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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

H

ello everyone and
welcome back to
those of you who
enjoyed holidays over the
Christmas and New Year
break. It is hard to believe
that we are already in the
second month of the year.
I want to share with you
some activities I have been
involved in over summer,
in between catch-ups with
family and friends.

DENIS MORONEY
SSAA Victoria President

and the recently released
Sustainable Hunting Action
Plan. We discussed several
areas where the Minister
committed to working with
SSAA Victoria throughout the
next 12 months. It was a very

Fellow Board member Jeff
Kuyken and I travelled to
SSAA Victoria’s Warrnambool
Branch on New Year’s Day.
We are currently working
with the sporting clays club to
investigate ways to secure the
future use of the facility. It was
a great trip and I encourage
anyone who is driving through
the area to get in touch with
the branch and arrange a
visit.

positive meeting.

Last month I also attended the
official signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
between SSAA Victoria and
Parks Victoria. The document regards the delivery of
the Conservation and Pest
Management Program. Senior
members of the Parks Victoria
staff were at the meeting and
all were highly complimentary
of the CPM program and the
dedicated volunteers who
participated in it.

right now and I am sure I am

More recently, I along with the
SSAA Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jack Wegman,
met with the Regional Development Minister Jaala Pulford.
On the agenda were several
key items, including the Great
Forest National Park, the upcoming duck hunting season
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However, as I sit at my computer completing the President’s Report for the February

Victorian Shooter, I am flooded with news reports about
the tragic events that occurred
in the Melbourne CBD on
Friday, January 20.
There are many families suffering directly and indirectly
not alone in feeling distressed
about the situation.
I have noticed, however, very
rational debate among the
community about flaws in our
bail and wider justice system.
It is interesting to note that
most of the debate on this
matter surrounds the offender
and the justice system, not the
vehicle he used to kill those
innocent people.
Let us hope that in the future
people continue to focus on
the perpetrators of crime and
the systems that allow them
to remain in our community,
rather than the tools used to
inflict pain.

Buchan puts
on a show

At the official opening of the Buchan Rifle Range, SSAA’s East Gippsland Branch arranged a
re-enactment club in 1816 Royal Artillery uniforms to set off one of the black powder cannons.
INSET: The air was filled with smoke as three cannons positioned along the firing line were fired
to mark the opening.

A

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor

bout 100 people turned up
at the Buchan Rifle Range
on November 20 for the
official opening of the SSAA’s
refurbished facility. Several VIPs,
including Member for Gippsland
East Tim Bull, Member for Eastern
Victoria Jeff Bourman and East
Gippsland Shire Councillor Dick
Ellis came along for the day.
The major spectacle of the opening
was the cannon firing display. A
group of cannoneers donning 1816
Royal Artillery uniforms fired the
main cannon, which would open the
range. Another two cannons were
set up along the firing line for several
members of the crowd to roll their
sleeves up and have a go.

SSAA Victoria’s East Gippsland
Branch President Tim Brooking said
the Buchan Rifle Range had changed
significantly since it was first established in 1898. “I believe it was in
the main street of Buchan initially
but they had to move that shortly
afterwards,” he said. “This particular
range on Rifle Road was originally
set up in September 1955 under the
Victorian Rifle Association.”
The local SSAA branch was established in 1996 under President John
Peters, who remains on the committee and attended the official opening.
“The branch spent many years trying
to find a range of its own but we
were very lucky that the pistol club
at Bairnsdale allowed us to use their
facility while we looked for a home,”
Tim said.
Tim acknowleged immediate Past
President Clive Hammett, who held
the club together for many years
during the search for a range. Clive
and the previous committee began
negotiations to lease the old Buchan
Rifle Range from the Department of
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Environment Land
Water and Planning. “DELWP very
graciously gave us a 10-year licence
and gave their approval to undertake
improvements,” Tim said. “Then
SSAA Victoria gave us funding to
undertake a massive project to revitalise the range. The East Gippsland
Shire also provided a grant to us for
works.”
Tim thanked the volunteers who
spent many hours and weekends
writing the range orders, building
targets, participating in working bees,
painting, completing earthworks and
planning for the official opening.
CONTINUED PAGE 5

3

Advertise in the

Victorian Shooter
magazine
SIZE

PRICE

Full page

$1400

Half page

$800

Quarter page

$450

Eighth page

$300

Page 3 (full page only)

$1500

6cm banner (front page)

$350

The Victorian Shooter magazine is a bi-monthly
electronic publication, available to all 36,000 SSAA
Victoria members. An electronic copy is emailed to
members and available on the website.
Member surveys show that the Victorian Shooter is
widely read among the membership and it is where the
majority of members look for SSAA news.
SSAA Victoria offers free ‘for sale’ advertising to its members
for small goods. Anyone wishing to advertise their business
should contact the Editor for an avertising agreement. A 10
per cent discount is offered on annual contracts.
Editor: Caitlin Pearson
Phone: 03 8892 2777
Email: caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au

The crowd waiting for the cannon firing demonstration to begin at the official opening of
the Buchan Rifle Range in November. INSET: SSAA Victoria’s East Gippsland President Tim
Brooking welcoming the crowd and introducing Member for Eastern Victoria Jeff Bourman.

tion, fly shoots and black powder.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

More than $34,000 has been spent
on improvements at the range. The
works included rebuilding the backstops, levelling the ground, installing a concrete slab at 500m for the
firing line, installing concrete firing
benches and erecting a cover over
the firing line for protection from the
elements.
To create social areas and improve
the facilities for members, two
containers were placed side-by-side
with an area in between that was
covered by a shelter pod. The branch
purchased two toilet blocks and a
water tank, which incorporates a
septic system for flushing toilets and
providing clean drinking water under
pressure.

Gippsland East MP Tim Bull said
his electorate had one of the “largest numbers per capita” of licensed
shooters in Victoria. “It’s a very
popular pastime,” he said. “It’s a
pastime that on occasion gets media
attention for all of the wrong reasons
and I think days like today where
we can promote the good aspects
of shooting – the safety aspects, the
family aspects and the community
aspects - are really, really important.
I’m really happy to be here today to
promote my support of the shooting
community.”
East Gippsland Shire Councillor Dick
Ellis said sporting shooters were
well-respected members of the local

community, who had the support of
Council. “It’s an all-encompassing
club that welcomes the young and
old, male and female and it encourages people to come no matter what
their skill level,” he said.
The East Gippsland Branch members showcased their cooking and
craft skills at the opening. A stall was
set up with homemade jams, lemon butter, honey, cakes, slices and
Devonshire Tea. Also on sale were
hand-knitted scarves, coat hangers
and beanies. The stall was as popular during lunch time as the main
public range was during the cannon
firing.
SEE MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 28.

Shanika Hood (back,
centre) with Celeste
(left), Gracie, 3, and
Leah Calvert, 7.

While the East Gippsland branch has
plans for further improvements, the
recent changes have already boosted attendance 10-fold. The branch
has introduced a mid-week shoot for
members who are unable to get to
the range on weekends. Competition
shooting will be introduced this year
and the ‘ultimate plan’ is to have the
range open three or four Sundays a
month for target shooting, competi-
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SHOT Expo
2017 in sights

T

he Melbourne SHOT Expo
2017 on May 20 and 21
will be more family friendly
than ever before. Held at its
usual location, the Melbourne
Showgrounds, this year’s Expo
will have plenty of children’s
entertainment as well as food,
demonstrations, give-aways and
more exhibitors.

Bring the kids along for a day you
can all enjoy, with face painting, a
jumping castle, archery, a petting
zoo and children’s rides for the future
sporting shooters among us. Stop
by the Working Gundogs demonstrations, which never fail to deliver, or see the SSAA Field-to-Fork
demonstrations between stop-offs at
exhibitor stands.
SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney, who sits on the SSAA National
SHOT Expo committee, is gearing
up for a massive year. “Last year the
SHOT Expos in Sydney and Perth
both recorded significant increases in
attendance and we are expecting even
bigger results in Melbourne,” he said.

The Working Gundogs demonstration is
expected to draw a big crowd again at this
year’s Melbourne SHOT Expo.

The Sydney SHOT Expo on June
25 and 26 saw 15,000 people crowd
the Rosehill Gardens Racecourse,
8000 of which came on the first day.
The Perth SHOT Expo saw similar
results, with more than 11,000 people
walking through the gates on October 22 and 23. Organisers sold 1200
family tickets across the weekend –
double the previous year.
Two gold sponsors have already come
on board for the 2017 Melbourne
SHOT Expo – Blaser Australia/Mialls
Gunshop and Joker Knife Store.
Blaser Australia/Mialls Gunshop is
the Australian importer and distributor of quality German products,
including the Blaser line of firearms,

Mauser firearms and Schmidt &
Bender optics. It is the Australian
distributor for Briley products and
offers the full Briley service, which
includes choke installation, back
bore, forcing cone and ultraport.
Blaser Australia is also the home of
Kirici shotguns and the full range of
Chiappa firearms.

Joker Knife Store (JKS) Australia is
100 per cent Australian owned and
operated. It is the official distributor
for Joker and Kappetijn, but also
stocks an ever-increasing offering
of top-quality knife brands. The
brands include Benchmade, J&V
Adventure, Kizlyar, RaptoRazor and
Arcos Knives as well as sharpening
equipment, like Warthog Sharpeners, and accessories. JKS Australia
offers top-quality high-performance
products for the military, police and
homeland security as well as those
interested in recreational hunting,
cooking and general outdoors.
See products by Blaser Australia/
Mialls Gunshop, Joker Knife Store
and the many other Melbourne SHOT

AUSTRALIA’ S BIGGEST SHOOTING SPORTS EVENT
SSAA
SH T EXPO
www.shotexpo.com.au

JUST KEEPS GETTING BIGGER!
20 & 21 MAY 2017- MELBOURNE SHOWGROUNDS

Proudly Sponsored by:
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Media Partners:

The most dangerous in Africa
STEVEN “IRWIN” FINE
Victorian Shooter Contributor

I

was born in South Africa and
spent the majority of my adult life
running up-market safari tours
for visitors. People from across
the world pour their life savings
into these ‘trips of a lifetime’ where
they can catch a glimpse of some
of the most dangerous and exotic
creatures in the world. Until about
10 years ago I helped make that
happen. Through my business,
Wild Savannah Safaris, and my
work as a professional guide at
Kruger National Park, Sabi Sands
and the Timbavati, I experienced
daily encounters with animals
which would only be seen here in
zoos.

