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Front cover picture: About 100 people tried pistol
and rifle shooting at the Springvale Shooting Range
purchase party and come-and-try night on Thursday,
August 3.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I

would like to open my
address with some sad
news. I have just been
notified that SSAA Victoria
stalwart Bill Woolmore
passed away on Friday,
September 29. Bill had been
a member of the Association
since 1963 and his list of
achievements is long and
significant.

On behalf of the Board and
entire SSAA family, I send my
deepest sympathies to the
Woolmores. The December
edition of this magazine will
contain an article about Bill.
In other news, the results of
our 2017 Board election were
announced at the Annual
General Meeting on Sunday,
September 17.
The voting indicated that the
majority of the membership
was happy with the Board’s
performance and recognised
its recent successes.
I wish to thank everyone who
voted for me. I am looking
forward to three more years
guiding SSAA Victoria to becoming an even stronger, larger and more influential force.
The full results are detailed on
page 4 of this edition, and an
article about our new female
addition to the Board is on
page 5. The new Board first
met on Thursday, September
28 and we are already working well together.
Another serious issue that
has sparked our interest
since my last report was the
Bungowannah farmer who
had his firearms seized after
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DENIS MORONEY
SSAA Victoria President

conducting a citizen’s arrest of
an armed intruder on his own
property.
David Dunstan ran to his
locked safe and retrieved an
unloaded .22 rifle to use as
a prop when the armed man
entered the home where his
wife and daughters were
sleeping. He then forced the
burglar into his car and drove
him to police.
This story has highlighted a
significant issue with firearm
laws in Australia. This case involves an otherwise upstanding citizen who was doing the
right thing by protecting his
family, but his actions were
in contravention of the NSW
Firearms Act.
Despite the fact that David
lived outside of Victoria, we
felt compelled to support
him. Through the Combined
Firearms Council of Victoria,
we are supporting David in
getting legal representation to
fight this injustice.
Finally, I am going to finish
my report with some more
sad news. Our Marketing and
Communications Manager,
Caitlin Pearson, who edits this
magazine, has resigned from
SSAA Victoria. She came into
her role two years ago and totally changed the way we did
communications. We’re losing
a very valued employee and
she will be sorely missed.

Finances at an all-time high

SSAA Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jack Wegman (left) presenting the finances at the Annual General Meeting. Watching on is SSAA Victoria
Secretary Ross Farmer, SSAA National President Geoff Jones and SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney.
PICTURE: Member supplied

S

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor

SAA Victoria hosted its 2017
Annual General Meeting at
the Hotel Bruce County on
Sunday, September 17. Forty-five
members attended the meeting,
where the 2016/17 financials were
adopted and the results of the
Board election were announced.
SSAA National President Geoff
Jones flew down from Queensland to
chair the meeting, while SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney opened
the meeting and Chief Executive
Officer Jack Wegman presented the
financial accounts.
Denis, who was re-elected to the
Board, told the meeting how proud he
was to lead the Board that achieved
a $1.14m net operating surplus in the
2016/17 financial year. “The finances
have gathered significant momentum
over the past four years, and I have
been fortunate enough to be President of the Association for three of
those years,” he said in his opening
address.
He highlighted the benefits of having money in the bank for important
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1. Denis
Moroney
2. Marion
Barnes
3. Henry
Rogers
4. Ross
Farmer

projects. “We were able to donate
more than $33k to the branches and
sub-clubs for various projects and
events. That support came on top
of the capitation, rates, insurance,
branding, promotions, certification
and administrative support the state
provides.”
In his presentation of the financials,
Jack said SSAA Victoria had grown
to be a profitable business. “While,
we’ve had a boost from government
grants, our normal operations have
resulted in a considerable increase
in revenue and operating surplus,”
he said. “That, in turn, will allow us to
put more back into providing services
and facilities.”
The Association’s strong financial
position allowed it to put $150k of
its own reserves alongside $300k in
Shooting Sports Facilities Program
funding, for range works over two
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years. “By the time the grant funding program is complete, the SSAA
Victoria will have received just over
$1m from the government,” Jack
said. “That’s including the grant for
the purchase of Springvale.”
Denis said the strong financial
position allowed the Board to consider other exciting opportunities. “It
means we can now consider exciting
opportunities like buying more land
for ranges; making our volunteer
Range Officers employees; better
supporting branches, sub-clubs and
hunters; and having considerable financial reserves to meet any political
challenges that arise,” he said.
Both Denis and Jack thanked the
Board, staff, volunteers and members for supporting the Association
and contributing to its success in
various ways.
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Board Secretary Ross Farmer
was also re-elected to the Board,
while former Board member Henry
Rogers was also elected. Former
Junior Vice President Luke Silverback was unsuccessful in his
re-election attempt and Phil Brown
chose not to nominate at the end
of his term.
The results of the postal ballot

were: Denis Moroney 2030; Henry

OFFICE BEARER

Rogers 1782; Mel Warner 1620;
Ross Farmer 1644; Marion Barnes
1847; Luke Silverback 1582; Tim
Brooking 1515; Trevor Dennis
1454.
Following Senior Vice President
Greg Moon’s resignation, the
Board also appointed Bill Campbell
to the Board. He will sit in Greg’s

At the September 28 Board
meeting, the directors elected their
office bearers. Denis Moroney
was again elected President, while
David Schereck became Senior
Vice President, Jeff Kuyken became
Junior Vice President
and Ross Farmer was again
elected Secretary.

place for the remainder of his term.

SSAA Victoria Facilities Manager Shaun Doyle and The Art of Dr Seuss Gallery, Melbourne, Manager Scott, with the limited edition print ‘By gad, old
man, you got him’.

A piece of history

I

t would be safe to say that every
adult in Australia would have
read a Dr Seuss children’s story
or, at the very least, heard of his
works. But very few would know
that US artist Theodor “Ted” Geisel
who created Dr Seuss, also had a
family connection to the shooting
sports. In fact, he even referenced
shooting in one of the pieces
that make up the Secret Art of Dr
Seuss.

The Dr Seuss Estate releases four
or five artworks each year and their
reproduction is strictly limited worldwide. The Secret Art collection,
created over more than 60 years,
was rarely, if ever, exhibited during
Ted’s lifetime. This year, among the
releases was ‘By gad, old man, you
got him!’, which depicts the changing
trajectory of a bullet.

Ted’s father founded a rifle club in
Massachusetts, USA, in the late
1800s. Both of his parents were “expert marksman”. The Art of Dr Seuss
Gallery website explains Ted’s view
of the sport: “I always thought it was
silly and unproductive,” he said. “It
was shooting holes in a paper target.”
However, he embraced the underlying value of this pursuit, commending
his father: “… he was an inspiration.
‘Whatever you do,’ he taught me, ‘do
it to perfection.’”
“In ‘By gad’, Ted not only gives the
world welcome relief and suspends
belief, he seems to honour his parents and their passionate pastime,”
the website said. “He allows each of
us to think about our own life’s target
and how our childhood experiences
contribute to hitting our own personal
bullseye.
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“Perhaps most importantly, Ted
seems to suggest that our life’s
journey need not be straight. In fact,
most of us could agree that our own
paths are a wacky, non-linear trajectory toward our life’s goals ... and that
we have likely dodged a bullet or two
along the way.”
SSAA Victoria is now the proud
owner of a limited print, after a phone
call from Scott at The Art of Dr
Seuss Gallery in The Block Arcade,
Melbourne. “As soon as we saw this
piece, we knew where it would look
great and be appreciated by the right
audience,” said Scott, who manages
one of just two Dr Seuss galleries
outside of the US.
If any members would like to secure
their own limited edition of the print,
or visit the gallery, they can call
9639 0680.

Board
welcomes
female
member
Marion Barnes has been elected to the SSAA Victoria Board of Directors, becoming the first female to do so in five years. The results of the Board
election were announced at the September 17 Annual General Meeting.					
PICTURE: Supplied

S

SAA Victoria has welcomed
its first female in five years
to the 11-person Board of
Directors. Marion Barnes – who has
become known in shooting circles
through her role as Publicity Officer
of the SSAA Shepparton Branch
– was elected to the Board after a
hotly-contested election process.
The Kyabram local is a staunch
Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party
supporter and was recently elected
to the state executive of the party.
Her public persona was launched
when she was appointed to the
Shooting Sports Facilities Program
committee in 2015.
SSAA Victoria has not had a female
Board member since 2012, when
Zdenka McCaskill left the Board.
Zdenka was appointed to the Board
in 2008, and made Secretary in 2011.
As the first woman on the Board
since, Marion said her appointment
could “break down the male-domi-

nated appearance of SSAA Victoria”. She said her inclusion would
show the membership that anybody,
regardless of gender, had the opportunity to provide leadership to the
organisation.

Moroney, who was re-elected to the

“I want to work with branches and
sub-clubs to encourage women and
juniors to join the sport,” she said.
“I will do that by publicly showing
shooting in positive light as a sport
that offers diversity and inclusion.
This can be achieved at come-andtry days and through running charity
events, showing that shooters are
caring individuals, using our sport for
good. That would debunk a lot of the
negative publicity we endure through
the media.”

individual,” he said. “She will, no-

Marion said she planned to be a
voice for “regional members at a
grassroots level” and ensure shooters were shown the respect and
acceptance they deserved.
SSAA Victoria President Denis
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Board, congratulated Marion on her
appointment. “I have seen the work
Marion has done at her local branch,
with the ladies days, and know that
she is a hard-working and dedicated
doubt, bring that passion and enthusiasm to the Board.”
Denis said he was confident that having a woman on the Board would encourage more women to participate
in the sport. “We all recognise that
we need more women in the shooting sports,” he said. “The presence
of a woman at a senior level shows
that women have an important place
in the shooting sports. We’ve been
trying to break down the ‘boy’s club’
perception for a long time and gender
diversity is the only way to do that.”
Marion was inducted to the Board at
the September Board meeting.
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Snapshot of our shooting bodies
NEIL JENKINS
Secretary
Combined Firearms Council of Victoria

V

ictoria’s shooting industry
is weird and wonderful. It’s
huge. It’s an industry worth
at least $1 billion locally. It dates
back centuries and includes an
entertaining variety of eccentric
and wonderful people, who you can
meet if you put in the time.

Some of the organisations which lead
our sporting calendar were originally
created around the early 1900s to
provide civilian support for our military. Others were created for the love
of collecting, the benefits of hunting,
or - like the Combined Firearms
Council of Victoria (CFCV) - out of
necessity.

extremely complicated.

shooting organisations.

A few years ago the CFCV created
a ‘shooting map’ to try to set out a
visual map showing who is who on
the sporting side of what we do.
Recently, we decided to update it to
provide a better visualisation of how
it looks. What you see below is our
best guess at what it looks like – with
SSAA and its affiliations shown in
light blue.

