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THIS month I wish to bring to 
your attention some points 
regarding the review of the 

National Firearms Agreement, 
currently under way. Though the 
Agreement is administered by the 
Commonwealth, it takes its direction 
from recommendations by the States 
and Territories.

A recent meeting between the Com-
monwealth Minister for Justice, Michael 
Keenan, and various interested trade 
and sporting bodies, including the 
SSAA, reinforced the position that the 
Commonwealth will be guided by the 
States in the current review.

It means that each State will have to 
redouble its efforts to speak with the 
appropriate Ministers and Department 
chiefs regarding their views.

The review will have the most import-
ant influence on the shooting sports for 
many years to come and will require our 
fullest and best efforts.

On another subject, further in this issue, 
you will find an article by our new Media 
and Communications Manager, Caitlin 
Pearson. Caitlin has settled in quickly at 
our State Office and has already begun 
to revamp our website and social media 
channels.

She also has many ideas on how to 
improve communications with our mem-
bers and other stakeholders.

DENIS MORONEY
SSAA (Vic) President
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The SSAA (Vic) Annual 
General Meeting was held 
at the Springvale Range on 

Sunday, September 20, providing 
an opportunity for members 
to recognise the Association’s 
achievements over the past year. 

President Denis Moroney said one 
of the year’s highlights was resolving 
the Springvale Range lease issue. A 
21-year lease has now been signed 
and an agreement has been struck 
by which SSAA (Vic) will purchase 
the land before the lease expires. 
Other highlights which Denis dis-
cussed included resolving Occupa-
tional Health and Safety issues at the 
ranges and compliance issues at the 
State Office and ranges, upgrades 
to the IT system and reviewing the 
financial process to ensure SSAA 
(Vic) was in a better financial position 
moving forward. 

Denis also announced that David 
Zielinkski and Colin Wood were 
elected to the board, while Andrew 
Hepner and Lance Eastwood were 

re-elected for another term. David 
Zielinski comes to the Board with 
a focus on protecting the rights of 
shooters via solid advocacy, increas-
ing the representation of hunters 
and hunting issues on the Board 
and addressing key areas of risk for 
SSAA (Vic) IT systems and disaster 
recovery. Colin Wood retired from his 
position as Hunting and Conserva-
tion Manager of SSAA (Vic) in Jan-
uary this year. He is president of the 
Shooting Sports Council of Victoria, 
has been instrumental in obtaining 
Government grants for SSAA (Vic), 
and has a long history of involvement 
in the Conservation Pest Manage-
ment program. Denis also acknowl-

edged the service given by outgoing 
Director, Dave Schereck.

Along with announcing the results of 
the Ballot, the AGM presented an op-
portunity for members to meet SSAA 
(Vic)’s new Marketing and Commu-
nications Manager, Caitlin Pearson. 
She spoke about her plans moving 
forward and the Association’s new 
focus on social media – Twitter, Face-
book and YouTube. Its success will 
depend on content from branches, 
sub-clubs and members. She also 
discussed her plans for a revamped 
SSAA (Vic) website and new-look 
The Victorian Shooter, along with 
more regular and engaging e-news-
letters for members.

The AGM also provided the oppor-
tunity for members to ask questions 
of the Board and the Chief Execu-
tive Officer. A handful of members 
asked questions about upgrades to 
the ranges and their running costs, 
employment costs and budgets for 
this financial year. Responses to any 
questions unable to be answered 
at the AGM will be available on the 
SSAA (Vic) website this month. 

ABOVE: The Springvale 
Range hall filling with 
members ahead of the AGM. 
LEFT: SSAA (Vic) Secretary 
Ross Farmer, Senior Vice 
President Greg Moon, 
President Denis Moroney and 
CEO Jack Wegman. BELOW: 
Shooters and Fishers Party 
member and Eastern Victoria 
MP Jeff Bourman (second 
from left) with Greg Moon, 
Ross Farmer, board member 
Philip Brown, Jack Wegman 
and Denis Moroney.

New board members 
announced at AGM
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Sporting Shooters Association 
of Australia Victoria 

2015 SSAA Victoria State Junior Rimfire Field 
Rifle Competition   

    
Sunday 8th November 2015, commencing at 10:00 a.m. at the 

 Springvale Range, 710 Dandenong Road, Springvale. 
 

All SSAA juniors (12 years old to under 18 years old) are encouraged to participate, all 
branches, all States. Participants of the Youth Training Scheme that are between the 
ages of 18 years old and under 25 years old are encouraged to compete in a separate 

division but are not eligible for Junior Awards. 
 

Equipment control must be performed before the event commences. The Springvale Range will be open for 
Practice & Equipment Control on Saturday 7th November from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. & on Sunday 8th November 

from 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
 

Entry Fee $15.00 per shooter, includes a participation match patch.  
 

Awards will be presented to the following classes: 
1. Victorian State Junior Champion award for Victorian Shooters (12 to under 18 

years old) with the highest overall score. A perpetual shield is displayed at the 
Springvale Range. A miniature is awarded to the Victorian State Champion. 

Miniature supplied by Willy J Shaw 
 

2. Victorian Junior Non-Metro Shooter award for the highest score for Victorian 
participant under the age of 18 years old from a branch other than Springvale or Eagle 

Park.  
Prize donated by Melbourne Sporting Rifle Club 

  
3. Victorian Junior Most Improved award for participant that has shown the most 

improvement from 2014 to 2015 events. 
Prize donated by Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme 

 

4. Field Rifle Classes 
a. 18 - under 25 years awards for 1st, 2nd & 3rd placings. 
b. 15 - under 18 years awards for 1st, 2nd & 3rd placings. 
c. 12 - under 15 years awards for 1st, 2nd & 3rd placings. 

 

5. Resting Prone. If you are a member of Youth Training Scheme but not experienced 
in shooting Offhand or Rapid Fire, you may enter this class. (Eligibility may be at the Organiser’s 
discretion). 

a. 15 - under 18 years awards for 1st, 2nd & 3rd placings. 
b. 12 - under 15 years awards for 1st, 2nd & 3rd placings. 

 

For further information or entry forms please contact either: 
 Sam Woolnough at samwoolnough@hotmail.com or 0424 923 365   

*Food and drinks will be available at the Springvale Range. 
*Rules are per current SSAA Field Rifle and Scoped Three Position Rifle Official National Rules.  Any modification of rules will be notified on 

the day. 
*Entry fee is non refundable, only people who participate on the day are eligible to receive participation match patch 

mailto:samwoolnough@hotmail.com


Organising a unique and 
memorable group outing 
can be hard work, but 

SSAA (Vic) is taking the stress out 
of event planning with its group 
packages. Whether you’ve been 
put in charge of planning the 
ultimate hens night or bucks party, 
a team building event for work or 
an activity for your Scouts club, 
we’ve got you covered.