Throughout my career I heard so
much misinformation about which animals were the most deadly or most
dangerous in Africa. I want to clear
up the myths. It is widely published in
television and books that the hippopotamus is the ‘most deadly’ animal
in Africa.
There is no denying that the hippopotamus can be a territorial and
dangerous creature, so I do not recommend putting yourself in danger
by approaching one in the wild. Many
deaths have resulted from hippopotamus attacks in Zambia and the Okavango in northern Botswana, where
locals use mokoros (dug-out wooden
canoes) for transport. But when compared to human fatalities as a result
of attacks from some other animals,
the figures pale in comparison.
So, if the hippopotamus is not the
most deadly animal in Africa, what
is? It comes down to the ‘big five’ –
the lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo
and rhino – which are the five most
difficult African animals to hunt on
foot. Some of those animals that are
hardest to hunt are also the most

Steven Fine crouching next to a lion in South Aftrica, after it had been tranquilised.

deadly to humans. The hippopotamus was never listed as part of
the ‘big five’ because it was never
difficult to kill. There is another factor
that differentiates the hippopotamus
from the ‘big five’ and that is environmental. The hippopotamus’ habitat
requires water but only a handful of
African countries have enough water
to sustain healthy hippopotamus
populations. In many African countries there is insufficient water for
hippo, but sufficient for the ‘big five’.
Famous hunter Brian Hern, in his
book White Hunters, documented
many cases of humans succumbing
to the ‘big five’, which I will explore
later on. On the other hand he only
documented one injury by a hippopotamus. Similarly, John Pondoro’s book
Man-eaters and Marauders makes
no mention of the hippopotamus.
Most of the incidents he documented
surrounded the lion and the leopard.
Maneaters by the late Peter Hathaway Capstick is another resource that
explores the most deadly animals in
Africa. While the author highlighted
the dangers of the hippopotamus in
another publication, the species failed
to appear in Maneaters.
Over the past 118 years Kruger
National Park – the world-renowned
safari park – has only reported two

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

deaths as a result of hippopotamus
attacks. Meanwhile six staff members have been killed by leopards,
several by elephants and even more
by lions.
During the day lions avoid human
contact but at night they are totally
different - they do not fear man at
all. They are, after all, nocturnal and
in the dark they can see far better
than us. When they view us at night
all they see and smell are chops,
marrow and juicy steaks.
Lions have attacked, killed and eaten
hundreds of refugees crossing from
Mozambique – one of the poorest
countries in the world – to South
Africa via the Kruger between 1960
and 2016. Some people believe that
figure could go into the thousands.
One must remember that two million
refugees have crossed the Kruger
during this period. A local ranger I
spoke to believed as many as 1 per
cent of the refugees were attacked
by lion while crossing the border.
If we examine the man-eating lions
of Ubena, Njombe and Tsavo, we are
talking about deaths to the tune of
well over 2000. Tanzania has reported 1000 deaths by lion between
1990 and 2016, mostly tribal folk.
CONTINUED PAGE 8
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When not
busy working
as a guide,
Steve would
spend time in
the bush. This
picture was
taken in the
Timbavati at
a camp called
Ingwelala,
which is part
of the Greater
Kruger
National Park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

In the Timbavati area, which is part
of the Greater Kruger National Park, I
am familiar with 30 deaths as a result
of encounters with wild animals. The
lion is responsible for most of those
deaths, followed by the elephant,
then Black Mamba snake and even
one from a hyena not too long ago.
Sadly, in January 2017, a staff member was attacked and killed by a lion
at a lodge.
I must point out that any hand-reared
lion that is returned to the wild will
adapt and kill animals for meat
just like any other lion. But a lion
that has had close human contact
loses its fear of people and this is
the most dangerous lion. I know
of cases where hand-reared lions

were successfully re-introduced to
the wild only to kill people a year or
two later. I also hold grave concerns
for certain private lodges that allow
so-called tame lions to walk with
people. Visitors are allowed to pat
the lions as they walk supervised but
freely near the lodge camps. These
are wild animals that are capable of
inflicting fatal injuries and should not
be treated as pets.
While I have had many interactions
with the ‘big five’, I can recall just
one dangerously close-shave with
a large, cantankerous lion. The lion
came within 12m of where I stood.
His loud continuous growling was
spectacular and deafening. My Winchester 375H&H Safari Express was
in the Landcruiser about 200m away

Work
continues
at metro
ranges
SHAUN DOYLE
Facilities Manager
SSAA Victoria

O

ver the past few months
Eagle Park and Springvale
ranges have been

when I saw the animal. I had been on
foot looking for a dart that the wind
carried into the bushes. All I had on
me was a Glock .40 and my normal
carry knife, which was a Benchmade
auto. It is vital that you do not panic,
do not run, but stand your ground. In
a situation like that you can only back
off when the predator turns his back
on you or when he returns to his spot
in the bush.
The lion came at me with several
mock charges. A warning shot often
creates a full charge, so I just had to
stand my ground. Each time the lion
retreated into the bush I backed off a
bit further. This happened a number
of times and each time I backed
further away until I was 30m from the
lion. A ranger saw this happen from
his vehicle and he sped towards me
with the Landcruiser. When the lion
saw the vehicle approach it abandoned its charge so I didn’t even
have to hurry into the vehicle. It is
always a case of fight or flight with
members of the ‘big five’ and the
latter is always their preference.

Steven Fine lives in Melbourne and
delivers motivational talks throughout
Australia. His talks offer valuable
insights into how we can all learn
from nature.
www.thepowerofthepack.com.au

The new all-abilities access ramp at Eagle Park will reduce the need for patrons with
mobility issues to wait until cease fires and be driven onto the range.

visited by numerous tradesmen.
Thanks to the support of the
Victoria Government and SSAA
Victoria Board, numerous capital
improvement projects have
been completed across the two
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ranges. These upgrades have
either replaced aging facilities or
improved the accessibility and
security of the ranges.
CONTINUED PAGE 9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

The Springvale Range is experiencing the biggest investment in facility
upgrades in years. In total $450,000
will be spent at the range by the
end of this year. Over the past three
months around $200,000 has been
spent on the upgrade of ranges one,
three and four.
Two key projects have been completed on range one. The first was
a new ventilation system which was
installed to bring external air into
the range and force lead particles
away from patrons. At the same
time an evaporative cooling system
was installed to cool the area in the
summer months. The second project
was designed to stop water seeping
onto the firing line and causing occupational health and safety issues. A
new drainage system now channels
the water away from the firing line.
Ranges three and four have experienced the biggest changes. Both of
these ranges have had new backing
plates installed. Range three now
has full-height backing plates, which
will allow for greater use once follow-on projects are completed later
this year. The range four backing
plate was also modified to improve
safety. Both ranges are now divided by a brick wall, replacing the old
timber fence.
The front entry to the Springvale
Range has been redeveloped to
improve traffic flow for members
entering and exiting the range. It has
also improved security to protect the

When entering
and leaving the
Springvale facility,
members and
visitors now walk
through security
gates. INSET: The
new entry area at
Springvale Range will
reduce congestion
and boost security.

members and staff.
At Eagle Park, the
public range firing line is now concreted all the way along. Additional
benches have also been added so
that the entire undercover firing line
can be used during opening hours.
The main range can now host up to
101 shooters at a time. A new clay
thrower and stand has now been added to the main range and is available
to all patrons during trading hours.
Access to Eagle Park’s main range
has been improved with the installation of an accessibility ramp from
the range office to the firing line. This
ramp will provide greater access for

The Eagle
Park main
range has
now been
concreted
to the end,
allowing for
up to 101
shooters to
participate at
a time.

those members with mobility issues.
To support the extension of the main
range, the aging roof was repaired.
It will remain structurally sound for
years to come, which is particularly
important given the nature of the
weather at Little River.
Additional security has been added
to the facility, with the installation
of a boomgate to control the flow of
patrons to the sub-club ranges at the
west of the facility. No longer will anyone be able to access these ranges
without going through the range
office and obtaining permission first.
The concrete base has been laid
for the boomgate, with plans for it
to be fully operational by the end of
February.
Over the coming months further facility upgrades and improvements will
be seen on both ranges. We would
like to thank all the members for their
patience and understanding while
these works are being conducted.
MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 28
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Fireforming matters
Ross Williams looks into the part fireforming plays in our quest for concentricity.

ROSS WILLIAMS
Victorian Shooter contributor

S

ooner or later, some rifle
shooters focus on precision.
That is, they want to extract
the best possible accuracy from
their rifles and ammunition, not
just once or twice but consistently.
Put them together, let them talk
and eventually you’ll hear words
like ‘eccentric’ and ‘concentric.’
It becomes clear that they value
concentricity highly. Eccentricity,
the opposite, is seen as bad.
For our purposes, concentricity is the
extent to which all parts of a functional unit share the same centre line or
longitudinal axis. The unit may be a
loaded cartridge on its own, a barrelled action, a cartridge in a chamber, a loading die or one of several
other items in our loading gear.
To achieve the finest precision in our
shooting, we need a high degree of
concentricity in all units, the object
being to align the bullet with the bore
as perfectly as possible. The more effective our efforts in this direction, the
smaller the shot-to-shot variations in
the flight path ... all else being equal.
Now let’s bring fireforming into the
picture. Fact: We cannot avoid fireforming our cases. It happens every
time we shoot with virgin brass, and it
happens again when we shoot brass
that has been full-length resized.
Fireforming refers to the expansion of
a cartridge case inside the chamber
when the cartridge is fired. There
is usually a little spring-back in the

brass, of course, but in general the
case (excluding the solid head) conforms very closely to the dimensions
of the chamber after fireforming.
Though we expect the process to be
completed in one firing, it sometimes
takes two, perhaps more often than a
lot of people realise.
In factory or sporting-grade chambers, the body of the case normally
fireforms out of round — that is,
it bulges more on one side. This
asymmetric bulge is often obvious to
the naked eye next to the expansion
line, just in front of the solid head.
The axis of the body must then be
offset in relation to the solid head
and often to the neck as well. Simple
fireforming without any special techniques (“Push it in and squeeze the
trigger”) thus has an innate tendency
to increase the eccentricity of the
cartridge.
The asymmetric bulge has various
causes.
One is a reduction in the thickness
and/or hardness of the brass at that
point. As far as the thickness is concerned, variations can be detected
by an internal-external wall gauge
equipped with a dial indicator, thus
enabling us to cull badly eccentric
brass before fireforming. But that
means another expensive accessory,
and what really matters is the size of
the actual bulge.
Another is the position of the brass
within the chamber prior to fireforming. For example, sideways pressure
from the extractor claw may force
the case head sideways or even hold
it against the roof of the chamber.
When this happens, the clearance
will be greater along one side of
the case, and the brass will tend to
expand more on that side.
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Flash
head

The expansion line occurs approximately
where the case body starts and the head
finishes. * The combustion chamber, the
space behind the bullet, enlarges as the bullet
accelerates down the bore.