The CFCV’s own role in the industry
has changed significantly over the
last 10 years. Many of you will know
that we led an industry submission
on the National Firearms Agreement
technical review, which threatened
to spill out into other areas, such as
more restrictions on gun collectors
and the participation of juniors in our
sport. The submission was successful, confirming the position the CFCV
now has in the Victorian shooting
community, which is highlighted in
the map.

What this obviously does not show
is the size of the organisation. SSAA
is undoubtedly the largest and most
diverse of them all. The map also
does not show the commercial side
of shooting, nor the pro-shooting
internet-based groups, which have
emerged over the past few years. It
does not show the political parties
that support the shooting sports. It
only shows what we know about the

It’s little wonder then, that the structure of our shooting industry is

Map of Victorian
shooting organisations
Key outputs
Key umbrella
groups

Recreation /
industry

(most shooting orgs)

Olympic /
Comm Games

Shooting Australia
(Affiliations to VIS, AIS etc)

We’d like to keep the map updated,
so, if representatives from any organisations reading this are interested
in providing updates or having a chat
with us, please let us know at
admin@firearmscouncil.org.au
The political umbrella for Victoria’s
major shooting organisations

(More information: Neil Jenkins - admin@firearmscouncil.org.au)
www.firearmscouncil.org.au

Community
safety

Shooting Sports Safety &
Advancement Foundation

Influence
political
processes

Influence
regulatory
processes

Other int’l
competitions &
events

Combined Firearms
Council of Vic

Gamecon

Shooting Sports
Council of Vic

Shooting orgs
Legend
Multiple affiliations
(various colours)
Individual affiliations
Functional
relationship
Membership due to
regulatory issues

Italics

National body

Green

FCC member

Vic Sporting Clays
Assn

Vic Amateur
Pistol Assn

Vic Rifle Assn

(Pistol Australia)

(Nat Rifle Assn)

Target Rifle Vic
(Target Rifle Australia)

(Modern Pentathlon Aus)

Vic Clay Target Assn
(Aus Clay Target Assn)

Non-shooting
orgs

Modern
Pentathlon Vic

Antique & Historical
Collectors Guild of Vic

Aus Sporting Clays

Aust Living
History Org

Vic Deer
Assn
Aus Deer
Assn
Vic Hound
Hunters

Vintagers

ICORE

SSAA Vic
(SSAA Aus)

(Security
Industry)

Aust Biathlon
Assn

Aust Air Rifle
Assn

(Ararat
Collectors)

(Shepparton
Collectors)

IPSC

Vic Game &
Deerstalking
Assn – Vic Game

Gippsland Deer
Stalkers Assn

North East Deer
Stalkers Assn

Council of
Muzzle Loading
Shooters of Vic

(Bendigo
Collectors)

Historical Arms Collectors Assn

Australian
Bowhunters Assn

Vic Farmers
Federation
(Nat Farmers Fed’n)

(Ballarat
Collectors)

SSAA and VAPA also have
collecting groups
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Field & Game Aust

Firearm Traders Assn
(National Firearms Dealers Assn)

Shooting Industry
Foundation Aus

SSAA funds
landmark deer
reasearch
SSAA Victoria and SSAA National are funding a landmark deer research project, which will see Sambar deer (pictured) captured and collared.

S

SAA Victoria and SSAA
National are injecting
$30,000 into groundbreaking research on Sambar
deer. The Parks Victoria project
will see the species captured and
collared with GPS trackers, to
provide valuable information about
their movements and ecology. If
successful, it will be the first time
Sambar have been successfully
captured and collared in Australia.
SSAA Victoria President and National Vice President Denis Moroney
said the organisation was proud to
be at the forefront of deer research.
“We are so fortunate to be in a strong
financial position that allows us to
fund this research,” Denis said. “We
anticipate that this project will provide
the facts and data we need to formulate sensible and fact-driven hunting
regulations and control programs.”
The state and national bodies will
both provide $15,000 over two years
to the valuable pilot project. The
aim of Stage one is to GPS collar
up to eight deer on the Bogong High
Plains, preferably a mix of mature
males and females. It will track
the location of these deer over the
course of a two-year period.

Other deer species have been
captured and collared before for
research purposes. In New Zealand,
Sika deer have been successfully
radio collared, as have White-Tailed
deer and other species in the United
States. Closer to home, Red deer
have been successfully collared in
Queensland. If successful, it will be
the first time in recorded history that
the illusive Sambar deer is capture
and collared. Based on the results
of those studies, Parks Victoria and
SSAA are reasonably confident the
collars will work effectively and provide valuable data.
The research will aim to answer the
following:
•

How does deer behaviour/
movement vary daily and
seasonally against weather
variables?

achieved away from peatlands
during the winter months?
The long-term aim of the project is to
improve the design and development
of cost-effective, targeted control
programs to protect key environmental assets in alpine areas. GPS
tracking collars will be fitted to both
male and female Sambar, and, at a
specific time, they will drop off the
animals.
“We are well aware that some of the
project’s objectives do not necessarily align exactly with SSAA’s views on
deer,” Denis said. “However, hunters
have long called for accurate data on
Sambar deer. Funding the research
provides us input into its planning
and operation, as well as access to
the data.”

•

What is the extent of the home
range of a Sambar deer?

•

What habitats do deer prefer
and how do they use these
habitats?

A project working group, consisting of representatives from Parks
Victoria, the NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service, the ACT Parks and
Conservation Service and the SSAA
Victoria, has been established to
co-ordinate the project.

•

Where do Sambar from high
elevation go in winter? Do
they move down the elevation
gradient and, if so, how far? Is
control of alpine sambar better

SSAA has offered in-kind assistance
to the project. If volunteer opportunities arise when the project progresses, the Association will inform
members.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU
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SPRINGVALE PURCHASE

Celebrating
Springvale
SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney (left) with Jack Wegman at the Springvale Purchase Celebration on Thursday, August 3.
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

S

SAA Victoria hosted a
celebration to mark the
purchase of the Springvale
Shooting Range on Thursday,
August 3. Coupled with a comeand-try night for new shooters, the
event attracted members, visitors,
and representatives from various
sides of politics, local government
and regulator groups.
“The purchase party was an opportunity for everyone to come together
and celebrate the shooting sports,”
SSAA Victoria President Denis
Moroney said. “The past 18 months
have been a political nightmare for
shooters, so it was great to just get
together and celebrate a success.”

City of
Greater
Dandenong
Mayor Jim
Memeti
unveiling
the plaque
marking the
purchase of
Springvale.

ney, and some people said it would
never be done,” Denis said. “But we
did it. We have secured the range for
generations to come.”

It took four years, involved two
State Governments, seven different government departments and
changes to an Act of Parliament. But,
on Monday, June 26 SSAA Victoria
finally took ownership of the land it
had leased since the 1970s.

About 100 people visited the range
from 7pm for the come-and-try night,
having a go at pistol and rifle shooting. All 23 spaces on the main range
were filled until close, with people
trying rifle shooting. Sporting Shooters Pistol Club (SSPC) also managed
the pistol side of the evening.

“It was a long and convoluted jour-

Inside, the bistro was transformed for
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the night, with table cloths, flowers, a
novelty shooting range cake and catering. The crowd heard from City of
Greater Dandenong Mayor Jim Memeti, Shooters, Fishers and Farmers
Party MP Jeff Bourman, and SSAA
Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jack
Wegman, along with Denis.
Jack provided the crowd with a summary of the purchase project, demonstrating just how many people were
involved and what part they played.
CONTINUED PAGE 9

SPRINGVALE PURCHASE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Denis then explored the increasing
popularity of the range and the influx
of Asian and Indian patrons, as well
as women and young people.
Cr Memeti discussed the local government’s long-standing relationship
with SSAA Victoria, which began
in 1972. At the time, the land was
owned by then City of Springvale.
SSAA Victoria struck a deal with the
council to lease the land and build a
new shooting range just in time for
the 1973 World Shooting Championships. The Mayor also discussed the
increasing popularity of the shooting
sports among locals and his support
of the range as a community hub.
Jeff Bourman highlighted the part
the Shooters, Fishers and Farmers
Party played in the purchase of the
Springvale Range. The political party
ensured the project remained on the
government’s agenda over the years
and was integral in the passage of
the Land Revocation Bill. In highlighting his connection to the range, Jeff
Bourman told the crowd about meeting his wife, Nicole, while shooting at
Springvale. The pair have now been
married for 20 years.
The range bistro had a makeover for
the event. Jessi from Jessicakes in
Brunswick made a delicious target

SSAA Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jack Wegman (left) with Victoria Police’s Licensing and
Regulation Division Superintendent Paul Millett, and Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party MPs Jeff
Bourman and Daniel Young.

The main
range
was filled
with new
shooters
throughout
the night,
with most
trying
both pistol
and rifle
shooting.

cake, which was polished off by

fabulous catering and service staff.

the end of the night. Janelle from

Finally, Plaques.com.au produced

Wedding Hire Melbourne supplied

the plaque and Sandown Park Hotel

the Association with the table linen

loaned us their lectern.

and gorgeous flowers. Lombard
Nunawading created eye-catching

Denis thanked everyone involved,

balloon arches in the company co-

with a special thank you reserved for

lours and ‘It’s ours’ gold foil balloons.

all of the Range Officers who worked

Bruno and Christian organised the

on the evening, and the SSPC.

The purchase celebration crowd filled the Springvale Range bistro.
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Advertise in the

Victorian Shooter
magazine
SIZE

PRICE

Full page

$1400

Half page

$800

Quarter page

$450

Eighth page

$300

Page 3 (full page only)

$1500

6cm banner (front page)

$350

The Victorian Shooter magazine is a bi-monthly
electronic publication, available to all 36,000 SSAA
Victoria members. An electronic copy is emailed to
members and available on the website.
Member surveys show that the Victorian Shooter is
widely read among the membership and it is where the
majority of members look for SSAA news.
SSAA Victoria offers free ‘for sale’ advertising to its members
for small goods. Anyone wishing to advertise their business
should contact the Editor for an avertising agreement. A 10
per cent discount is offered on annual contracts.
Editor: Caitlin Pearson
Phone: 03 8892 2777
Email: caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au
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Snakes alive

A useful guide for SSAA Victoria members

The Eastern Brown snake (pictured) can be a tan/brown colour with variations of lighter or darker brown. The underside belly is often lighter. Mark
Pelley says members should not, under any circumstances, attempt to approach, handle, or kill one of these snakes.
PICTURE: Supplied

MARK PELLEY
‘THE SNAKE HUNTER’
Victorian Shooter contributor

A

s one of Australia’s leading
snake consultants and
catchers, I have found
snakes everywhere. I have found
them inside new cars, garages and
houses; under refrigerators, gun
safes, desks and beds; and in a
bookshelf, a back pack, camping
bags, sleeping bags, drawers, a
refrigerator and tents. I have also
found snakes hiding in car engines,
industrial machinery, factories,
offices, businesses, toilets, feed
sheds and barns.
Outdoors, snakes can hide easily under rocks, logs, tree branches, roots,
grass and leaves. They can also
be found in swamps, rivers, ponds,
rocky areas, forests, wetlands, rain
forests and in every climate imaginable in Australia. Snake are everywhere and can show up anywhere.
Shooting a firearm is about much
more than just knowing the relevant gun laws. You need to know,

and abide by all relevant laws that
relate to your activity. This article will
specifically focus on what to do when
you come across a snake, and cover
the relevant laws.