The Springvale Range on Princess 
Highway caters to large group book-
ings of eight to 20 people, and small-
er groups down to three people. The 
group packages are all about having 
fun while being safe – an important 
factor particularly if a wedding date is 
looming. 

The packages are designed to cater 
for all types of shooters, from the 
unlicensed to the experienced, so 
first timers are welcome to come 
along. A full induction to the range 
and instructions on the safe use and 
handling of firearms are included.  
The most popular aspect of these 
group bookings is the exclusivity, 
with all groups having private access 
to their own range, their own range 
officer and instructor. 

Designed specifically to suit birthday 
parties, community groups and friend/
family occasions, is the Group Rifle 
Shoot. On top of access to a private 
range, range officer and instructor, the 
group participants each get the loan 
of a .22LR rifle, 50 rounds of ammu-
nition per person, eye and ear protec-
tion and targets, for $60 per person.

The handgun packages are the most 
popular with corporate groups and 
allow participants the use a variety 
of handguns from a .22 through to a 
.45 Colt. Included in the packages 
are the private range access, range 
officer and instructor, eye and ear 
protection, and the use of the fire-
arms and ammunition. Prices range 
from $130-$150 per person.

Those looking for an unforgetta-
ble bucks party or hens night treat 
should try the The Big Bang pack-
age. This package allows group 
members to use six firearms, starting 
at a 9mm and working up to a Desert 
Eagle and Thompson Contender. 
Designed for the small groups, The 
Big Bang costs $230 per person and 
includes private range access, range 
officers, a safety instruction course, 

targets, eye and ear protection and 
ammunition.

Food and beverage deals can be 
added to each package, and the club 
bistro and bar will be open during 
business hours at normal prices.  

Group bookings are essential. For 
full details of each package contact 
Assistant Range Manager Raymond 
Tan at springvale@ssaavic.com.au 
or by calling 0415 924 445. These 
bookings can be made outside of 
normal business hours.

For those group members who want 
to continue the fun, Springvale range 
officers can provide information 
on obtaining firearms licences and 
accessing SSAA (Vic) clubs, which 
hold regular competitions. 

Have a party to remember
Five times the fun at Eagle Park

Got a shotgun and 
 want to use it  
every weekend? 

The Eagle Park five-stand 
could be just what you’re  
looking for. The five-stand  
allows users to experience 
clay target shooting with  
birds thrown in five different directions.

The five-stand operates once each weekend, but due to growing demand is 
planned to be open both Saturdays and Sundays by mid-October. A range 
officer operates the clay throwers during the designated opening hours and 
clays can be purchased from the Eagle Park office at $10 for 25 clays.

For more information on operating hours, contact Eagle Park Range: (03) 
5283 1575.
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Cudgewa deer 
information session

I was recently invited 
to a deer information 
session held at 

Cudgewa, hosted by 
Upper Murray Landcare. 
The day consisted of 
guest speakers from 
the Game Management 
Authority (GMA), Parks 
Victoria, Upper Murray 
Landcare, Australian Deer 
Association (ADA), NSW 
Parks and Wildlife and 
Victoria Police. 

Various land owners and 
stakeholders attended 
the meeting to share their 
concerns about deer 
management in the Upper 
Murray. Topics covered 
were, current deer manage-
ment (Parks Victoria), rules 
and responsibilities (GMA), 
succession planning for the 
future of deer management 

(Parks Victoria), methods 
of control in National Parks 
(NSW only), hunter edu-
cation (ADA) and illegal 
hunting (Victoria Police).

There were some very inter-
esting discussions, but the 
one that caused the most 
concern among the land 
owners was illegal hunting. 
It has come to our attention 
that more and more individ-
uals are breaking the law. 
Police and GMA are doing 
their best to combat this is-
sue through random vehicle 
checks and blitzes in some 
of our State Forests and 
National Parks but it is up to 
us (the public) to report any 
illegal activity. 

Victoria Police made it very 
clear that they would not 
tolerate illegal hunting and  
people breaking the law 
would be dealt with the full 
force of the law. If you see 
any illegal activities please

 contact the Police immedi-
ately with accurate informa-
tion. This includes a vehicle 
description, a description 
of individual/s,  regstration 
plate, or whether they were 
spotlighting, trespassing.

We also need to do our bit in 
the bush as deer hunters to 
protect this valuable re-
source that we are so readily 
able to hunt on public land. 
Respect the game and its 
environment, use the meat 
and harvest responsibly. If 
we do this now we will see 
this asset stay as a game 
species well into the future. 

RHYS COOTE
SSAA (Vic) CPM Manager
rhys.coote@ssaavic.com.au

HUNTING AND CONSERVATION

CPM training and 
accreditation

Nothing has changed since 
my last report regarding the 
accreditation course. The 
membership will be notified 
in due course through the 
website, Facebook and The 
Victorian Shooter.
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SSAA National met with 
senior federal Attorney-
General’s officials earlier 

this week in Canberra, who 
reassured us that Justice Minister 
Michael Keenan has called for 
meaningful and direct consultation 
regarding the technical review of 
the National Firearms Agreement 
(NFA).

The Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment said it would practise evi-
dence-based policy and committed 
itself to open and transparent consul-
tation with key stakeholders, includ-
ing the firearms industry and recre-
ational user groups such as SSAA. 
Another meeting is being held today 
in Brisbane, with a further meeting 
planned in the near future.

In the meeting, SSAA National 
President Geoff Jones and CEO Tim 
Bannister stressed the need for the 
SSAA to be involved on the ground 
regarding any changes or adjust-
ments to the NFA, as these have 
the potential to directly affect our 
members.

We encouraged the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s Department to meet with 
likeminded associations and the 
industry, and reminded the team 
that the SSAA had a long history 
in positively advising and working 

with the government through pre-
vious Firearms Advisory Councils. 
We also reminded the team that the 
SSAA represented the Australian 
Government at the United Nations 
Small Arms and Light Weapons 
meetings, along with other similar 
meetings and treaties.

While we questioned the temporary 
ban of the Adler A110 lever-action 
shotgun based on potential terror-
ism concerns, we were pleased to 
hear that the Minister stressed it was 
strictly a temporary ban until the full 
review was complete. We under-
stand that the Minister is putting this 
in writing in a reply to our open letter, 
where we expressed our shock and 
serious disappointment at the tempo-

rary ban without talking to ourselves 
or Nioa, the importer.

We further explained the benefits 
of the Adler in relation to pest con-
trol and shooting competitions, and 
reminded the Attorney-General’s 
Department that lever-action technol-
ogy has been in use for more than 
100 years.

The SSAA will continue our work 
in ensuring that the liberties of the 
800,000 licensed firearm owners 
across Australia are not further 
infringed upon, and we will keep our 
members informed regarding any 
developments as they come to hand.

