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The first is duck season, which opened on Saturday, March 19 and will continue until Monday,
June 13. The State Government has seen fit to
consider all available evidence and agreed to
a 2016 duck season. If you participate in this
year’s hunt, please make sure that your behaviour does not give the antis any ammunition.
May you have a safe and successful shoot.
The second issue that may involve you is the
anniversary of Port Arthur. If anybody engages you on this issue, politely point out to them
that there have been mass murders since Port
Arthur, it’s just that most have not been carried
out with a gun. For example, the Childers
Palace Backpackers massacre saw 15 people
killed by the perpetrator using a single match.
Some facts:
•

Knives/sharps were used in 42 per cent of
all homicides in 2010-11.

•

Beating/blunt instruments were the second-most common method of homicide in
2010-11, with 24 per cent.

•

Only 10 per cent of homicides in 2010-11
involved the use of a firearm, almost all
being unregistered.

Editor and Graphic Design: Caitlin Pearson
Disclaimer: The views expressed in some articles and by some
contributers are not necessarily those of SSAA Victoria.
Editorial deadline for the June 2016 edition of The Victorian Shooter is
Monday, May 9.
Download The Victorian Shooter: This edition, along with magazine
archives, is available for download on the SSAA Victoria website at
www.ssaavic.com.au
Email alerts: Keep abreast of shooting matters by subscribing to SSAA
Victoira’s news alert system. Simply email the State Office on state_
office@ssaavic.com.au to subscribe.
Letters: Have your say in The Victorian Shooter. Email feedback or
comments on current issues to caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au
Front cover picture: A small team from Parks Victoria, Australian Deer
Association and SSAA Victoria at Oberon Bay, the location of the next
Hog Deer Trial.
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

his month I would like to address two
issues that may cause our antis to
start frothing at the mouth.

In the next edition of the Victorian Shooter I
will speak to you about the upcoming Federal
Election and how we can achieve the best
result.
That’s all for now.
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Getting the upper hand
on rabbits at Werribee

I

t’s the two-pronged approach
that has saved Parks
Victoria countless hours of
replanting and maintenance
work at Werribee Park. Prior
to the establishment of a new
rabbit control program, Parks
Victoria found 90 per cent of
plantings destroyed within 24
hours. James Brincat, Area
Chief Ranger for Werribee
Plains, said the rangers had
90 per cent survival rate with
new plantings in the garden
beds just two months after
implementing the new program.

Grazing rabbits were damaging
the huge botanical collection at
the park that contains heritage
listed trees and garden beds of
historical significance. “As the
curator of the place we were
looking for a solution to the rabbit
problem,” James said. “We tried
a number of activities and one of
them was baiting. Baiting is good
but only in certain areas and it
really didn’t have the impact that
we wanted for the gardens. We
are very limited in where we can
bait as well because the public
has access to the park all the
time.”
When the idea of shooting the
rabbits was put to Parks Victoria,
James said he was “dubious” but
after meeting with SSAA “a lot of
our fears were allayed by the fact
that these guys are professional,
and the first night showed us
that”.

Parks Victoria Area Chief Ranger for Werribee Plains James Brincat said the twopronged approach to rabbit control had produced positive results.
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

“This was a planned operation
and it required strategy,” he said.
“We had to identify where the
rabbits were, the areas that were
being impacted and then a strategy was put together to basically
hit the problem, not head on, but
sideways.”
Using GPS, Parks Victoria’s Senior Horticulturist, Adam Smith,
mapped all of the rabbit warrens,
then met with SSAA Victoria to
put together an action plan. The
team first used vehicles and
spotlights but the rabbits, not
being used to vehicles, scattered. “In fact, the first night I
think we got about three and they
were probably the old and the
sick.” A change of plan saw the
volunteers drive a golf buggy the
next week, with night vision on
the scopes and the results were
encouraging. Fifty rabbits were
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dispatched in the second night
and the operation has continued
successfully since then.
SSAA Victoria Training and Programs Co-ordinator David Croft
said 55 Conservation and Pest
Management volunteers had
been involved in the Werribee
Park program. Those volunteers
have taken 1322 rabbits, about
six foxes and the same in cats
from the property.
“We started with weekly shoots
on a Thursday night and as the
population declined we reduced
it to once a fortnight,” David
said. “The rabbits have breeding
cycles and around spring and
summer they breed prolifically so
we increase the frequency of the
program.”
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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Werribee Mansion, surrounded by 10 hectares of gardens, was built by wealthy sheep
farmers in the 1870s. TOP RIGHT: The Victoria State Rose Garden became the first
rose garden outside of Europe to receive the International Garden of Excellence Award
by the World Federation of Rose Societies in 2003. BOTTOM RIGHT: The out of control
rabbit population would ringbark many of the 5000-plus roses at the Victoria State Rose
Garden prior to the implementation of the control program.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