The extent of the lopsided expansion
must depend on the way a number of
variables have interacted. In addition
to the temper and thickness of the
case walls, the mass of the brass and
radial pressure from the extractor, we
have the pressure developed inside
the cartridge and the size of the
clearance within the chamber.
Obviously the clearance is the most
important thing. The looser the
original fit, the more pronounced the
eccentricity. So a minimum tolerance
case in a maximum tolerance chamber will suffer the most, thanks to the
slop.
Conversely, a close fit at the outset
will produce a negligible or even undetectable effect — the situation that
exists in match tolerance chambers.
It’s when the conditions are less than
ideal that we may have to resort to
special procedures.
CONTINUED PAGE 11

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Let’s imagine that we are going to
fire a series of neck-sized handloads,
all fireformed at the same time in
the same chamber, and all markedly
affected by lopsided expansion.
If we put each case into the chamber
so that the orientation is the same as
it was for fireforming — with a certain
part of the headstamp uppermost,
say — the chances of each bullet
entering the rifling in a reasonably
straight line are improved. At the very
least the bullets will all approach the
rifling from a similar angle. This trick
was used by old-time benchresters
and other target shooters. Though
modern match-grade tolerances
have made it superfluous, it is still
worth trying in a factory or sporting-grade chamber.
If we ignore the orientation of the
handload in the chamber, the more
swollen part of the body can be pointing down instead of up, or towards
one side. Under such circumstances
there can be no uniformity in the presentation of the bullets from shot to
shot, except by a fluke, and accuracy
must suffer as a result.
Clearly, people interested in extracting the best possible groups from
ordinary chambers can profit from
improving their fireforming technique.
The aim should be to hold the
cartridge firmly against the bolt or
breech block face from start to finish,
while at the same time centring the
solid head in the chamber. Then
the shoulder region will blow forward, and the case walls will expand
outwards by an equal amount all
round. This known as ‘blow-forwards’
fireforming.
The method is simple, though carrying it out is time consuming. The
effects are permanent for as long as
we neck size - after full-length resizing, however, we are back to square
one.

Forming a .17 Ackley
Hornet: (from left
to right) Parent .22
Hornet, first neckingdown, second
necking-down (to
.17), fireformed
case, loaded
cartridge.

Here’s what to do:
- Wrap a narrow strip of tape one or
more times around the solid head,
so that it takes a certain amount of
effort to close and lock the action
behind the cartridge. Avoid covering
the extractor groove or rim. Provided
the ends of the tape come close to
coinciding without overlapping, the
case should maintain or improve its
concentricity.

been manufactured. Some belts are
surprisingly out of round.
Before we close, we should mention
something that can be tried when
nothing else seems able to improve
the performance of a rifle with a
sloppy chamber: Full-length resizing
for every reload.
Although conventional wisdom says

- If the tape is too thick, it will drag,
roll or tear when it contacts the
chamber. So the type of tape chosen is important. Masking tape or
occasionally friction tape may work,
but in many rifles ordinary ‘sticky
tape,’ such as Sellotape, is better.
Similarly, the tape must be cut into a
narrow strip, so that it does not creep
over the expansion line or cover the
forward edge of the solid head.

we should neck size to preserve the

This technique can be used with
rimless, semi-rimmed, rimmed and
rebated-head cases. With belted
cases, however, the tape has to go
around the belt, and its ability to
centre the head properly depends
on the tolerances to which the belt
and the chamber’s belt recess have

hand, the chances of an observable

close fit between brass and chamber, full-length resizing will at least
ensure that each round presents in
the same manner and it can produce an improvement in grouping.
In my experience, the effect has
varied from nil to dramatic, and there
doesn’t appear to be an easy way of
predicting the outcome. On the other
improvement seem to be at least 5050 if the chamber is definitely on the
wide side.
And that seems a good place to
finish.
Head types: (1)
Rimmed, (2)
Semi-rimmed,
(3) Rimless,
(4) Belted, (5)
Rebated.
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All sporting shooters and hunters have been encouraged to attend the Combined Firearms Council of Victoria’s Victorian Shooting Industry Forum in
April.

Forum a must for shooters
NEIL JENKINS
CFCV Secretary

I

f you’re a member of a shooting
club, then we know the feeling.
You can feel a little isolated from
what’s happening across the rest
of the Victorian shooting industry.
That’s why it’s important your club
sends someone to the Combined
Firearms Council of Victoria’s
(CFCV) Victorian Shooting Industry
Forum in April.

The forum provides an opportunity
for clubs to find out what is happening across the rest of the shooting
industry, directly from the leaders of
Victoria’s major shooting organisations, such as SSAA Victoria.

What to do
We all know the challenges of being
a club member.
You love to shoot, but aren’t quite
sure what’s happening outside ‘your
four walls’. You would love to hear
more about how to get the most out
of shooting, but don’t know how.

The first thing you should do is enjoy
your sport. Go to a prize meeting with
one of your more experienced club
members. Find out which competitions to go to and who’s who around
your association. Just get out there
and shoot.
The second thing to do is find out
what’s happening across the broader
shooting industry. Ask your club to
send someone to the forum and we’ll
give them a really good overview of
the issues affecting your sport. We’ll
also tell them what they, and you, can
do about the issues.

What will your club
learn?
At last year’s forum, we helped clubs
gain a detailed understanding of
what really happened with the Martin
Place Siege Review and explore the
National Firearms Agreement technical review, the realities of our political environment in Victoria and the
opportunities coming up with state
and federal elections.
Some clubs were so interested in the
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content that they invited us to give
presentations to their members. We
were able to give them a more tailored look at the issues affecting their
sport and what they could do to help.
This helped many shooters who were
unaware of what was happening in
the background to understand what
their organisations were doing to
protect their sport. That’s why we’re
hosting another forum in 2017.

I’m interested. How do
I get my ticket?
Search the event name on www.
eventbrite.com.au to get your ticket
now. Earlybird discounts are still
available.
The forum will be held at 10am on
Saturday, April 8 in Ringwood - with
lunch included.

Can’t make it?
No problem. If you’d like us to address your club members, drop us a
line at admin@firearmscouncil.org.au
and we’ll get there.

Freedom of Information response
NEIL JENKINS
CFCV Secretary

T

he Combined Firearms
Council of Victoria (CFCV)
may have uncovered a
plan by our bureaucrats to impose
new storage and transportation
requirements on firearm owners
when the Firearm Regulations
2008 are remade in the next year
or so.

The Department
of Justice and
Regulation’s project

Victoria Police and the Department of Justice and Regulation (DOJR) have denied Freedom of
Information requests in relation to the remaking of the state’s firearms regulations.

In 2016 we made FOI requests to
Victoria Police and the Department
of Justice and Regulation (DOJR) in
relation to the remaking of the regulations. We also lodged an appeal
to the FOI Commissioner after one
response.
While the documents we were
seeking were “denied in full”, the FOI
Commissioner has confirmed DOJR
developed a table spanning seven
pages relating to the ‘authorising
provisions’ of the Firearms Act 1996,
which set out what the regulations
can and cannot do.
This is significant because it means
the bureaucracy is giving serious
consideration to expanding what the
new regulations could cover.
We confirmed this with a public
servant who told us that this type of
discussion normally “requires just a
sentence or two”.
The dedication of seven pages suggests the bureaucracy is looking at
imposing a lot of new requirements
on Victorian firearm owners.

Media statements
The people who are involved in the
development of the regulations include DOJR and the Victoria Police.

The CFCV is concerned that Victoria Police is calling for much bigger and heavier safes than are
now required.

the quality of gun safes.

Recent media com-ments may
provide some insight into those
proposed changes:
•

Storage: Representatives
of Victoria Police have made
multiple statements to the media
(mostly the Herald Sun) over a
two-year period about the rate of
gun thefts from some homes and
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•

Transportation: Last year the
Victoria Police issued firearm
transportation guidelines. While
the guidelines have been amended, they included new requirements relating to the transportation of firearms which are not
provided for in the Firearms Act.
CONTINUED PAGE 14
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Victoria Police’s Licensing and
Regulation Division’s approach
to this issue was antagonistic at
best.
•

Extensive reform of our gun
laws: On March 30, 2016 the
Herald Sun reported (in the
context of firearms stolen from
licensed gun owners finding their
way into the black market):
•

•

“Victoria Police has discussed
the issues with the State Government and has commenced
work with the Department of
Justice and Regulation with a
number of recommendations
for firearm reform legislation,”
a Victoria Police spokeswoman said.
“We’ve also asked Victoria Police to review our gun laws to
identify any potential improvements and will work through
those recommendations when
the review is complete,” said
former Acting Police Minister
Robyn Scott.

What could the
recommendations be?
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Based on Victoria Police’s recent
statements, the proposed regulations
could include:
•

•

•

•

•

Outlawing the transportation
of gun cases in the back of
vehicles.
Seizing firearms if owners are
caught exceeding the speed
limit.
Specifying the need for much
bigger and heavier safes
than we have now. This could
mean safes with two key locks
instead of one, like Western
Australia’s new regulations.

DOJR’s response
In its response to our FOI application,
DOJR stated:
“[Releasing the documents] would
cause confusion and unnecessary
debate about something that has not
progressed beyond an idea of what
needs to be done at some stage in
the next two years.”
While we appreciate that an ‘idea’
needs to be developed before
release and support that being kept

Requiring every shooter to
install a monitored alarm at a
cost of at least $40 a month to
monitor.

in-house, ‘recommendations’ and

Stopping gun clubs from storing firearms on their premises.

formed the basis of statements to the

Each of these can be traced back to
public statements made by Victoria
Police or documents regulators have
published.
Until we see the actual recommendations, we cannot discount any of the
above working their way into the new
regulations.
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commitments to ‘reform our firearm
laws’ are more than ‘ideas’. Failing
to release the documents, which
media, only serves to deepen our
suspicions.

What you can do
Stay up-to-date with what we find
out by joining our email list (at www.
firearmscouncil.org.au) or follow us
on Facebook (@firearmscouncilvic).