CONTINUED PAGE 8

The Lindt Cafe siege in Sydney’s CBD, the Adler lever-action seven-shot shotgun, the Senate 
inquiry into gun-related violence in the community and the review of the National Firearms 
Agreement have all combined to create the perfect storm that has placed firearms front and 
centre in the national narrative. The following press releases give an indication of just how 

seriously the SSAA is taking this issue. Keep up to date and view the submission SSAA (Vic) 
developed in consultation with key industry bodies by checking the SSAA (Vic) website.

SSAA political action

Face-to-face with Attorney-General’s office 

SSAA joins National Firearms 
Agreement reference group

The SSAA will have a place 
on the industry reference 
group advising the National 

Firearms Agreement Technical 
Review.

The Federal Government today an-
nounced the full list of associations 
to be included in the group, which 
will provide a voice for firearms 
licence-holders.

Also in the reference group will 

be the National Firearms Dealers 

Association, Field and Game Aus-

tralia, Shooting Australia, Shooting 

Industry Foundation Australia, Fire-

arms Safety Council (Victoria) and 

an independent technical expert. 

SSAA (Vic) will continue to work 

closely with its National counterpart 

on this issue.

August 7, 2015
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Media reports overnight 
using a victim of the Port 
Arthur murders as a poster 

child for further firearms restrictions 
are short-sighted and manipulative.

The Federal Government last week 
announced it would lift a ban on 
imports of the Adler A110 lever-action 
shotgun next year.

A report on ABC last night and subse-
quent reports portray Carolyn Lough-
ton – who lost her daughter and was 
injured in the Port Arthur murders – 
calling for a permanent ban on the Ad-
ler, and further firearms restrictions.

“Carolyn’s story is tragic; she is griev-
ing the loss of her daughter; she is 
hurting and she is understandably 
angry, but the media has used her 
emotive story for the wrong reason 
– to gain readers,” said SSAA (Vic) 
chief executive officer Jack Wegman.

“We must remember that Carolyn’s 
daughter died in atrocious circum-
stances at the hands of Martin Bryant 
– a man with a long-standing mental 
disorder, a history of violence and 
the IQ of an 11-year-old – who was 
hell-bent on killing. This man would 
never have been able to legally own 
any firearm under current Australian 
law. Martin Bryant illegally obtained 
his firearms without a licence.

“Banning the Adler shotgun or further 
restricting licences for law-abiding 
firearms owners will not undo what 
that deranged criminal did to Caro-
lyn and his many other traumatised 
victims.”

Victoria Police are the only people 
who can determine who legally owns 
a firearm and we trust them to contin-
ue to do their job well.

“Before being granted a firearms 
licence, a person must prove to 
Victoria Police they are fit and proper 
and have a legitimate reason to own 

a firearm,” Mr Wegman said. “That 
person must undergo safety training, 
testing and prove they can safely 
store a firearm before they will be 
considered for a licence.”

Classification of firearms should 
reflect this fact and licensed users 
with registered firearms should not 
be unfairly penalised. 

“Lever-action firearms are not the 
weapon of choice criminals; they are 
used by sporting shooters competing 
in competitions and by farmers in 
pest eradication,” Mr Wegman said.

The membership of the SSAA (Vic) 
comprises 34,000 responsible shoot-
ers who use their firearms safely and 
ethically.

SSAA (Vic) is calling for all of its 
members to write to their local mem-
bers and the Prime Minister, urging 
for a common sense approach to this 
issue.

Grieving mother used by scaremongering media
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

August 21, 2015

We’re getting social
Looking for a customer? Need to get 
your name or product out there? Re-
member, the SSAA (Vic) has 34,000 
members. Why not place an advertise-
ment in The Victorian Shooter and sup-
port the organisation that helps keep 
you shooting?

Firearm advertisements require the 
licence number of the vendor and the 
serial number of the firearm.

Private classified ads from members 
are published free of charge. 

For business advertising contact the 
State Office on (03) 8892 2777.

GOT SOMETHING 
YOU WANT TO SELL?

8      SSAAVIC.COM.AU

SSAA (Vic) is serious about connecting with you. Follow SSAA 
Victoria on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube today to keep in 
touch. 

Taken some hunting pictures? Got some pictures of you and 
your friends at the range? Taken a video of a club shoot? What 
about an upcoming event?

These are great reasons to connect with us on social media. 
Let’s share the good news! Tag ssaa_victoria on Twitter, SSAA 
Victoria on Facebook, or email caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au



In the past month I have delivered 
four trial courses to existing 
Range Officers at Springvale 

and Eagle Park and also had ROs 
attend from the East Gippsland and 
Bendigo branches. 

The trials were very successful and 

have enabled me to tweak some 

of the course documentation and 

delivery processes.  I am now drafting 

a course training resource manual 

which will provide RO applicants with 

the information they need to complete 

the pre-course assignment.  The 

assignment focusses on basic knowl-

edge of range design and construc-
tion, range rules and range approvals. 

I have one more trial to deliver for 
the benefit of key range personnel at 
Shepparton, Bendigo, and Wodonga.   

I am happy to take enquiries relat-
ing to the revised RO training and 
accreditation course.

The SSAA (Vic) Board has 
adopted a new policy on 
the wearing of ear and eye 

protection on SSAA (Vic) ranges.

The policy is as follows:

The wearing of ear protection is 
mandatory on all SSAA (Vic) ranges 
except airgun ranges.

It is recommended that shooters 
wear eye protection that meets 
Australian Minimum Standard (medi-
um impact) rating on all rimfire and 
centrefire ranges.

It is compulsory for eye protection 
that meets Australian minimum stan-
dards (medium impact) rating to be 
worn for all junior shooting activities 
on all SSAA (Vic) ranges. 

SSAA (Vic) will educate shooters on 
the benefit, in context of the risk 
of not wearing eye protection, and 
actively campaign and promote their 
use.

SSAA (Vic) will make eye protection 
available for use and for sale at its 
ranges. Range controlling authorities 
will now need to implement the new 
policy and amend their range rules 
accordingly. 

For further information regarding this 
policy contact the State Office on 
(03) 8892 2777.

Ear and eye protection on SSAA (Vic) ranges

Range Officer training update trialled

MIKE SPRAY
SSAA (Vic) Operations Manager
mike.spray@ssaavic.com.au

Successful trial courses have been held over the past month for existing Range Officers at Springvale and Eagle Park, like Rob Loricco (left) and 
Dave Tucker.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU 9



The better a shotgun’s fit, 
the easier it is to shoot 
accurately. Yet the same 

shotgun can fit one person 
well and another badly. So, in 
practice, “good fit” means the 
stock’s dimensions are right for an 
individual shooter. It’s a personal 
matter.