To complement the work SSAA
Victoria was doing, Parks Victoria
introduced ferreting with a group of
settled refugees from Burma, known
as the Karen people. “They were
coming in a couple of mornings a

week and they were removing the
rabbits and then destroying the warrens,” James said.
More than 380 rabbits were removed
from the historic grounds via ferreting in the first year alone. The Karen
people who take part in the harvest

by picking up rabbits or cooking for
the SSAA shooters are also allowed
to take the rabbits home to cook for
their families. “That meant that we
had even more support within the
community as we weren’t seen to be
throwing away good meat,” he said.

NO MATTER THE SEASON,
TIME OR CHASE, WE HAVE ALL
THE GEAR IN ONE PLACE.
GUN STORAGE AVAILABLE ON SITE.
Exclusive supplier of Europe’s favourite hunting brand.

220 COOPER STREET EPPING VIC 3076 | GAMEHUNTER.COM.AU | INFO@GAMEHUNTER.COM.AU | PH: 03 9401 3308
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New residents at Eagle Park

David and Helen Burrell (pictured), from Leopold Wildlife Rescue, have been rehabilitating macropods for more than 30 years. BELOW: ‘Roo Paul’
was released at Eagle Park last month after a failed release last year. ‘Roo Paul’ was known for approaching humans and trying to eat their potato
chips. After a year of work, the wildlife volunteers were confident he would be successfully released this year.
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

O

CAITLIN PEARSON
SSAA Victoria Marketing and
Communications Manager

n the foothills of the distinct
granite peaks that are the
You Yangs a handful of
macropods took their first steps in
the wild since being taken into care
two years ago. The strangely quiet
Eagle Park Range, while closed
to the public last month, became
home to five more Eastern Grey
Kangaroos, a joey and a wallaby,
released by Leopold Wildlife
Rescue.
Helen and David Burrell and their
team of about 35 volunteers work
around the clock to ensure injured
and rescued macropods return to the
wild after trauma. Working in teams
of five to seven, in four-hour shifts,
the team care for joeys weighing as
little as 50 grams, feeding and toileting them every two hours.

“The most common reason we get
them in is that their parents are hit by
cars,” David said. “Probably 75 per
cent of the macropods that we care
for are there because mum has been
killed by a car or severely injured and
had to be euthanized. The other 25
per cent that come
in as adults have
either been hit by a
car or hooked up in
a wire fence.”

have to be euthanized. If the animals
are freed quickly enough, they may
over extend their muscles and fully
recover after a few months in care.
CONTINUED PAGE 6

Leopold Wildlife
Rescue takes
in animals from
Werribee to Warrnambool. The
majority of those
rescued macropods
have been hit by
cars in the Otways,
while some come
from the Brisbane
ranges. The macropods that get stuck
in fences often
break their legs or
necks trying to free
themselves and

SSAAVIC.COM.AU
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Macropods that are hit by cars often
die or have their skulls fractured on
impact and are euthanized. About 25
per cent of them are concussed and
recover after some time in care.
The wallaby released at Eagle Park
last month escaped death when hit
by a car. “He was clipped by a car
and had significant concussion,” David said. “For the first month he was
very lethargic. He found the food and
water and was sustaining himself.
But he’d eat or drink and then just lay
down. He was under veterinary treatment but it was just a matter of letting
him recover. After about a month he
recovered and was a good feral animal and we let him stay like that.”
Best friends Eastern Greys ‘Tim’ and
‘Bluey’ came into care as ‘pinkies’
two years ago. Both their mothers
were hit by cars and killed. They
both weighed 40-50 grams when
David and Helen took them in. They
required feeding and toileting every
two hours, “all day long and all night
long”. “For the first year they are
inside and you have to give them
lots of love and attention like their
mum would or they’re not going to
be well-adjusted animals,” David
said. “You can’t go over the boundaries though because these are wild
animals and you have to keep that in