The Wodonga Handgun Club received
a $10,000 grant from SSAA Victoria.
The club will concrete an area of its
carpark and make the area more
accessible for people of all abilities.

Grant support
for Wodonga
improvements

T

he Wodonga
Handgun Club
is preparing to
undertake improvement
works after receiving a
$10,000 grant from the
SSAA Victoria Board. The
club will use the funds
to concrete an area of
its carpark and develop
a path from around the
back of its toilet block
through to its firing line.

Club President Bruce
Sweeney said the works
would be particularly
beneficial for people with
mobility issues. “We have a
couple of competitors with
disabilities and they find
it very difficult to get the
firing line,” he said.
“We are going to create a
pathway around the back
of the toilet block to the
firing line. We’ve also got to

lessen the incline to align
our wheelchair access with
the standards. We have
gone to a bit of trouble to
ensure the range is accessible for people with
disabilities and have put
the correct toilet in. We’re
also going to mark out a
disabled car park.”
The project will also involve
creating 20 sealed car
parks at the range. “We’re
going to seal the car park
area between our concrete
toilet block and the firing
line,” Bruce said. “There
are two advantages to the
car park sealing – we get
a lot of dust in our kitchen and community areas
which will be reduced and
it will improve accessibility.”
SSAA Victoria President
Denis Moroney said the
Board was pleased to sup-

port the Wodonga club in
making the improvements.
“It’s great to be in the
financial position to provide
funding support for our
branches and sub-clubs,”
he said. “Now we are able
to provide direct grants
in addition to capitation
and loans and that should
really help our branches
and sub-clubs across the
state.”
The Wodonga Handgun
Club, which has 140 members, received $20,000
funding from round two
of the Shooting Sports
Facilities Program last
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year. The club will match
the Victorian Government
funding to install a remote
turning target system on its
two 50m ranges.
Bruce said the latest grant
from the SSAA Victoria
Board was “tremendous”.
“We are trying to develop
a true sporting complex
at our site, with Field and
Game Australia and the
main Wodonga Branch of
SSAA Victoria,” he said.
The Wodonga Branch was
also successful in its application for Shooting Sports
Facilities Program funding
last year.
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RELOADING FEATURE

There is not much difference between these two bullets in
diameter - you might have to measure them.
PICTURES: Ron James
LEFT: Label ALL reloads clearly to prevent confusion.

Safe reloading

RON JAMES
Victorian Shooter contributor

prevent mistakes.

R

eloading is neither
dangerous nor unsafe
provided the necessary
procedures are carried out in
a logical, progressive manner.
However it is impossible to be “too
safe”. Protection is required at all
levels. Proven reloading practices
are necessary each time we load
ammunition, whether it is a few
rounds for load development or a
large batch for hunting. There are
no shortcuts to producing quality
ammunition safely, every time.
Shooters should read a minimum of
two reloading manuals before commencing the reloading process. You
should understand each process before attempting to reload. You should
never rely on a singular source of
powder data unless you are aware of
exactly what you are doing and are
an experienced reloader. It is also
important to always double check
powder data and not exceed maximum loads.
Aside from reading several manuals

16						

Eye protection is required during
each stage of the reloading process.
Made from impact resistant plastic,
they are available from tool stores
and should also be used at the range
when firing developmental loads.

Never put primers and powder together on the
reloading bench.
PICTURE: RON JAMES

and understanding the contents, perhaps the most important requirement
is to keep good reloading records
on each round that you load. The
permanent record should contain
the type and amount of powder, the
type of primer and projectile, plus the
value of the overall cartridge length.
Noting the case make is important as
capacities vary. This will affect the
pressure generated within. When reloading never rely on memory, even
if you have been using the same
load for many years. Good records
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Primers on the reloading bench are
a potential source of ignition and
should be treated with care. Keep
the number of exposed primers at
any one time restricted. My personal
number is 10, even if I am reloading
100 cases.
Powder and primers should be stored
separately, preferably under lock
and key even if this is not a legislative requirement. When handling
primers and powder there are two
inviolate rules - powder and primers
should not be on the bench together
and only one tin of powder should
be open at any one time. Be very
careful not to use pistol powders in
rifle cartridge cases because incorrect powder selection is fraught with
danger.
CONTINUED PAGE 17

RELOADING FEATURE
CONINUED FROM PAGE 16

Good reloading practices start with
clean cases. If used for load development it is always preferable to use
new cases. Used cases should be
trimmed to the correct length, but
you should never use cases if you
are unaware of their history. Beware
of buying “one-fired cases” from
unknown sources. Another trap is to
mix-up bullets. It is easy to get 7mm
and .277 projectiles mixed but the
results can be very nasty if fired in
the wrong chamber. As with powder,
only put one box of projectiles on the
bench at a time and only use them
after checking the diameter first.
Ammunition for load development
should be kept separate and labeled
correctly in a sealable plastic bag.
Nothing is more annoying than arriving at the range to find your different

batches of test reloads mixed up in
the bottom of your shooting box. It is
wasted time and effort.
Possibly the greatest safety items
that have been available to reloaders for the past 25 years or so are
chronographs and computer programs. The chronograph is a simple
machine that records the velocity of
each shot - no bells and whistles are
required. It is impossible to develop
a ballistics program without knowing
the exact velocity of your reloads.
Computer programs can also be of
great assistance in developing loads
and predicting further loads with
different bullets and powders. Some
of them also predict pressures. You
can try all sorts of combinations of
powder and projectiles without firing
a shot. Computer programs are not

only cost effective, but safe. In my
experience such programs tend to
be conservative, similar to manuals.
However it is not a license to be stupid and proceed beyond safe maximums in the real world.
Safe reloading also requires a number of suitable accessories - a good
quality powder scale is probably
the starting point. You should also
purchase a set of reliable calipers
to measure case length (see picture
on page 16). Over length cases can
cause many problems, including
higher than normal pressure. You
would be surprised to see how many
reloaders miss this important point.
Safe reloading is not rocket science.
Just follow the safety rules and you
should never have any problems.
Load safely!

Seven deadly sins ...
of reloading
RON JAMES
Victorian Shooter contributor

ceed published maximums.
The latest data shows that

R

eloading
ammunition is
not difficult and
it is certainly safe if you
follow the rules. The
rules are available in
most reloading manuals.
They are set down for the
protection of all and must
be adhered to. Failure to
do so may cause serious
injury or worse. Ignore
these rules at your peril.
If you want to persist and ignore the seven deadly sins

many past loads were, to
say the least, marginal.
Safety could be compromised and thus it became
necessary to lower some
older loads after more
modern recording equipPICTURE: Ron James

Reloading manuals are a requirement

mentioned below, eventually fate will catch up with
you. Avoid potential disaster
by heeding the lessons,
which will prevent problems
before they arise.

1. MANUALS
Some reloaders - both
experienced and inexperienced - claim that manuals
merely provide starting
loads and it is safe to ex-
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ment became available.
Probably allied to this is the
fact that newer powders
are made to much tighter
tolerances. Older powders
may not have had the
same quality control.
CONTINUED PAGE 19
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PROTECT YOUR VISION
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges.
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for
juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.

For more information contact the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.
Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

RELOADING FEATURE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Where there are differences between
manuals, average out the loads using
the same powder. But do not exceed
the average maximum load. This
method has worked for more than 30
years for this author.

2. EXCESSIVE CASE
LENGTH
Most bottle neck rifle cases will
lengthen with use. The hotter the
load, the greater the increase and the
shorter the life of the individual case.
Maximum case length will be quoted
in any reputable reloading manual.
With a normal length cartridge case,
the neck of the case is parallel with
the walls of the rifle’s chamber. If the
case is over length, the camming
power of the bolt is sufficient to force
the cartridge into the chamber. In
this case the excess length at the
case mouth is tucked over and forced
into the projectile’s shank. When the
cartridge is fired the extra resistance
on the projectile causes a pressure
spike, which is very dangerous.

3. EXCESSIVE OR
WRONG POWDER
CHARGE
With careful reloading practices
you should never reload over the
maximum. However, it did happen
to this author once. I am still not 100
per cent sure how it happened but
I did change my bench practices to
ensure it could not happen again. A
common mistake is to try to reload
from memory. All loads should be
recorded for future reference. Do not
rely on memory at any stage. When
reloading any cartridge refer to your
past notes. An old exercise book is
ideal.

4. OLD BRASS

Don’t chase velocity

Brass of any sort is becoming difficult
to source. While there may be a
growing trend to hang on to older
brass for just one more load, this
situation may create other problems.
One suggestion is that you should
keep good records in relation to
brass. What we are particular about
is the constant inspection of brass
that is to be reloaded at every stage
of the process. No matter how well
you look after brass it eventually
reaches a stage where it is no longer
safe to load. I have actually noted
a significant reduction in split case
necks and related problems since annealing was introduced into the brass
maintenance process.

5. WRONG
PROJECTILES
Be very careful to label projectiles
that are in other-than-commercial
containers - usually the inevitable
cardboard or plastic box. If in doubt
measure the projectiles with a micrometer or vernier. The difference
between .257 and .264 projectiles
may be slight, but you cannot afford
to get them mixed-up. You must carry
out a complete load development
process every time you change projectiles, even if they look the same
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PICTURE: Ron James

and are the same weight.

6. LACK OF
CONCETRATION
Reloading, including case priming,
are activities that requires 100 per
cent concentration. It is not the
time to have small children running
around, the radio blasting music or
your mate telling you about his latest
hunting adventures. It is very important that you have the particular load
in writing on the bench and throughout the reloading cycle you continually scan the scales to ensure that
the load parameters are exact. They
can, and do, get bumped ... NEVER
ASSUME ANYTHING.

7. CHASING EXCESSIVE
VELOCITY
This is most likely to occur with vermin hunters and is simply a no-win
situation. It is correct to state that
high velocity will flatten the projectile’s path and may tend to offset a
low bullet coefficient of a particular
projectile. It will also lessen wind
effect. Some reloaders become
blinded by the quest for speed and
forget that accuracy is most important at long ranges.
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FACES OF SSAA VICTORIA
In July 2016 SSAA Victoria ran the ‘Faces of SSAA Victoria’ campaign to find members who
represented the organisation’s vision, mission and objectives. These people are featured on the
new website which was launched in September 2016 and their stories will be shared with the
membership and the wider community over the coming months. Each of them has a different
story to tell, whether it be their hunting philosophy; their passion for reloading; their drive to
help and educate others or their experience breaking down the stigmas sometimes attached to
the shooting sports. Keep an eye out for each story on the website and in future editions of this
magazine. In this edition we introduce you to three more of the new Faces of SSAA Victoria.

