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The SSAA SHOT Expo 
on May 20 and 21 
was a resounding 

success. We sold 17,116 
tickets this year, which was 
an increase of 23 per cent. I 
think everyone who attended 
could agree that there was 
a noticeable increase in 
children and families when 
compared to the 2015 event. 

I also wanted to send a spe-
cial thank you to the sub-club 
members who volunteered to 
promote their clubs through-
out the weekend. They all did 
a fantastic job and I hope you 
got a lot of interest. 

At a National level, we are now 
in the final stages of prepara-
tions for the Brisbane Expo in 
August. It will be the second 
SSAA SHOT Expo held in 
Queensland and we are ex-
pecting great attendance. 

Looking ahead, planning for 
the next Melbourne SSAA 
SHOT Expo in 2019 has be-
gun. We are looking to expand 
the venue and improve traffic 
management to cater to even 
bigger crowds. There are 
many other plans in the works 
but it is too early to share 
them at this point.

The SSAA National Annual 
General Meeting was held on 
April 29 and 30 in Darwin. It 
was great to get people from 
SSAA branches across the 
entire country together for 
the weekend. At the meeting 
I was returned as Junior Vice 
President of SSAA National.

 The next year or so will be 
quite politically focused at 
SSAA National. Queensland, 

Victoria, South Australia and 
Tasmania are all having state 
elections during that period.

While the National Firearms 
Agreement is no longer 
featured in the mainstream 
media, it is still an issue we 
are working on. 

SSAA Victoria was instrumen-
tal in establishing a sub-com-
mittee of the Combined 
Firearms Council of Victoria. 
It prepared a submission 
to Federal Justice Minister 
Michael Keenan, pointing out 
the many issues with the new 
NFA. We met with Minister 
Keenan’s Chief of Staff to 
present the paper and recent-
ly received a response to our 
submission from the Minister. 
We were unsatisfied with the 
response and continue to 
work on a resolution.

An important article has 
been published on the SSAA 
Victoria website recently. The 
article regards a recent vote 
in the Victorian Parliament, in 
which MPs were called to sup-
port the important contribution 
recreational shooters make to 
the community. 

I encourge all of you to read 
that article and act on it. The 
more people who meet their 
MPs, the better chance we 
have of preventing unneces-
sary changes to the Victorian 
Firearms Act 1996.

DENIS MORONEY
SSAA Victoria President
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The 2017 SSAA SHOT Expo 
Melbourne made history last 
month, becoming the biggest 

ever Expo of its kind. More than 
17,100 people attended the event 
at the Melbourne Showgrounds – 
an increase of 23 per cent on the 
city’s previous SSAA SHOT Expo.

SSAA Victoria President Denis Mo-
roney said the Association was en-
couraged by ticket sales of the recent 
Expo and looking forward to similar 
positive results at the Brisbane Expo 
in August. “It’s really pleasing to see 
that at a time when firearms owner-
ship is being met with such opposi-
tion, in the media in particular, that 
support of the shooting sports has 
not faltered,” he said.

A focus on children’s entertainment 
and creating a family-friendly atmo-
sphere this year, led to more than 4200 

family tickets being sold. Children 
under 12 were able to try archery, have 
their faces painted, go on the jumping 
castles, play in the petting zoo, enjoy 
the Buck Hunter arcade game at the 
SSAA stand and see the Working 
Gundogs demonstrations. 

An expansion of the shooting ranges 
left visitors aged 12 and up with their 
choice of two outdoor ranges – the 
NSW rifle range or the VAPA pistol 
range. Inside the main exhibitor hall 
visitors could shoot pistol or rifle, un-
der the guidance of SSAA Victoria’s 
trained Range Officers, at the six-bay 
range. 

“Between the indoor and outdoor 
ranges, 1911 people had a go at 
shooting across the weekend,” Denis 
said. “What was most encouraging 
was the number of junior shooters 
who had a go at the ranges, with 449 
lining up across the weekend.” 

SSAA Victoria teamed up with 
Outdoor Sporting Agencies (OSA) to 
run a junior shooter competition. The 
junior who shot the best target at the 
Expo won a Gamo Shadow DX .177 
air rifle with a scope. One hundred 
and sixty-nine juniors submitted their 
targets for the competition. 

Matthew Bagnato, 17, was the junior 
with the highest score of 47. The 
member of Third Military District Pis-
tol Club at Eagle Park was so hopeful 
of the win that he left class to take 
the call from SSAA Victoria on the 
Monday following the Expo. 

But the most encouraging aspect of 
the entire SSAA SHOT Expo was the 
dedication and the commitment of the 
volunteers. Sixty-eight SSAA Victoria 
volunteers worked at the ranges, R-li-
cence hall, SSAA stand and roamed 
around the event doing various im-
portant tasks across the weekend. 

CONTINUED PAGE 5

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor

Records smashed at the 
SSAA SHOT Expo

More than 17,000 people attended the 
SSAA SHOT Expo at the Melbourne 

Showgrounds on May 20 and 21. INSET: 
SSAA Victoria Board member and Range 

Officer David Zielinski helps a visitor at 
the indoor range at the SSAA SHOT Expo. 

PICTURES: Brendan Laird
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Every single volunteer who was on 
the roster turned up for their shift. 
Many volunteers elected to stay 
longer than their rostered shift, or 
returned for another day.

“The volunteers were just excellent,” 
Denis said. “Dozens of volunteers 
worked tirelessly for the entirety of 
their shifts. It was overwhelming to 
see so many people who were so 
passionate about the shooting sports 
and about SSAA, coming together 
and working as a team. Those people 
should be very proud of themselves 
for the work that they did.”

Nine SSAA sub-clubs also booked 
stands at the Expo to promote their 
shooting disciplines and membership 
benefits. Every sub-club stand was 
visited by dozens, if not hundreds, 
of people throughout the weekend. 
Each of those stands was staffed 
by volunteers who sacrificed their 
weekends with family to promote 
their clubs. 

“We had both Eagle Park and 
Springvale Youth Training Schemes 
there, as well as Field Hunters Club, 

Deerstalkers Club, Working Gundogs 
Association of Australia, Victori-
an Muzzleloaders Club, Sporting 
Shooters Pistol Club, Big Game Rifle 
Club, and the Little River Raiders 
all represented at the Expo,” Denis 
said. “Club members put a lot of time 
into the presentation of those stands 
and they all looked fantastic. Every 
time I looked over at the clubs they 
were swamped by interested visitors, 
which was encouraging.” Overall 168 
volunteers attended the Expo to pro-
mote their sub-club or work for SSAA 
Victoria directly.

While the attendance and volunteer 
participation figures paint a promising 
picture of the future of the shooting 
sports, it was important to SSAA that 

politicians and authorities saw the 
show for themselves. VIPs from the 
National Party, Liberal Democrats, 
Liberal Party and Shooters, Fishers 
and Farmers Party attended site 
walk-throughs and morning teas 
across the weekend. Invited guests 
from Parks Victoria, Game Manage-
ment Authority and Shooting Industry 
Foundation of Australia (SIFA) also 
attended.

In the interest of continuous improve-
ment, anyone who attended the 
SSAA SHOT Expo, who would like to 
provide feedback is welcome. Please 
email state_office@ssaavic.com.au

SEE SSAA SHOT EXPO PRIZE WINNERS ON 
PAGE 24 AND MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 27.

The Buck 
Hunter 
arcade 
game at 
the SSAA 
stand was 
popular 
with 
children 
and families 
throughout 
the 
weekend.

SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney, pictured at the SSAA SHOT Expo, praised the team of 68 volunteers who represented the State Office at the 
event.                                                                                                                                                                      PICTURE: Sam Talbot 

INSET: The Working Gundogs 
Demonstrations were a centrepiece 
of the SSAA SHOT Expo once again. 

PICTURE: Brendan Laird
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MARK PELLEY 
Victorian Shooter contributor

My passion for both snakes 
and hunting have earned 
me the nickname “Snake 

Hunter”. 

By trade, I have worked with, caught, 
handled and bred the most venom-
ous snakes on the entire planet, both 
in Australia and overseas. I also work 
as a Snake Consultant providing 
information and reptile education 
awareness programs in schools, and 
to private groups and businesses. My 
aim is to help people understand how 
to be safe around Australia’s snakes. 

As an avid reader of SSAA maga-
zines, I feel immensely privileged to 
bring my knowledge to Australian 
shooters about this very misun-
derstood creature. Shooters can 
come across snakes while hunting 
in forests, fields, farms or wetlands 
anywhere in Australia. 

What is right, and the safest thing 
to do around snakes, is not always 
understood even among the most 
experienced shooters. 

As we enter winter, hunters could 
drop their guard about snakes, 
believing them to be hiding from the 
wintry weather. This article will focus 
on understanding snakes while hunt-
ing in the cold. It includes a feature 
piece about copperhead snakes – the 
only venomous snake in Australia 
that can survive above the snow line.  

In the southern, colder parts of Aus-
tralia, such as Victoria or Tasmania, 

or in mountainous regions where 
temperatures fall significantly, snakes 
are less active. Despite this, they can 
be found underground, in man-made 
structures, and in logs, hollows or 
other places where they can readily 
access shelter, sunlight or water. A 
hunter should not be surprised on 
cold days, that snakes will prefer to 
bask in as much sunlight as possible 
before settling in for the night. 

In Victoria in winter, snakes often hide 
in animal feed sheds or other places 
not frequently accessed by humans.

Hibernation/brumation 
…. a confused notion

One of the biggest misunderstand-
ings about snakes relates to whether 
they really ‘hibernate’ in winter. Wher-
ever I go, someone is always telling 
me that snakes hibernate during 
winter so there is no need to worry 
about them. To properly understand 
this issue, please note the following: 

Snakes do NOT “hibernate” in the 
same way mammals do. Winter dor-
mancy in reptiles is known as “bru-
mation”. This is similar to hibernation 
but has key differences: 

• Instead of experiencing long and 
sustained periods of inactivity, 

reptiles still need to drink water 
or relocate, should the chosen 
area become too disturbed. 

• All snakes have different periods 
of brumation, which depend on 
the location, latitude and tem-
peratures of the place they live. 

• As snakes depend on external 
sources for heat, they can still be 
found seeking spots of sunlight 
where available, even in cold 
months. 

Therefore it is a semi-dormancy that 
snakes demonstrate in the colder 
periods and not total hibernation. In 
extremely cold weather, the laten-
cy period is extended and snakes 
remain dormant for longer. 

Hunters need to understand that the 
autumn and winter months are no time 
to be complacent about snakes. Re-
gardless of the temperature, snakes 
can still be around and can bite any 
hunter who is unfortunate enough to 
come across one. If you see a snake, 
do NOT attempt to handle or kill it. 
Simply back away and move around 
it. One snake that is very adept to 
the cold weather is the Copperhead 
snake (see above picture). 

CONTINUED PAGE 7

Snakes in the 
cold season

A Copperhead snake



SSAAVIC.COM.AU 7

The SSAA Victoria Annual General Meeting has 
been announced in the Australian Shooter and 
Victorian Shooter magazines. The date is set 

for Sunday, September 17. Held at the Hotel Bruce 
County, 445 Blackburn Rd, Mount Waverley, from 
2pm, the event is open to all SSAA Victoria members.