mind.”
After about seven months, the
animals start to get their first bit of
fur and only require feeding every
three hours. “Once they get all of
their fur you can change that to
every four hours and that’s a bit
easier to manage,” he said at Eagle
Park last month. “When they move
outside and they’re off the bottles,
we back off and let them grow up.
We give them oats and a few other
foods but there’s a lot of grasses
around and they’ll eat off them. The
macropods we’re releasing today are
self-feeding and they have been for
nearly a year so they’re ready to rock
and roll.”
Last month was a particularly special
release as one of the Eastern Greys,
‘Dolly’, had recently given birth to a
joey. She paired up with ‘Bluey’ in
captivity. “It would have been born
only a month or two ago. It’s just a
little lump at the moment; we haven’t
looked in there. We don’t want to
humanise them.”
Leopold Wildlife Rescue has been
releasing rehabilitated wildlife at
Eagle Park for eight to 10 years.
The environment is rich with the
right plant food and there is enough
water around to sustain the current
population of macropods. “There’s a
heap of land here and there are a lot
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Wildlife carer Danny, who volunteers at
Leopold Wildlife Rescue, finds a frog in 35C
weather at Eagle Park and transports it to
the dam shore. TOP: Helen, David and their
volunteers care for joeys for about two years
before they are released into the wild. ‘Dolly’
was released with her joey and mate ‘Bluey’.
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

of roos that we’ve released already,”
David said. “At first the roos will be
‘stand-offish’ but they’ll let the new
ones in eventually. There’s going
to be an alpha male and an alpha
female and they’re going to have to
sort that out.”
After releasing the macropods at
Eagle Park last month, Helen and
David, who have been caring for rescued animals for more than 30 years,
returned home to the other seven
animals in their care. “It’s a long
drawn-our process,” David said. “We
couldn’t do it without our volunteers.
They are a great bunch of people
and they’re our greatest asset.”

Jeff Bourman MLC
Member for Eastern Victoria Region

Visit or contact my office at Unit 1/9 Napier Street, Warragul Victoria 3820
Phone: (03) 5623 2999 Fax: (03) 5623 2299

X
X YES

NO to a Great Forest National Park
NO to further restrictions on law-



abiding firearm owners

to protecting the rights of outdoor
and sporting enthusiasts and rural Victoria

I support:
•

Rural economy and growth opportunities

•

Better public transport in regional Victoria

•

The abolishment of the National Firearms
Agreement as it has zero effect on reducing
crime.

•

Abolishment of longarm registration as per
New Zealand and Canada

•

Improved facilities for fresh water and salt
water fishing

•

Improved access to public land for recreation
including hunting, 4wd’ing, fossicking and
camping

•

Introducing sports programs in to
schools, including archery

Do you or your club have a local concern or issue?
Constituency questions relate to a matter affecting or
arising from my electorate. These can be a great way to
bring local concerns to the attention of Parliament.

If you have an issue that you would like to make me aware of,
please email my office Jeff.Bourman@parliament.vic.gov.au, we
are always looking for questions from constituents to assist with or
raise in Parliament.

“It’s time that state and federal governments publically
accept the fact that they’re not going to gain anything more
from the pursuit of the law-abiding firearm owners; they
need to move on to tackling the root cause - criminals.”
This advertisement has been paid for using Jeff Bourman MP’s Electorate Office and Communications Budget

Rogue officer at it again
NEIL JENKINS
Secretary
Combined Firearms Council of Victoria

A

senior officer of Victoria
Police has accused gun
club members of not
taking enough care to secure their
firearms.
Normally we would be a bit more
subdued than this when commenting
on the performance of the Victoria
Police, but this particular officer deserves the pasting he is about to get.
Superintendent Craig Gillard has
responsibility for providing operational support to Victoria Police’s
operations in Western Victoria. He
appeared in the March 2 edition of
the Herald Sun telling readers how
easy it is to steal guns from gun
clubs and gun owners by looking
committee members up in the White
Pages.
Now read the story to the right.
The stats he quoted come from no
known source. They contradict data
obtained from our registry, Victoria
Police’s Licensing & Regulation
Division (LRD), which raises serious
questions about the claims he made.
Also of concern is that the regulation
of firearms does not fall into his area
of responsibility, but that of another
Superintendent.