Glenn Vessey

Military Rifle Club member Glenn Vessey has been interested in military memorabilia his whole life, but only got into shooting about a 18 months
ago.
											
PICTURE: Tatjana Plitt

‘Everything has a story to tell’
secretary at the Broadmeadows
Army Camp during the war, while
his father was at sea working on a
cargo ship.

G

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor

rowing up in Coolaroo
during the Vietnam War,
every second street had an

army house in it. Glenn Vessey’s
was among them. The now
52-year-old’s mother worked as a

The army was all around Glenn growing up. “In Coolaroo during Vietnam
they scattered the army houses all
around the place so the families had
support,” he said. “It was like you
were part of the army - everyone
knew someone who was involved.”
Glenn’s older brother joined the Navy
and worked on HMAS Melbourne for
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three years before moving across to
the Army Reserve as a medic.
Glenn joined the Navy Reserve at
14. During his time in the Reserve he
learnt to shoot with the old .303s. He
went away for trips during the school
holidays on HMAS Melbourne and
spent two weeks on HMAS Stuart.
Glenn also spent a lot of time restoring HMAS Castlemaine, which is
now a WWII museum ship docked at
Williamstown.
CONTINUED PAGE 21
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Glenn has
a collection
of military
memorabilia.
He selects
his pieces
because
each item
has a story
to tell.
INSET: A
shell that
was shot
at Owers
Corner,
along the
the Kokoda
Track, during
WWII.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

School in Coolaroo, then Upfield
never quite compared to weekends
in the Reserve. “When you’re out
shooting .303s and on Navy ships on
the weekend, school’s a little boring
by comparison,” he said. “I always
wanted to get out of there. My intention was always to join the Navy and I
spent four years in the Reserve. After
that I left and did an apprenticeship.
I guess I wanted to try something
new.”
While he looks back on his time
fondly, one memory has stuck with
him the most. “The proudest thing I
got to do was the Guard of Honour
at the Shrine of Remembrance when
I was 16,” he said. “They marched
us in to the Young and Jacksons
and we stood to attention in front of
former WWII servicemen. It was my
proudest moment and it was really
moving.”
His interest in history and servicemen has not waivered since those
early years, with Glenn now owning
a large collection of military memorabilia. “My main interest is collecting
Australian memorabilia from 1942,

but I’ll collect anything,” he said.
Among his favourite possessions
are a WWI Light Horseman’s feathers; WWII slouch hats; a shell that
was shot at Owers Corner along the
Kokoda Track during WWII; a pair
of original Australian Army boots
from Vietnam and several original
newspapers from 1942. But his most
treasured collectable came into significance in Singapore during WWII.
“The coolest thing I have is from
when the allies took Changi Prison
in Singapore,” he said. “It’s the cutthroat razor of the officer-in-charge,
who was holding it back.”
Glenn also has a selection of military
firearms. The oldest in his collection
is a 1813 East India Company flintlock pistol. “The East India Company
were the Pirates of the Caribbean;
they were the ones who took out the
last of the pirates,” he said.
His 1942 Australian-issue Enfield
.303 was used by an Australian
during WWII.
Some of Glenn’s favourite items
would be worth little money, but the
story behind them is what makes
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them
precious. “It’s just history,” he said.
“Just to hold something that’s over
200 years old is pretty amazing. The
flintlock pistol is 203-odd years old
and you’ve got to make your own projectiles. Every piece of the collection
has a story to tell.”
About a year and a half ago Glenn
began combining his interest in
collecting memorabilia with shooting.
Before then, he just “hadn’t gotten
around” to getting his firearm licence.
“I did it all as a kid and it didn’t really
interest me that much for a while,
until I found the Military Rifle Club.”
Now the whole Vessey family has
joined the club and regularly shoots
black powder and military firearms at
Eagle Park. Glenn’s partner, Dayle,
and sons Luke, 28, and Kane, 20
regularly attend MRC club shoots.
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Intervention orders and costs
PETER COOPER
Lawyer

tious, frivolous or in bad faith.

T

his little anecdote does not
apply to anyone in particular,
but points to the universal
experience of the numbness that
seems to get us through the first
hours following the service of an
Intervention Order.

So, you have come home from work.
The house is still empty but you are
getting used to it in a sort of a way.
Thank goodness you have a hobby
and some good friends who you can
meet down at the range or go for a
hunt with.
There is a knock at the door. There
are two policemen there. They serve
you with an Intervention Order applied for by a family member. They
also serve you with a Notice of Suspension and take possession of your
firearms and your licence. You follow
their instructions automatically. They
are polite and behave appropriately.
But where do you go from here? How
do you make this all go away? Well,
one issue that firearm owners need
to face is that this type of problem
does not easily go away.
Section 3 of the Victorian Firearms
Act 1996 is known as the ‘definitions’ section of the Act. One of the
definitions within that section is the
definition of a ‘prohibited person’. A
prohibited person is unable to possess a firearm licence and consequently cannot possess, carry or use
firearms.
Where a final Intervention Order
is made against you, you will be
deemed a prohibited person for five
years or more.
That is the dilemma for you as a firearm owner. On one hand, you may be
quite prepared to allow the applicant
their Intervention Order without any

What this means is that, contrary to
the perception I have noted above,
the courts will look carefully at how
an applicant behaves.

dispute. But if you do, then you will
be unable to pursue your recreation,
perhaps even your livelihood, for five
years or more.
On the other hand, you don’t have a
lot of funds to fight or negotiate the
matter. Even if you could negotiate
some sort of settlement, the application could be made again at the drop
of a hat.
And the more that you look at this application and Interim Order, the more
you realise that the things said about
you must be tested in an open court.
Intervention Orders (Family Violence
and Personal Safety Orders) and
their interaction with the Firearms
Act 1996 have been very fluid since
the inception of the Act. There is a
perception that the orders are often
biased in favour of the applicant.
However, in recent years the courts
have been giving attention to Section
154 of the Family Violence Protection
Act 2008 which lays down the principles which govern the issue of costs
in Intervention Order proceedings.
The governing principles are these:
•

There is a presumption that
parties will bear their own costs.
Sec 154 (1).

•

Where there are exceptional
circumstances, costs may be
ordered Sec 154 (3) (a).

•

There are special responsibilities
on an applicant. Sec 154 (3) (b)
where an application is made
that the court finds to be vexa-
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The term ‘vexatious’ has meaning
to which we attach a great deal of
wide-ranging definitions. The courts
now have guidance on what is
meant. In addition to cases, there is
a Vexatious Proceedings Act 2014
which gives clear definitions.
The term ‘frivolous’ has its ordinary
meaning and the court looks carefully
here at whether its instructions to the
applicant, particularly about evidence
and deadlines, are being followed or
being taken lightly.
The term ‘in bad faith’ is one of those
terms where we all know what it
means, but we cannot easily define
it. Here the court is particularly careful to seek to discern the purpose of
the application. If the true purpose of
the application is to seek protection,
then that is acceptable and proper.
However, if the true purpose of the
application was to cause inconvenience and there was no need for
the protection, the court will see ‘bad
faith’ operating.
Please be assured, applications for
Intervention Orders will always be
taken seriously and there will always
be a presumption that each party will
bear their own costs. At the same
time, the courts do not like to be
used as a tool by applicants solely to
cause inconvenience to others.
This article does not constitute legal
advice. It does not contain any material
that relates to any individual person.
Please make sure that if you are ever in
this position, you get legal advice. Remember, you are the client and you are
always free to check whether your lawyer
is familiar with the Firearms Act 1996 and
its interaction with the Family Violence
Protection Act 2008.

CPM course
refreshed

The first new Conservation and Pest Management accreditation course was held at Mildura in January, following approval from Parks Victoria.
Pictured is Training and Programs Co-ordinator David Croft and Mildura CPM Club President Kim Williamson.
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

DAVID CROFT
Training and Programs Co-ordinator

which they all approached the task.

O

Part of the CPM revamp involved introducing a new accreditation course
for volunteers, which was recently
approved by Parks Victoria. It means
now is a great time to share with the
membership what is happening with
the CPM program.

ver the past three years
SSAA Victoria has
been working hard to
revamp its Conservation and
Pest Management program. The
program has been around for more
than a decade and the volunteer
training and administration had
remained largely the same since its
inception.
The Victorian Government last year
committed to doubling its funding of
the CPM program. It will allow the
Association to work with Parks Victoria to further expand the program and
invest in its future.
The relationship between Parks Victoria and SSAA Victoria is incredibly
strong. At a recent meeting between
the two organisations, senior staff
from Parks Victoria spoke highly of
the volunteers who give their time to
work on the program. They commented on the professional nature in

SSAA Victoria put CPM accreditation courses on hold three years ago
because there were simply too many
accredited volunteers to fill the required positions on the program. This
freeze on training allowed the State
Office to begin refreshing the original
course, which was first used in 2003.
The initial stage of the project
involved investigating the course material and measuring that against the
outcomes set by Parks Victoria in its
Memorandum of Understanding and
funding agreement.
The second phase of the CPM review
involved looking into member participation and the allocation of work.
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Over the years hundreds of SSAA
Victoria members completed the
accreditation course, but several felt
they were not given enough opportunities to participate.
So, what is the solution? How do
we give all CPM members a ‘fair go’
while ensuring that our obligations to
Parks Victoria and the State Government are met?
The first step of improving member
participation will be to find out which
accredited members still want to
be part of the program. Through a
process called ‘revalidation’ SSAA
Victoria is going to contact all
CPM-accredited members directly
and ask them to notify the office via
the correct means if they wish to
continue. They will also be asked to
update their details. Those people
who are no longer interested or do
not respond will be cleared from the
database, paving the way for new
people to get involved.
CONTINUED PAGE 24
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Communication will be sent directly
to CPM-accredited members via post
and email in the coming weeks. It will
explain to the members exactly what
they need to do to continue working
on the program.
Following the revalidation process
all CPM-accredited members will be
provided a three-year accreditation.
Their accreditation will be renewed at
the end of that three-year period, provided they participate in the program
and complete a compulsory shooting
assignment and navigation test. It is

important to ensure all CPM-accredited members complete the assignment and test to show that their skills
remain current.
Members will also be obliged to
ensure they are easily contactable.
SSAA Victoria is embracing newer
technologies, like the website, emails
and smartphones, to improve member participation going forward. It
is important that members have an
email account because this is the
quickest and most efficient method of
keeping in contact with members.
To prevent SSAA Victoria from

generating an oversupply of CPM-accredited members again, accreditation courses will only be run on an
as-needs basis. If the State Office
has a necessity for members to fulfil a
project and cannot fill it from the pool
of existing members, then a course
will be conducted. In the meantime we
will attempt to give as many current
members as possible the opportunity
to be part of the program.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all CPM members for making
this possible.
Until next time, safe hunting.