Nominations to fill our four Board vacancies opened on 
Wednesday, June 7, and close on Friday, July 7. Anyone 
wishing to nominate for the Board  
can obtain the correct forms from the SSAA Victoria  
State Office on 03 8892 2777 or by emailing  
state_office@ssaavic.com.au

The correct nomination forms must be completed by 
each person wishing to nominate for a vacant position 

on the SSAA Victoria Board, along with a proposer and 
seconder. Persons nominating must be eligible to vote as 
defined by the SSAA Victoria constitution and electoral 
by-laws. All candidates, proposers and seconders must 
be adult members of the SSAA Victoria of at least 12 
months standing. If the nominee, proposer or seconder 
fail to meet the requirements set out in the SSAA Victoria 
constitution and electoral by-laws, the nomination will be 
void. This form is mandatory.

Financial accounts for the year ending April 2017 will be 
available on the SSAA Victoria website (ssaavic.com.au) 
prior to the meeting or upon written request.

The results of the postal ballot will be announced at the 
2017 AGM.

SSAA Victoria Annual General Meeting announced

TYPES: Lowland Copperhead, 
Highland Copperhead and the Dwarf 
Copperhead. 

LOCATION: Located in most of Victo-
ria, Eastern NSW and south eastern 
parts of South Australia (See map 
adopted from the Australian Venom 
Research Unit). 

SIZE: Copperhead snakes are typi-
cally about 1.3m long and of medium 
build. 

DESCRIPTION: Males can grow up 
to 1.8m long and females are usually 
much shorter. They display significant 
variation in colour from copper to 
red, brown or black, and more often 
have red along the sides. This snake is 
frequently confused with a Red-Bel-
lied Black snake.

DISTRIBUTION: These snakes thrive 
in colder climates and are found espe-
cially around swampy areas, marshes 
or water. Keep these snakes in mind 
when hunting in mountains as they 
are the only venomous snake that can 
be found above the snow line. 

DIET: Frogs, small lizards and mam-
mals, as well as other snakes. 

BEHAVIOUR: In cold weather they 
are more active during the day. In 
hot weather they are more active at 
night. Copperhead snakes are unlikely 
to bite but can still do so if provoked. 
They prefer to run, if given the oppor-
tunity.

VENOM: Venom similar to a Tiger 
snake. Requires immediate treat-
ment. Tiger snake anti-venom is used 
in hospitals. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE A  
COPPERHEAD: Do NOT under any 
circumstances attempt to approach, 
handle, or kill a Copperhead snake. 
It is illegal to do so and, if bitten, the 
venom could quickly kill you. 

FACT SHEET: COPPERHEAD SNAKES
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PETER COOPER 
Lawyer

This subject is not pretty, for: 

• Anyone on the receiving end 
of it;

• Anyone accused of it;

• Police Officers who have to 
police it; and,

• Courts who have to decide on it.

In the Family Violence Act 2008, 
three significant concepts have been 
added to the conceptual basis of 
family violence and they have turned 
many attitudes on their ear.

If someone is accused of violence, 
it is no longer possible for them just 
to say, “What did I do? I have never 
touched him/her”.

Built into the Family Violence Protec-
tion Act 2008 are now three catego-
ries of ‘non-violent’ family violence. 
It is now recognised that some of us 
assert control in the family home with 
a threat of violence. Some of us use 

economic controls to keep a family 
member subservient. Others may 
use emotional and/or psychological 
abuse in the form of put-downs and 
sarcasm against a family member.

These are bewildering. Yet, the idea 
of the laws of assault as a crime and a 
trespass, containing specifically violent 
and non-violent elements has been 
known for centuries. It was never con-
troversial in theory, only in practice.

I have a view as to why it has hap-
pened this way, which I wish to share. 
It does not excuse you or me, if we 
are accused of it, but by getting some 
insight into our own thinking I hope we 
are less likely to be accused of it. 

Let me take you back to the 1680s 
in England to meet Mr Savage and 
Mr Tuberville. The 17th and 18th 
centuries were quarrelsome times in 
England. There was no regular police 
force. The Courts did not sit year-
round, coming perhaps four times a 
year for “the Assizes”.

On a particular day, Mr Savage 
insulted Mr Tuberville. Mr Tuberville 

took offence, pulled back, laid his 
hand on his sword and said, “If it 
were not Assize time I would not take 
such language from you.”.

Mr Savage reacted and, in the alter-
cation that followed, Mr Tuberville 
lost an eye. He was sued in trespass 
for the assault and, in his defence, 
Mr Savage said he was provoked. 
The court did not buy that. It found 
that Mr Tuberville had signalled that 
absolutely nothing would happen 
that day. Mr Savage could not say he 
was in reasonable fear of something 
happening then and there.

Throughout the years, a practical 
distinction between violent action and 
a threat of violence has always been 
the immediacy and the likelihood of a 
threat being carried out.

Even with the advent of the tele-
phone, the practical distinction 
remained. It was because a tele-
phone call on a landline, no matter 
how repulsive, had to be coming from 
some distance away.

CONTINUED PAGE 9

If it were not assize time …

Changes to the Family Violence Protection Act 2008 
mean there are now three categories of ‘non-violent’ 
family vioelnce. PICTURE: Adobe Stock
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Then with the invention of mobile 
phones, the internet and handheld 
devices, this distance disappeared 
as a practical distinction. At that time, 
the true issue of threat came out from 
under the rug where it had been suc-
cessfully hidden for all those years. 

The police began to require practical 
tools to address the problem now 
articulated by victims. 

That problem went something like 
this: “He/she has never touched me, 
but I always feel like I am walking on 
eggshells”.

The Parliament and the Courts gave 
them the tools to assess this prob-
lem in Sections 4, 5, 6, and 7 of the 
Family Violence Act 2008. They can 
be Googled readily. 

What we have to do is to accept that 
our thinking, that of our peers and, in-
deed, our culture has been reshaped, 
essentially by technology. 

The time and space that was notion-

ally available to Mr Savage to choose 
a non-violent response is no longer 
available.

So what do we do, positively, to 
protect ourselves and give a gift to 
our partners, spouses and children? I 
suggest the following:

1. Consider how our behaviour 
looks to another- especially 
someone smaller and younger 
than ourselves.

2. Empower our spouses, partners 
and family with money, be it 
pocket money or joint bank ac-
counts. It is really not a question 
of how much so much as what 
you have to share.

3. Come to grips with the manner in 
which we address our spouses, 
partners and family.

If necessary, get a trusted friend, a 
real mate, to speak truth to us.

I do not see Mr Savage and Mr 
Tuberville as bad men, but we would 
agree that times have moved on. They 

would get no traction today - wearing 
swords as a normal wear and fighting 
each other with personal weapons.

I invite you to accept that time has 
moved on for us too.

My notes:  

I have tried very hard to keep this 
article not so much ‘gender neutral’ 
as ‘gender inclusive’. That aspect of 
the Family Violence Act turns around 
the threat of violence, rather than the 
actual exercise of violence. The his-
torical clear skew of figures of injury 
and mortality in domestic violence do 
not skew as clearly towards men. 

Also, these aspects of the Act relate 
to non-violent exercises of power 
are carried out by women and men, 
upon small children, disabled or 
elderly family members and spous-
es, and partners who do not have 
permanent residency or citizenship 
… Believe me, both men and women 
are powerful.

Tuberville V Savage [1689] HE England

RON JAMES 
Victorian Shooter contributor

Within our shooting group, 
there is a rule regarding 
pig-hunting: only cartridges 

of .243 calibre and above are used. 
I know that many pigs are shot with 
lesser calibres, like the .22/250, 
.220 Swift and the .223 Remington. 
However, in our opinions (with 
apologises to Robert Ruark) they are 
simply ‘not enough gun’.  

This statement is not merely a matter 
of ft/lbs or paper ballistics. It is based 
on more than 35 years of field expe-
rience by more than one individual. 
The collective experience is that none 
disagree with the statement. 

CONTINUED PAGE 10

Cartridges for hunting pigs
Lever-action country. PICTURE: Ron James
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I will use the .243 Winchester on set 
shots, such as on a dam. I will use 
a premium bullet including protector 
points, Nosler Ballistic tips, Accu-
bonds, a Hornady Interlock or SST. A 
set shot is one situation, but a fleeing 
pig is different.  

Our collective experience is that a 
hard-running pig, if hit, is invariably 
penetrated too far back to do much 
damage. There is not a great deal of 
bone in the rear two-thirds of a pig’s 
anatomy. The bullet used has to have 
a lot of clout to change the animal’s 
mind about continuing to run.

I have witnessed many small-to-me-
dium pigs hit with .223 Remingtons 
and similar calibres on the run. Most 
escaped at the time, but many were 
recovered days later, by chance, with 
up to three bullet holes in them. 

The other problem is wounded 
animals and nearby cover. With pigs 
a large percentage of the time, thick 
cover is usually well within sprinting 
range. You simply have to stop them 
escaping when hit. This requires a 
cartridge with enough ft/lb of energy 
to achieve the desired result.

There are those who will claim that 
calculated ft/lbs of energy are a 
waste of time and prove nothing. If 
that is the case, should you ignore 
the mathematics entirely? What then 
do you use to compare one bullet to 
another? What about different types 
of bullets in the same calibre?

Other than the 6mm cartridges, what 
then works, based on field expe-
rience? The .25-06 Remington is 
thought by some to be the classic 
Australian cartridge, for use on var-
mints to big game. For pig hunting, 
with good 100gn or 117gn bullets, it 
is a very adequate cartridge. Pre-
ferred bullets include protector point, 
Nosler Ballistic Tips and Accubonds. 
Partitions will take it to another level. 
Hornady SST’s will also do the job. 

The 6.5x55mm cartridge is an ideal 
pig cartridge due to 140/160gn pro-
tector point bullets that penetrate 
deeply. There are others that will be 
equally effective. At this stage I have 
simply not used any others, they 
are emphatic performers and I see 
no reason to change. The cartridge 
appears to punch above its weight. I 
would equate it with the .270 Win-
chester using 130gn bullets.   

Perhaps the .270 Winchester is the 
classic pig cartridge, in the author’s 
opinion it completes the package. It 
appears to be a very balanced car-
tridge, using 130gn flat-based spitzer 
bullets. It is equally at home at short 
range, with enough legs to be effec-
tive at long range when required.

When we look at .30 calibre rifles, 
there is not a great deal of difference 
between the veteran .30-06 and its 
new .308 Winchester cousin. As a 
pig cartridge perhaps the .30-06 
works best with the 165gn bullet. The 
.308 Winchester seems to digest 
150gn bullets in similar fashion. Both 
are more than adequate for long 
and short shots, using good quality 
bullets of many makes. The other 
contender in this calibre is the .30/30 
Winchester, using 150gn flat-nosed 
bullets for use in the swamps. It is 
perhaps not as numerous in this day 
and age as it once was.    

An odd cartridge combintation within 
our group is the 9.3x62mm, coupled 
with 250gn Accubond bullets. Pigs hit 
with this combination simply crumple 

up. Over gunned, you say? Per-
haps, but the combination works and 
wounded pigs are very rare. 