What NOT to do when
you see a snake
The most important thing is to note
that it is illegal to kill a snake. They
are a protected species and significant penalties may apply to those
who take matters into their own
hands. The penalties vary depending
on the state of Australia.
As the old saying goes, ignorance of
the law is no excuse. If you use your
firearm to shoot a snake, you put
yourself and others at significant risk.
You also run the risk of prosecution
from Victoria Police and the Department of Environment, Land Water
and Planning or similar authorities
interstate.
Furthermore, think back to your firearms safety training: it is never a good
idea to point a firearm at the ground
immediately in front of you. If you

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

have moved away far enough from the
snake so that you feel you are safe to
shoot, there is no need to pull the trigger as you are out of harm’s way. As
with all matters pertaining to firearms,
use your intelligence. Try to imagine
how it would look to the public if a
bullet ricocheted and you accidentally
shot your friend while trying to shoot
a snake.
It is also illegal to handle, pick up or
touch a snake. In other words, do not
physically engage a snake at all under
any circumstances whatsoever. Aside
from the prosecution risk, it may pose
a significant health risk to you.
Australia has the most venomous
snakes on the entire planet. Australian snakes are extremely venomous
with fast-acting toxins that can kill
you extremely quickly. You put your
life and health at significant risk by
touching a snake. If you survive the
initial snake bite, there could be disastrous long-term consequences for
your health, including kidney or other
organ failure.
CONTINUED PAGE 12
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

What TO DO when near
a snake

Eastern Brown snakes

I give the same answer to everyone – leave snakes alone. If you
leave them alone, they will leave
you alone. I know it is very simple
advice. However people still fail
to listen and get bitten. Australian
snakes are shy creatures by nature
and will want to move away from
you. A snake will not want to go out
of its way to bite you unless provoked, afraid or in pain.
While hunting or shooting, the best
advice I can give is to be aware, use
your peripheral vision and look for
snakes. They camouflage extremely
well so can be hard to see. But, if
you see a snake, simply back away
from it slowly and let it pass, or move
around it. Teach other hunters to do
the same thing, no matter how much
they proclaim to be an expert.
The Australian Venom Research Unit
published a long-term study showing
that middle-aged men were most
likely to get bitten by snakes. In my
professional opinion, it is because
they can fail to heed the above
advice. Don’t be a hero – be smart
instead.
If you’re at the shooting range,
private property or on a farm, and
a snake is found, keep an eye on it
from a safe distance and do NOT
engage it. Someone like myself may
be able to move the snake on or
provide advice on what to do or who
to contact. Most importantly, keep all
children and animals away from the
snake at all times.
Following these very straightforward
and simple steps can be achieved by
everyone. By leaving snakes alone,
you are keeping yourself, others
around you, the snake and your
shooting industry safe.
I hope this article helped you understand what to do/not to do around

LOCATION: See distribution map (above)
SIZE: Typically between 1m and 1.5m long.
I have caught specimens around the 2m-mark.
DESCRIPTION: These snakes can be a tan/brown colour with variations of lighter or darker brown. The underside belly is often lighter. Juvenile brown snakes can have dark head markings and can be confused
with a little whip snake.
WHERE FOUND: Eastern Brown snakes can survive in deserts, coastal
areas, forests, open grasslands, pastures and more. They thrive in areas
such as farms, where there is a high population of rodents.
DIET: Rodents, birds, small mammals, and sometimes small reptiles.
BEHAVIOUR: Most active during the day, Eastern Brown snakes can
be quite formidable. They will typically create an ‘s’ bend when about to
strike and are very fast moving. A very large Eastern Brown snake can
be very dangerous to deal with. Brown snakes can flatten themselves to
fit under and in the smallest of gaps and are not to be messed with.
VENOM: The Eastern Brown snake is the second most venomous land
snake on the entire planet. It is responsible for more deaths in Australia
than any other group of snakes. Its venom contains an extremely powerful neurotoxin as well as blood coagulants. If bitten, a person would
suffer diarrhoea, dizziness, renal failure, convulsions, paralysis and
cardiac arrest. Bite marks do not always appear on the skin.
WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE ONE: Do not under any circumstances
attempt to approach, handle, or kill one of these snakes. It is illegal to
do so and the venom could quickly kill you.
snakes when practicing shooting and
hunting. If you want to learn more
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about how to be safe around snakes,
be sure to like my Facebook page.

Magistrate rules on
“bloodlust” sport
Frankston Magistrate Rodney Crisp has revealed his take on Australia’s “gun hating” legislation in a recent court case.

A

ustralia is a “gunhating country” run by a
government that believes
all forms of shooting – even paper
or clay targets – involve “bloodlust”.
That’s the interpretation of
Victoria’s longest-serving
Magistrate Rodney Crisp, of
Frankston Magistrate’s Court.
In presiding over Carlo Grapiglia’s
application to be made a non-prohibited person, following an intervention
order, Mr Crisp made some shocking revelations about the shooting
sports. While most of his comments
related to his interpretation of the
authority’s anti-gun stance, he also
highlighted his own bias against the
shooting sports.
The following is an excerpt from the
court recording, which was released
to Carlo and provided to SSAA
Victoria.

Mr Crisp: I think it is a non-essential application that you want to
reinstate … I think you just want to
go and shoot animals, don’t you?”
Carlo: “No sporting shooter.”
Mr Crisp: “Yeah, well isn’t that
what you call shooting animals?”

Carlo: “No they are clay targets.”
Mr Crisp: “Oh clay targets; well,
that’s a bit better.”
Carlo had an intervention order
granted against him, however the
firearms clause was deducted from
the order and the other party agreed
that he could have his firearms returned to him. Despite this, Mr Crisp
said it would be an “absolute insult to
the order and the legislation” to allow
him access to firearms.
“In other words, what the government
has done, is made a policy decision
… where shooting of any kind, even
inanimate objects, involves some
sort of bloodlust,” Mr Crisp said. “It
is frowned upon by the government
in the context of family violence, so
much so, that they take the view
that you should not have access to
weapons.
“That is not necessarily because
you may take a weapon and shoot
a protected person. My view is that
the government has done that for this
reason – that any activity that excites the passions involving firearms
should be prohibited during the term
of an order.”
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In highlighting a worrying increase in
family violence, Mr Crisp said “macho
behaviour” went “hand-in-hand with
a macho attitude towards women”.
Unfortunately, his lengthy case ruling
indirectly suggested that sporting
shooters exhibited those macho
behaviours.
“So let’s look at gun use – we’re a
country that frowns on it anyway and,
in the context of the family violence
orders, I guess the first thing we
should be doing is prohibiting gun
use during that period,” he said. “If
they are trying to (stop) or put the lid
on over-masculine behaviour in family situations … let’s put the brakes on
gun use during the currency of one of
these orders.”
Mr Crisp has a history of controversial rulings. In 2014, a Supreme
Court Judge found the Magistrate
had been “wrong in law and denied
a defendant procedural fairness”
(The Age). Mr Crisp had reversed a
colleague’s decision to allow a man’s
firearms-related charges to be heard
summarily, declaring it should “go to
trial”.
In 2010, Mr Crisp made headlines
when he jailed a man who blew bubblegum in his court.
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Honeymoon safari
STEVEN FINE
Victorian Shooter contributor

T

hroughout my time as a
guide in Africa, I received
many requests from holidaymakers and business people,
who wanted to see the majestic
beasts from their picture books.
When I think back on the years,
one couple stands out. They were
honeymooners from Italy.

The head concierge from the Sandton Sun hotel in Johannesburg
phoned me and asked me to take
Massimo and Claudia on a sight-seeing safari. Despite the fact that I had
just returned from a hunting safari on
the border of South Africa and Zimbabwe, I agreed to meet the couple
the following day.

Italian
honeymooners
Claudia and
Massimo on their
African safari at
Earth Lodge, Sabi
Sabi, with Steven
Fine (right).
INSET: Goodies
all packed for a
sunset dinner
under the stars.

I always suggested a meet and greet
to answer clients’ questions, determine what sort of a trip they wanted,
ensure they had appropriate clothing,
determine their overall health and
allergies, and just break the ice.
I met them in the hotel lounge and
immediately determined they were
open, charming and had senses of
humour. Claudia said that her dream
was to see a ‘leone’, a lion, up close,
while Massimo said he would do
anything to see a rhinoceros.
The couple expressed a desire to
bushwalk among the large mammals
and predators during their safari. Of
course, having the right footwear is
imperative in that situation. My eyes
darted towards Claudia’s feet and I
saw that she was wearing short, fancy leather boots with a small leather
heel. I suggested we walk across to
the mall and purchase a couple of
pairs of cross trainers or soft boots
that did not require wearing in.
We set off to a well-known outdoor

store and I pointed out suitable cross
trainers and a couple of Merrell
boots. Massimo wanted the best running shoes that money could buy because he said, “If a rhino charges us
while on foot, I need to move quick”.
I told him that no human could outrun
a rhinoceros, to which he replied, “I
don’t have to outrun the rhino; I only
need to outrun you”.
Massimo and Claudia had five days
to spare. I suggested that we spend
three nights in the Kruger National
Park and two nights at Earth Lodge –
a luxury camp belonging to Sabi Sabi
in the world-renowned Sabi Sands
Game Reserve, which was part of
the greater Kruger National Park.
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On the first day of our safari, I took
the pair to a section of the Kruger
that was populated by rhinoceros.
We checked into camp and spent
many hours searching for animals.
A guide has to be sharp; they must
know the area and be able to spot
wild animals in the bush. While we
saw many animals on our first day,
the rhinoceros we not to be seen.
We spent much of the next day onfoot in the southern section of the
national park, which was well-known
for rhinoceros. Still, we failed to spot
rhinoceros, but we did come across a
zeal of zebras.
CONTINUED PAGE 15
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That evening, I surprised them by
preparing a romantic sunset meal for
the newlyweds up a rocky hill overlooking the vast landscape. No one
was allowed to do this after dark with
the exception of rangers and professional guides, so I was proud to be
able to do it.
I took out two folding chairs and a
folding table with a tableclot. While
keeping a sharp lookout for lion or
leopard, I put wine glasses, a quality
bottle of red wine and some tasty
snacks out. After opening the wine
and raising a glass, I gave them
space to enjoy their meal while panning the area with my six-cell Maglite.
I had to stay on high alert with my
rifle, in case of lions. Somewhere in
the distance below a baboon barked,
the flamboyant sunset gave way
to darkness and nocturnal noises
echoed all around like an orchestra.
It was a truly magical moment.
The following morning we brought