Lots can be learned from do-it-your-
self tests. However, there are two 
provisos:

• If we haven’t mastered the basics 
of stance, mounting and hold, we 
can’t assess a gun’s fit.

• We can’t avoid using some 
technical terms, for they speed 
up and simplify the process 
enormously.

For example, “Needs more cast-off 
and a bit of toe-out” carries a lot of 
useful information in just eight words 
— but only if we know what cast-off 
and toe-out look like. We explained 
the five necessary terms in The Vic-
torian Shooter’s August 2014 edition, 
available on the SSAA (Vic) website.

Now find a mirror large enough to 
capture the whole of your head and 
chest. Address the mirror and quickly 
mount the unloaded gun, pointing it 
directly at the image of your master 
eye (for nearly all right-handed shoot-
ers, the right eye). Then freeze and 
study the reflection.

The muzzle should seem to point 
straight at you, with the rib or barrel 
top barely visible in the mirror. There 
should be no canting (ie. tilting of the 

gun) to either side. Most importantly, 
your eye must be directly over the 
centreline, not off to one side.

Also note the height of your eye 
above the rib or barrel top. The 
precise distance will depend on your 
individual style and the type of shoot-
ing. However, for the purposes of this 
test, the centre of the pupil should be 
roughly 6mm (a quarter inch) above 
the rib for field and sporting clays, 
and a bit more for DTL trap. Any 
gross variation from this suggests the 
stock’s drop is not right for you.

For the second test, keep your 
stance and again point the gun at 
your reflection. Then close both eyes 
and dry fire — preferably employing 
a snap cap or spent cartridge case. 
As soon as you’ve pulled the trigger, 
freeze. Then open your eyes and 
note where the gun is pointing. If it 
has drifted away from the original 
mark, its fit is suspect in some way. 

Before you blame the shotgun’s fit, 
however, repeat the procedure. Keep 
at it until you are certain that you are 
not flinching, yanking the trigger or 
dropping your leading hand.

Now we are ready to see what 
pattern testing can tell us about a 
shotgun’s fit.

For the uninitiated: a shot pattern is 
the distribution of pellets at any given 
range, best revealed by the pellet 
strikes on a large, flat target (usual-
ly a steel pattern plate or a pattern 
sheet) about 1.2sq m.

The distance should be the average 

range at which clay targets or game 
are normally shot, unless it’s hard to 
get a “readable” pattern at that range. 
Fortunately, 20m is okay — provided 
we remember that the pattern cen-
tres will be a little bit higher than they 
would at 35m.

First, make an easily seen mark 
in the centre of the plate or sheet. 
Keeping your eye on this mark, 
mount and shoot quickly, trying to 
centre the mark in the shot pattern. 
Spontaneous pointing is essential; 
avoid the temptation to aim with the 
barrel.

Patterns from twin barrels may not 
coincide, but this says nothing about 
the gun’s fit. The cause lies in the 
way the barrels have been mated by 
the maker. So use the first barrel only.

Carefully note the position of each 
pattern’s centre, relative to the mark. 
Look for a consistent error — that is, 
a definite tendency to shoot low and 
to the right, high and to the left, or 
whatever.

Because one or two shots are not 
enough to reveal a trend, test at least 
five rounds. 

Having identified the consistent 
error, we can use eight guidelines, 
as numbered over the page. In our 
two diagrams, the coloured circles 
represent pattern centres, while the 
numbers refer to these guidelines. 
The gray blobs represent the mark 
in the centre of the pattern sheet or 
plate.

CONTINUED PAGE 11 

Accurate shooting is dependent on many factors, including the shotgun’s fit. 
This month we look at ways to test a shotgun’s fit yourself and how to make 

necessary changes to improve accuracy. 

ROSS WILLIAMS
Victorian Shooter contributer

Does your shotgun fit you?
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 

1. High but in line —Cast is OK; 
increase the drop. 

2. Low but in line — Cast is OK; 
reduce the drop.

3. Correct height but off to the right 
—Drop is OK; reduce the cast-off.

4. Correct height but off to the left — 
Drop is OK; increase the cast-off. 

5. High and to the left— Increase 
both drop and cast-off.

6. High and to the right— Increase 
the drop and reduce the cast-off.

7. Low and to the right — Reduce 
both drop and cast-off.

8. Low and to the left — Reduce the 
drop and increase the cast-off.

All refer to right-handed shooters and 
assume the length of pull is correct. 
The wrong length of pull (see August 
2014 article) can cause us to shoot 
away from the mark, too. If you are 

left-handed, the guidelines will work 
if you change “right” to “left” and “left” 
to “right”. Also note that, for left-
handers only, cast-off means a bend 
to the left in the buttstock, instead of 
a bend to the right.

© COPYRIGHT R. WILLIAMS, SEPTEMBER 
2015

A SSAA (Vic)-funded program 
has seen about 100 young 
students in the Shepparton 

area have a go at target shooting. 
Greater Shepparton Youth 
Resource Officer Senior Constable 
Dean Lloyd secured $500 funding 
from SSAA (Vic) last year, along 
with support from the Shepparton 
SSAA branch, so students could 
participate in the program for little 
cost.

Students from Shepparton Ace Col-

lege and Academy of Sport Health 
and Education students have been 
among those involved in the program 
getting an introduction to shooting, 
safety around firearms and the use of 
a .22 rifle.

“We have had about 50 students 
from an adult learning centre through 
the local SSAA for .22 rifle shoots 
and one group had an opportunity to 
do a shotgun round with clay tar-
gets,” Senior Constable Lloyd said. 
“The SSAA Shepparton members 
have been very supportive of all the 

groups I have brought to them and 

have always chipped in to ensure the 

young people have the best experi-

ence possible.”

Towards the end of last year Se-

nior Constable Lloyd organised a 

shoot day and 55 people from as far 

away as Rushworth and Yea came 

along. SSAA Shepparton funded 

three memberships for winners of 

the shoots. Following the success of 

that inaugural event he plans to host 

another one next      year.

Student program 
right on target

Fifty-five students from as far away as Rushworth and Yea came to a shoot day that Greater Shepparton Youth Resource Officer Senior 
Constable Dean Lloyd organised late last year.
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A Sporting Shooters 
Association of Australia 
(Vic) member is appealing 

to fellow hunters to listen out for 
any information on the culprits 
who illegally shot his pet stag 
at Myrtleford recently. Manfred 
Wagner, a hunter himself, was 
devastated to find his 10-year-old 
Red Deer, Karl, dead with his head 
cut off on August 1. 

“He was big and majestic, but also 
gentle – he’d eat out of your hand,” he 
said. “You could feed him, you could 
pat him. I had my grandson sitting on 
his back. He was hand reared and 
in a fenced paddock. It would have 
been like shooting an animal at the 
zoo – that’s not a challenge.”