Finally, the .45/70 - it is without a 
doubt king of the swamp rifles. Nor-
mally we use a 300gn bullet, either 
flat-nosed or hollow-point, at a nomi-
nal speed of 2000 fps. At short rang-
es it has no peer. It is usually coupled 
with a 1895 Marlin lever-action rifle. 
Its firepower is awesome and it will 
deal with the largest of pigs.  

The calibres mentioned above relate 
to the collective pig hunting expe-
rience of eight individuals over 35 
years, we are still hunting together. 
In addition to the bullets mentioned, 
we continue to experiment with newer 
and sometimes older bullets in an 
attempt to find perfection. The real 
problem with pig hunting is that you 
just never know what might be around 
the next lignum bush. It is better to be 
over gunned than under.

The 
.45/70 is 
a good 
swamp 
cartridge.

The .308 Winchester is an aqeduate pig 
cartridge. 
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NEIL JENKINS 
Combined Firearms Council of Victoria Secretary

Every now and then there’s a great opportunity 
for shooters to join an important fight for the 
future of the shooting sports.  

We’ve just found the next one.

Following a series of Freedom of Information (FOI) re-
quests to the Victorian Department of Justice and Regu-
lation (DOJR) and Victoria Police, we are now preparing 
to take action. We are going to VCAT (the Victorian Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal) to fight underhanded moves 
by Victoria Police to change our gun laws – while using 
questionable FOI exemptions to keep us in the dark.

Some history…

Herald Sun, 30 March 2016

In March last year, Victoria Police told the Herald Sun 
that they had provided the DOJR with ‘recommendations’ 
to change our gun laws.

The reference to the recommendations was published 
during the Adler debate, but they were referred to again 
ahead of this year’s review of our Firearms Regulations.

So, we put in FOI requests to try to find out what the ‘rec-
ommendations’ were.

DOJR and Victoria Police denied our requests in full for 
the same two reasons.

• The first (and most significant) reason given is that 
the documents are “Cabinet-in-Confidence”.

• The second reason given is that the recommenda-
tions were working papers (and prone to misinterpre-

tation) or withheld in the public interest.

Limits of Victoria Police’s role and 
functions

While DOJR can legitimately make some claim about 
Cabinet confidentiality because of its role within govern-
ment, the Victoria Police cannot.

That’s because the Victoria Police is a law enforcement 
agency which does not have a formal role in briefing the 
Minister. DOJR has already (and correctly) made that 
claim, so both cannot be right.

The role and functions of Victoria Police are spelt out in 
sections 8 and 9 of the Victoria Police Act 2013 (the Act) 
which state:

8  Role of Victoria Police

The role of Victoria Police is to serve the Victorian 
community and uphold the law so as to promote a 
safe, secure and orderly society.

9  General functions of Victoria Police

(1) The functions of Victoria Police include: 

(a) Preserving the peace; 
(b) Protecting life and property; 
(c) Preventing the commission of offences; 
(d) Detecting and apprehending offenders; 
(e) Helping those in need of assistance

Nowhere in the Act does it say anything about liaising 
with DOJR or advising the Police Minister on firearm 
laws. S16 does permit the Chief Commissioner to advise 
the Minister on the “operations of Victoria Police and 
policing matters”, but not policy. Its functions are all about 
enforcing the law, not making it. Indeed it would be a 
conflict of interest for Victoria Police to wear hats as both 
a law advisor and law enforcer.

While Victoria Police have a legitimate need to liaise with 
the minister, they have no statutory responsibility or role 
to do so on policy.  It is our assertion their communication 
with the minister on the recommendations was the exer-
cise of a common law right, rather than anything relating 
to their functions.

It therefore makes it difficult for them to claim a statutory 
protection for a lobbying role they have no authority to 
undertake.

CONTINUED PAGE 12

CFCV takes VicPol to VCAT
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Otherwise, everyone – the CFCV 
included – would be able to claim 
Cabinet-in-Confidence. It would un-
dermine the integrity of the Cabinet 
process.

Internal working 
documents

Victoria Police has also claimed the 
recommendations are ‘internal work-
ing documents’ as part of a delibera-
tive process. The exemption refered 
to requires it to be in the processes 
of the functions of the agency.

As noted before, we believe the 
communication of recommendations 
outside the agency were an exercise 
of a common law right, rather than 
anything relating to its functions.

In any case, the documents were not 
deliberative, but offering a concluded 
view.

Victoria Police spokesperson saw fit 
to tell the Herald Sun that they wrote 
to the Police Minister. It means there 
was an intention for the existence of 
the recommendations to be publicly 
disclosed, making it harder for the 
police to argue that what they did 

was an “internal” process.

Public interest

The exemption used by Victoria Po-
lice extends to refusing to release the 
documents in the public interest.

We claim that it is in the public inter-
est to release the documents. That’s 
because the advice to the Minister 
for Police fell outside its statutory 
functions and should enjoy no spe-
cial privilege for what was a ‘common 
law’ utterance (legal talk for some-
thing it was not required to do – but 
chose to do anyway).

Taxpayers have a right to know what 
Victoria Police is lobbying govern-
ment on, and so do shooters who 
are directly affected by the actions of 
Victoria Police.

It is also relevant to note that Victoria 
Police failed to disclose its actions to 
the Firearms Consultative Commit-
tee, which was set up as a collabo-
rative forum involving DOJR and the 
Minister’s office to consider and test 
policy proposals.

There is no public interest be-
ing served in hiding behind this 
exemption.

What you can do

By the time you have read this, we 

will have lodged our appeal.  We 

need to make this fight work for two 

reasons.

Firstly, we want to see the 

recommendations.

Secondly, we want the role of Victo-

ria Police clarified, as this ‘backdoor’ 

approach has gone on for too long.

For that, we want to hire the right ad-

vice. At the time of writing this article, 

we are in the process of engaging a 

lawyer and a barrister to fight this on 

our behalf. 

That’s going to cost a lot of money, 

and we have been seeking donations 

to help cover the bills. We consider 

this to be an extremely important 

fight over the recommendations, if 

not the principle of Victoria Police’s 

behaviour.

If you would like more information 

relating to the campaign or our work 

more generally, check out our web-

site at www.firearmscouncil.org.au

SSAA Victoria has 
successfully secured almost 
$40,000 funding through the 

Victorian Government’s Community 
Shade Grants Program.

The Government committed $15 mil-
lion to the prevention of skin cancer 
– $5 million for SunSmart education 
campaigns highlighting the dangers 
of sun exposure and $10 million to 
increase shading in public areas.

“Shade is a simple and effective 
strategy to protect ourselves from the 
sun and thereby reduce the likelihood 
of deadly skin cancer,” Minister for 

Health Jill Hennessy said. 

“This Community Shade Grants 

Program increases the availability of 

shade in public places where peo-

ple spend time outdoors, providing 

much-needed protection from ultravi-

olet overexposure.”

SSAA Victoria applied for funding for 

Eagle Park, as well as the Little River 

Raiders and East Gippsland Branch. 

The Association was successful in 

obtaining $25,000 to install a new 

permanent shelter over the 5-stand 

range at Eagle Park. 

The Little River Raiders will receive 
$4501 to install a retractable shade 
cloth system on its ranges.

East Gippsland will receive $10,134 
to install two new shade sail struc-
tures at the front of its office and 
storage areas at the Buchan Range. 

At the moment, Australia has the 
highest rate of skin cancer in the 
world. But the new structures, along 
with funded projects across the state, 
should assist in reducing Australia’s 
skin cancer rates. 

All works will be completed in the 
next 12 months.

Ranges to get shade advantage
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‘All time’s wasted that’s not 
spent shooting’ – that’s Steve 
Bidon’s philosophy. And when 

the 70-year-old isn’t shooting, he’s 

reloading.   

Through reloading, Steve has become 

a better shooter, but he’s also gained 

a lot of friends. Down at Eagle Park, 

the retiree is always ready to offer 

help or advice to younger or more 

inexperienced shooters, and is always 

eager to spark up a conversation. 

He’s been that way his whole life. 

Some of Steve’s earliest sports 

shooting memories involve helping 

his dad’s friend manage wild dogs on 

his Long Gully property. “When I was 

about 13, dad would take us out to 

his friend Ray’s place every weekend 

to help him out,” he said. Ray was a 

sheep farmer whose lambs were be-

ing decimated by packs of wild dogs. 

At about 17, Steve’s interest expand-
ed to Benchrest shooting. Spending 
a lot of time at the SSAA Tynong 
Range, the teen began focusing on 
improving his accuracy. 

“We used to go out there and the 
benchrest fellows would shoot excep-
tionally well,” he said. “I had bought 
an ex-military .303, then I bought a 
Sako .243. You had the awards - sil-
ver, gold, ruby and diamond - and the 
benchrest fellows were getting these 
awards. You had to shoot five shots 
into a hole at 500m and you just 
couldn’t do it with factory ammo.”

CONTINUED PAGE 14

FACES OF SSAA VICTORIA
In July 2016 SSAA Victoria ran the ‘Faces of SSAA Victoria’ campaign to find members who 

represented the organisation’s vision, mission and objectives. These people are featured on the 
new website which was launched in September 2016 and their stories will be shared with the 
membership and the wider community over the coming months. Each of them has a different 
story to tell, whether it be their hunting philosophy; their passion for reloading; their drive to 

help and educate others or their experience breaking down the stigmas sometimes attached to 
the shooting sports. Keep an eye out for each story on the website and in future editions of this 

magazine. In this edition we introduce you to two more of the new Faces of SSAA Victoria. 

Reloading ‘gun’ sharing his knowledge
Steven Bidon treasures interactions with other shooters, particularly younger people and inexperienced shooters, down at Eagle Park Range. 

PICTURE: Tatjana Plitt

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor

Steve Bidon
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In the days before the internet, there 
were few resources for reloaders. 
Steve bought himself a couple of 
books and got started. “There was 
very limited reloading equipment,” 
he said. “I started with an old Super 
Simplex Press. At the time they were 
the ant’s pants of shooting.” With fac-
tory ammunition quality being “pretty 
ordinary” 50 years ago, Steve was 
able to improve groups considerably 
through reloading.

There were other benefits to his 
reloading skills. For the paramedic 
earning a low wage, partaking in 
sports shooting would have been 
impossible without reloading. “The 
ambulance paid $42 a week and I 
was paying $19.50 for a flat,” Steve 
said. He wasn’t a paramedic for the 
money, or for the working conditions. 
“Thirty-two of us joined the same 
day, but within a month there were 
only two left. They left because of 
the terrible pay and this was before 
seatbelts so you saw a lot of terrible 

things.” 
He stayed in the job for 35 years be-
cause he enjoyed helping people. 

Now retired and living near Eagle 
Park Range, Steve’s interest is in 
sharing his knowledge on the techni-
cal side of sports shooting. “As I got 
older I was no longer just interested 
in my own skills,” he said. “I like to 
help people who are struggling and 
try to encourage more young people 
into reloading.” That helpful nature 
has resulted in Steve now reloading 
for 11 rifles, owned by seven different 
friends. 

It’s those days at the range, chatting 
to people on the benches beside 
him, or walking along the firing 
line, when Steve meets most of his 
reloading friends. “I met Dougie out 
there,” he said. “He saw the groups I 
was getting and asked how he could 

get 
them. I told him that he should 
reload. The main aim is to tailor the 
projectile to your rifle.” 