two Parks Board rangers along on
our safari. On that exciting morning
we spotted no less than a dozen rhinoceros. We were fortunate enough
to get within 20m of a pair – one was
sitting in the sand between the rocks
and the papa rhino was watching
over her. They were white rhinoceros
and, in my opinion, not dangerous
like their black cousins.
While walking back to the vehicle,
which was parked about 3km away,
we saw a flock of Red-Billed Oxpecker birds land in the bush in front of
us. The Oxpeckers share a symbiotic
relationship with herbivores in that
they preen them and remove ticks.
So, I knew immediately that there
were more rhinoceros or even buffalo
up ahead.
We spotted some buffalo tracks and
slowly we stalked closer, with the
breeze in our faces. We came to a
clearing and were met with a scene
from Eden. Up ahead was a small
herd of buffalo, a large elephant bull

to one side and, further to our right, a
magnificent Kudu male.
In Kruger, we woke up every day
before sunrise. Early morning, late
afternoon and early evening are the
best times to see animals. On the
way to Earth Lodge, Massimo and
Claudia’s prayers were answered as
we spotted three huge lions crossing
the road, right in front of us.
Over two days at Sabi Sabi we saw
an incredible amount of wild animals up-close from the lodge’s open
vehicle. We saw lions, elephants,
leopard, cheetahs, hippopotamus,
hyenas, jackals, and several species
of buck and birdlife.
The highlight was the last night when
we stalked a pride of lions that were
on the hunt. We followed them for
five hours into the night. In front of
our eyes the pride of lions pulled
down a fully grown buffalo. It was
amazing to show the honeymooners
was life was like in the African wild.

Member program recognised for conservation value

S

SAA Victoria has been
recognised for its
conservation work. Parks
Victoria presented the Association
with a Kookaburra Award for its
efforts in running the Conservation
and Pest Management Program
(CPM).

tions in some of Victoria’s unique and
iconic parks and reserves. In return,
Parks Victoria is able to carry out
valuable pest and invasive animal

control measures for a fraction of
the cost of professional contractors.”
Australian Deer Association was also
presented with an award.

CPM Manager Rhys Coote, who
received the 2016 Conserving Special
Places Award in July, said it was a
great achievement for the Association.
“The CPM program, in which volunteer operators assist Parks Victoria in
controlling pest and invasive species
on Parks Victoria-managed land, has
enhanced the role of hunting in the
community,” Rhys said.
“Accredited SSAA Victoria members
are given the opportunity to voluntarily participate in pest control opera-

SSAA Victoria CPM Manager Rhys Coote accepting the Kookaburra Award from Parks Victoria
Yarra Ranges District Ranger, Craig Bray.
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Annealing: Part science, part craft
In this third instalment, Ross Williams finishes his survey of annealing methods.
ROSS WILLIAMS
Victorian Shooter contributor

Annealing in molten
lead
Basically, this method involves
dipping the necks and, if necessary,
shoulders in molten lead heated to
at least 400C-420C. It cannot be
heated to more than 500C. The molten lead should be well fluxed and
skimmed clean.
For safety’s sake, wear eye protection, leather gloves and protective
clothing and footwear, just as one
should while casting bullets. If you
must use water for cooling the cases,
keep the water container under your
bench or behind you, so that you
have to swing around to drop the
brass into it. If a drop of water gets
into the molten lead, it will vaporise
instantly and hurl hot lead about.
However, air cooling in a heat-proof
aluminium cooking dish or tray is
okay, because quenching the brass
has no effect on the end result.
We must be able to maintain the
molten lead alloy at the temperature
that gives the best results. An electric
lead pot with a thermostat can do
this. However, without an accurate
thermostat, we still need a way to
monitor the temperature of the melt.
The best solution is a dial-type lead
thermometer, similar to the one in our
photo (see above).
Now for some case preparation.
First, polish the necks, shoulders and
upper bodies of the cases to a full,
bright shine. Remember, our aim is
to retain the polished look because a
dulling of the shine indicates unwanted grain growth.

Molten lead annealing equipment: a cast iron pot, multigrips, lead thermometer, and gas camping
stove out of sight underneath.

It’s better to leave the spent primer in
place, especially with small-calibre
necks, unless there is a good reason
for depriming beforehand. A small
amount of air will hiss and bubble out
of the case when one inserts it in the
melt, but it is quite safe. In the long
run, retaining the spent primer seems
to result in fewer instances of molten
lead trapping itself inside the case.
Removing trapped lead is a cow of a
job.
Fortunately, if the lead is hot enough
for annealing, it is less likely to
adhere to the brass. However, as a
preventative measure, we can dip
each case in light machine oil (such
as 3-in-1 or sewing machine oil) just
before we anneal it. Not the whole
case, just the parts that will come in
contact with the melt. Always shake
off the excess oil before dipping the
brass and ensure the area is well
ventilated.
Next, hold the solid head in a pair
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of multi-grips or pliers and lower the
whole neck vertically into the molten
lead for five to six seconds. Then
allow the case to cool and inspect
the colour change in the annealed
portion. The neck should have signs
of that reddish-brown hue, and a
bluish band may be detectable on the
shoulder. The shine should remain.
If the melt is hot enough, the desired colours may come in five to six
seconds – the ideal situation. Failure
means trying again with a fresh case
for eight seconds. As a rule of thumb,
if we have to go to 12 seconds, the
melt is too cool. A metronome app for
a mobile will allow you to count the
seconds accurately.
The aim is to find the time required to
anneal the brass satisfactorily. If the
melt temperature can be maintained
and the colour changes are monitored, the rest should be relatively
simple.
CONTINUED PAGE 17
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Salt bath annealing
The molten salt bath is a mixture
of potassium nitrate and sodium
nitrite, melted in a pot. On cooling,
it solidifies and is fully re-usable. In
liquid form, it is watery and non-toxic, and has a working temperature
range of 150C to 590C. “Annealing
salts” can be privately imported from
hand-loading suppliers in the USA.
Dip the case necks vertically into the
liquid, or perhaps a little deeper if required, but please protect your hands
and eyes. Like molten lead, a molten
salt bath can erupt if a drop of water
gets into it, so the same safety precautions apply. Molten salt can cause
third-degree burns in a split second.
Hold the case heads in multi-grips.
If using a salt bath or molten lead, we

still want a heat source with a broad
range of adjustment. Other essentials are a pot, a high-temperature
thermometer and a timer. Although
an old lead thermometer serves me
well, the world of digital units and
thermocouples is alluring.

Induction annealing
Now for the big question. Is there a
method which is entirely objective,
fully repeatable and removes human
error from the annealing process?
The answer is yes. Alex and Matt
Findlay, a father-and-son team based
in New Zealand’s Auckland have
developed a system that meets the
above criteria.
Their equipment is self-contained.
It uses programs based on the
cartridge in use, the brand of brass
and neck wall thickness. In addition,
programs for neck-turned cases are

incorporated.
But using their equipment is much
simpler than it sounds. One chooses
a cartridge and brand of brass from
a published list, to get a two-digit
program number. This number is entered in the unit. For each cartridge
design there is a “pilot”, for ensuring
that the brass enters the unit to the
correct depth. Press start ... a few
clicks ... and the case is annealed. It
has been returned to the softness of
the brand’s virgin cases.
I recommend a look at the Findlay’s
website (ampannealing.com), to
download the user’s manual. It will
give you a clear idea of their work
and offer useful advice about annealing. If you wish to write or call,
contact Annealing Made Perfect,
105B Manukau Rd, Pukekohe 2120,
Auckland, New Zealand.

Raising the Bar
RON JAMES
Victorian Shooter contributor

A

nyone who currently reloads
will be aware that the range
of bullets now available
to the reloader is mindboggling,
to say the least. What was once
a simple decision knowing which
bullet to load has become much
more complicated. A certain
amount of research is required to
attain the best possible outcome
for what the reloader requires.
Take the varmint hunter with his
high-velocity long-range .224 calibre rifle. First one must consider
where he is actually going to shoot.
This needs to be asked because of
the terrain involved. If he is going

to snipe at a patch of rabbits over
relatively flat terrain, it is highly
probably that 55gn bullets would be
acceptable. But if he is going to shoot
across a valley where the wind is
likely to be fickle and unpredictable,
a heavier bullet would be preferable.
It will be less affected by any cross
wind and you could add a low-drag
bullet profile into the mix to improve
the situation even further.

For a typical hunting situation, the reasoning becomes more complicated.
We all aim for a one-shot kill on the
animal involved. The most appropriate
bullet will largely depend on the animal we hunt. Is the animal lightly built
or is it a large animal full of muscle
and bone, such as a Sambar deer?
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To get a bullet into to a deer’s vitals is
not an easy task. The shot is usually
less than perfect due to terrain, thick
cover and unco-operative animals. In
addition, perhaps the range may be
less than ideal. Initially the bullet has
to be accurate, some of it must break
up on entry while another portion
must continue to penetrate deeper.
The partition bullet will achieve all of
these aims. In addition, there are now
several other types of bullets that
control nose expansion to the point
where the mushrooming affect is almost picture perfect. It is achieved in
a number of ways including, but not
limited to, internal bonding, different
core hardness and jacket tapering.
CONTINUED PAGE 19
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PROTECT YOUR VISION
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges.
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for
juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.

For more information contact the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.
Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au
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Older style bullets - a .270 Spitzer boat-tail
and 7mm X 170 grain round nose.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

The plastic-tipped bullet – initially
created to streamline the nose and
protect it against magazine damage
– makers quickly realised that it could
also be used to control expansion
rates. Nosler was the initiator with
its Ballistic Tip range. Now almost
all makers have them in one form or
another.
Feral pigs are probably the most
hunted animal in Australia. There are
several reasons for this state of affairs. They roam over approximately
38 per cent of the continent; they are
universally disliked and they provide
hunting opportunities for many.
Up until recent times almost certainly
flat-based or round-nosed bullets
were the most used. But, like the
deer hunter, there is now a number
of choices to be made. There are
simply more effective bullets available. Perhaps the first one to try is
the Nosler Ballistic Tip range or the
various Hornady plastic tips. I have
used the SST models with good effect, obviously there are others to try.
So many bullets, so little time.