Celebrating another year of small-bore
NEALE JOHNSON-TIDEY
Springvale Youth Training Scheme

O

ne of the major benefits
of the Springvale Youth
Training Scheme (YTS)
is the camaraderie which exists
between its members. The junior
competitors support and encourage
one another, while maintaining
a healthy competitive approach
towards their shooting.
The rapport that exists between
the juniors and their trainers/Range
Officers is also respectful. The committee of parents who co-ordinate the
group’s activities overview the YTS
with a benevolence that contributes
significantly to the sporting and social
atmosphere of the Springvale YTS.
On the first Sunday in December
each year, this sporting friendship is
celebrated through the YTS Christmas luncheon and novelty shoot.
Competition targets and score cards
are put aside and the juniors shoot at
novelty targets at varying ranges, up
to 50m.
Sunday, December 4, was the day on
which the Springvale YTS held the
2016 Annual Christmas Shoot. Junior
shooters, Range Officers, committee

The
Springvale
Youth
Training
Scheme
held a
novelty
Christmas
shoot in
December.
INSET:
Some of
the YTS
helpers
preparing
for the
shoot.

members and parents - approximately 80 people - sat down to a
cold meat and salad lunch followed
by sweets and soft drinks. All the
participants agreed that the mothers of the junior shooters excelled
at producing a wonderful meal.
The meal was followed by the
‘lucky door prize’, which has been
a feature of each Christmas lunch
since its inception.

Springvale YTS met
for the first time this year on February 5 and will continue to meet on the

The day ended another successful

first Sunday of the month throughout

year of training and competition for

the year. New members between 12

the Springvale YTS.

and 25 are always welcome.

24						SSAAVIC.COM.AU

AUSTRALIA’ S BIGGEST SHOOTING SPORTS EVENT

JUST KEEPS GETTING BIGGER!

SSAA
SH T EXPO
20 & 21 May, Melbourne Showgrounds- VIC
Find out what’s on @

www.shotexpo.com.au
Proudly Sponsored by:

FACES OF SSAA VICTORIA

John and Nancy

John and Nancy Disher found shotgun shooting later in life and have vowed to continue it until they die.		

PICTURE: Tatjana Plitt

Just what the doctor ordered

H

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor

ealth professionals
recommend older
Australians continue

exercising to reduce mobility
issues as they age. Some people
turn to water aerobics and lawn
bowls in their 70s, but Nancy and
John Disher are doing something
very different to stay fit and social.
The pair have been sporting shooters
and members of SSAA Victoria for

about 20 years. They began shooting
rifles at the range and enjoyed the
challenge, sportsmanship and social
side of the sport. But, as they aged,
shooting off-hand with a rifle became
“a chore”.
“With a rifle shooting a target at
500m free standing you need to be
fairly fit, have good breath, good
control, good reflexes and all of that
deteriorates as you get older,” John,
72, said. “The scores that I was
getting were deteriorating and I was
no longer as competitive.” Shooting
3-Positional requires competitors to
lie on the ground prone and shoot,
which is something the Dishers
would be unable to do now. “I found
that it was difficult to hold the rifle
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onto the target; I was getting too
weak,” Nancy, 75, said. “It was too
hard to hold the rifle still.”
It was around that time that Nancy
and John were introduced to shotgun
shooting and found a new passion.
Long-term friend Bill O’Connor
brought his shotgun to a club Christmas party and suggested his friends
try something different. “Well, out of
25 targets Nancy got eight and she
said, ‘When can we get a shotgun?’”
John said. Nancy compared the
experience of hitting clays with going
on rides at Luna Park. “You go on the
ride and it’s such a thrill,” she said.
“Well, it’s just like that when you hit a
clay target in shotgun shooting.”
CONTINUED PAGE 27
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The quick lift-shoot-lower shooting
action and the use of competition
loads (projectiles) preventing recoil
makes shotgun shooting easy on the
retirees’ bodies. It’s also “terrific fun”,
according to John. But the best thing
about shotgun shooting is that Nancy
and John can do it for the rest of their
lives. “You compare it to water skiing
and by the time you get to 45, you’re
out of it,” Nancy said. “Shotgun is
a sport you can do all your life. We
have an 84-year-old who is still a
good shot.”
Socialising is also a really important
activity for older Australians, who can
experience isolation after retirement. The Little River Sporting Clays
sub-club at Eagle Park Range has
provided a great avenue for Nancy
and John to socialise with friends,
and partake in competition. “We
do a lot of sporting clays and it’s a
really social day; an enjoyable day,”
Nancy said. “You make friends all
the time. You have six in your squad
and by the time you’ve started, then
gone around again and had a lunch,
it’s a full day. You make friends with
people from all over the world and all
over Australia if you get involved in
the competitions.”
“Sporting clays is my favourite type
of competition,” John said. “Sporting clays is run like a round of golf.
We’ve got a bit over 100 acres of
land at the shotgun club. We walk
around eight different stands. Each
has three traps that release the clay
targets at different angles. You come
not knowing what you’re going to get
and it’s a real challenge.”
The shotgun community is filled with
juniors, mums, dads, grandparents
and whole families who shoot together. The most competitive group,
however, is the women, according to
Nancy and John. “Women are ideally

John and Nancy Disher’s passion for shotgun shooting is about more than health, competition
and socialising – it’s about giving back to the community.
PICTURE: Tatjana Plitt

suited to shotgun,” John said. “If you
put down all the gold medals we have
won internationally, more than half
have been shot by women. When you
consider for every female shotgun
shooter, there are 100 men, those
are good odds. There is something
about girls, where if they like the
sport they can do really well.” True
to form, Nancy has beaten John in
every competition for the past six or
seven months.
Their participation in shotgun shooting is about more than health, competition and socialising – it’s about
giving back to the community. Nancy
and John have put an incredible
amount of work into building up the
Eagle Park Range, field rifle competitions, the Little River Sporting Clays
and the new five-stand range.
John was President of the Little River
Sporting Clays for eight years, then
Vice President for four years, while
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Nancy was Secretary and Treasurer
of the club. They also spent eight or
nine years working on the Geelong
Grammar School program, training,
coaching and scoring for the students. Nowadays Nancy works in the
Eagle Park Range office to cover sick
leave or annual leave. John keeps
himself busy working on the new
five-stand range, which is now open
on Saturdays and Sundays. “The
main purpose was to have a venue
where we could encourage people to
come and try shotgun,” he said, “get
some instruction, and if they like it
we encourage them to come to Little
River Sporting Clays.”
The range stalwarts are well-known
among Eagle Park Range users, who
often see the couple working at the
range together. And that’s not likely
to change any time soon. “When I’m
not involved, I’ll be dead,” John said.
“It keeps me alive.”
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AROUND THE TRAPS

Enjoying
SSAA East
Gippland’s
celebration
at Buchan
were Jarrod
Fraser
and his
sons Asher
(left), 3,
and Noah,
5.

Graeme Quick and ‘Ozzy’ getting out of the heat during the official
opening of the Buchan Rifle Range.

A couple of the East Gippsland Branch members serving up homemade
food at the Buchan Rifle Range opening.

Tony Brazzale and his daughter, Annabel, 6, at the
Buchan Rifle Range opening in November.

ABOVE AND INSET:
Some of the goodies sold
at the Buchan Rifle Range
opening. Devonshire tea,
jam, cakes, slices, honey
and other homemade
goods were donated by the
members of SSAA’s East
Gippsland Branch.
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SSAA
Victoria
Chief
Executive
Officer Jack
Wegman
and
Facilities
Manager
Shaun
Doyle at
the Buchan
Rifle Range
opening.

AROUND THE TRAPS
Got some pictures to share?
If you have taken some recent pictures of yourself or
friends at the ranges, an event or out on a hunt, send
them to the editor for inclusion in our new ‘Around the
Traps’ section. Email
caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au or drop
them into the State Office.

Range 3 at Springvale now has a new full-height backing plate under
cover. BELOW: The timber fence that divided ranges 3 and 4 at
Springvale has been replaced with a solid brick wall to improve safety.

The loan of firearms at Springvale is now managed through this
window at the side of the main entrance.

The Springvale YTS held its Christmas shoot in December. Many
participants and their supportive parents turned up for the event.
SSAA Mildura President Norv Appleby (left) and Brian Hawkes
participating in the practical component of the new Coservation and Pest
Management accreditation course.
The
presents
given
out at
Springvale
Youth
Training
Scheme’s
Christmas
shoot.
Mildura’s CPM Club President Kim Williamson retrieving his target during a
ceasefire at Mildura.
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BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS
DEER STALKERS
CLUB

ARMS & MILITARIA
COLLECTORS CLUB
The AMCC is a club that caters for people
who have an interest in older-type firearms and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group made up of very
keen members who have an extensive
knowledge of most firearms, books and
cartridges. If you have the same hobbies
then you must belong to a nominated
collectors club to obtain a collector’s
licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range
and meet on the first Thursday of each
month at 8pm.

third Wednesday of each month and
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is
our suggestion to come along for a few
meetings and see if you like the feel of
the club before you join.
The club arranges talks on hunting and
gear selection at its meets, and each
year there is free hunter training for
members.
For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

EAGLE PARK
RANGE

For further details, contact the State Office between 9am and 5pm on 03 8892
2777 or email Robert Lemm at amccvic@
optusnet.com.au

BENDIGO
BRANCH
Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 minutes west of Bendigo)
General shooting: First and third
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for
members. Undercover benches, target
frames supplied. 25m, 50m, 100m, 200m.
Safety and Family Firearms Education (SAFFE) Program: Second Sunday
of each month from 10am to noon. $8
(ammunition cost). Basic training for beginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.
Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire,
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for
a copy.
Contact: Branch President Vic Alexander, 0438 353 425
Website: ssaabendigo.com.au
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com

The Eagle Park Range caters for all
disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. The
main range caters for all rifles, from air
rifles to the largest calibres. The range is
approved to 500m, for all rifle calibres.
Opening hours:
Friday 9am – 5pm
Saturday 9am – 5pm
Sunday 9am – 5pm
Monday 9am – 5pm
Phone: 03 5283 1575
The range is home to the following
clubs:
•

3rd Military District Shooting Sports
Club

•

Big Game Rifle Club

•

Little River Raiders Single Action

•

Little River Sporting Clays

•

Melbourne Benchrest Club

•

Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club

•

Practical Pistol League of Australia

•

Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette

•

Arms and Militaria Collectors Club

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club

•

Youth Training Scheme

Post: PO Box 1098			
Bendigo, VIC 3552

Website: ssaavic.com.au/clubs

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the

Schedule of events
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Benchrest Practice First Saturday
each month
Military Rifle

First Sunday each
month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Practice

Second Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Second Sunday
each month

Big Game Rifle
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday
each month

Muzzle Loaders

Third Saturday
each month

Benchrest
Competition

Third Sunday each
month

Little River Raiders Single Action

Third Sunday each
month

Pistol Silhouette

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Competition

Fourth Sunday
each month

Rifle Competition*

Fourth Sunday
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle,
Metallic Silhouette, 3-positional and
novelty shoots.
Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors
firearm safety and correct shooting techniques. The Eagle Park Youth Training
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of
the month.