He’s done it before…
If Gillard’s name seems familiar, it
is because he said much the same
thing last November when said about
firearm safes on rural properties, “On
a good day, I can rip that open with
my teeth”.
In both articles he spoke about stealing guns ‘to order’ and trading some
for drugs, so this latest story is little
more than a repeat of his earlier story
but with a different opening. In fact
he also made similar claims to the

Ballarat Courier in 2014.
Yes, some firearms have been
stolen, but the data from LRD shows
how inaccurate and offensive Superintendent Gillard’s claims are.

Victoria Police command needs
to take action
Apology 1: Shortly after the November story Police Minister Wade
Noonan distanced himself from
Gillard’s comments in that story.
Apology 2: Earlier this week a
representative from LRD similarly
distanced himself from Gillard’s
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comments following the more recent
article.
While we’re confident it will be followed up at the appropriate level, it
exposes an inappropriate contempt
among some in senior ranks towards
firearm owners, which has been
around for years. Statements like
these are not only offensive to the
Victorian shooting community, but
disrespect the reporting structures
within Victoria Police, and with that,
the goodwill we are building with the
LRD.
CONTINUED PAGE 9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

We’ll be writing a letter of complaint
to Chief Commissioner Graham
Ashton protesting the statements
that Superintendent Gillard has been
making and recommend he stop this
from happening again. We’ll also be
seeking his commitment with respect
to the processes Victoria Police
uses when seeking amendments to
firearm laws.
You might like to send your own
email to Commissioner Ashton at
graham.ashton@police.vic.gov.au.
Here are some proposed words.
“Dear Chief Commissioner

I refer to comments made by Superintendent Craig Gillard in the Herald
Sun on March 3 with respect to the
security of privately owned firearms.

were based on any verifiable facts or
data.

Superintendent Gillard’s comments
were not only alarmist but made outside his area of responsibility within
Victoria Police. It is my understanding
the Licensing and Regulation Division
distanced itself from his comments
the day the article appeared.

dent Gillard is not able to make any
comments on firearm-related matters
without first consulting the Superin-

This is not the first time this has happened. In November Minister Wade
Noonan similarly distanced himself
from comments Superintendent Gillard made regarding firearm safes on
rural properties. Neither of his claims

I call on you to take whatever action
is necessary to ensure Superinten-

tendent responsible for LRD.
I understand the Combined Firearms
Council of Victoria is considering
preparing a formal complaint on this
to you, which will include recommendations for your consideration.
Yours sincerely,
(INSERT NAME HERE).”

Pro Hart’s works live
on 10 years later

One of Pro Hart’s works, a painting of John Howard addressing firearms users, is on display in the SSAA Victoria State Office.

L

ast week marked the 10th
anniversary of the death
of world famous artist Pro

Hart. Kevin Charles “Pro” Hart
generously supported SSAA during
and after the 1996 firearm reforms.

Born in Broken Hill, NSW, in 1928,
Pro Hart’s works are widely admired
for capturing the true spirit of the
Outback. Though most widely known
as an artist, Pro Hart was also an
A-grade pistol shooter and he donated many paintings to SSAA in his
time.

He typically painted with oil or acrylic, using paint brushes and sponges, depicting scenes of rural town
life, topical commentary, and some
religious subjects. Pro was also
known for dropping paint from hot air
balloons, creating ice sculptures and
even using a cannon to paint.

He also donated two of his inimitable

He frequently addressed political
themes in his artwork. One of his
paintings, displayed in the SSAA
Victoria State Office, depicts former
Prime Minister John Howard addressing a crowd at a rally against
firearm reforms.

stood helpless.
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works to SSAA for member competitions. The works showed the stupidity
of Howard’s 1996 “Strong National
Gun Laws” and the anguish they
caused innocent lawful firearms owners. He indicated in them that crime
would flourish while the community

Pro Hart developed motor neurone
disease later in life. On March 28,
2006 he died at his home in Broken
Hill, aged 77. A large state funeral
was held for him in Broken Hill.

9

Wilsons Promontory
trial expands

Parks Victoria held a reconnaissance weekend at
Wilsons Promontory National Park in early February
for those taking part in the next operation.

Coote said at the time that “no animals were wounded and no animals
were lost, so Parks Victoria was very
happy with the marksmanship and
the professionalism of our team”.