A R30 Blaser with .177 TIG, a 6.5 X 55mm
with 140-grain protector point and .22/250
Remington with ballistic tip.

mates with other calibres have begun
using the same bullet. We have yet
to kill any pigs with Barnes all copper
projectiles, but we have some loaded
for the next hunting trip. They should
be ideal pig medicine,. Some have
the inevitable plastic tip, obviously
to promote expansion, and some
do not. Any bullet that mushrooms
quickly is good for pigs at any range.
So the nuts and bolts of this article
is that there are plenty of really good
bullets available that will assist you
in all hunting situations. But you now
have to do some research to obtain
the best possible outcome for your

A 140 grain .270 ballistic tip and 130gn H
Mantle - the original partition bullet.

particular hunting situation. Perhaps
the best thing to ask fellow hunters is,
why they are using a particular bullet.
Yes, personal choice comes into the
equation but it will soon become evident what works and what fails.
It’s a bit like the law in Victoria that
requires a minimum of .270 calibre to
hunt deer. Well, there may be some
that do, but all of the deer hunters
that I know have rifles of .30 calibre
and above, many include the word
magnum.
Shoot safe!

New breed
Hornady GMX,
no lead with
a plastic tip
to promote
expansion.

A mate of mind, also a deer hunter,
loaded up some 150 grain Nosler Accubonds in this .308 Winchester. On
pigs they proved to be deadly right
from the start. I notice that gradually
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FACES OF SSAA VICTORIA
In July 2016 SSAA Victoria ran the ‘Faces of SSAA Victoria’ campaign to find members who
represented the organisation’s vision, mission and objectives. These people are featured on the
new website which was launched in September 2016 and their stories will be shared with the
membership and the wider community over the coming months. Each of them has a different
story to tell, whether it be their hunting philosophy; their passion for reloading; their drive to
help and educate others or their experience breaking down the stigmas sometimes attached to
the shooting sports. Keep an eye out for each story on the website and in future editions of this
magazine. In this edition we introduce you to another Face of SSAA Victoria.

Andrew Robertson

Andrew Robertson works at a bank during the week, but his story is proof that he is so much more than an office worker. PICTURE: Tatjana Plitt

White-collared hunter
for lunch. When it comes to the
weekends, Andrew is quick to do
away with his starched, collared

A

CAITLIN PEARSON
Victorian Shooter Editor

ndrew Robertson works at
a bank. During business
hours, he works flat-out at
his desk, only taking a short break

shirts and get outdoors. The
father-of-two has three remedies
for stress relief – time with his
daughters, fishing and hunting.
One is an artist and self-proclaimed
author; the other an entertainer at
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heart. Andrew’s girls, aged 10 and
8, are the “highlight” of his day. “My
eldest daughter has written more
than 150 short books from ideas
she has come up with overnight,” he
said. “She has been doing this since
she was four years old. My youngest
daughter is a brilliant dancer and
singer. She also loves to play sports.”
CONTINUED PAGE 21
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Andrew Robertson and Donna Smigielski, two of the Faces of SSAA Victoria, at the professional photoshoot at Eagle Park Range in July 2016.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

The Robertson family spends a lot
of time reading, going to the beach,
parks or lakes, and laughing with
each other. They are a normal family
that also enjoys the shooting sports.
While the girls are too young to
shoot yet themselves, they have a
keen interest in rifle shooting. “When
they are a little older I will introduce
them to target practice using my
shotgun and 30-06 at the Eagle Park
Range,” Andrew said. He has waited
a decade to bring his children into the
sport.
Andrew has always enjoyed being
outdoors. He can remember vividly the first time he caught a fish at
five years old. “It was a colourful
Parrot fish and I caught it using a
tree branch with a line/hook I found
tangled in the rocks,” he said.
His introduction to hunting came just
a few years later. “I shot my first rabbit when I was 10 years old, with my
brothers and their mates on a private
property in Castlemaine, Victoria,” he
said. “I loved being around my older
brothers hunting. It was so exciting
and the rabbits tasted great too,
cooked over an open fire that night.”

Andrew has been hunting and fishing
with a group of friends for more than
25 years now. “Some of my friends
are now bringing their kids on hunting
trips with them. It is really great to
know that the tradition will carry on
for another generation,” he said.
Hunting has taken Andrew across the
state and beyond. He’s hunted feral
pigs in Goondiwindi, Queensland;
rabbits and foxes in Anakie; ducks
in central Victoria; and deer in the
Alpine Region. He reckons he has
made life-long friends along the road.
“I am passionate about fishing,
hunting and getting outdoors,” he
said. “I love it. Wind, rain, hail or
shine – there is always something to
do outdoors. Dawn and dusk are my
favourite times to hunt and fish.”
The shooting sports is about more
than just getting outdoors for Andrew.
It’s the discipline, accuracy and the
ability to develop lasting, incredible
friendships that keeps him interested.
“I really enjoy developing the skills
and knowledge around reloading
rounds, including learning patience,
accuracy and pride in doing a top
job for your own customised loads,”
he said. “It’s great knowing that you
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have created something special, tailored specifically to your needs and
requirements. It gives you a sense of
pride and enjoyment, which is way
beyond what you can buy in a box of
bullets.”
Hunting is not an activity one would
generally associate with white-collar
workers, but Andrew has met his fair
share of shooters through work. “I
am so fortunate that my manager, her
husband and kids also enjoy hunting,
which makes for interesting conversations at work after a busy weekend
away,” he said. “I have come across
a number of hunters through work.
It always prompts friendly conversations about their hunting activities
and passions in life.”
Andrew’s story is proof that you can
never judge a book by its cover. Andrew is a family man; a white-collar
worker; an articulate professional and
a hunter. It’s proof that you cannot
put all shooters in the same box.

Andrew’s story is the last Faces
of SSAA Victoria story. To
read all of the Faces of SSAA
Victoria’s stories, visit the news
section of the SSAA Victoria
website at any time.
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The RSPCA Victoria Parliamentary Inquiry has come to a close, with the presentation of the Economy and Infrastructure Committee’s report.

RSPCA told to back off hunters

T

he Economy and
Infrastructure Committee
has released its report
on the Inquiry into the RSPCA
Victoria. The report calls for the
government-funded organisation
to develop positive working
relationships with stakeholder
groups, to prevent animal cruelty.

SSAA Victoria was one of 86 organisations or individuals who prepared
a submission for the inquiry and one
of 12 stakeholders to present at the
public hearings. Like several other
stakeholders, SSAA Victoria presented evidence that RSPCA Victoria had
shifted its focus from “advocating for
the prevention of cruelty to animals,
to animal rights activism”.
“For the most part, it appears that the
objections raised by stakeholders in
relation to RSPCA Victoria relate to
the organisation’s historical practices,” committee Chairman Bernie Finn
MLC said. “For example, the organisation has in the past been involved
in animal rights activism, in some instance campaigning against activities
that are legal in Victoria,

such as duck shooting.”
On May 31, SSAA Victoria Hunting
Development Manager David Laird
and Marketing and Communications
Manager Caitlin Pearson presented
at the public hearings. The pair pointed out many instances where RSPCA Victoria had run emotive campaigns against legal activities and
industries, such as: duck hunting,
dairy cows, greyhound racing, layer
hens, live exports, meat chickens, pig
farming, and whips in horse racing.
David was quoted directly in the
report, calling for RSPCA Victoria’s
government funding to be withdrawn.
“We feel it is totally inappropriate
to fund a society that is running
emotive, inaccurate and misleading
anti-hunting campaigns when hunting
is a lawful and legitimate recreational
and pest-management activity in the
state,” he said.
“It is also our view that any educational programs delivered by the
RSPCA and funded by government
should be independently reviewed
to ensure appropriate and factual
content. If this committee finds that
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RSPCA funding should be continued, we feel that rigorous reporting
criteria should be applied to ensure
those funds are spent appropriately and not used to fund any campaigns that seek to undermine legal
activities currently endorsed by
government.”
The committee report acknowledged
that the stakeholders felt RSPCA had
a “conflict of interest, given that RSPCA Victoria received funding from the
Victorian Government to undertake
its inspectorate role”.
Dogs Victoria’s Chief Executive
Officer Dr Tim Adams also discussed
RSCPA Victoria’s move to animal
rights activism in his presentation. “I
guess there is a general view within
the industry that they may have been
influenced in recent years, maybe for
even up to a decade, by ideologies
that might pull them towards an animal rights flavour,” he said. “We think
that is to the detriment of the core
purpose of the organisation and certainly to the detriment of the animals
and the people that own them.”
CONTINUED PAGE 23
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It’s not the first time RSPCA’s activism
has been put under scrutiny. In May
2016, RSPCA Victoria instigated an
independent review following rising
cruelty reports; changes in the social
landscape; and, public concerns
about RSPCA’s capacity to deal with
large-scale, serious cruelty incidents.
Former Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Neil Comrie AO APM, who
conducted the review, recommended
“that RSPCA Victoria, while continuing its legitimate advocacy role,
discontinue its public activism campaigning against the existing laws of
this state”.
When questioned before the committee, RSPCA Victoria said all public
advertising since the Comrie review
had surrounded the direct owner

care of animals. Sophie Buchanan,
head of prevention at RSPCA Victoria, said the organisation’s current
communications were aligned with
the review’s recommendation.

Victoria’s submission argument that
RSPCA Victoria’s spending should
be independently monitored to ensure no government funding is spent
on activism.

After hearing all of the evidence,
Economy and Infrastructure Committee concluded that there was “no
reason to restrict RSPCA Victoria’s
legitimate campaigning for change
in government policy and law relating to animal cruelty”. “However, it
believes that RSPCA Victoria should
be mindful of the issues raised in the
Comrie review and this inquiry,” the
report stated.

The committee also called for the
RSPCA Victoria to turn its attention
to developing stronger stakeholder
relationships. “Many of the organisations the committee engaged
with believed that a more collegial
approach to prevention of cruelty to
animals would be of great benefit to
the sector,” the report said.

Regarding government funding, the
committee said RSPCA Victoria
was provided funding to operate
its inspectorate and all funds are to
be used for inspectorate purposes
only. The conclusion follows SSAA

SSAA Victoria supports RSPCA
Victoria’s involvement in the prevention of cruelty to domestic animals. In
their presentation to the committee,
David and Caitlin, said they would be
more than happy to meet with RSPCA personnel to discuss hunting,
should they wish to.