FIELD HUNTERS
CLUB
To help foster and develop hunter ethics,
hunter training and opportunity.
To foster the sustainable use of game.
To improve hunting for the future.
The club was set up in the late 1980s
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to
foster camaraderie among their fellow
hunters. The club offers a relaxed,
friendly and casual environment, with
over 250 active members. Come along to

BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS
one of our general meetings to see what
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or a
meal at Bruno’s Café.

you could soon find that you have too
much hunting available and not enough
time to fit it all in.

General meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of every month except
January at the Springvale SSAA Range,
714-716 Princes Highway from 7.30 pm.

In the past few months the club has delivered the following events to members:

We strive to provide members with both
hunting opportunities and training. There
are plenty of opportunities for members
to get out and hunt. As a bonus, you
meet like-minded hunters and often form
lifelong friendships.
If you are looking for an active hunting
club then look no further.
Member benefits include:
• Access to the FREE extensive hunting
DVD library.
• The monthly newsletter.
• Guest speakers from a wide range
of organisations, governing bodies or
training providers, keeping members
informed about what’s happening in the
hunting space.
• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, normally
$20.
• Organised hunting trips, including:
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck
shooting as pest control on rice crops
during November and December, NSW
R-licence hunts, weekly organised fox
drives during the cold months.
• On top of this, members have direct access to the club’s own Feral Animal Control Program, which has access to a major
area of prime hunting throughout Victoria,
all within two hours of Springvale.

•

Feral Animal Control Program hunts.

•

Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize
of $1500 for any hunting-related
equipment.

•

Aussie Disposals discount night.

•

Weekly fox drives, held in South
Gippsland.

•

4WD training course

•

Field to Fork game meat tasting
night.

•

NSW R-licence pig and goat hunts.

•

Butchering and techniques.

•

Pistol shooting.

So what are you waiting for, expand
your hunting horizon and come see for
yourself.
Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay
for your membership online.

LITTLE RIVER
RAIDERS
Little River Raiders is a Single Action
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle
Park Range, at Little River.
Single Action shooting is a living history
sport which uses the firearms of the
American ‘Old West’.

If you’re thinking of getting into or back
into hunting and want to get onto a variety of different properties on a monthly
or fortnightly basis then we are the club
for you and your friends.

Participants are required to adopt a
persona typical of the era and to dress
accordingly, so a darned good sense of
humour comes in handy for those who
want to join in.

Our own Feral Animal Control Program
hunts provide a platform that offers guidance and training to enhance member
skills and safety in the field. Since we
introduced this platform members have
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77
foxes.

Club competitions are held on the third
Sunday of every month. We shoot coach
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols,
lever- and pump-action rifles.

On top of all of this the club has a closed
Facebook group, just for members. This
is a great way for members to chat and
organise hunts among themselves, so

Black powder – cartridge and percussion
pistol – is also a recognised category of
Single Action. Our black powder shooters add to the atmosphere with lots of
smoke and noise to entertain all.
Shooter categories are established to
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cater for all age groups, both sexes, and
different skill mixes.
We also have long-range rifle competitions where speed is not as important as
accuracy.
These events use single shot, lever- and
pump-action rifles ranging from .22 to
big bore buffalo rifles.
All matches are run under the rules of
the Single Action Shooting Society.
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are
based on the ‘Old West’ – incidents out
of history, our translation of classic Western movies or the old TV series.
Visitors are welcome to come along to
any of our competitions and, if they like,
they may try their hand at Single Action
shooting under instruction.
The only thing you need is a desire to
enjoy yourself and have fun with people
dressed in cowboy gear, using period
firearms or faithful replicas.
For further information please look us
up at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or
contact the Secretary Flossy Devine on
0468 328 602.

LITTLE RIVER
SPORTING CLAYS
Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd,
Little River.
We aim to provide a wide variety of clay
targets using our amazing terrain to provide shooters with a great experience.
All levels of shooters are welcome, with
many seasoned hands available to provide direction and advice.
We encourage our shooters to join our
club and become involved in setting up
the grounds.
Please give us a call or send an email.
Our competition days are the fourth
Sunday of each month, with nominations opening at 9.30am and closing at
10.30am.
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JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN
JULY

AUG
SEP
OCT

NOV

DEC

8th

NO SHOOT

22nd

100 Target SCA State Selection Shoot-Sporting

12th

75 Target 5 Stand and SSAA
State Qualifer (OPEN TO
ALL )

26th

100 Target Shoot- Sporting

12th

100 Target SCA State Compact Titles

26th

100 Target Shoot- Sporting

9th

100 Target 5 stand SSAA
State Tiltes (OPEN TO ALL)

23rd

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

14th

100 Target - Doubles

28th

100 Target SCA State Selection Shoot-Sporting

11th

NO SHOOT

25th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

9th

75 Target Compact

23rd

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

13th

NO SHOOT

27th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

10th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

24th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

8th

NO SHOOT

22nd

100 Target SCA State Selection Shoot-Sporting

12th

Vince Panetta 100 Target
Sporting (OPEN TO ALL )

26th

100 Target Shoot- Sporting

17th

80 Target Xmas shoot
-Sporting

All shoots at LRSC are open to all
shooters.
Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828,
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au
Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

MILITARY RIFLE
CLUB
We are dedicated to the safe, competitive use of military firearms. Friendly and
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions
are held at the SSAA Little River Range
on the first and second Sundays of the
month. The first Sunday (9am start)
of the month events include the main
event, a 3-positional competition over
100m, 200m and 300m, plus the specialty event, which includes rapid-fire and is

different each month. A long-range event
at 500m is held three times a year. The
second Sunday (11am start) main event
is the 3P Trainer Competition on a mini
3P target over 50m, 75m and 100m,
using military trainer rifles (.22 and 310
calibers) The MRC State Titles are held
in April at the Dookie Agricultural College. Club rifles are available.
Other special away events are held in
partnership with several VRA clubs and
other Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s General Meeting for all members is held at
the SSAA Springvale Range on the fourth
Thursday of the month at 8pm. New
members, juniors and visitors are always
welcome. Come along and support your
club. Annual membership is $35 for
adults and $12.50 for juniors (12 to 17
years inclusive)
Website: www.vicmrc.com
Email: milrifle@yahoo.com.au
Phone: Ian Garth, 0408 568 083

PRACTICAL PISTOL
LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA
Practical Pistol League of Australia (PPLA)
was formed in about 1976/77 as a result
of the surge in interest in IPSC. The PPLA
was the second IPSC club formed in
Australia and the first in Victoria. The aim
was, and still is, to expand the interest
in the shooting discipline of the International Practical Shooting Confederation
or IPSC.
This action pistol sport epitomizes the
safe use of pistols in the sporting arena.
IPSC, as the name indicates, is an international sport followed by thousands of
competitors in just about every nation
on the planet. IPSC only uses full power
handguns of .38 or 9mm calibre, including all of their variants.
The PPLA runs monthly competitions on
the third Sunday of each month at Eagle
Park and has built an enviable array of
pistol ranges to ensure that IPSC shooting is shown at its best in Australia. In
fact the range complex area built by the
PPLA for IPSC are among only a few in
Australia that can truly host and international level IPSC competition. PPLA has
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produced some of the finest IPSC competitors and international Range Officers
within the world of IPSC.
PPLA has its own website and produces
newsletters at various times throughout
the year to keep members informed and
plays a large part in the running of IPSC
at a state, national and international level
with various members holding positions
at these levels. PPLA also has government-accredited testers to examine
new members to ensure that they are
properly trained in the safe use and care
of firearms.
The club’s annual fees are varied and
huge discounts are offered to families
who wish to join. As we are an IPSC-only
club, each member is required to join
IPSC. Prospective members should make
themselves known to a committee member at any of our training/practice days,
which are held every Sunday. The club is
a sub-club of the SSAA and membership
of that organisation is mandatory.
Our ranges are situated at the SSAA Eagle Park Range facility in Little River, an
easy 40 minutes from Melbourne.
PPLA can be contacted either at our
website, www.ppla.org.au or directly to
Bill Campbell on 0412 855 266. Feel free
to visit our range to discuss your interest
on the first Sunday of each month from
around 9.30am.

SHOTGUN
SHOOTING
Shotgun shooters from across the state
have been invited to the Five-Stand
Selection Shoot at Eagle Park on Sunday,
February 12.
Hosted by the Little River Sporting Clays,
the event will be followed by the National
Championship at the Shepparton Branch
from July 28 to 30.
Nominations will kick off at 9am with the
shooting getting under way at 9.30am.
The club’s canteen is fully catered.
Five-stand schedule 2017
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February 12: Five-stand selection
shoot, Eagle Park Range (Gifkins Road,
Little River)

Springvale Range. Completing the introduction course is the first step in joining
our club.

March 11: Five-stand second selection
shoot, Shepparton Branch (1170 Midland
Highway, Shepparton)

Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee
and thereafter a $100 membership fee
due at the end of April of each year.

April 9: Victorian State Five-stand Titles,
Eagle Park Range
July 28-30: Five-stand Shotgun National
Championships, Shepparton Branch
For more information about the Eagle
Park events, contact Eddie Magee on
0412 279 828 or e.jmagee@bigpond.net.
au

Range entry fees are separate and paid
directly to the SSAA, however yearly
range entry passes are available from
our club.
For more information please see our
website at:
Website: www.sspc.org.au
Contact: info@sspc.org.au

For information about the Shepparton
events, contact Tony Connell on 0419
331 374.