S

CAITLIN PEARSON
SSAA (Vic) Marketing and
Communications Manager

everal months after
a successful deer
management trial at Wilsons
Promontory National Park, Parks
Victoria is planning another
operation in a separate area of the
park.
Working at Tidal River and Darby
River over three days in August 2015,
15 volunteer shooters from Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia
(Victoria) and Australian Deer Association (ADA) removed 42 hog deer
from the park. The limited food supply at Tidal and Darby rivers left the
increasing population of deer in poor
condition. It is what led Parks Victoria
to embark on the trial.
SSAA Victoria CPM manager Rhys

In an effort to protect sites of cultural significance, Parks Victoria has
planned a small operation at Oberon
Bay for the middle of this year. ADA
Deer Management Committee Chair
Steve Garlick said managing the
population at Oberon Bay was necessary as the hog deer were walking
across Aboriginal middens at sites
where there were few kangaroos or
wallabies.
“The objective again is to control the
impact of hog deer on certain sites
of the park,” he said. “Only a small
number of operators are going to be
working on the program from SSAA
and Australian Deer Association.”
The Oberon Bay operation will
involve just three volunteer shooters
each from SSAA Victoria and ADA.
Rhys said the SSAA Victoria volunteers were selected after a lengthy
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process and consultation with the
East Gippsland Branch. “The East
Gippsland Branch committee selected three people for the operation,”
he said, “and none of them were
involved in the August operation.
“Last year the calls were flooding
in from people who wanted to be
involved. The volunteers who were
selected for this operation were
chosen based on their marksmanship and experience. The Gippsland
Branch committee was happy to take
on the challenge of selecting the right
people.
“Overall we want to ensure we give
the opportunity to participate in this
unique program to as many people
as possible.”
The Wilsons Promontory National
Park Hog Deer Trial is one of more
than 20 Conservation and Pest Management operations across the State,
managed through a Memorandum of
Understanding with Parks Victoria.
“We currently have 25 programs

running through Victoria, ranging
from rabbits in the western suburbs
of Melbourne, deer in the Alpine
National Park, goats in the North
East and we’re also going to start
a pig program out at Bairnsdale,”
Rhys said.
“Currently we have about 450
financial CPM operators in Victoria,
with regional branch involvement
at Wodonga, Shepparton, Mildura,
Bairnsdale and Bendigo. We run
operations weekly in Melbourne,
fortnightly in the North East and
Bairnsdale is bi-monthly.”
About 18 months ago, SSAA Victoria started a joint operation in the
Dandenong Ranges National Park
with the ADA and Parks Victoria.

Oberon Bay is the next bay around from Norman
Bay heading south from Tidal River. It is popular
among hikers and campers. RIGHT: Deer tracks
on the sand at Oberon Bay, where the next
Wilsons Promontory Hog Deer Trial will take
place.

The program has expanded now to
involve operations at the Bogong
High Plains (Alpine National Park),
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve and Warramate Hills Nature
Conservation Reserve.

been good to work together as a
team and show the community that
we’re a professional Association,
with really skilled marksmen, who
are conscious of conserving our
natural environment.”

“We’ll soon be expanding that program into the Wonnangatta as well,
so it’s going really strong,” Rhys
said. “The partnership has been
fantastic with ADA and Parks. It’s

A reconnaissance weekend was
held at Wilsons Promontory
National Park in early February
for those taking part in the next
operation.

The Hog Deer Trial at Darby and Tidal rivers removed 42 deer that were malnourished due the lack of food.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

PICTURE: Mike Spray
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Ladies flood in for
Come-and-Try day

I

t took just three days for the
SSAA Shepparton Branch
inaugural Ladies CAT Day to
‘sell out’. The free event was
originally to be held for 60 women
to come and try shooting at the
triple-discipline event. But, due to
popular demand, bookings were
increased to 70 – and filled again.