Twenty-five to life member

S

SAA Daylesford Spa Pistol
Club’s Belinda Treacy was
last month honoured as a
club life member. Belinda joined
the club 25 years ago as a year 10
student and has been a member
ever since.
The club meets every Saturday at
Trentham East for a social day and
a shoot. “We shoot at paper targets
on a 25m range and I have always
enjoyed it,” Belinda said. “My dad
was always a shooter. One day he
asked me to go out bush with him,
and I loved it. Then I joined the pistol
club and shot with him, and I still
shoot now.”
Belinda said she was very pleased
to be honoured. “It’s a very friendly
club, but I was surprised to be given
life membership,” she said. “I am very
proud of the award, and it’s nice to be
recognised. To be honest, the club is
like a family to me, and I love being
part of that family.”

Belinda Treacy was last month made a life member of SSAA Daylesford Spa Pistol Club.
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Kyneton’s first Ladies Day

S

SAA Kyneton’s new
committee is gearing up
for its first Ladies Day this
Saturday (October 7) at the Cobaw
Rifle Range. The branch is calling
for local women to “skip the coffee
catch up and take the girls to the
range for a shoot”.

Women will have the opportunity to
try rimfire and centrefire rifle, and
shotgun shooting at the event, under
the instruction of qualified Range Officers. “The idea is not to make money but to encourage women who are
interested in the sport to have a go,”
Kyneton Secretary Jeanelle Dol said.

Kyneton Branch is hosting its first Ladies Day this Saturday (October 7).

The committee will embrace its feminine side for the event, by erecting
pink flags along the track to the
range. Kicking-off at 10am, the ladies
will have the opportunity to shoot
until 3pm. A barbecue lunch will also
be served to ticket-holders.

so we want to limit the numbers
this time,” Jeanelle said last month.
“We’re looking at about 30 people at
this stage – mostly wives and friends
of regular members. With a bit of
luck, it will be a full day.”

“It’s our first event as a committee

The committee put the call out,

through the State Office, to all accredited Range Officers requesting their
assistance at the event. People from
across the state put their hand up to
help Kyneton Branch on the day.
For more information, contact
Jeanelle on 0419 701 329.

Newbies flood Hamilton’s rabbit shoot

H

amilton Branch’s
new executive
committee
conducted its first .22LR
Metal Rabbit Shoot in
August.

The forecast leading up to
the shoot was not looking good – 30km to 45km
winds, lots of rain and a top
temperature of 9C. But, to
the committee’s surprise,
more than 20 new participants braved the weather
to join in, alongside their
usual competitors.
The metal rabbits were
set in pairs from 25yds to
125yds. Squads of six shot
four rounds of 10, only to

LEFT: Hamilton
Branch’s Metal Rabbit
Shoot attracted 20 new
participants in August.
BELOW: The range was
visibly wet after a lot of
rain in the lead up to the
shoot.

break the hearts of many

By lunch, the

said good shooters.

barbecue was

Mind you, wind gusts up to
60km/h at the 125yd range
made for some unrealistic
calculations and unwanted
bullet placement.

a very welcome and warming sight to
all shooters seeking refuge
from the elements.
Some of the new shooters
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brought home a
medal for bragging rights.
The winners included
some juniors who ‘out-shot’
their dads.

AROUND THE TRAPS
Got some pictures to share?
If you have taken some recent pictures of yourself or
friends at the ranges, an event or out on a hunt, send
them to the editor for inclusion in our new ‘Around the
Traps’ section. Email
caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au or drop
them into the State Office.

Parks Victoria Yarra Ranges District Ranger Craig Bray (right) presenting
a Kookaburra Award to Australian Deer Association’s Steve Garlick.

The Cobaw Rifle Range is in a beautiful setting, just 90 minutes from
the Melbourne CBD.

Heavy fog blanketed the Cobaw Rifle Range on one mid-July day. The
weather did not deter members, however, with the Kyneton Branch
reporting a good turnout.

SSAA Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jack Wegman (left) at the
Springvale Range with Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party MPs Jeff
Bourman and Daniel Young.

Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews (centre) on a tour of the Springvale
Range in August. The Premier was eager to see what SSAA Victoria had
done with recent grant funding.

SSAA
Victoria
Chief
Executive
Officer Jack
Wegman
practising
his pistol
shooting.

SSAA member Brendan Laird (left) and Shooters, Fishers and Farmers
Party MP Daniel Young having a pistol shoot at the Springvale Range.
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The Springvale Range Officers – Steven, Adele, Henry and Stuart – who The huge novelty ‘target’ cake, made by Jessicakes, was reduced to
worked on the come-and-try evening on August 3.
crumbs by the end of the night.

Sporting Shooters Pistol Club operated the pistol side of the come-andtry night.

Floral arrangements, tablecloths and balloon arches transformed the
Springvale Shooting Range bistro for the purchase celebration.

SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney cutting the cake during the
toast.

SSAA Victoria Board members Andrew Hepner (left) and David
Schereck (right) with Military Rifle Club’s Harvey Bacon, at the purchase
celebration.

The main range was filled with new shooters throughout the night, with
most trying both pistol and rifle shooting.

SSAA Victoria Training and Programs Co-ordinator David Croft (left) at the
purchase celebration with Field Hunters Club President Andrew Yeomans
and Springvale Range Senior Range Officer Ian Grant.
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BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS
DEER STALKERS
CLUB

ARMS & MILITARIA
COLLECTORS CLUB
The AMCC is a club that caters for people
who have an interest in older-type firearms and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group made up of very
keen members who have an extensive
knowledge of most firearms, books and
cartridges.
If you have the same hobbies then you
must belong to a nominated collectors
club to obtain a collector’s licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range
and meet on the first Thursday of each
month at 8pm.
For further details, contact the State Office between 9am and 5pm on 03 8892
2777 or email Robert Lemm at secretary@amccvic.com.au

BENDIGO
BRANCH
Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 minutes west of Bendigo)
General shooting: First and third
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for
members. Undercover benches, target
frames supplied. 25m, 50m, 100m, 200m.
Safety and Family Firearms Education (SAFFE) Program: Second Sunday
of each month from 10am to noon. $8
(ammunition cost). Basic training for beginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.
Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire,
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for
a copy.
Contact: Branch President Vic Alexander, 0438 353 425
Website: ssaabendigo.com.au
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: PO Box 1098			
Bendigo, VIC 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the
third Wednesday of each month and
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is
our suggestion to come along for a few
meetings and see if you like the feel of
the club before you join.
The club arranges talks on hunting and
gear selection at its meets, and each
year there is free hunter training for
members.
For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

EAGLE PARK
RANGE
The Eagle Park Range caters for all disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle.
The main range caters for all rifles, from
air rifles to the largest calibres. The
range is approved to 500m, for all rifle
calibres.
Opening hours:
Friday 9am – 5pm
Saturday 9am – 5pm
Sunday 9am – 5pm
Monday 9am – 5pm
Phone: 03 5283 1575
The range is home to the following
clubs:
•

3rd Military District Shooting Sports
Club

•

Big Game Rifle Club

•

Little River Raiders Single Action

•

Little River Sporting Clays

•

Melbourne Benchrest Club

•

Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club

•

Practical Pistol League of Australia

•

Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette

•

Arms and Militaria Collectors Club

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club

•

Youth Training Scheme

Website: ssaavic.com.au/clubs
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Schedule of events
Benchrest Practice First Saturday
each month
Military Rifle

First Sunday each
month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Practice

Second Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Second Sunday
each month

Big Game Rifle
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday
each month

Muzzle Loaders

Third Saturday
each month

Benchrest
Competition

Third Sunday each
month

Little River Raiders Single Action

Third Sunday each
month

Pistol Silhouette

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Competition

Fourth Sunday
each month

Rifle Competition*

Fourth Sunday
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle,
Metallic Silhouette, 3-positional and
novelty shoots.
Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors
firearm safety and correct shooting techniques. The Eagle Park Youth Training
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of
the month.

FIELD HUNTERS
CLUB
To help foster and develop hunter ethics,
hunter training and opportunity.
To foster the sustainable use of game.
To improve hunting for the future.
The club was set up in the late 1980s
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to
foster camaraderie among their fellow
hunters. The club offers a relaxed,
friendly and casual environment, with
over 250 active members. Come along to
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one of our general meetings to see what
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or a
meal at Bruno’s Café.
General meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of every month except
January at the Springvale SSAA Range,
714-716 Princes Highway from 7.30 pm.
We strive to provide members with both
hunting opportunities and training. There
are plenty of opportunities for members
to get out and hunt. As a bonus, you
meet like-minded hunters and often form
lifelong friendships.
If you are looking for an active hunting
club then look no further.
Member benefits include:
•

Access to the FREE extensive hunting DVD library.

•

The monthly newsletter.

•

Guest speakers from a wide range of
organisations, governing bodies or
training providers, keeping members
informed about what’s happening in
the hunting space.

•

FREE NSW R-Licence testing, normally $20.

•

Organised hunting trips, including:
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck
shooting as pest control on rice
crops during November and December, NSW R-licence hunts, weekly
organised fox drives during the cold
months.

•

On top of this, members have direct
access to the club’s own Feral Animal
Control Program, which has access
to a major area of prime hunting
throughout Victoria, all within two
hours of Springvale.

If you’re thinking of getting into or back
into hunting and want to get onto a variety of different properties on a monthly
or fortnightly basis then we are the club
for you and your friends.
Our own Feral Animal Control Program
hunts provide a platform that offers guidance and training to enhance member
skills and safety in the field. Since we
introduced this platform members have
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77
foxes.
On top of all of this the club has a closed
Facebook group, just for members. This

is a great way for members to chat and
organise hunts among themselves, so
you could soon find that you have too
much hunting available and not enough
time to fit it all in.

smoke and noise to entertain all.

In the past few months the club has delivered the following events to members:

We also have long-range rifle competitions where speed is not as important as
accuracy.

Shooter categories are established to
cater for all age groups, both sexes, and
different skill mixes.

•

Feral Animal Control Program hunts.

•

Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize
of $1500 for any hunting-related
equipment.

These events use single shot, lever- and
pump-action rifles ranging from .22 to
big bore buffalo rifles.

•

Aussie Disposals discount night.

•

Weekly fox drives, held in South
Gippsland.

All matches are run under the rules of
the Single Action Shooting Society.

•

4WD training course

•

Field to Fork game meat tasting
night.

•

NSW R-licence pig and goat hunts.

•

Butchering and techniques.

•

Pistol shooting.

So what are you waiting for, expand
your hunting horizon and come see for
yourself.
Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay
for your membership online.

LITTLE RIVER
RAIDERS

Our shooting stages (scenarios) are
based on the ‘Old West’ – incidents out
of history, our translation of classic Western movies or the old TV series.
Visitors are welcome to come along to
any of our competitions and, if they like,
they may try their hand at Single Action
shooting under instruction.
The only thing you need is a desire to
enjoy yourself and have fun with people
dressed in cowboy gear, using period
firearms or faithful replicas.
For further information please look us
up at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or
contact the Secretary Flossy Devine on
0468 328 602.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle
Park Range, at Little River.