Over time, Steve taught Dougie and 
his sons everything he knew about 
reloading. “I was there last night with 
his son and we reloaded 50 rounds,” 
he said during his interview with 
SSAA Victora. “He’s got Friday off 
and we were planning on going out to 
zero his rifle. I can easily do it for him 
but I want to teach him.”

Steve said teaching people to reload 
their own ammunition would help 
boost their enjoyment in the sport. “I 
want more people to give the sport a 
go,” he said. “I’ve got a lot of knowl-
edge about hunting, reloading and 
firearms in general. I like to share my 
knowledge and teach people so they 
can one day teach others.”

Steve now reloades for 11 rifles, owned by seven 
different friends. He keeps busy in retirement by 
sharing is passion for shooting and reloading. 
INSET: Ever since taking up reloading, Steve has 
produced better groups.  
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LANCE EASTWOOD 
Big Game Rifle Club

The Big Game Rifle (BGR) 
International shoot was 
launched in Brisbane in 

2006, following an International 
Creedmoor Shoot at the Belmont 
Range. The Creedmoor shoot 
went for almost a week and was 
attended by competitors from the 
US, New Zealand and Australia. 
They used black powder single-
shot rifles, shooting 500gr lead 
projectiles in mostly .45/90, and 
.45/110 calibres at full bore targets 
out to 1000 yards.

On the Saturday following the 
Creedmoor shoot, the first of the 
BGR International shoots was held. 
Subsequent internationals were 
held at Wisconsin, in the US; Bisley 
in the UK; Pretoria, in South Africa; 
and SSAA Victoria’s own Eagle Park 
Range in 2014.

The 2014 shoot, hosted by Big Game 
Rifle Club (BGRC) was held over two 
days. It was attended by 65 shooters 
from Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and the UK. 

In preparation for the event, BGRC 
connected mains electricity to the clu-
broom and trained two Eastern Grey 
kangaroos to run through the crowd 
at the end of the shoot, which they did 
successfully and on time, much to the 
amazement of competitors.

Following the 2014 competition, the 
international committee determined 
that the UK - led by Derek Stimpson 
and Tim Cooper - would host the 
2016 competition at the famous Bis-
ley Range, south of London.

A contingent of 18 shooters, part-
ners, friends and daughters (and 
even a granddaughter) embarked on 
the journey to the UK for the Septem-
ber competition. 

Most of the contingent planned to un-
dertake extensive sight-seeing while 
overseas. A map of the UK went on 
the wall in our kitchen about a year 
before, with points of interest marked 
and locations to visit. The total area 
of the UK almost fits inside Victoria. 
We travelled 2500 miles around the 
country in two weeks.

Deciding which rifles to take to the 
competition was a difficult task. One 
had to consider the weight of the ri-
fles and the 5kg limit for ammunition. 
Ian Head from World Safaris assisted 
the team with permits. 

A nearby housing estate has impact-
ed shooting at the range, particularly 
for the British Sporting Rifle Club. As 
a result, jacketed lead-tipped pro-
jectiles were banned on the Bisley 
Range. 

So, I used Geoff McDonalds fine 
Hydro projectiles and took out a 
mortgage to pay for them. It seems 
the Australian team was the only one 
that obeyed the rule as everybody 
else used soft points.

The Bisley Range was established 
127 years ago, in 1890. The then 
Princess of Wales fired the first shot, 
a central bull, to open the range. 
Bisley is now home to many English 
sporting rifle and shotgun clubs. 

There are no pistol clubs in England, 
with the exception of air pistol, fol-
lowing shooting rampages in 1987 
and 1996 in Hungerford, the UK, and 
Dunblane, Scotland, respectively. 

The Bisley Range has an incredi-
ble history, but it is in need of some 
regeneration works. A National Rifle 
Association museum, located on the 
Bisley Range, has a huge collection 
of firearms and the old gentleman 
running the museum kept us en-
thralled for hours.

Most of us touched down a couple 
of days before the September 10 
competition to unwind and meet our 
tour hosts, Tim and Beverly Cooper. 
Tim is an old friend, who has been to 
Australia many times before, and Bev 
organised the accommodation for us.

During our stay, the Coopers ar-
ranged a trip to Windsor Castle, 
which is the home of the residing 
Monarch of England. It has been 
standing for 700 years. You need 
to see for yourself to appreciate the 
history associated with the castle.

I had hired a motor (Pommie talk) 
and we made our way to the Bisley 
Range with the help of my navigator, 
Bob Christopher. 

CONTINUED PAGE 16

Big Game contingent heads to the UK

Andrew Hepner (left) and Bob Christopher competing in the Big Game Rifle International, held in 
the UK in September, 2016.
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There were 22 registered shoot-
ers, including nine Aussies, two 
South Africans, one American and 
10 members of the British Sporting 
Rifle Club. 

It is difficult to shoot big game rifle 
in the UK as there are restrictions 
on calibre size (no 500 Nitro). 
Loading ammunition is not as 
common over there as it is here, 
which make the discipline more 
expensive. 

The BGRC took over club badges 
and a branded cap to present to all 
competitors, signifying the impor-
tance of the Australian and UK 
relationship. These were prized 
posessions at the event. As a 
show of thanks for his cloth badge, 
one competitor, named Al, invited 
me to Bulgaria for an all-expenses 
paid boar shoot.

The Australian team - comprising 
Graeme Wright, Bob Christopher 
and Mark Hibbert - finished the 
competition on top. They were cel-
ebrated at a dinner (see picture) in 
the Army Pistol Clubrooms, which 
has history on the wall dating back 
many years.

We spent the Sunday after the 
shoot visiting Vickers Game 
Meats, a country butcher shop 

where all animals are butchered, 
including game animals and birds. 

The butcher cut a Sika deer into 
choice cuts for us, turning a car-
case he paid £50 for into a £200 
profit. 

The week after the shoot we 
visited the Midlands Game Fair, 
about 200 miles northwest of 
London. About 50,000 people 
attend the event, with more than 
10,000 dogs. Every item of English 
country produce and product was 
available there. In the main arena 
was wood chopping, dog handling, 
and coursing with birds of prey like 
owls, hawks and eagles.

We also visited major gun man-
ufacturers located in and around 
London, including Holland & 

Holland, Purdey and Rigby. All of 
these English gun makers went 
out of their way to enlighten us 
with tales of their 150 to 200 year 
histories. 

A group of at least 14 of us filled 
the Long Room at Purdey, as well 
as the Board Room at Holland & 
Holland. We were privileged to 
handle magnificent products and 
viewed expensive firearms in dis-
play cases awaiting a buyer. 

The 600 Nitro in the showcase at 
Hollands was exquisitely engraved 
with magnificent walnut and a 
price tag to match. On the price 
tag was “£268,000”.  This was not 
the most expensive rifle we saw 
and handled on our travels.

CONTINUED PAGE 17 

Celebrating at dinner was Martin Ackland (left), of Queensland, Ray Garrow, of Victoria, 
Bob Christopher, of Victoria, Mark Hibbert, of Queensland, Lance Eastwood, of Victoria, 
Graeme Wright, of Queensland, and Andrew Hepner, of Victoria.

The winning team: Graeme 
Wright (left), Bob Christopher 
and  Mark Hibbert.
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Our visit to Rigby, which has recently 
come back to England after a number 
of years of American ownership, was 
informal. A lot of the manufacturing is 
done on-site and we were taken out 
the back and introduced to all of the 
gun makers. They were producing 
mainly bolt-action .416 Rigby rifles, in 
various levels of embellishment, from 
a plain PH model to a fully engraved 
gold inletting on the action, trigger 
guard and barrel.

In a case on the wall at Rigby was an 
ordinary looking Rigby Mauser rifle 
in .275 Rigby calibre or 7x57 Mauser. 
The rifle was given to Jim Corbet in 
recognition of shooting the Cham-
pawat Man-Eater Tiger, which killed 
over 436 people in 1907 in India. 

The rifle had been around for a while 
with no blueing or finish on the stock. 
It had been discovered in a Univer-
sity, was not registered and was 
marked for destruction by the local 
police. 

The Rigby company purchased the 
rifle for £500,000 (still not the most 
expensive rifle we saw). After don-
ning white gloves, were all allowed to 
handle the rifle. 

We visited Rigby a number times 
and, on our last visit, we were treated 
to a special edition Scotch Whis-
key that the company had arranged 
through a local brewer. 

After a fantastic time in London, I 
left for a tour of the rest of the UK, 
Scotland, Ireland and Wales. We 
visited many of the places marked on 
the map on the kitchen wall, including 
automotive and motorcycle muse-
ums, and historic castles (with one 
dating back to 470 AD). The National 
Armoury at Leeds was absolutely 
amazing. We spent many hours 
touring the five floors, with the “Hall 
of Steel” a stand-out.

Our visit to Birmingham brought us to 
the famous gun making firm,  West-

ley Richards. We 
walked in off the street and told the 
gentleman who greeted us that we 
were from Australia and had just 
attended the International Big Game 
Rifle shoot at the Bisley Range. 
Before we knew where we were, we 
were given the key to the gun room 
and told to help ourselves to anything 
that took our fancy.

This is where Andrew Hepner spot-
ted a double rifle in .577 Nitro, sin-
gle-trigger top-lever, that belonged to 
James Sutherland. The rifle account-
ed for more than 1000 elephants 
in his time and, to quote his book, 
“never let him down”. 

Westley Richards had purchased this 
rifle to bring it back to where it came 
from almost 100 years earlier for 
ONE MILLION POUNDS. Yes, it was 
the most expensive firearm we saw.

It was in excellent condition for its 
age and could be taken out and used 
tomorrow. Read his book, The Ad-
ventures of an Elephant Hunter, first 
published in 1912. The Safari Press 
printed a 2002 edition. It will keep 
you interested.

While in Scotland, we were intro-
duced to deer hunting in the Scottish 
Highlands. I bagged a Sika stag and 
Andrew a Roe stag, both represen-

tative heads. They were both treated 
so we could bring them home.

We finished our tour in Brecon, 
Wales. Brecon is home of the 2nd 
Battalion Warwickshire Regiment 
(24th Regiment of Foot), who fought 
the Zulus at the battle of Rorkes Drift. 
The museum includes many artifacts 
brought back from Rorkes Drift and 
11 Victoria Crosses won on January 
22 and 23, 1879. There were 150 
British soldiers fighting an estimated 
3000 to 4000 Zulu warriors, who the 
previous day massacred a force of 
1800 British soldiers, plus an unde-
termined number of civilians at the 
battle of Isandlwana. 

We are already planning for the 
seventh International Big Game Rifle 
shoot in Pretoria, in September next 
year. Andrew has been to South 
Africa since returning home and the 
guys over there are busting to host 
the next shoot.

Thanks go to those who helped us 
with the 2016 shoot, including Ian 
Head and Chris from World Safaris; 
our CEO Jack Wegman for his sup-
port for the Victorian contingent; our 
hosts in the UK, Tim and Beverley 
Cooper, who left no stone unturned; 
as well as David and Deirdre for our 
accommodation and hunt in Scotland 
at Inverness.

Most of the competitiors 
of the Big Game Rifle 
International shoot. 
INSET: Army Target 
Shooting Club, where 
the dinner was held 
after the competition.



For more information contact the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.

Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

PROTECT YOUR VISION 
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges. 
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for 

juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.



