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Introduction — The Association will confine itself to this brief overview paper as to the prospects for a 2015
Duck and Quail Hunting Season.

1. Rainfall in Victoria — Has been generally moderate below the dividing range but below average
above the divide, and well below average in the north-west of the state.

2. Rainfall in NSW and Qld - Rainfall in the northern states has been very much below average in
recent years. Very recent good falls have been primarily concentrated on the ranges. Consequently
few wetlands hold good water and the breeding prospects for waterfowl! are generally poor.

3. Major Storages across Victoria are at moderate levels as shown below, with Melbourne levels
approximately 80% capacity compared to 66% in 2011, 53% in 2010 and 38% in 2009. The following
are some other storage examples;

MURRAY 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Hume 32% 100% 90% 90% 78% 65%
Dartmouth 31% 55% 76% 99% 97% 88%
Yarrawonga 92% 100% 92% 93% 98% 96%
Torrumbary 100% 100% 97% 100% 100% 100%
OVENS

Buffalo 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100%

William Hovell 100% 100% 101% 101% 99% 99%
BROKEN

Nillahcootie 28% 100% 93% 98% 93%
GOULBURN

Eildon 32% 74% 98% 94% 89% 80%
Goulburn Weir 98% 100% 98% 97% 98% 99%
Waranga 50% 100% 85% 65% 69% 59%
Greens 27% 100% 68% 51% 82% 69%
CAMPASPE

Eppalock 7.7% 100% 95% 91% 87% 58%
LODDON

Cairn Curran 7% 100% 96% 93% 81% 53%
Tallaroop 6% 100% 97% 95% 65% 53%
Laanecoorie 7% 100% 72% 52% 44% 33%

4. Wetlands — The Eastern Australian Aerial Waterfowl Count (EAAWC) for 2014 shows a reduction in
Wetland areas (below the mean). Wetlands north of the divide are drying, except for those river side
areas deliberately filled. Wetlands south of the divide are in good condition, providing good habitat
and refuge. The EAAWC showed a marked reduction in wetlands to below the 200,000 figure.
Wetlands in the North-West of Victoria and the adjacent landscape are very dry.

5. Farm Dams and Irrigation — These are an important resource for water birds in an over drained and
sanitized landscape. Excepting for the North-West of Victoria, farm dams are generally at reasonable
levels north of the divide and full south of the divide. The closing of some irrigation channels and the
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plastic lining or piping of others, all in the name of water conservation (for environmental purposes),
has markedly reduced the irrigation “long paddock” for all water life including waterfowl. This is
having a major negative impact on waterfowl habitat and refuges.

6. Eastern Australian Aerial Waterfowl Count - Again, we are critical of the use of this report in
deliberations. In Victoria the four basic sites counted are a very poor sample and such a small
sample as to be (statistically) insignificant. We will not elaborate again on our well known doubts
about this material. The comments as to the downward trends of water bird numbers should be
noted yet treated with some reservation. The count showed reasonable numbers of birds in bands 1,
2and 3.

7. Random Members Survey and Summer Waterfowl Count — An extensive members survey confirmed
good number of Game birds in Gippsland, the South West and in Northern and North Central
Regions of Victoria. Bird species varied but it has given us increased confidence in our
recommendations.

8. Rice Fields NSW — There is a reduced rice crop in NSW this year, (apparently due to water pricing).
Ducks plundering rice are not in high numbers again this year. New watering techniques, to
conserve water, are seriously depleting waterfowl breeding in the rice field areas.

9. South Australian Water-Bird Count — This is a very credible document and has been undertaken
since 2003. Itis an on-ground count. Its findings in part contradict the findings of the EAAWC in that
they show the highest abundance ever recorded (250,000 ducks).. Clearly this demonstrates that
breeding in Australia, in southern areas, has been quite good. It is strongly recommended that a
waterfowl count similar to the South Australian model be adopted in Victoria. Obviously appropriate
Victorian sample sites would need to be selected. SSAA (Vic) could provide volunteers to assist this
effort.

10. The Forecast — The Australian Bureau of Meteorology predict that there is an average chance of
exceeding the median rainfall during summer in the North and North-West of Victoria and a lower
than normal chance of exceeding the median rainfall in the East of Victoria

SSAA (Vic) Recommendations

Ducks;
Considering all the above, the SSAA (Vic) believes that a duck hunting season of full length and a
normal bag of 10 birds daily should be confirmed.

Quail;

We believe that a full (normal) season for Stubble Quail would be sustainable with a normal bag limit of
20 birds. There is also scope for an additional 5 bag limit of Brown Quail. We would point out that until
some research is undertaken via (a limited) initial season for Brown Quail, then no information will ever
be gathered as to the viability or otherwise of a Brown Quail season.

The SSAA Vic makes these recommendations in the belief that such seasons as recommended
above, will not place any species of Game Ducks or Quail under "species — threat”.

The SSAA Vic wishes to thank the Game Management Authority for the opportunity to present these
recommendations.
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