LITTLE RIVER
SPORTING CLAYS

Single Action shooting is a living history
sport which uses the firearms of the
American ‘Old West’.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd,
Little River.

Participants are required to adopt a
persona typical of the era and to dress
accordingly, so a darned good sense of
humour comes in handy for those who
want to join in.

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay
targets using our amazing terrain to provide shooters with a great experience.

Club competitions are held on the third
Sunday of every month. We shoot coach
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols,
lever- and pump-action rifles.
Black powder – cartridge and percussion
pistol – is also a recognised category of
Single Action. Our black powder shooters add to the atmosphere with lots of
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All levels of shooters are welcome, with
many seasoned hands available to provide direction and advice.
We encourage our shooters to join our
club and become involved in setting up
the grounds.
Please give us a call or send an email.
Our competition days are the fourth
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Sunday of each month, with nominations opening at 9.30am and closing at
10.30am.
JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN
JULY

AUG
SEP
OCT

NOV

DEC

8th

NO SHOOT

22nd

100 Target SCA State Selection Shoot-Sporting

12th

75 Target 5 Stand and SSAA
State Qualifer (OPEN TO
ALL )

26th

100 Target Shoot- Sporting

12th

100 Target SCA State Compact Titles

26th

100 Target Shoot- Sporting

9th

100 Target 5 stand SSAA
State Tiltes (OPEN TO ALL)

23rd

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

14th

100 Target - Doubles

28th

100 Target SCA State Selection Shoot-Sporting

11th

NO SHOOT

25th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

9th

75 Target Compact

23rd

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

13th

NO SHOOT

27th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

10th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

24th

75 Target Shoot - Sporting

8th

NO SHOOT

22nd

100 Target SCA State Selection Shoot-Sporting

12th

Vince Panetta 100 Target
Sporting (OPEN TO ALL )

26th

100 Target Shoot- Sporting

17th

80 Target Xmas shoot
-Sporting

All shoots at LRSC are open to all
shooters.
Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828,
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au
Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

MELBOURNE
BENCHREST CLUB
Melbourne Benchrest Club’s (MBC) objective is the development and encouragement of benchrest competition to achieve
extreme accuracy in firearms, ammunition, equipment and shooting methods.

Shooters interested in developing their
accuracy and precision by shooting from
a benchrest are welcome to come and
participate or contact us for further
information.
MBC is a sub-club of SSAA Victoria,
based at the Eagle Park SSAA range. We
hold monthly club shoots starting at 9am
(arrive by 8.15am) on the third Sunday
of each month at Main Range Two. The
range has a roofed firing line with 25
permanent concrete benches.
Buying a custom-built rifle can be a big
commitment, so shooters with “off the
shelf” hunting or tactical rifles are welcome to come with them to one of the
monthly competitions and try benchrest.
If you’re interested in this type of
shooting, feel free to come and join in
or contact us for further information.
The monthly shoots are as much a
friendly, social get-together as they are
competitive.
Benchrest guns are typically purpose-built to suit the individual shooter
and are single-shot centrefire guns, supported by front and rear rests. With this
set up, benchrest guns return to point of
aim and can be fired rapidly, if necessary,
to take advantage of a prevailing wind
condition.
The effect of wind is very noticeable
when trying to shoot small groups, so
wind indicator flags are used to show
the direction and speed of the wind.
Benchrest shooters enjoy experimenting
with reloading and shooting accurate
calibres, such as the light recoiling 6BR
and improved versions of this cartridge
like the 6mm Dasher, BRX and BR Ackley
Improved.
Competition events throughout the year
are 500m Fly, 300yd Mozzie, 200yd Rimfire and 100 and 200yd Centrefire. The
300yd Mozzie is the most popular event
on the MBC calendar and is a scaled
down version of the 500m Fly. The competition involves each competitor firing
five shots at five targets, with scoring
based on both group size and score. This
tests the skills of the shooter in developing an accurate load for their rifle (group
size) and also being able to read the wind
to get their shots in the 10 ring (score).
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The Mozzie is the motif in the centre of
the 10 ring and an extra point is awarded
for each hit on it. Short-range benchrest
– 100 & 200yd group competition – is the
historical basis of benchrest; however,
with advances in equipment, particularly
optics, the longer distances of 300yd and
500m have become increasingly popular
at MBC.
MBC members also participate in 500m
Fly matches held at SSAA interstate
ranges in ACT, NSW and Queensland
throughout the year. The 500m Fly and
200yd Rimfire fly are recognised as
SSAA National disciplines, and these two
events comprise the annual Fly Nationals,
which are held by each State in turn. The
500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire are shot and
scored as described above for the 300yd
Mozzie but with a fly motif replacing the
mozzie.
The annual MBC membership fee is $50.
At each attended shoot there is a $15
range entry fee ($20 for non-MBC members) and a MBC target fee $5 to $10,
depending on the day’s competition.
Contact MBC secretary Nick Aagren,
0408 551 575, nick.aagren@gmail.com,
Facebook Melbourne Benchrest Club.

MILITARY RIFLE
CLUB
We are dedicated to the safe, competitive use of military firearms. Friendly and
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions are
held at the SSAA Little River Range on the
first and second Sundays of the month.
The first Sunday (9am start) of the
month events include the main event,
a 3-positional competition over 100m,
200m and 300m, plus the specialty
event, which includes rapid-fire and is
different each month. A long-range event
at 500m is held three times a year.
The second Sunday (11am start) main
event is the 3P Trainer Competition on
a mini 3P target over 50m, 75m and
100m, using military trainer rifles (.22
and 310 calibers) The MRC State Titles
are held in April at the Dookie Agricultural College. Club rifles are available.
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Other special away events are held in
partnership with several VRA clubs and
other Military Rifle Clubs.
The club’s General Meeting for all
members is held at the SSAA Springvale
Range on the fourth Thursday of the
month at 8pm.
New members, juniors and visitors are
always welcome. Come along and support your club.
Annual membership is $35 for adults
and $12.50 for juniors (12 to 17 years
inclusive)
Website: www.vicmrc.com
Email: milrifle@vicmrc.com

PRACTICAL PISTOL
LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA
Practical Pistol League of Australia (PPLA)
was formed in about 1976/77 because of
the surge in interest in IPSC. The PPLA
was the second IPSC club formed in
Australia and the first in Victoria.
The aim was, and still is, to expand the
interest in the shooting discipline of the
International Practical Shooting Confederation or IPSC. This action pistol sport
epitomizes the safe use of pistols in the
sporting arena.
IPSC, as the name indicates, is an International sport followed by literally thousands of competitors in just about every
nation on the planet. IPSC only uses full
power handguns of .38 or 9mm calibre,
including all their variants.
The PPLA runs monthly competitions on
the third Sunday of each month at Eagle
Park and has built an enviable array of
pistol ranges to ensure that IPSC shooting is shown at its best in Australia.
In fact, the range complex area built by
the PPLA for IPSC is amongst only a few
within Australia that can truly host and
International level IPSC competition.
PPLA has produced some of the finest
IPSC competitors and International
Range Officers within the world of IPSC.
PPLA has its own website and produces
newsletters at various times throughout

the year to keep members informed and
plays a large part in the running of IPSC
at a State, National and International
level with various members holding
positions at these levels. PPLA also has
government accredited testers to examine new members to ensure that they are
properly trained in the safe use and care
of firearms.
The club annual fees are varied and huge
discounts are offered to families who
wish to join, and as we are an IPSC only
club, each member is required to join
IPSC. Prospective members should visit
our web page to see how they can join in
this exciting handgun shooting sport.
The club is a sub-club of the SSAA and
membership of that organisation is
mandatory.
Our ranges are situated at the SSAA Eagle Park Range facility in Little River, an
easy 40 minutes from Melbourne.
PPLA can be contacted either at our
website, www.ppla.org.au or directly to
Bill Campbell on 0412 855 266. Feel free
to visit our range to discuss your interest
on the first Sunday of each month from
around 9.30am.

SPORTING SHOOTERS
PISTOL CLUB
The SSPC is a friendly and social handgun shooting club with over 400 members. It runs primarily from the SSAA
Springvale Range.
Competitions and practices are held on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and
Sundays from noon.
A variety of competitions are shot, including ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire
and classic pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m,
service match, IPSC and metallic silhouette (at Eagle Park range).
Our website contains a full calendar of
competitions and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome. We run
regular Introduction to Handguns cours-
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es which will teach you the basics of
handgun safety and shooting fundamentals as well as provide an introduction
to joining the club. The course consists
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60
minutes on the range firing a variety of
club handguns. The course costs $130
and includes range entry and ammunition. Bookings for the course are taken
online at our website or at the front desk
at Springvale Range. Completing the
introduction course is the first step in
joining our club.
Club fees consist of a $400 joining fee
and thereafter a $200 membership fee
due at the end of April of each year.
Range entry fees are separate and paid
directly to the SSAA, however yearly
range entry passes are available from
our club.
For more information please see our
website at:
Website: www.sspc.org.au
Contact: info@sspc.org.au

SPRINGVALE
PISTOL CLUB
The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:
•

•
•

Affiliation with the peak bodies
in Victoria and Australia for national and international handgun
competitions.
Instruction, coaching and training for
competition-oriented shooters
A home base at the SSAA Springvale
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members,
many of whom actively train for and
shoot competitions at local, state and
interstate events. Shooting is a sport
that does not present a barrier to anyone
who wishes to get involved - neither age,
physical ability nor gender are barriers to
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting.
It does require a high degree of self-discipline, attention to detail and willingness
to learn if you are to progress to high
levels of performance, but it is also a
great pastime for those who have less
time to practice.
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The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has
many facilities for the use of members.
Those who wish to learn the disciplines
of target shooting and how to shoot
them well are welcome to join our growing membership. SPC shoots on Wednesday nights.
Email: secretary@springvalepc.org
Website: www.springvalepc.org

SPRINGVALE
WOMEN’S GROUP
For women who love to combine shooting and socialising.
We meet on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.
We shoot multi-disciplines which may
include 3P, Field Rifle, Practical Rifle,
Sports rifle, Air Rifle, Feral Targets,
Stuff-We-Make-Up-As-We-Go.
No membership fees, just a $5 target fee
payable at each shoot.
Need more information? Email Jenny,
dejen@jeheda.com or Katie Ktgrl0111@
hotmail.com.
If your preference is a phone call, talk to
our Club Coach Bill, 0408 323 060.