SSAAVIC.COM.AU 19

RELOADING FEATURE

RON JAMES 
Victorian Shooter contributor

For someone starting out 
in reloading, a reloading 
kit from one of the major 

manufacturers might be a good 
starting point. If you do not want 
to do this, the tools mentioned in 
this article are the minimum you 
must have to produce reasonable 
ammunition. You may wish to 
purchase the relevant tools from 
different makers at your local gun 
shop.

The most important tool of the lot 
is not a tool at all – it’s a reputable 
reloading manual. Nearly all such 
manuals describe the actual process 
of reloading. You must ensure that 
you understand the whole process 
before commencing any reloading. If 
in doubt consult another manual or a 
person who you know is a competent 
reloader. There are no shortcuts in 
any of the processes involved.

Your reloading manual will also offer 
a list of suitable powders which, 
in turn, depends on exactly what 
cartridge and bullet combination you 
are reloading. Powders are classed 
from fast to slow. The range of pow-
ders quoted also depends on bullet 
weight. Generally, lighter bullets 
will use slightly faster powders and 
heavier bullets tend to use slower 
powders. One of the manuals that 
you need is published in Australia by 
ADI. Although it does not describe 
the reloading process, you should get 
a copy as ADI powders are the most 
commonly used within Australia.

Secondly, you need a reloading 
press. It should be complete with a 
shell holder to fit the cartridge you 
are reloading for. Next is a suitable 

set of reloading dies 
that are calibre-specific. 
Bottle neck cases are 
normally a two-die set 
and straight wall cas-
es are a three-die set. 
Different manufactur-
er’s reloading dies and 
presses have a compat-
ible thread, so they are 
interchangeable.

To measure out your powder charge, 
you will also require a set of scales. 
I would suggest a good mechanical 
set from a major manufacturer. They 
are normally graduated in grains of 
weight and there are 7000 grains 
to one pound. To pour your powder 
charge into the case you will need a 
small funnel.

You will also need suitable primers 
to ignite your powder charge. Prim-
ers are either classed as ‘small rifle’ 
or ‘large rifle’. They may also be 
classed as ‘standard’ or ‘magnum’. 
Standard primers are the most used. 
The most common use of magnum 
primers is to ignite heavier powder 
charges.

Of course, you need some specific 
cartridge cases to reload. They may 
be new or are suitable to be re-
used. It is preferable when you start 

reloading to 
use new 

cases. Used cases require some 
added attention before they are 
reloaded. Even new cases require 
one additional tool to make bullet 
insertion in the press easier. This is 
a small chamfering tool that removes 
all of the production burrs inside and 
outside the mouth of the case.

Bullet selection and weight will 
depend on a specific cartridge. For 
example, the Hornady reloading 
manual for the popular .223 Rem-
ington cartridge list powder loads for 
bullet weights from 35 grains to 60 
grains. Bullet selection has become 
a complicated subject due to the 
increasing range available but a flat-
base soft-point spitzer-style bullet is 
not a bad starting choice, no matter 
what the calibre. If in doubt ask for 
advice from several knowledgeable 
reloaders. 

CONTINUED PAGE 20

Basic reloading tools
A good set of scales 
and a funnel are 
important tools for 
reloaders. INSET: New 
cases, proper bullets 
and a chamfering tool 
will all help you achieve 
good ammunition 
results. 

                                        
PICTURES: Ron 
James
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RELOADING FEATURE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

If you are going to reload using previ-
ously fired cases, you need a couple 
of additional tools. Because of the 
considerable forces involved when 
you insert a fired cartridge case in a 
decapping and sizing die, the case 
needs to be lubricated. Not all oils 
are suitable. Use the lubrication sug-
gested by the die manufacturers. You 
can either apply the lubricant onto a 

lubricating pad and roll the cases on 
it or use the more modern spray-on 
method.

Perhaps the most important tool 
when reloading previously fired 
cases is a vernier gauge, which 
measures case length. Any reputable 
reloading manual will tell you what 
the maximum length of any particular 
case is. Cases tend to lengthen when 
fired in a rifle; however it is important 

that the maximum case length is not 
exceeded. If over length, they must 
be trimmed back. Either use a rotary 
case trimmer or, if you can find one, 
a form and trim die for your cartridge.

Finally, be aware of where used 
cases come from. Do not be lured 
by someone offering you “once-
fired” cases cheaply. Invariably 
they are of poor quality and can 
cause problems.

Laying the foundations

For handloaders, case 
annealing is a core skill. 
Despite its importance, 

however, it’s not something we 
should do constantly. The rule is: 
Anneal only when the need arises, 
not as a regular procedure.

This means we must see when evi-
dence is telling us to do it and know 
the situations where annealing is 
likely to be necessary. Case necks 
are the parts most often annealed, 
hence the widespread references to 
“neck annealing”.

We must also know which methods 
are available and what pitfalls to 
avoid. But we can only get good re-
sults if we know what we are trying to 
achieve or what happens to cartridge 
brass while it is being annealed. So 
that’s where we will start.

Annealing is a kind of heat treatment, 
in which the temperature and the rate 
of cooling depend upon the metal 
being treated and the purposes of 
that treatment.

When we anneal our cases, our aim is 
to restore three properties – ductility, 

malleability and elasticity – to some-
thing like their original levels in some 
parts of each case. It must be done 
without hurting the rest of the case.

Ductility refers to the metal’s ability 
to stretch without fracturing, while 
malleability refers to its ability to be 
compressed, also without fracturing. 
Elasticity is linked with the metal’s 
capacity to spring back from small 
deformations, such as the expansion 
of the body and neck that occurs 
on firing. When our brass becomes 
less ductile or less malleable, it also 
becomes less elastic.

Plastic deformation is the name for 
stretching or compression that has 
become permanent. It’s possible to 
anneal plastically deformed brass but 
a lower temperature and longer time 
are needed. Satisfactory results can 
be elusive.

Because it is a metal, cartridge brass 
is composed of grains, microstruc-
tures so small that we cannot see 
them outside the laboratory. These 
grains are made of crystals, which 
grow in identifiable patterns called 
lattices.

Unlike iron, steel and other ferrous 

metals, brass is non-allotropic. Its 
crystal lattice form does not change 
from one type to another as its 
temperature alters. Consequently, it 
cannot behave exactly like ferrous 
metals when it’s annealed. Quench-
ing, for instance, has no effect on its 
physical properties.

And that means the physical prop-
erties of our brass can only be 
altered by cold working and by 
recrystallisation.

In simple terms, cold working is the 
squeezing and expanding which hap-
pens during resizing, bullet seating 
and firing loaded cartridges. The grain 
structure of the brass does not stay the 
same. Instead, it changes with each 
resizing and firing and we can’t stop 
some degree of change happening.

To put this another way, the metal 
becomes tougher and develops in-
creasing internal stress — it becomes 
strain hardened. Hardened necks 
cannot function properly and they 
contribute significantly to cartridge 
concentricity problems at the resizing 
and bullet seating stages. Neck splits 
may occur, too. 

CONTINUED PAGE 21

Annealing: Part science, part craft
Ross Williams says annealing is relatively simple, provided we understand what we’re doing and why. 

First of a series
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RELOADING FEATURE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Meanwhile, the mounting internal 
stress can result in season cracking 
(cracks which appear spontaneously 
at any time). In advanced stages, 
strain hardened brass can become 
brittle.

Fortunately, annealing reverses the 
strain hardening. The application of 
heat brings about a cycle of chang-
es, called transformation phases by 
metallurgists.

First there is the recovery period, 
during which the internal stresses are 
largely relieved but no change occurs 
in the grain structure.

At a certain temperature the brass 
begins to recrystallize. It is depen-
dent on the extent of the sizing which 
caused the hardening, the number 
of times the brass has been cold 
worked, the initial grain size, the time 
for which the heat is applied, plus a 
couple of other variables. 

New, stress-free grains continue 
to replace the old, distorted ones 
as the temperature rises further. 
Aim for 400C to 420C for five to six 
seconds. Eventually, recrystallisation 
is complete — internal stress is fully 
relieved and the brass consists of 
small grains. At this point, the brass 
has returned to something like the 
working characteristics we require.

But if we continue to apply heat, the 
grains begin to merge and grow in 
size. This growth period should be 
arrested as soon as possible, or, 
better still, avoided. If we polish the 
cases beforehand, we can learn the 
correct timing for grain growth will 
cause a loss of shine. If we keep 
the heat on for too long or raise the 
temperature of the metal much above 
500C, the brass will be too soft. 

Polishing the necks, shoulders and 

the top half of the bodies has another 
benefit. It reveals colour shifts which 
help with judging temperature and uni-
formity of annealing, if you know what 
to look for — more on that next time.

Equipment?

First thing’s first: For handloading 
purposes, annealing is carried out 
with either a gas torch, a molten salt 
bath, molten lead or an induction coil. 

If using a torch, the job is much 
easier if we can rotate the case itself 
instead of moving the flame. These 
days, torches using butane are com-
mon and the small pencil torch types 
work well. If you find one that burns 
lighter fluid, not gas, it will do the 
job, as well as being the cheapest. 
Whatever the fuel, we need a small, 
pointed flame whose temperature is 
widely adjustable. 

The molten salt bath is a mixture of 
potassium nitrate and sodium nitrite, 
melted in a pot. On cooling, it solid-
ifies and is fully re-usable. In liquid 
form, it is watery and non toxic, and 
has a working temperature range of 
150C to 590C. Dip the case necks 
into the liquid, or perhaps a little 
deeper if required, but protect your 
hands. Hold the case heads in multi-
grips, for example.

Molten lead annealing, on the other 
hand, is a trickier process and raises 
its own health and safety issues.

If using a salt bath or molten lead, we 
still want a heat source with a broad 
range of adjustment. Other essen-
tials are a pot, a high-temperature 
thermometer and a timer. Although 
an old lead thermometer serves me 
well, the world of digital units and 
thermocouples is alluring. Timer? 
Something which gives us one-sec-
ond beats — maybe a metronome or a 
mobile phone app is ideal. Annealing 
keeps our hands and eyes busy, so 
listening and counting the one-sec-
ond beats lets us control the timing 
more easily. 

Compared with the other three 
methods, induction annealing is a 
newcomer. Part two of this series will 
look into it.

Summary

Annealing requires care. Though it 
is a relatively simple process, it can 
be unforgiving. Do it carefully and 
correctly.

As with oxy-welding and brazing, the 
secret is heat control. If the heating 
goes on for too long or the tempera-
ture within the brass gets too high, or 
both, we will cause excessive grain 
growth.

In practice, therefore, we have to:

1. Ensure that the temperature 
is high enough to sustain 
recrystallization; 

2. Work quickly in order to protect 
the lower parts of the case from 
conducted heat; and, 

3. Keep the peak temperature in the 
brass within acceptable limits. 
Heating to 400C to 450C for a 
maximum of five to six seconds 
will meet the criteria.

Right: Small pointed flame, polished case. 
Wrong: Downward angle of flame, heating of 
case mouth.        
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STEVEN FINE 
Victorian Shooter Contributor

There are many safari guides 
in South Africa, aptly 
nicknamed ‘Jeep-Jockeys’. 