Karl, which was part of a herd of 
20 deer at the property, was killed 
sometime between Monday, July 27 
and Saturday, August 1, while Man-

fred and his wife were on holiday. 
He believes whoever killed his stag 
knew it was a pet and was after a 
trophy – his antlers. Karl was 2.4m tall 
and his antlers weighed up to seven 
kilograms, making him “probably one 
of the biggest in Australia”.

“I hunt myself – deer included – but 
to shoot a magnificent and gentle 
animal in a paddock 200m from the 
house, only to cut its head off, is 
beyond the belief of any true hunt-
er,” he said. “It’s not the way to do 
things. A proper hunter would never 
go on to private property and shoot a 

pet – there’s no thrill in that. The act 
has infuriated many people including 
hunters in the community and right 
around the country.”

One of the police officers investigat-
ing the incident, Leading Senior Con-
stable Bernard Murphy, condemned 
the actions of those responsible. 
“There’s that many deer around, the 
need to do something like this defies 
logic,” he told The Sydney Morning 
Herald. “There’s plenty of places to 
hunt deer if they’re legitimate people.”

CONTINED PAGE 13

CAITLIN PEARSON
SSAA (Vic) Marketing and 

Communications Manager

TOP: Manfred Wagner was left devastated 
when he found his pet deer, Karl, dead and 
beheaded on his property in August. LEFT: Mr 
Wagner arrived home from a holiday to find 
Karl’s headless body just metres from his home. 
ABOVE: The culprits left behind a scalpul.

Hunters called in to help 
deer owner
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

“They would know full well what they 
were doing, they were going into 
someone’s property and it’s obvious 
they were going after the trophy.”

After searching for answers for sev-
eral weeks, Manfred is still without 
information on who killed his be-
loved pet, so he has issued a $2000 
reward for any information leading 
to an arrest. He believes the people 
who shot Karl will try and sell the 
antlers or head, or brag about the 
size of the creature to someone, so 
he’s asking all members to keep their 
eyes and ears open. “If the public-
ity can help catch these criminals, 
it may just stop some other low life 
from committing the same act in the 
future,” he said.

It’s a timely reminder to all hunters to 
promote ethical hunting in Victoria. 
By respecting the animal, the envi-
ronment, other hunters, non-hunt-
ers, the hunt, and the laws, we can 
improve the perception of hunting in 
the wider communicty and ensure it 
has a future.

The most relevant component of 
ethical hunting, in this case, is fair 
chase. This requires hunters to allow 
an animal a reasonable chance to es-
cape and to ensure the animal is not 
unduly harassed. Also, game spe-
cies in season and pest animals can 
be hunted on private land, but only 
with permission of the landowner or 
manager. Anyone caught hunting in a 

prohibited area could lose their fire-
arms licence and have their firearms 
or vehicle confiscated. 

Anyone with information on the Myr-
tleford deer’s death should call Crime 
Stoppers on 1300 333 000.

Watch a video of Karl on the farm pri-
or to his death by visiting the SSAA 
(Vic) website (ssaavictoria.com.au).

Ten-year-old Red Deer, Karl, which was killed in recent weeks, was hand-raised and so tame Mr 
Wagner’s grandhcildren could ride him around the Myrtleford farm.

Exhibiting at the SSAA SHOT Expo 
in Melbourne in May has paid off for 
the Little River Raiders Single Action 

Shooting Club. The club, which operates 
at Eagle Park Range, had 55 new shooters 
at its annual come and try day on Sunday, 
August 30 - an increase of up to 45 people 
on previous years.

Club captain Bob Cooper said the influx 
of new shooters came down to a two-day 
exhibit the club held at the SHOT Expo on 
the weekend of May 23 and 24. “We set up a 
stall with at least four members in costume at 
all times,” he said. “We got approval to wear 
handguns - we had to remove the cylinder 
and used cable ties to secure them. We also 
mounted nine rifles and shotguns to the wall 
so people could see them; we had television 

running the whole time showing what goes 
on at Little River Raiders and we handed out 
brochures to people.”

CONTINUED PAGE 14 

Going on show pays off 

ABOVE: More than 50 
new shooters went to the 
Little River Raiders come 

and try day, after learning 
about it at the Melbourne 

SSAA SHOT Expo.
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CONTINUED FROM 13

Attracting attention was easy for the 
Little River Raiders, who dress is 
full Western attire for their monthly 
shoots and competitions. Walking 
around the Expo in costume, handing 
out brochures and encouraging peo-
ple at the stall to leave their contact 
details, left the club with a list of 75 
people interested in attending the 
come and try day. After the Expo, the 
club members sent text messages 
to everyone on the list and emails 
with details about the come and try 
day. Normally, 10 or 12 people come 
to the annual event, so the club was 
surprised to see 55 people register-
ing on the day.

The Single Action Shooting discipline 
was formed in 1981 by Roy Bean, 
who enjoyed watching Western mov-
ies but wanted to make his own fun 
using period firearms, costumes and 
scenarios. “Basically we are a living 
history or re-enactment group and 
this is important as the firearms we 
use - in particular above .38 calibre 

ABOVE: Little River 
Raiders promoted its 
come and try day at 
the SSAA SHOT Expo 
in May. LEFT: Pistol 
Pete walks Joseph 
Pearson through the 
course.
BELOW LEFT: 
Grizzly Grumps 
times while Trixy Bell 
demonstrates the 
above .38 calibres. 
BELOW RIGHT: 
Tiresome shows one 
of the visitors how 
to load the black 
powder into the 
lever-action.

  

handguns - are  
approved because of 

who we are,”  
said SSAA  

(Vic)   
 

President  
and Little  

River  
Raiders 

member Denis Moroney. “Aliases 
and costumes are part and parcel of 
the culture of Single Action.”

During the come and try day, visitors 
were invited to don their best West-
ern attire, watch demonstrations 
of the various categories of Single 
Action competition, learn about the 
safety aspects of shooting and have 
a go with a revolver, rifle and shot-
gun. “It’s all about having fun but 
being safe at the same time,” said 
Denis.

After the event, the club received 
some very positive feedback from 
happy attendee Rob Burton. “Just 
a quick email to express my thanks 
for today,” he wrote. “I can hon-
estly say I have never enjoyed a 
day shooting more. Today was my 
first time with Single Action and 
lever-actions other than .22 and 
I’m pretty much hooked! But it was 

more than just the shooting; how 
friendly and welcoming and enthu-
siastic you all were, really made the 
day even more enjoyable.”