SPORTING SHOOTERS
PISTOL CLUB

SPRINGVALE
PISTOL CLUB
The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:
•

The SSPC is a friendly and social handgun shooting club with over 400 members. It runs primarily from the SSAA
Springvale Range.
Competitions and practices are held on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and
Sundays from noon.
A variety of competitions are shot, including ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire
and classic pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m,
service match, IPSC and metallic silhouette (at Eagle Park range). Our website
contains a full calendar of competitions
and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome. We run
regular Introduction to Handguns courses which will teach you the basics of
handgun safety and shooting fundamentals as well as provide an introduction
to joining the club. The course consists
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60
minutes on the range firing a variety of
club handguns. The course costs $65 and
includes range entry and ammunition.
Bookings for the course are taken online
at our website or at the front desk at

•
•

Affiliation with the peak bodies
in Victoria and Australia for national and international handgun
competitions.
Instruction, coaching and training for
competition-oriented shooters
A home base at the SSAA Springvale
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members,
many of whom actively train for and
shoot competitions at local, state and
interstate events. Shooting is a sport
that does not present a barrier to anyone
who wishes to get involved - neither age,
physical ability nor gender are barriers to
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting.
It does require a high degree of self-discipline, attention to detail and willingness
to learn if you are to progress to high
levels of performance, but it is also a
great pastime for those who have less
time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has
many facilities for the use of members.
Those who wish to learn the disciplines
of target shooting and how to shoot
them well are welcome to join our growing membership. SPC shoots on Wednesday nights.
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Email: secretary@springvalepc.org
Website: www.springvalepc.org

SSAA SPRINGVALE
RANGE
The Springvale Shooting Range is open
every day of the week. The facility, which
includes a licensed bar, lounge, and
restaurant, allows patrons to shoot: .22
rifles only at 50m (no magnums); and
has 25-50m pistol ranges and a 10m air
rifle range.
The range hosts a number of competitions throughout the week, as well as catering for corporate and group shooting
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday
parties and community activities.
The 50m, .22 main range is available
to the public and members. Unlicensed
shooters are welcome to come down and
use the facility under the guidance of
experienced range officers/instructors.
Loan firearms are available at the range.
Trading hours:
Monday to Friday: 5pm to 9pm
Saturday: 10am to 6pm
Sunday: 10am to 5pm
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Contact: Assistant Range Manager Raymond Tan, springvale@ssaavic.com.au

SSAA WOMEN’S
GROUP
For women who love to combine shooting and socialising!
We meet on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.
Multi disciplines: Practise and competition, 3P, field rifle, practical rifle, sports
rifle, air rifle, stuff we make up as we go.
Shooter of the Month Awards, Shooter of
the Year Award.
Annual membership fee: $20
Annual target levy: $50
Need more information?
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Secretary: Jenny, dejen@jeheda.com
Club PR Officer: Zdenka, 0418 562 257
Club Coach: Bill O’Connor, 0408 323 060

VICTORIAN MUZZLE
LOADING CLUB

For more information contact VMLC
President Jim Morraitis on 03 9401 1955
during business hours, visit www.vmlc.
com.au or Facebook at www.facebook.
com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twitter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest search
for Victorian Muzzle Loading Club.

WODONGA
BRANCH

Rekindle the spirit of black powder firearm sports shooting with the VMLC.
Relive the excitement of the bygone days
by shooting black powder firearms - a
truly engrossing and satisfying sport.
Everyone is welcomed to attend the
VMLC monthly competitions at SSAA
Victoria’s Eagle Park Shooting Complex
on the third Saturday of every month.
Even if you don’t own any muzzle loading
or black powder firearms, knowledgeable
and generous VMLC members are always
eager to give you a few shots!
Competitions are organised for all black
powder original and reproduction firearms including cap and ball, cartridge
and single-shot handguns, muzzle loading long-arms including flint, percussion,
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile,
smooth bore musket cartridge rifle, and
muzzle loading and cartridge shotguns.
From January to October competitions
are held. Prize-winners are presented
with cards as well as trophies for the
various championships, such as Breech
Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Rifle, Traditional Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long
Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading
Shotgun, and Handgun.
For November many members camp at
Eagle Park for the two-day State Championships where lots of black powder and
lead is expended during the day, and at
night everyone relaxes at the free barbecue exchanging black powder stories
and having a good time. December is set
aside for some traditional competitions,
such as cannon and novelty events.
VMLC membership also includes an entertaining and informed newsletter, The
Ramrod, which is sent to members every
month. The Ramrod includes shooters’
scores, VMLC record scores, coming
events and additional articles of interest
to the black powder enthusiast.

Day range pass:
SSAA members
Adult

$10

Pensioner

$5

Junior

Free

Non members
Adult

$20

Pensioner

$15

Junior

Free

Other fees:
Target Frame Hire

$5

Targets

$1 each

Competition Fee

$5

Range passes
(SSAA members
only)
Annual range
passes

$65
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range
$35
passes (pensioner)
Six month range
passes

$35
Jan 1 to Jun 30

Wodonga range matters
Upon arriving at the range, leave your
firearms securely locked in your vehicle
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who
will be wearing a high-visibility vest.
The RO will guide you to sign the range
attendance sheet and take your range
fees. The RO will instruct you on when
you may bring firearms from a vehicle
to the firing line and when you may take
firearms from the firing line back to a
vehicle.
The use of correct eye and hearing
protection is compulsory for all people
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not
acceptable.
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Standing calendar – rifle range(s)
First Sunday – NO SHOOTING ON
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)
First Saturday
•
1pm -3pm Training programs and
group bookings
Second Sunday
•
11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest
.22 LR
•
Noon .22 r imfire 100m Fly
Shoot
•
1pm .22 LR rimfire Metallic
Silhouette
Third Saturday
•
1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic
Silhouette
Third Sunday
•
10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any
L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
•
10.15am-noon Handgun Club Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday
•
10.45am 300m Fly Shoot any firearm
•
12.30pm 200m fox shoot
Fifth Sunday
•
10am - 4pm general shooting
Wednesday 10am-noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and general shooting practice is welcome on all
scheduled competition days.
Contact: President Josh Knight, jaek1@
me.com or 0488 970 293. Secretary Faith
Porter, secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au,

WODONGA
HANDGUN CLUB
PO Box 501, Wodonga, VIC 3689.
Upcoming major events: Friendly
reminder – Victorian members your
VICPOL participation records were
due on January 31, 2017. Please either
email, post or hand deliver to the club
Secretary.
February 2017: There will be some
minor disruptions to our 50m ranges,
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with the construction of our new turning
target system is been installed. Thank
you in advance for your support and
understanding.
Standing calendar – Handgun club
First Saturday
•
10.30am Bullseye (900 match)
•
12.30pm Service Pistol
•
1pm Action Match (Practical)
First Sunday		
•
11.30am to 1pm Blackpowder, air
pistol, 25m
Second Saturday
•
10am Introduction course (must
book)
•
1pm Centrefire/25m
•
1pm Action Match (falling plates)
Second Sunday
•
9.30am IPSC (level one)
Third Saturday
•
10.15am Centrefire/25m
•
1.30pm Metallic Silhouettes (300m
range)
•
1pm Action Match (barricades)
Fourth Saturday
•
10.15am to noon Metallic Silhouettes
Field and Rimfire (300m range)
•
10.15am Standard Pistol
•
1pm Steel Challenge – club level
Fifth Saturday
•
10.30am Practice and novelty events
The range is open some Wednesdays
from 12.30pm to 3pm. Please email the
Secretary to verify which Wednesdays it
is open.
See website for more details on WHGC
http://www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au/
Our contact details
Contact us: President Bruce Sweeney
bcsween@bigpond.com or Secretary
Ruth on secretary@wodongahandgunclub.org.au

WORKING GUN
DOGS ASSOCIATION
WGAA’S first training day for the year is
on Sunday, February 19.
Gundog training is on the third Sunday
of each month and our new venue has
proved to be very successful. See our
blog for directions to the site - just Goo-

STOCK IMAGE: Working Gundog

gle ‘wgaa blog’ or contact the Training
Officer, Kevin Phelps 0407 091 221.
The club has an extensive range of training equipment which includes several
electronic throwers, a ‘backing’ dog,
retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and
release traps
As usual, kick off is at 9am with a barbecue and raffle at midday.
Anyone with a gundog is welcome. Any
queries please contact our Training Officer, Kevin Phelps – 0407 091 221.
We hope everyone enjoys the day.
Events in March
For information on events in March contact Training Officer Kevin Phelps, 0407
091 221.
Water Test and Christmas Breakup
The Christmas breakup was a huge
success even though it was a bit hot on
the day.

Water Test results:
Beginners - Judge Bill Allen
1.

Angie & Ishtar

2.

Shane & Slim

3.

Andrew & Bass

Intermediate - Judge Bill Allen
1.

Luc & Chief

2.

Phillip & Bella

3.

Henry & Bailey and Barry & Kio

Advanced - Judge Wayne Phelps
1.

Kevin & Aussie

2.

David & Pippa

3.

Sam & Nellie

Memberships
2017 Memberships are due. The membership fee is $30.

The venue was incredible with water,
water everywhere. The lunch was ‘over
the top’ and the Water Test was a fitting
final event for the year.

Thanks to all those who have already
renewed their memberships.

Thanks to all those who pitched in to put
on the day - everyone helped and that is
why WGAA is so successful.

WGAA is on Facebook.

It is amazing what has been achieved in
the past event-filled 12 months - monthly
training days, committee meetings, duck
opening practice day, retrieving trials,
Perth Shot Expo demonstration, AGM
and Water Test.

View reports and slideshows of WGAA
events on WGAA’s blog at http://wgaa.
blogspot.com or just google - wgaa blog

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

Facebook

WGAA blog

A new website is presently under construction. More news soon.
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Hunting’s future
depends on you
Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.
As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect animals

Respect the hunt

• Only take what you can use

• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Lead by example

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)
with you
• Bury or remove animal remains

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them
• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Keep campfires safe

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Leave your campsite clean

• Only enter private property with permission

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect the laws

Respect other hunters
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping
in the same area as other people
• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field
• Share your knowledge and skills with others

• Take time to know the laws and act within them
at all times
• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting
• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au
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