They scurry about the bush with 
tourists in their open four-wheel 
drives, many with radio contact. 
They do their best to showcase the 
exciting wildlife of the area during 
the day and night.

There’s a problem with this – at night 
they use powerful spotlights to make 
it much easier to spot animals in the 
dark and empty night. Preserva-
tion areas like the world-renowned 
Sabi Sands and Timbavati, part of 
the greater Kruger National Park, 
forbid Jeep-Jockeys from shining 
their spotlights in the direction of the 
carnivore’s prey. This is because the 
prey – such as impala, zebra, buffalo, 
wildebeest and kudu – would be tem-
porarily blinded by the light and the 
lion would not have to work hard to 
secure its dinner. Lions see far better 
than their diurnal prey and this has to 
do with the design of the lion’s eye, 
which amplifies faint light emitted 
from the moon and stars.

About 20 years ago, safari tourists 
wanted more bang for their buck and 
I intended to make this happen. I 
purchased three-night vision units – a 
Russian make and two Israeli prod-
ucts. The Russian pair was a gener-
ation one, while the Israeli monocular 
and binocular were generation two 
and at the cutting edge of night-vision 
equipment.

When I took families out on night spy-
ing drives, the youngsters loved the 
goggles, which made them look like 
the son or daughter of Terminator. 
We were able to see 200m into the 
night, through bush and trees with 
the night-vision gear. We often saw 
leopards and lions hunt before our 
very own eyes. News travels fast in 

the bush and soon National Geo-
graphic made contact with me to do 
a story.

One evening we were out driving 
with Justin, a game ranger from a 
world-class lodge in the Sabi Sands 
and a good mate. On this occasion 
I was with a well-known American 
footballer and his son. Silhouetted 
against the setting sun was a pride 
of very hungry lions. We followed the 
lions for close to two hours and in the 
distance a massive herd of African 
Cape buffalo mingled among the 
leadwood and bushwillow trees. The 
lions were stalking with the breeze 
blowing in their faces so as not to tip-
off their prey. Their powerful muscu-
lar bodies and sinews rippled as they 
crept low down, closer and closer.

Justin’s tracker swept the area from 
his seat on the bonnet of the Land 
Rover with the spotlight. My guests 
and I gripped the night-vision units 
ready for a show. The buffalo saw 
us but they failed to see the lions. 
Lions are so habituated by the lodge 
vehicles that they often use them as 
cover. They also mask the big cats’ 
pungent odour. The pride of lions 
was known as the Castleton pride 
and they were a force to contend 
with.

The pride attacked. The spotlight 
went out and my visitors and I had 
ringside seats to the action. The 
buffalo panicked and they kicked into 
top gear, crashing through the trees, 
long grass and sweet smelling potato 
bush. The three of us, using my 
night-vision gear, saw a buffalo run 
straight into a hard leadwood tree. 
The noise sounded like a coconut 
being dropped from the Eureka Tow-
er. The lions capitalised on this and 
in seconds were on the buffalo with 
vice grip jaws. One grabbed its nose 
and mouth area, then the throat, 
while the others jumped on it from 
every angle. 

The night vision gear came through 
again about a month later. I was 
back in the bush with visitors from 
Italy – a lovely couple who were on 
honeymoon. One night we parked in 
an area and were using my night-vi-
sion gear to watch a herd of impala 
settling down for the night. They were 
about 50m ahead of us. Behind us 
there was bush. While looking at the 
impala another lodge vehicle pulled 
up and parked several metres away. 
The driver of the second vehicle 
hopped out and walked to our vehicle 
in search of a lighter for his cigarette.

CONTINUED PAGE 23 

Night vision safaris in Africa

Steven Fine shows a safari client how to wear and adjust night-vision headpiece.
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Tegan Carer-Wilson regularly hunts with her father, Gary. The pair were featured in the Feruary 2016 
Victorian Shooter. PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson INSET: Tegan and Gary recently hunting on Sunday 
Island as part of the junior ballot program. Pictured are the pair with Tegan’s deer.

Sunday  
Island hunt

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

“Don’t move,” I barked in alarm. He 

froze, startled and confused by my 

abrupt tone. About 30m or so be-

hind us a lioness was watching the 

impala, but he was standing between 

her and her prey. We put the spot-

light on and, sure enough, behind 

the vehicles a lioness froze in her 

tracks. When the rangers panned the 

area with their spotlights, a few more 

lion heads popped up. The ranger 

stepped briskly back into the safety 

of his Land Rover.

My equipment had proved itself and 

was the talk of the town. I was proud 

to be able to show visitors such a 

wonderful variety of interesting ani-

mals. Besides the big game species, 

I was also able to show them the 

smaller and very rare species as 

well, nocturnal creatures that keep 

away from people and particularly 

spotlights.

TEGAN CARER-WILSON 
Deerstalkers Club member

Friday morning, 5am: Dad 
and I hit the road, making 
our way to Sunday Island. 

We arrived by boat at around 
10.30am. The excitement kicked 
in as we made our way to our tent. 
After chatting to my guide, Linton, 
about our plan for the morning, we 
decided to get to Roberts Island at 
first light the following morning.

Saturday morning, 4.30am: I woke 
up to the sound of rain on the tin roof. 
I contemplated staying in bed until 
the rain died-off. But I didn’t want to 
lose any chances, so we left at 6am. 
After a long walk in the wet sand, we 

reached Roberts Island. 

As we approached the first clear-
ing, we spotted a stag feeding on 
the outer edge. He appeared to be 
relatively dry, which indicated it 
was the first time he had been out 
that morning. Linton said to me, 
“We have to get to the high chair 
in the next clearing without spooking 
the stag”. So, it was my job to get us 
passed undetected. 

Step-by-step, walking along the bush 
line, we made sure he didn’t see our 
movement. We made our way into 
the high chair, glassing one of the 
bigger clearings. A few rain showers 
later, Linton spotted a spiker Fallow 
feeding on the outer edge. After 

watch-
ing him for a bit, we de-
cided to make our way to the smaller 
clearing where we would spend the 
afternoon. 

To get to the next clearing we walked 
around the back so we didn’t leave 
any scent. That way we could come 
back on Sunday.

CONTINUED PAGE 24
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After walking to the old cattle shed and having a bite 
to eat, we headed to the high chair. Metres before we 
reached the clearing it started bucketing down with rain. 

After it cleared, I made my way to the outer edge of the 
clearing and spotted a stag feeding. He spotted us and 
stood still for a few minutes then made his way back into 
the bush.

Once I got into the high chair, Linton ranged the distance 
at 130m and 135m at some points. I then spotted move-
ment on the outer edge. I had spotted a calf and a hind as 
they came out to feed. 

Not long after the stag came out and started feeding 
alongside them. Linton identified the hind and informed 
me that she was the one I was to take. So, I lined up my 
cross hairs and just waited. I was waiting for her to come 
into better range and to have a distance between her and 
her last year’s calf.

After watching them feed for about half an hour before 
getting the all clear from Linton, I took a deep breath and 
took my shoot. I then looked, but she was hidden by the 
tea tree and I thought she had run. Linton looked at me 
and said, “Nice shot,” but I was still confused. Then Dad 
told me she was down. 

It finally hit me. I did it. Unable to control my excitement, 
I rushed down the high chair to see what had happened 
and, sure enough, she was right where I left her. She 
ranged in at 125m and weighed in at 20kg. Carrying her 
back to the main track was difficult, but definitely worth it. 

We spent the rest of the day in the meat shed. It was defi-
nitely a day to remember and an experience of a life time. 
I would like to say thank you to my guide, Linton Tuck, 
and Para Park for such a great opportunity.

Tegan carried the deer she bagged back to the main track herself.

Everyone who volunteered for SSAA 
Victoria at the SSAA SHOT Expo went 
into the draw to win one of three prizes. 

The major prize was a three-night stay 
at Cow Grass Lodge in Jamieson, sec-
ond prize was a $500 sponsor prize 
pack and third prize was a Springvale 
Pistol Shoot. 

Congratulations to Les Oates, who 
won the major prizes. Les volunteered 
on both days at the SSAA SHOT 
Expo in the R-licence hall. He is now 
planning his stay at Cow Grass Lodge, 
which will include a clay target shoot 
and the owner’s tips on prime deer 
hunting spots nearby the lodge. 

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme 
Range Officer Mykall Johnson came sec-
ond in the draw, and Peter Ailakis from 
Military Rifle Club won the third prize. 

A prize draw was also on offer for 
people who joined SSAA at the 
Expo. First place was a $750 Win-
chester prize pack, second place was a 
$500 OSA pack and third place was a 

$250 
Spika pack. Raymond Buttigieg won 
the first prize, Louis Cassar came sec-
ond and Andrew Koutsaplis came third. 

SSAA SHOT Expo competition winners

The volunteer major prize was a three-
night stay at Cow Grass Lodge,  
Jamieson. INSET: The new member 
major prize was a $750 Winchester pack. 



Peter Cunningham

FACES OF SSAA VICTORIA

Self-employed meat wholesaler Peter Cunningham treasures his ‘quiet’ afternoons down at the range.   PICTURE: Tatjana Plitt

Life as a meat wholesaler can 
be demanding. Between 
the phone calls to clients, 

abattoir visits, livestock sales, long-

distance driving and bookwork, 

there isn’t a lot of time to ‘stop and 

smell the roses’.

That’s why target shooting is so im-

portant to Peter Cunningham. “I can 

turn off from the pressures of my job 

and spend a bit of time at the ranges, 

or at home cleaning my firearms,” he 
said.  

Peter sells meat to retail butcher 
shops for work. It means he spends 
about three to four hours selling meat 
over the phone each day. Then he 
spends about two or three hours in 
the car travelling to and from abat-
toirs, where he carefully selects the 
meat from the chiller for his clients. 

“Say I have a butcher shop that buys 
10 lambs,” he said, “I select the ones 
I want for my client from the abattoir. 
Sometimes I will spend a couple of 
hours at one just choosing the right 
meat for the abattoirs to deliver to my 
clients.”

At home in West Gippsland he’s 

often on the phone to clients spread 
across the state – Sorrento, Sun-
shine, even Traralgon – following up 
on yesterday’s deliveries. “The meat 
industry is very competitive,” he said. 
“You have to go that one step further 
for your clients. Meat is a perishable 
good too, so you just have to sell it 
and you have to know what you’re 
buying and selling.”

Peter knows how to sell meat – he’s 
been doing it for 37 years. He was 
“born and bred on abattoirs” near 
Carrum in Melbourne’s southeast. 
“I was taken out of school at 15 and 
put on the telephone to sell meat,” he 
said. “I really like the selling side of 
the business.” 

CONTINUED PAGE 26

Stop and smell the ... gunpowder

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor
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With all that time around meat every 
day, Peter prefers to shoot paper or 
clay targets in his spare time. Once a 
week he heads down to a clay target 
club in Frankston and he visits Eagle 
Park whenever he can.

Peter discovered Eagle Park about 
15 months ago, after hearing about 
the facility through a friend of a 
friend. “I have never turned back,” 
he said. When he is at the range, 
Peter likes to zone out and enjoy the 
“peace and quiet” – although he sees 
the irony in that comment.

“Everybody just minds their own 
business and does their own thing,” 
he said. “Everyone is zoned in on 
what they’re doing and gets great 
satisfaction when they shoot straight. 
I like to go there on my own.”