Organiser Marion Barnes was
overwhelmed by the influx of calls
that flooded in after a SSAA Victoria
e-news alert in February. “It’s been
so busy we’re looking at organising
a Pink Ribbon Day shoot later in the
year,” she said.
Among the people signed up for the
day is a correctional officer, driving
nine hours from Sydney to be there
and a 71-year-old woman. A car load
of seven women from the Country
Women’s Association of Australia
will be making their way to the range
for the day of fun, along with people
from Mansfield, Yarrawonga and Deniliquin. “I ran into one of the ladies in
town the other day and she’s bringing
a group of six women,” Marion said.
“Another man called me to enrol his
wife. He said he would drop her at
the gate and she could spend a day
doing what he enjoys to gain an understanding of passion for shooting
by the end of day.”
The April 16 event will see the ladies
try .22 rifles, shotgun and pistol
shooting free of charge in an effort
to get more women into the sport.
The branch believes that attracting
women to shooting will secure its
future. “Basically, the future of shooting is dependent on getting juniors
involved,” Marion said. “We want to
encourage more ladies and mums
to try so they also let the kids learn.

SSAA Shepparton Branch’s Marion Barnes has been overwhelmed by the number of women
enrolling in the inaugural Ladies CAT Day.

The ladies who come along will see
that it’s a non-threatening, safe,
controlled environment for the kids
learn in.”
Marion encouraged other SSAA
branches and sub-clubs to follow
Shepparton’s footsteps and introduce
come and try days targeted at women. “We’ve had so much interest from
women who want to get involved,”
she said. “I’m happy to help advise
any club on running these types of
days.”
The day will kick-off at 9.30am, with
pistol and rifle the first disciplines for
the day. “We’ll be doing the pistol and
the rifle in groups of five,” Junior Vice
President Tony Connell said. “Then
we’ll come up to the clubhouse for a
barbecue lunch and do the shotgun
shooting later.”
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For those who only who want to try
the two disciplines, shotgun shooting
will be optional.
Big names like Winchester Australia,
Beretta Australia and Fowles Wine
Avenel, which makes the Ladies
Who Shoot Their Lunch label, have
gotten behind the day, along with
local business Northern Victorian
Ammo Supplies, OneShot Australia
and SSAA Victoria. The Shepparton
Branch has also gained support from
various sponsors for smaller prizes
aimed at the ladies, including massages and manicures.
A five-stand will be set up for men to
have a go during the day.
Anyone wishing to get in touch with
Marion about organising their own
ladies day should contact the State
Office on 8892 2777.

Firearms Appeals Committee

This is the final instalment of a series of articles covering the legal process and potential
outcomes if licensed firearms owners find themselves in court. Today we will look at the roles
and responsibilities of the Firearms Appeals Committee and the hearing process if licenceholders need to avail themselves of the Committee.

T

he establishment of
the Firearms Appeals
Committee (FAC) is covered
in Part 9 of the Firearms Act 1996.
This part of the act also covers
the function, membership and
procedure of the Committee.

What is the Firearms Appeals
Committee?
The FAC reviews the decisions of the
Chief Commissioner of Police1 to:
• Cancel firearms licences.
• Refuse a firearms licence
application.
• Impose conditions on firearms
licences.

What matters can the FAC
review?
The review of the Chief Commissioner’s decisions are only in circumstances where the Act gives the right
of review.2 The matters that can be
reviewed are contained throughout
the Act and there are too many to

mention here. The right of review can
be summarised into the cancellation
of a licence issued under the act, the
refusal of a firearms licence application or the imposition of conditions on
licences issued under the act3.
A person can only appeal to the FAC
if they have not been declared a
Prohibited Person under the Firearms Act4, ie. a person who has been
convicted of an indictable offence, an
assault, an offence for drugs or controlled substances or for an offence
under the control of weapons act.

Notice of Suspension and
proposal to cancel
In this section we will use the procedure involved with a licence cancellation as an example.
The licence-holder will usually
receive a Notice of Suspension
and Proposal to Cancel5. The notice will be handed or posted to the
licence-holder by the police when
they seize the person’s licence, firearms and ammunition as part of the
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suspension. Resisting or arguing with
police will only inflame the situation.
The Notice of Suspension outlines
the licence-holder’s right to a review
of the decision by the Chief Commissioner. The requested information
or documentation must be provided
within 28 days of the notice. Do not
confuse this review with an appeal to
the FAC. This review is conducted internally by Licensing and Regulation
Division (LRD). During this internal
review LRD will make a decision to
cancel the licence or request further information prior to making a
decision.
The licensee should make every
effort to respond to the review by
LRD and provide any information or
references that are requested. By responding, the licensee may avoid any
further action and have their licence
re-instated, making it unnecessary to
proceed to the FAC.
CONTINUED PAGE 14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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Appeal to the Firearms Appeals
Committee
Following on from the Notice of
Suspension, the Chief Commissioner may cancel the licence and
the licensee will receive a Notice of
Cancellation.
Anyone who believes that the Chief
Commissioner has made an error of
judgement can appeal to the FAC.
The person must submit their appeal6
within 28 days of receiving the Notice
of Cancellation.
The application form and information
about appeals is available at the Department of Justice and Regulation
website (http://www.justice.vic.gov.
au/home/licences+and+certificates/
non-business/firearms+appeals+committee+application+form)
After submitting the application to
the FAC the licensee must inform the
Chief Commissioner of their intention to appeal his decision. It can
be done by sending a copy of the
application for an appeal to the Chief
Commission7.
The FAC will then collect all information and submissions, set a
date for the hearing and appoint a
three-person FAC panel to hear the
appeal. All documents will be sent
to both the Appellant and the Chief
Commissioner.