SSAA SPRINGVALE
RANGE
The Springvale Shooting Range is open
every day of the week. The facility, which
includes a licensed bar, lounge, and
restaurant, allows patrons to shoot: .22
rifles only at 50m (no magnums); and
has 25-50m pistol ranges and a 10m air
rifle range.
The range hosts a number of competitions throughout the week, as well as catering for corporate and group shooting
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday
parties and community activities.
The 50m, .22 main range is available
to the public and members. Unlicensed
shooters are welcome to come down and
use the facility under the guidance of

experienced range officers/instructors.
Loan firearms are available at the range.

WODONGA
BRANCH

Trading hours:
Monday to Wednesday: 5pm to 9pm
Thursday and Friday: 3pm to 9pm
Saturday: 10am to 6pm
Sunday: 10am to 5pm
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Email: springvale@ssaavic.com.au

VICTORIAN MUZZLE
LOADING CLUB
Want to have some fun?
Relive the excitement of bygone days
by shooting black powder firearms –a
truly engrossing and satisfying sport –
with the Victorian Muzzle Loading Club
(VMLC).
New members and visitors are always
welcome to attend the VMLC monthly
shoots at the SSAA Eagle Park Shooting
Complex, located near Little River, on
the third Saturday of every month. Even
if you don’t own any muzzle loading or
black powder firearms, knowledgeable
and generous VMLC members are always
eager to give you a few shots. In addition, supervision and support is given
to all novice muzzle loading and black
powder shooters.
Competitions are organised for all black
powder firearms, including handguns,
cowboy single-action rifles, black powder
cartridge rifles, shotguns, and cannons.
In November, many members camp at
Eagle Park for the two-day State Championships, where lots of black powder and
lead is expended during the day. At night
everyone relaxes with a free barbecue,
exchanging black powder stories and
generally having a good time.
For additional information, contact the
VMLC President Jim Morraitis on 03
9401 1955 during business hours. Visit
the VMLC website at www.vmlc.com.au;
Facebook at www.facebook.com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub; Twitter search for
vmlc3; or Pinterest search for Victorian
Muzzle Loading Club.
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Standing calendar – rifle range(s)
First Sunday – NO SHOOTING ON
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)
First Saturday
•
1pm - 3pm Training programs and
group bookings
Second Sunday
•
11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest
.22 LR
•
Noon .22 r imfire 100m Fly
Shoot
•
1pm .22 LR rimfire Metallic
Silhouette
Third Saturday
•
1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic
Silhouette
Third Sunday
•
10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any
L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
•
10.15am - noon Handgun Club Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday
•
10.45am 300m Fly Shoot any firearm
•
12.30pm 200m fox shoot
Fifth Sunday
•
10am - 4pm general shooting
Wednesday 10am - noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and general shooting practice is welcome on all
scheduled competition days.
Wodonga Range Fees as at 1st July
2017
Day range pass:
SSAA members
Adult

$10

Pensioner

$5

Junior

Free

Non members
Adult

$20

Pensioner

$15

Junior

Free
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Upon arrival

Other fees:
Target Frame Hire

$5

Targets

$1 each

Competition Fee

$5

Range passes
(SSAA members
only)
Annual range
passes

•

All visitors and members must sign
in on arrival

•

From July 1, 2017 daily range fees
for visitors are $10

•
•

$75
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range
$45
passes (pensioner) Jul 1 to Jun 30
Wodonga range matters
Upon arriving at the range, leave your
firearms securely locked in your vehicle
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who
will be wearing a high visibility vest.
The RO will guide you to sign the range
attendance sheet and take your range
fees.
The RO will instruct you on when you
may bring firearms from a vehicle to
the firing line and when you may take
firearms from the firing line back to a
vehicle.

All visitors to report to duty range
officer(s) after signing in
Please ensure your vehicle is
locked when unattended.

Second Sunday month
•

Third Saturday month
•

10.15am Centrefire/25m

•

1.30pm Metallic Silhouettes – Big
Bore (300m Range)

•

1pm Action Match (Barricades)

Fourth Saturday month
•

10.15am to 12 noon Metallic Silhouettes Field and Rimfire (300m
Range)

•

10.15am Standard Pistol

•

1pm Steel Challenge – Club Level

Upcoming major events
February 23-25, 2018: WHGC is hosting
Victorian IPSC State Titles
Standing calendar
First Saturday month
•

10.30am Bullseye (900 Match)

•

12.30pm Service Pistol

•

1pm Action Match (Practical)

First Sunday month
•

11.30am to 1pm Black-powder/Air
Pistol /25m

Second Saturday month

The use of correct eye and hearing
protection is compulsory for all people
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not
accepted

•

10am Introduction Course (Must
Pre-Book)

•

1pm Centrefire/25m

•

1pm Action Match (Falling Plates)

9.30am IPSC – (Level 1)

Fifth Saturday month
•

10.30am Practice and Novelty
events

Range is open some Wednesdays from
12.30pm to 3pm. Please email the Secretary to verify which Wednesday is open.
See our website for more information:
www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au
Our contact details
Contact us: President Bruce Sweeney,
bcsween@bigpond.com or Secretary
Ruth on secretary@wodongahandgunclub.org.au. Postal address: PO Box 715,
Wodonga Vic 3689.

Our contact details
Contact us: President – Josh Knight jaek1@me.com or Mb 0488 970 293

WODONGA
HANDGUN CLUB
SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club (WHGC)
was formed in 1995 as a sub-club of
SSAA Wodonga V06 rifle range, sharing
the 200m- and 300m-range facilities with
30 members.
In 2001 WHGC moved to its new location
to the west of the SSAA Wodonga V06
ranges. It now has 145 members and is
steadily growing.
The club’s facilities currently cover seven
main disciplines: metallic silhouette, ISSF,
service match, NRA 900 match (bullseye),
action match, steel challenge and IPSC.
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Advanced
winner
Nick
Guida
and his
pointer,
Marley.
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WORKING GUN
DOGS ASSOCIATION

2.

Jamie Stellini – Charley (Lab) – 152
points

3.

Henry Foster – Riley (Pointer) –
151 points

Retrieving trial – August 27

October training day

Freezing wind and icy temperatures
greeted handlers and dogs at Working Gundog Association of Australia’s
(WGAA) August retrieving trial, west of
Bendigo. These conditions made things
difficult for one and all. Would the
throwers work well enough? Would the
dummies blow back to the shore? Would
the dogs hear commands and whistles?
However, the issues were met and overcome by the dogs, at what was probably
the most difficult retrieving trial WGAA
has conducted.

The next monthly training day is Sunday,
October 15. See our blog or website
for directions to the training site, by
Googling ‘wgaa blog’.

Thanks must go to our judges – Wayne
Phelps (Advanced) and Bill Allen (Intermediate) – who used their experience
and knowledge to see this trial through.
The trial managers were Sam Heyes and
Steve Luck.
Thanks must go to them also, for a
well-run event. Helpers on the day did
a magnificent job setting runs, working
equipment and tidying up. A really tough
day, but a good one.

David Heyes and his Labrador, Miss Hurley.

Results
Intermediate stake – 11 entries
1.

Nick Guida – Marley (Pointer) 143
points

2.

Andrew McKenzie - Ace (Lab) 139
points

3.

Phillip Coish – Bella (Lab) 138
points

Advanced Stake – 8 entries
1.

Nick Guida – Marley (Pointer) - 154
points

The club has an extensive range of training equipment, which includes several
electronic throwers, a ‘backing’ dog,
retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and
release traps. Kick off is at 9am with a
BBQ and raffle at midday. Anyone with a
gundog is welcome. Any queries, please
contact our training officer, Kevin Phelps,
on 0407 091 221.
Retrieving trial
The next retrieving trial is scheduled for
October 29. Contact trial manager, Sam
Heyes, for more details on 0418 512 780.
Memberships: Membership fee is $30
and dog registrations are $10.
Facebook: WGAA is on Facebook.
Website: wgaa.com.au
Blog: Google wgaa blog

Your loyalty means the world to us
We would like to extend a very special thank you to our 50-year members. Your ongoing loyalty and support has
contributed to SSAA becoming the largest shooting Association in the country.
JAMES ANDERSON, D. BRITTAN, N. COOK, J. FELDMAN, D. GRAY, P. MACE, R. WALSH

SSAA Victoria would also like to thank the following members, who have been supporting the Association for 25 years.
JORGE AGUILAR, LARRY ALTENDORFF, M. ANGLIM, R. ARDERN, DARREN ARGIRO, G. ARNOLD, F. BAILEY, DAVID BAIRD,
BERNARD BENNETT, C. BERULDSEN, B. BICKFORD, DAVID BRITLAND, T. BROOMBY, V. BROWN, P. BURNS, G. CAMPBELL,
C. CASSAR, JAMES CHRISTESEN, B. COCKAYNE, P. COX, L. CRONIN, A. DEDMAN, ALEXANDER DUKE, WAYNE DUNCOMBE,
R. FLEMING, CHRISTOPHER GEACH, E. HARVEY, G. HAYDON, DALE HENDY, RICHARD HETTIG, PHILLIP HIDDLE, PETER HINCHEY,
L. HORWOOD, RUDOLF IRO, GIOVANNI ISABELLA, L. JELICANIN, MICHAEL JOLLEY, TERENCE KAVANAGH, WENDY KOSENKO,
STEVE KOVACS, J. LEVER, JOSEPH LILBURNE, ANITA MACKIEWICZ, N. MAHOMED, M. MATHEWS, JEFF MCFADYEN, I. MIKOLIC,
RICHARD MUNRO, W. NANKERVIS, SANTO NAPOLI, C. NEWMAN, G. NOTTLE, S. OSTOJIC, J. PAIN, D. PANNAN, B. PIKE,
G. POULOS, COLLEEN REDDIN, E. RIDD, P. ROEFS, H. ROGERS, LAURIE RYAN, FRIEDRICH SCHRANK, DARREN SHEPHERD,
FRANK SHERWELL, D. SHUREY, RODNEY SMART, P. SMITH, BILL SOTIROPOULOS, BARRIE STEWART, WAYNE STOCK, JOHN
SUARDI, FRANKO TILLI, V. TSOMBANOPOULOS, ADRIAN VAN HAEREN, RAMO VIKIC, K. WAINWRIGHT, KIM WILLIAMSON,
J. WILLIAMSON, KIM WOOD.
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Hunting’s future
depends on you
Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.
As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect animals

Respect the hunt

• Only take what you can use

• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Lead by example

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)
with you
• Bury or remove animal remains

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them
• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Keep campfires safe

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Leave your campsite clean

• Only enter private property with permission

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect the laws

Respect other hunters
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping
in the same area as other people
• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field
• Share your knowledge and skills with others

• Take time to know the laws and act within them
at all times
• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting
• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au
Proudly supported by:
Australian

Deer
Association

RAYTRADE PTY LTD