The fun of the day has inspired some 
12 to 15 people to become Single Ac-
tion shooters, many of whom will go 
to Eagle Park, while some will go to 
Fort Bridger and others to Oakleigh.
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Few names are more revered in the world of fine firearms than WW Greener. In addition to being 
a firearms manufacturer Greener was also an author of books on the subject of firearms and 

hunting. One of these books, The Gun and its Development with Notes on Shooting, published 
in 1881, is a classic of its kind. The chapter titled Foreign Shooting Notes makes for fascinating 

reading, especially the section on shooting in Victoria, which is reprinted below.

A step back in time

VICTORIA – Within 10 to 50 miles 
of Melbourne, very good hare and 
rabbit-shooting is to be had; can 

be easily reached by rail, and settlers are 
generally glad to see sportsman.

Fair snipe-shooting is to be had latter end of 
September and October, near Cranbourne, 
two hours’ drive from Melbourne; but much 
better in Gippsland, 100 miles by rail.  

For turkeys, ducks, swans, etc. as good a 
resort as any is in the Gippsland lakes and 
rivers; also by taking rail to Echuca, on the 
Murray River, 160 miles from Melbourne.  
Fair shooting also at Westernport, 40 miles; 
but the further regions better repay the visit.  

Quail are very uncertain in Victoria, being 
sometimes very numerous, generally after a 
wet season, and at others scarce.  They are 
frequently found on the Werribee Plains, 15 
miles from Melbourne, but better ground is 
on the Runnymede Plains, 130 miles by rail, 
or on the Murray River flats.  

Wild turkeys or bustard are chiefly found in 
the northern districts; across the Murray Riv-
er is a good place for them.  They are grand 
birds, averaging 9 to 20 lbs., and sometimes 
reaching 27 lbs. They are very shy, may be 
stalked with a rifle, or shot from a horse or 
trap. 

Geese, plover and waterfowl are plentiful, 
and may be had near all the rivers and wa-
terholes; kangaroo and emu on some of the 
more remote runs.  

Close times for ducks, swans, pigeons, 
turkeys, etc from August 1 to December 20; 
for hares, September 1 to March 1; for quail, 
August 1 to February 1.  Snipe, kangaroo 
and sea-fowl not protected.
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It is the first Saturday of the month at the Marong 
Rifle Range, and the early birds have the range 
set up, flags out and all is ready for a great day’s 

rimfire competition. It is the demanding BR30, 
IBR25 and our own “Marong 20” targets today.

As we look down the track, we see that Frank Buckley 
is on his way. He travels about 80km from Kyneton 
each month to shoot the benchrest with us and, as 
usual, his daughter Joanne will be driving. Frank is 
one of our more senior members and, as such, is privy 
to a reserved parking area close to the benches. The 
car doors open, Frank heads to his bench to set up, 
while Joanne sets his targets for the first competition. 

With the first round finished, it is off for a lunch break 
and this is a great time to have a chat with Frank and 
learn a little more about this remarkable person.

Frank was born in 1932 and his interest in shooting 
was inspired by an uncle when he was just six years 
old. At the age of 13 he started shooting small game 
like rabbits, hares and foxes, and at 15 years of age 
was given his first rifle – a gift from his father. One of 
the very first sporting rimfire .22s made by Lithgow – a 
Slazenger Model 1 single shot with open sights. 

His passion for the shooting sport continued and 
in 1954 Frank joined the Kyneton Small Bore Club, 
where he has been an active member right up to this 
present time. He is a life member of that club. 

He has held the positions of handicapper and treasur-
er and holds a current range officer card. He remem-
bers his first score of 100 shot in 1956. The club 

awarded pewter Tankards for each 100 shot until the 
advent of the BSA International Target rifles when the 
possible became more common. Frank still has that 
Tankard today and tells us it does get a bit of use.  

His more memorable feats include the 2014 Team B 
Section Postal event, when his team went through 
the season undefeated, coming third in the Numurkah 
Postal Shoot, and his best effort in Bendigo’s Gary 
Jones Memorial shoot, 99.7/200. He has also been a 
member of the Kyneton Full Bore Rifle Club.

Frank started his shooting life as a “lefty”, but due to 
an accident just a few short years ago now shoots 
off the right shoulder. He also shoots off the bench in 
preference to prone due to age creeping up on him. 

Frank has been a great team member right through his 
shooting career. He tells us of going out to the Cobaw 
Range with a couple of other members in its earliest 
infancy, cutting back the fern and removing the timber, 
where necessary, to keep the range clear. We can add 
a huge thank you to these members, along with many 
others, for the range we have there today.

It has been an interesting time chatting with Frank. 
The day has come and gone with some great scores 
posted; Frank’s among them. He waits until the prizes 
are distributed and then, looking just a little more tired, 
gets back into the car with Joanne and makes his way 
back to Kyneton where he will put his feet up, fill that 
tankard with his favourite “brew” and recuperate  from 
a tiring day. Well done Frank – a great sportsman, 
true competitor, a real gentleman, and only 83 years 
young!

Maron Rifle Range 
shooter Frank Buckley 
and daughter Joanne.

Age no 
barrier 
for Frank 
Buckley
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The ARMC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.

We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. If you have the same hobbies 
then you must belong to a nominated 
collectors club to obtain a collector’s 
licence.

We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.

For further details, contact the State 
Office between 9am to 5pm on (03) 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at amccvic@
optusnet.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)

General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25, 50, 100, 200m.

Safety and Family Firearms Edu-
cation  (SAFFE) Program: Second 
Sunday each month from 10am to noon. 
$6 (ammunition cost). Basic training for 
beginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.

Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.

Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425

Website: ssaabendigo.com.au

Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com

Post: P.O. Box 1098   
         Bendigo, Vic. 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 
the club before you join.

The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.

In October there will be some organised 
club hunts, ideal for new guys to come 
and learn.

For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all 
disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. The 
main range caters for all rifles, from air 
rifles to the largest calibres. The range is 
approved to 500m, for all rifle calibres.

Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm

Phone: (03) 5283 1575

The range is home to the following 
Clubs:

• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 
Club

• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Field Rifle 3 Positional
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club
• Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Pistol Silhouette

Website: ssaavic.com.au/index.php/
clubs-branches/clubs

Schedule of events

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Military Rifle First Sunday each 
month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3 Position and novel-
ty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme

The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

The Field Hunters Club was set up in the 
late 1980s by some enthusiastic SSAA 
members to foster camaraderie among 
their fellow hunters. The club provides 
members with the opportunity to get out 
and do what they joined for; and that 
was to hunt. As a bonus you meet fellow 
likeminded hunters and often form life 
long friendships. 

BRANCHES AND CLUBS NEWS

BENDIGO 
BRANCH

ARMS & MILITARIA 
COLLECTORS CLUB

EAGLE PARK 
RANGE

DEER STALKERS 
CLUB

FIELD HUNTERS 
CLUB
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The Club is a relaxed, friendly and casual 
club with around 250 members. Come 
along and enjoy a drink at the bar or a 
meal at Bruno’s café. General meetings 
are held on the first Wednesday of every 
month except January at the Springvale 
SSAA range, 714-716 Princess Hwy, at 
7:30pm.  