It’s a fair drive to Eagle Park – about 
two hours from home – but Peter 
enjoys the whole experience. “I enjoy 
getting away and doing my own 

thing,” he said. After all, the kids - 
Andrew, 22, Briana, 20 and Sheya, 
18 - are all doing their own thing now. 
His wife, Toni, sees plenty of him at 
home.   

“Working from home we do spend a 
lot of time together,” he said. “They 
don’t mind me heading to the range 
because they know I enjoy it and I 
don’t do it every day of the week.”

No matter how busy things get at 
work or at home, Peter always finds 

time for his rifles. “I just have to, or 

I would go silly,” he said. “It’s my 

time out, when I don’t have to talk to 

anybody. I get a lot of enjoyment out 

of them.” 

Peter volunteered for SSAA Victoria 

at the SSAA SHOT Expo in May. 

He worked as a roaming volunteer 

alongside fellow Face of SSAA 

Victoria, Didier Sambat, who’s story 

appeared in the April edition of the 

Victorian Shooter. 

Peter has been selling meat for 37 years, since first getting on the phones at 15. Pictured is Peter at an abattoir, where he spends several hours 
each week choosing the right meat for his clients.

Eagle Park is a two-hour drive from 
Peter’s home, but he enjoys every 
minute of the experience.
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AROUND THE EXPO TRAPS
Got some pictures to share?

If you have taken some recent pictures of yourself or 

friends at the ranges, an event or out on a hunt, send 

them to the editor for inclusion in our new ‘Around the 

Traps’ section. Email  

caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au or drop  

them into the State Office.

The SSAA stand at the SSAA SHOT Expo, where many members came to 
ask questions or update their memberships.

The Deerstalkers Club’s stand was so busy at one stage that people 
were filling the corridors just to speak to the volunteers.

The Working 
Gundog 
demonstrations 
- a key feature 
of SSAA SHOT 
Expos across 
the country - 
drew massive 
crowds on both 
days. 

SSAA Victoria Hunting Development Manager David Laird (left), CPM 
Manager Rhys Coote, Wodonga President Josh Knight, Administrator Lee-
Anne Romans, volunteer Rose Laird and Marketing and Communications 
Manager Caitlin Pearson at the SSAA stand.

The Working Gundogs Association of Australia stand was often packed 
after the demonstrations on the main arena. Having a real-life hunting 
dog mascot also attracted a lot of attention. 

Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club members John Wakely (left) and Jim 
Morraitis having a break just before close on Saturday. The club had a 
busy weekend, with many people asking after the display cannon on 
the front table. Despite several offers, John decided not to sell.

The Little River Raiders, with some help from single-action shooting clubs 
across the state, turned heads at the Expo with their excellent costumes. 
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AROUND THE EXPO TRAPS

More than 1900 people had a go at pistol or rifle shooting at the SSAA 
SHOT Expo, supported by Range Officers who volunteered for the event. 

SSAA Victoria President and SSAA SHOT Expo committee 
member Denis Moroney with Senator Bridget McKenzie.

SSAA Victoria volunteer Geoff Stewart manning the merchandise stand 
with National Memberships staff member Kristen King.

Some of the Faces of SSAA Victoria volunteered at the Expo, 
including Didier Sambat. Didier is pictured handing out 
freebies to people entering the event on Sunday.

The Buck Hunter competitors battled it out for top score during the two-
day event.

The long line of eager visitors waiting for the doors to open at 9am on Saturday - 
day one of the SSAA SHOT Expo.

SSAA Victoria volunteers Danny Spooner (left), Kieran Jackiw, Jade Bown, Josh 
Knight, Trevor Close, Paul Cameron and Didier Sambat with SSAA Victoria staff 
Caitlin Pearson (front, left) and Lee-Anne Romans before begining their shift on the 
Sunday.
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BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS

The AMCC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.

We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. 

If you have the same hobbies then you 
must belong to a nominated collectors 
club to obtain a collector’s licence.

We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.

For further details, contact the State Of-
fice between 9am and 5pm on 03 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at secre-
tary@amccvic.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)

General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25m, 50m, 100m, 200m.

Safety and Family Firearms Educa-
tion (SAFFE) Program: Second Sunday 
of each month from 10am to noon. $8 
(ammunition cost). Basic training for be-
ginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.

Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.

Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425

Website: ssaabendigo.com.au

Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com

Post: PO Box 1098   
         Bendigo, VIC 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 
the club before you join.

The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.

For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all disci-
plines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. 

The main range caters for all rifles, from 
air rifles to the largest calibres. The 
range is approved to 500m, for all rifle 
calibres.

Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm

Phone: 03 5283 1575

The range is home to the following 
clubs:

• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 
Club

• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Arms and Militaria Collectors Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club
• Youth Training Scheme 

Website: ssaavic.com.au/clubs

Schedule of events

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Military Rifle First Sunday each 
month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3-positional and 
novelty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme

The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

To help foster and develop hunter ethics, 
hunter training and opportunity. 

To foster the sustainable use of game. 

To improve hunting for the future. 

The club was set up in the late 1980s 
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to 
foster camaraderie among their fellow 
hunters. The club offers a relaxed, 
friendly and casual environment, with 
over 250 active members. Come along to 

BENDIGO 
BRANCH

ARMS & MILITARIA 
COLLECTORS CLUB

EAGLE PARK 
RANGE

DEER STALKERS 
CLUB

FIELD HUNTERS 
CLUB
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one of our general meetings to see what 
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or a 
meal at Bruno’s Café. 

General meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month except 
January at the Springvale SSAA Range, 
714-716 Princes Highway from 7.30 pm.  

We strive to provide members with both 
hunting opportunities and training. There 
are plenty of opportunities for members 
to get out and hunt. As a bonus, you 
meet like-minded hunters and often form 
lifelong friendships. 

If you are looking for an active hunting 
club then look no further.

Member benefits include:
• Access to the FREE extensive hunt-

ing DVD library.
• The monthly newsletter. 
• Guest speakers from a wide range of 

organisations, governing bodies or 
training providers, keeping members 
informed about what’s happening in 
the hunting space.

• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, nor-
mally $20.

• Organised hunting trips, including:  
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck 
shooting as pest control on rice 
crops during November and Decem-
ber, NSW R-licence hunts, weekly 
organised fox drives during the cold 
months. 

• On top of this, members have direct 
access to the club’s own Feral Animal 
Control Program, which has access 
to a major area of prime hunting 
throughout Victoria, all within two 
hours of Springvale. 

If you’re thinking of getting into or back 
into hunting and want to get onto a vari-
ety of different properties on a monthly 
or fortnightly basis then we are the club 
for you and your friends. 

Our own Feral Animal Control Program 
hunts provide a platform that offers guid-
ance and training to enhance member 
skills and safety in the field. Since we 
introduced this platform members have 
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77 
foxes.

On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook group, just for members. This 

is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so 
you could soon find that you have too 
much hunting available and not enough 
time to fit it all in.

In the past few months the club has de-
livered the following events to members:

• Feral Animal Control Program hunts.

• Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize 
of $1500 for any hunting-related 
equipment.

• Aussie Disposals discount night.

• Weekly fox drives, held in South 
Gippsland.

• 4WD training course

• Field to Fork game meat tasting 
night.

• NSW R-licence pig and goat hunts.

• Butchering and techniques.

• Pistol shooting.

So what are you waiting for, expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself.

Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay 
for your membership online.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  

Single Action shooting is a living history 
sport which uses the firearms of the 
American ‘Old West’.  

Participants are required to adopt a 
persona typical of the era and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  

Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  

Black powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category of 
Single Action. Our black powder shoot-
ers add to the atmosphere with lots of 

smoke and noise to entertain all.  

Shooter categories are established to 
cater for all age groups, both sexes, and 
different skill mixes.

We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  

These events use single shot, lever- and 
pump-action rifles ranging from .22 to 
big bore buffalo rifles.  

All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  

Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – incidents out 
of history, our translation of classic West-
ern movies or the old TV series.  

Visitors are welcome to come along to 
any of our competitions and, if they like, 
they may try their hand at Single Action 
shooting under instruction.  

The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have fun with people 
dressed in cowboy gear, using period 
firearms or faithful replicas.  

For further information please look us 
up at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or 
contact the Secretary Flossy Devine on 
0468 328 602.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 
targets using our amazing terrain to pro-
vide shooters with a great experience. 

All levels of shooters are welcome, with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. 

We encourage our shooters to join our 
club and become involved in setting up 
the grounds. 

Please give us a call or send an email. 

Our competition days are the fourth 
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Sunday of each month, with nomina-
tions opening at 9.30am and closing at 
10.30am. 

JAN 8th NO SHOOT

22nd 100 Target SCA State Selec-
tion Shoot-Sporting

FEB 12th 75 Target 5 Stand and SSAA 
State Qualifer  (OPEN TO 
ALL )

26th 100 Target  Shoot- Sporting

MAR 12th 100 Target  SCA State Com-
pact Titles

26th 100  Target Shoot- Sporting

APR 9th 100 Target 5 stand  SSAA 
State Tiltes (OPEN TO ALL)

23rd 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

MAY 14th 100 Target  - Doubles

28th 100 Target  SCA State Se-
lection Shoot-Sporting

JUN 11th NO SHOOT

25th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

JULY 9th 75 Target Compact

23rd 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

AUG 13th NO SHOOT

27th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

SEP 10th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

24th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

OCT 8th NO SHOOT

22nd 100 Target SCA State Selec-
tion Shoot-Sporting

NOV 12th Vince Panetta 100 Target 
Sporting (OPEN TO ALL )

26th 100 Target  Shoot- Sporting

DEC 17th 80 Target Xmas shoot 
-Sporting

All shoots at LRSC are open to all 
shooters.

Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828, 
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au 

Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

We are dedicated to the safe, competi-
tive use of military firearms. Friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions are 
held at the SSAA Little River Range on the 
first and second Sundays of the month. 

The first Sunday (9am start) of the 
month events include the main event, 
a 3-positional competition over 100m, 
200m and 300m, plus the specialty 
event, which includes rapid-fire and is 
different each month. A long-range event 
at 500m is held three times a year. 

The second Sunday (11am start) main 
event is the 3P Trainer Competition on 
a mini 3P target over  50m, 75m and 
100m, using military trainer rifles (.22 
and 310 calibers) The  MRC State Titles 
are held in April at the Dookie Agricultur-
al College. Club rifles are available.

Other special away events are held in 
partnership with several VRA clubs and 
other Military Rifle Clubs. 

The club’s General Meeting for all 
members is held at the SSAA Springvale 
Range on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at 8pm. 

New members, juniors and visitors are 
always welcome. Come along and sup-
port your club. 

Annual membership is $35 for adults 
and $12.50 for juniors (12 to 17 years 
inclusive)

Website: www.vicmrc.com

Email: milrifle@vicmrc.com

Practical Pistol League of Australia (PPLA) 
was formed in about 1976/77 as a result 
of the surge in interest in IPSC. The PPLA 
was the second IPSC club formed in 
Australia and the first in Victoria. The aim 
was, and still is, to expand the interest 
in the shooting discipline of the Interna-
tional Practical Shooting Confederation 
or IPSC. 