Member benefits include the use of the 
FREE extensive Hunting DVD library and 
monthly newsletter, guest speakers from 
a wide range of organisations, govern-
ing bodies or training providers keeping 
members informed of what’s happening 
in the hunting space, FREE NSW R-Li-
cence testing and organised hunting trips 
including: duck opening weekend shoot, 
duck shooting as pest control on rice 
crops during November and December, 
NSW R-Licence hunts, along with details 
of weekly organised fox drives during 
the cold months. On top of this, mem-
bers have access to the club’s own Feral 
Animal Control Program, which now has 
access to a major area of prime hunting 
throughout Victoria, all within 2 hours of 
Springvale. 

If you’re thinking of getting into or 
returning hunting, and want to get on 
the ground on a variety of different 
properties on a monthly or fortnightly 
basis, then we are the club for you and 
your friends. Our Feral Animal Control 
Program hunts provide a platform that 
offers guidance and training to enhance 
member skills and safety in the field, and 
meet fellow hunters.

On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook  page just for members, which 
is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so as 
a member you could soon find that you 
have too much hunting available and not 
enough time to fit it all in.

In the past few months the club has de-
livered the following events to members:

• Feral Animal Control Program hunts
• Mid-Year major raffle with a first 

prize of $1500 for any hunting relat-
ed equipment

• Aussie Disposals Discount night
• Details of weekly fox drives held in 

South Gippsland
• Training on the ethical hunting
• 4WD Safety Inspection and Swap 

Meet day

• Field to Fork game meat tasting 
night

• Discussions from the Game Manage-
ment Authority

Upcoming events:

• NSW R-Licence hunts

• Feral Animal Control Program hunts

• Social weekender for family and 
friends

• Christmas Party

Pictures of recent events:

 

The club strives to meet our mission 
statements:

TO HELP FOSTER AND DEVELOP HUNT-
ER ETHICS, HUNTER TRAINING AND 
OPPORTUNITY.

TO FOSTER THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF 
GAME.

TO IMPROVE HUNTING FOR THE 
FUTURE.

So what are you waiting for? Expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself!

New adult memberships: $20  
New junior membership: $5

General enquiries: Secretary Phil 
Mathieson

Email: fhcsecretary@gmail.com

Phone: 0417 668 222 after 6 pm.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  Single Action 
shooting is a living history sport which 
uses the firearms of the American ‘Old 
West’.  Participants are required to adopt 
a persona typical of the era, and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  

Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  Black 
powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category 
of Single Action, and our black powder 
shooters add to the atmosphere, with 
lots of smoke and noise to entertain all.  
Shooter categories are established so as 
to cater for all age groups, both sexes, 
and different skill mixes.

We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  These events use single shot, 
lever- and pump-action rifles ranging 

BRANCHES AND CLUBS NEWS

LITTLE RIVER 
RAIDERS
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from .22 to big bore buffalo rifles.  

All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  

Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – either inci-
dents out of history, or our translation 
of classic Western movies or the old TV 
series.  Visitors are welcome to come 
along to any of our competitions and, 
if they like, they may try their hand at 
Single Action shooting under instruction.  
The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have fun with people 
dressed in cowboy gear, using period 
firearms or faithful replicas.  

For further information please look us up 
at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or con-
tact the Secretary Tiresome (aka Tony 
Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email littleriv-
erraiders@yahoo.com.au

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 
targets using our amazing terrain to 
provide shooters with a great experience. 
All levels of shooters are welcome with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. We encourage 
our shooters to join our club and become 
involved in setting up the grounds. 
Please give us a call or send an email. 

Our practice days are on the second 
Sunday of each month running from 
10am-5pm. The cost is $10 for 30 targets 
and you can shoot as many rounds as 
you wish. We are also able to set up par-
ticular practice targets for you wherever 
possible. 

Our competition days are the fourth 
Sunday of each month with nomina-
tions opening at 9:30am and closing at 
10:30am. The competition usually con-
sists of 75 targets at a nomination cost 
of $45, less for ladies, juniors and pen-
sioners and sub juniors shoot for free. 
Our last competition day was August 24, 
with Simon Sammut winning overall ,with 

a great score of 71. We have prizes for 
each grade including vets, ladies, juniors 
and sub juniors. 

We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial 
FITASC old style shoot on August 10. It 
was a lovely day and Chris Brown was 
the overall winner. Lots of fun was had 
with raffle prizes and wonderful food 
provided by the Panetta family – a great 
way to remember Vince. 

Practice Days: October 12, November 9 

Competition days: October 26, Novem-
ber 23

Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828, 
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au 

Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.
com

Dedicated to the safe, competitive use of 
military firearms. Friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere. Competitions are held at 
the SSAA Little River Range on the first 
and second Sundays of the month. The 
first Sunday (9am start) of the month 
events include the main event, a 3 Posi-
tion competition over 100m, 200m and 
300m, plus the specialty event, which 
includes rapid fire and is different each 
month. A long-range event at 500m is 
held three times a year. The second 
Sunday (11am start) main event is the 3P 
Trainer Competition on a mini 3P target 
over  50m, 75m and 100m, using military 
trainer rifles (.22 and 310 calibers) The  
MRC State Titles are held in April at the 
Dookie Agricultural College. Club rifles 
are available.

Other special away events are held in 
partnership with several VRA clubs and 
other Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s Gen-
eral Meeting for all members is held at 
the SSAA Springvale Range on the fourth 
Thursday of the month at 8pm.New 
members, juniors and visitors are always 
welcome. Come along and support your 
club. Annual membership is $35 for 
adults and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to 
17yrs inclusive)

Website: www.vicmrc.com

Email: milrifle@yahoo.com.au

Phone: Ian Garth, 0408 568 083

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers which runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale range. 

Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am 
and Sundays from noon. A variety of 
competitions are shot, including ISSF 
style sport pistol, centrefire and Classic 
Pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m, Service 
Match, IPSC and Metallic Silhouette (at 
Eagle Park range). Our website contains 
a full calendar of competitions and range 
times.

Introduction to Handguns course

New members are welcome. We run 
regular Introduction to Handguns cours-
es which will teach you the basics of 
handgun safety and shooting fundamen-
tals as well as provide an introduction 
to joining the club. The course consists 
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60 
minutes on the range firing a variety of 
club handguns. The course costs $65 and 
includes range entry and ammunition. 
Bookings for the course are taken online 
at our website or at the front desk at 
Springvale Range. Completing the intro-
duction course is the first step in joining 
our club.

Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee 
and thereafter a $100 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 
Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 

For more information please see our 
website at: 

Website: www.sspc.org.au

Contact: info@sspc.org.au

Sebastian (Club Secretary): 0417 034 
325
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The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-
tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events.

Shooting is a sport that does not present 
a barrier to anyone who wishes to get 
involved - neither age, physical ability nor 
gender are barriers to enjoying the sport 
of pistol shooting. 

It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.

The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 
many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.

Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 

Website: www.springvalepc.org

For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising!

We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA(Vic) 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.

Multi Disciplines: practise and competi-
tion, 3P, field rifle, practical rifle, sports 

rifle, air rifle, stuff we make up as we go.

Shooter of the Month Awards, Shooter of 
the Year Award.

Annual membership fee: $20 

Annual target levy: $50

Need more information? 

Club Secretary: Jenny, dejen@jeheda.
com 

Club PR Officer: Zdenka, 0418 562 257

Club Coach: Bill O’Connor, 0408 323 
060

Rekindle the spirit of black powder fire-
arm sporting shooting with the VMLC.

Relive the excitement of bygone days by 
shooting black powder firearms, a truly 
engrossing and satisfying sport. Every-
one is welcomed to attend the VMLC 
monthly competitions at the SSAA (Vic) 
Eagle Park Shooting Complex near Little 
River on the third Saturday of every 
month. Even if you don’t own any Muzzle 
Loading or black powder firearms, knowl-
edgeable and generous VMLC members 
are always eager to give you a few shots!

Competitions are organised for all black 
powder original and reproduction fire-
arms including cap and ball, cartridge 
and single-shot handguns, muzzle load-
ing long-arms including flint, percussion, 
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile, 
smooth bore musket cartridge rifle, and 
muzzle loading and cartridge shotgun.

From January to October competitions 
are held. Prize-winners are presented 
with cards as well as trophies for the 
various championships, such as Breech 
Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Ri-
fle, Traditional Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long 
Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock 
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading 
Shotgun, and Handgun.

For November many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Cham-
pionships where lots of black powder and 

lead is expended during the day, and at 
night everyone relaxes at the free barbe-
cue exchanging black powder stories and 
generally having a good time. December 
is set aside for some traditional com-
petitions, such as cannon and novelty 
events.

VMLC membership also includes an en-
tertaining and informed newsletter, The 
Ramrod, which is sent to members every 
month. The Ramrod includes shooters’ 
scores, VMLC record scores, coming 
events and additional articles of interest 
to the black powder enthusiast.

For additional information contact the 
VMLC President Jim Morraitis on (03) 
9401 1955 during business hours, visit 
the VMLC website at www.vmlc.com.
au or Facebook at www.facebook.com/
VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twitter 
search for vmlc3 or Pinterest search for 
victorian muzzle loading club. 

Upcoming events: 

November 22: 200m Fox Shoot Rifle 
Range. Come Support our first major 
competition for the year.

Hosted by SSAA Wodonga Rifle Range

Sponsored by: Impact Trading

Range briefing noon; match commences 
at 1pm

Phone: Stan Hnatio 0414 279 820 

Entry form can be found on our web-
site www.ssaawodonga.org.au or at the 
range.

December 13, 2015 – Annual .22 long 
rifle Novelty Christmas Shoot, BBQ and 
Annual Presentations.

Range closures: 
• Wednesday, October 7 – All day 

school boys practice day
• Wednesday, October 21 – All day 

F&G corp shoot day

Wodonga Range Fees as at July 1, 2015.
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Day range pass:

SSAA members

Adult $10

Pensioner $5

Junior Free

Non members

Adult $20

Pensioner $15

Junior Free

Other fees:

Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each

Competition Fee $5

Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)

Annual range 
passes

$65 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$35

Six month range 
passes

$35  
Jan 1 to Jun 30

Wodonga range matters  

Upon arriving at the range, leave your 
firearms securely locked in your vehicle 
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who 
will be wearing a high-visibility vest. 
The RO will guide you to sign the range 
attendance sheet and take your range 
fees. The RO will instruct you on when 
you may bring firearms from a vehicle 
to the firing line and when you may take 
firearms from the firing line back to a 
vehicle. 

The use of correct eye and hearing 
protection is compulsory for all people 
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not 
acceptable. 

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)

First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)

Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 lr
• Noon .22 Rim-Fire 100mtr Fly 

Shoot 
• 1pm .22 lr Rim fire Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Saturday
• 10am-noon Training programs and 

group gookings
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
• 11.30am Military rifle
• 12.30pm Black powder longarms

Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am-noon Handgun Club Metal-

lic Silhouette

Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot for any 

firearm
• 12.15pm Martini Shoot for any Marti-

ni actioned rifle

Fifth Sunday
• 11am Novelty Event
• 11 – noon Flintlock

Wednesday 10am-noon

Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days.

Wodonga Handgun Club calendar

The range calender can be view on the 
SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club website at 
http://www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au 

Contact: President Josh Knight, jaek1@
me.com or 0488 970 293. Secretary Faith 
Porter, secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au,  
PO Box 501 Wodonga VIC 3689.

Gundog Training

Gundog training is on the third Sunday 
of each month and our new venue has 
proved to be very successful. See our 
blog for directions to the site - just Goo-
gle ‘wgaa blog’ or contact the Training 
Officer, Kevin Phelps, 0407 091 221. 

The club has an extensive range of train-
ing equipment which includes several 
electronic throwers, a ‘backing’ dog, 

retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and 
release traps. 

New members are always welcome. 

Pointer and Setter Field Trials (CS)

The New South trials were held in July 
and August and concluded what had 
been a difficult season for finding quail 
conducting trials. The winners were 
Henry Foster with F Ch( CS) and Nat FT 
Ch Riprap Marks Man NFTW (CS) CM and 
Fernando Sorgiovanni with Dianna of 
Dawndale (Imp NZ). 

Facebook: WGAA is now on Facebook.

WGAA blog: View reports and slide-
shows of WGAA events on WGAA’s blog 
at http://wgaa.blogspot.com or just 
Google wgaa blog. 
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NSW WGAA President, Andrea Melisi and 
Henry Foster with his pointer Riley

Fernando Sorgiovanni with his winning pointer 
Sugar and the judge, Vince Guastella
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Proudly supported by:

Australian

Deer 
Association

RAYTRADE PTY LTD

When you are enjoying Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future 
of hunting depends on how you conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an 
ambassador for the recreation.

Help secure the 
future of hunting

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example 

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards 

• Promote and praise good behaviour 

• Know your skill limits and hunt accordingly 

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice 
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested 
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)  

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote  
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them  

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help 
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane  
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected 
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.depi.vic.gov.au/hunting

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a 
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely 
hunt animals 

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)  

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Stick to the tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t  
leave animal remains in or near waterways) 

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore  
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters  
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping  

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on  
a level playing field
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