This action pistol sport epitomizes the 
safe use of pistols in the sporting arena. 
IPSC, as the name indicates, is an inter-
national sport followed by thousands of 
competitors in just about every nation 
on the planet. IPSC only uses full power 
handguns of .38 or 9mm calibre, includ-
ing all of their variants.

The PPLA runs monthly competitions on 
the third Sunday of each month at Eagle 
Park and has built an enviable array of 
pistol ranges to ensure that IPSC shoot-
ing is shown at its best in Australia. In 
fact the range complex area built by the 
PPLA for IPSC are among only a few in 
Australia that can truly host and interna-
tional level IPSC competition. PPLA has 
produced some of the finest IPSC com-
petitors and international Range Officers 
within the world of IPSC.

PPLA has its own website and produces 
newsletters at various times throughout 
the year to keep members informed and 
plays a large part in the running of IPSC 
at a state, national and international level 
with various members holding positions 
at these levels. PPLA also has govern-
ment-accredited testers to examine 
new members to ensure that they are 
properly trained in the safe use and care 
of firearms.  

The club’s annual fees are varied and 
huge discounts are offered to families 
who wish to join. As we are an IPSC-only 
club, each member is required to join 
IPSC.  Prospective members should make 
themselves known to a committee mem-
ber at any of our training/practice days, 
which are held every Sunday.  The club is 
a sub-club of the SSAA and membership 
of that organisation is mandatory.

Our ranges are situated at the SSAA Ea-
gle Park Range facility in Little River, an 
easy 40 minutes from Melbourne.

PPLA can be contacted either at our 
website, www.ppla.org.au or directly to 
Bill Campbell on 0412 855 266. Feel free 
to visit our range to discuss your interest 
on the first Sunday of each month from 
around 9.30am.

The National 5-Stand Championship will 
be held at the Shepparton Branch from 
July 28 to 30.  

Nominations will kick off at 9am with the 
shooting getting under way at 9.30am. 
The club’s canteen is fully catered. 
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For information about the Shepparton 
event, contact Tony Connell on 0419 331 
374.

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers. It runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale Range. 

Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and 
Sundays from noon. 

A variety of competitions are shot, in-
cluding ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire 
and classic pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m, 
service match, IPSC and metallic silhou-
ette (at Eagle Park range). 

Our website contains a full calendar of 
competitions and range times.

Introduction to Handguns course

New members are welcome. We run 
regular Introduction to Handguns cours-
es which will teach you the basics of 
handgun safety and shooting fundamen-
tals as well as provide an introduction 
to joining the club. The course consists 
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60 
minutes on the range firing a variety of 
club handguns. The course costs $130 
and includes range entry and ammuni-
tion. Bookings for the course are taken 
online at our website or at the front desk 
at Springvale Range. Completing the 
introduction course is the first step in 
joining our club.

Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee 
and thereafter a $100 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 

Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 

For more information please see our 
website at: 

Website: www.sspc.org.au

Contact: info@sspc.org.au

The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-
tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events. Shooting is a sport 
that does not present a barrier to anyone 
who wishes to get involved - neither age, 
physical ability nor gender are barriers to 
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. 

It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.

The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 
many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.

Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 

Website: www.springvalepc.org

For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising.

We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.

We shoot multi-disciplines which may 
include 3P, Field Rifle, Practical Rifle, 
Sports rifle, Air Rifle, Feral Targets, 
Stuff-We-Make-Up-As-We-Go. 

No membership fees, just a $5 target fee 
payable at each shoot. 

Need more information? Email Jenny, 
dejen@jeheda.com or Katie Ktgrl0111@
hotmail.com.

If your preference is a phone call, talk to 
our Club Coach Bill, 0408 323 060.

The Springvale Shooting Range is open 
every day of the week. The facility, which 
includes a licensed bar, lounge, and 
restaurant, allows patrons to shoot: .22 
rifles only at 50m (no magnums); and 
has 25-50m pistol ranges and a 10m air 
rifle range.

The range hosts a number of competi-
tions throughout the week, as well as ca-
tering for corporate and group shooting 
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday 
parties and community activities. 

The 50m, .22 main range is available 
to the public and members. Unlicensed 
shooters are welcome to come down and 
use the facility under the guidance of 
experienced range officers/instructors. 
Loan firearms are available at the range.

Trading hours:

Monday to Friday: 5pm to 9pm

Saturday: 10am to 6pm

Sunday: 10am to 5pm 

Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours

Email: springvale@ssaavic.com.au   

Rekindle the spirit of black powder fire-
arm sports shooting with the VMLC.

Relive the excitement of the bygone days 
by shooting black powder firearms - a 
truly engrossing and satisfying sport. 

Everyone is welcomed to attend the 
VMLC monthly competitions at SSAA Vic-
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toria’s Eagle Park Shooting Complex on 
the third Saturday of every month.

Even if you don’t own any muzzle loading 
or black powder firearms, knowledgeable 
and generous VMLC members are always 
eager to give you a few shots!

Competitions are organised for all black 
powder original and reproduction fire-
arms including cap and ball, cartridge 
and single-shot handguns, muzzle load-
ing long-arms including flint, percussion, 
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile, 
smooth bore musket cartridge rifle, and 
muzzle loading and cartridge shotguns.

From January to October competitions 
are held. 

Prize-winners are presented with cards 
as well as trophies for the various cham-
pionships, such as Breech Loading Rifle, 
Military Muzzle Loading Rifle, Traditional 
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long Range Muzzle 
Loading Rifle, Flintlock Muzzle Loading 
Rifle, Muzzle Loading Shotgun, and 
Handgun.

For November many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Cham-
pionships where lots of black powder and 
lead is expended during the day, and at 
night everyone relaxes at the free barbe-
cue exchanging black powder stories and 
having a good time. 

December is set aside for some traditional 
competitions, such as cannon and novelty 
events.

VMLC membership also includes an en-
tertaining and informed newsletter, The 
Ramrod, which is sent to members every 
month. 

The Ramrod includes shooters’ scores, 
VMLC record scores, coming events and 
additional articles of interest to the black 
powder enthusiast.

For more information contact VMLC 
President Jim Morraitis on 03 9401 1955 
during business hours

Visit www.vmlc.com.au for more 
information.

We are also on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub 
or Twitter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest 
search for Victorian Muzzle Loading Club. 

Day range pass:

SSAA members

Adult $10

Pensioner $5

Junior Free

Non members

Adult $20

Pensioner $15

Junior Free

Other fees:

Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each

Competition Fee $5

Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)

Annual range 
passes

$65 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$35

Six month range 
passes

$35  
Jan 1 to Jun 30

Wodonga range matters  

Upon arriving at the range, leave your 
firearms securely locked in your vehicle 
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who 
will be wearing a high-visibility vest. 
The RO will guide you to sign the range 
attendance sheet and take your range 
fees. The RO will instruct you on when 
you may bring firearms from a vehicle 
to the firing line and when you may take 
firearms from the firing line back to a 
vehicle. 

The use of correct eye and hearing 
protection is compulsory for all people 
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not 
acceptable. 

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)

First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)

First Saturday 
• 1pm - 3pm Training programs and 

group bookings 

Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 LR
• Noon .22 r imfire 100m Fly 

Shoot 
• 1pm .22 LR rimfire Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Saturday
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am - noon Handgun Club Me-

tallic Silhouette

Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot any firearm
• 12.30pm 200m fox shoot

Fifth Sunday
• 10am - 4pm general shooting  

Wednesday 10am - noon

Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days.

Contact: President Josh Knight, jaek1@
me.com or 0488 970 293.  PO Box 501, 
Wodonga, VIC 3689.

Standing calendar – Handgun club

First Saturday 
• 10.30am Bullseye (900 match)
• 12.30pm Service Pistol 
• 1pm Action Match (Practical)
First Sunday  
• 11.30am to 1pm Blackpowder, air 

pistol, 25m
Second Saturday 
• 10am Introduction course (must 

book)
• 1pm Centrefire/25m 
• 1pm Action Match (falling plates)
Second Sunday
• 9.30am IPSC (level one)
Third Saturday
• 10.15am Centrefire/25m

WODONGA 
HANDGUN CLUB
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BRANCH
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• 1.30pm Metallic Silhouettes (300m 
range)

• 1pm Action Match (barricades)
Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am to noon Metallic Silhouettes 

Field and Rimfire (300m range)
• 10.15am Standard Pistol 
• 1pm Steel Challenge – club level
Fifth Saturday
• 10.30am Practice and novelty events

The range is open some Wednesdays 
from 12.30pm to 3pm. Please email the 
Secretary to verify which Wednesdays it 
is open.

See website for more details on WHGC 
http://www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au/ 

Our contact details

Contact us: President Bruce Sweeney 
bcsween@bigpond.com or Secretary 
Ruth on secretary@wodongahandgun-
club.org.au

June training day

The next monthly training day is Sunday, 
June 18. See our blog for directions to 
the training site - just Google ‘wgaa blog’. 

The club has an extensive range of train-
ing equipment, which includes several 
electronic throwers, a ‘backing’ dog, 
retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and 
release traps.

As usual, kick off is at 9am, with a barbe-
cue and raffle at midday. Anyone with a 
gundog is welcome. 

Any queries please contact our Training 
Officer, Kevin Phelps on 0407 091 221.

Pointer & Setter field trial 25/4/17

After two years of cancellations due to 
lack of game, it was certainly good to 
have a trial up and going again. 

A small field of seven dogs presented on 
the day, many of their handlers having 
driven through terrible conditions to 
attend. 

The first round saw some reasonable 
work, with a good number of birds being 
produced. 

But the wheels fell off somewhat after a 
mid-morning break, with dog after dog 
committing errors – probably a result of 
cobwebs that had accumulated over the 
past couple of years. 

Breaking to the fall of game, chasing, 
handler errors, out of control – the usual 
suspects combined to confound the 
situation, leaving an exasperated judge, 
Michael Zandona, to declare a no result.

Despite this disappointing finish, handlers 
and spectators alike enjoyed the day and 
who wouldn’t? Great venue, good tough 
conditions and some testing game birds!  

The next Pointer & Setter field trials are 
scheduled for June 25 and 26.

Any queries please contact Barry Oliver – 
0403 380 092 

Memberships

Membership fee is $30 and dog registra-
tions are $10

Facebook 

WGAA is on Facebook.

WGAA blog

View reports and slideshows of WGAA 
events on WGAA’s blog at http://wgaa.
blogspot.com or just google - wgaa blog 

A new website is presently under con-
struction. More news soon.

WORKING GUN 
DOGS ASSOCIATION

The Victorian Working Gundogs Association of Australia David Laird, SSAA Vic Hunting 
Development Manager (centre) at a meet and greet with the Working Gundogs.

The WGAA team put on fantsatic 
demonstrations at the SSAA SHOT Expo 
on May 20 and 21. The human and canine 
performers always  attract a huge crowd.
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Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate 
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying 
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you 
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.

Hunting’s future 
depends on you

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example 

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards 

• Promote and praise good behaviour 

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them 

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice 
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested 
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)  

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote  
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them  

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help 
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane  
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected 
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a 
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely 
hunt animals 

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)  

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t  
leave animal remains in or near waterways) 

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore  
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters  
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping  

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a 
level playing field

• Share your knowledge and skills with others

Australian

Deer 
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RAYTRADE PTY LTD