Appearance before the FAC
All hearings of the FAC are held in a
Melbourne courtroom. The appellant
may represent themselves because
legal counsel is not always necessary. Choosing to be represented is
a personal choice and will depend on
the complexity of the evidence before
the committee.
The Chief Commissioner’s solicitor/
barrister will begin the proceedings
by summarising the reasons for
the cancellation and calling sworn
witnesses to confirm the decision
to cancel the licence. The Appellant
has the right to cross-examine these
witnesses.
The FAC Chairperson will help all
parties in the procedure and outline
the rights of all at the hearing. The
Appellant can be greatly assisted by
the Chairperson as to what is expected in defending his or her rights.
Appellants should not be afraid to
ask for help or clarification during the
proceedings.
After the police have presented their
case, Appellants can choose to go
into the witness box and make a
sworn submission, or they can make
a statement from the bar table. The
difference between these two actions
is the police can cross-examine the
Appellant and any witnesses that
choose to make a sworn submission
from the witness box.

It is an important step in the proceeding because the evidence provided
from the witness box is under oath
and carries more weight than a statement from the bar table. The crucial
aspect of evidence given from the
witness box is that it MUST be the
truth. If the Appellant makes a false
or misleading statement he/she can
be prosecuted for perjury and the
likelihood of getting a licence will be
lost.
After hearing all of the witnesses
and considering all the evidence, the
Committee will retire and consider its
decision. It will then return to court
and announce its decision in the
matter, prior to writing the decision
formally and sending to all parties
concerned.
If the decision goes against the Appellant, the Appellant has the right to
either abide by the ruling, or to appeal
the Committee’s decision to the Victorian Civil Appeals Tribunal (VCAT).
(Endnotes)
1 Firearms Act 1996 – S154(2).
2 Firearms Act 1996 – S33A, S33B, S33C and
S34.
3 Firearms Act 1996 Parts 2,3,4,6A and S38.
4 Firearms Act 1996 S3.
5 Firearms Act 1996 S47.
6 Firearms Act 1996 S50 and S167(1).
7 Firearms Act 1996 S167(2).

Sensible approach to suppressors

N

SW recreatinoal shooters can now apply
for suppressors after the State Government
opened permit application forms to hunters and
sporting shooters. The Shooters and Fishers Party
says it has successfully lobbied the NSW Government
to allow ‘sport shooting’ or ‘recreational hunting’ to
be reasons for applying for a suppressor. Previously
there was only space for government employees or
licensed contract animal shooters to apply.
Robert Borsak MLC, the leader of the Shooters and Fishers Party, said it was a commonsense decision. “There’s

no reason, other than Hollywood mythology, why you
wouldn’t have these legally and easily available,” he said.
“If criminals were going to use them they’d be making
them in their backyards and using them now.”

Suppressors will allow farmers to shoot feral animals
more effectively, lessen noise pollution from sport shooting and mitigate hearing loss in firearm users. A spokesperson for NSW Deputy Premier and Police Minister Troy
Grant said the form had been changed to bring it into line
with broader state law on possession and use of suppressors, which remained unchanged.
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RO reform rolling out
SHAUN DOYLE
SSAA Victoria Facilities Manager

S

SAA Victoria has
undertaken a major review
of the Range Officer
(RO) Training Program and reaccreditation of existing ROs. A
new course and framework for
RO accreditation has now been
finalised and will be rolled out
throughout 2016.
The primary change to RO accreditation is that it will now expire every three years. As the current RO
accreditation cards do not have an
expiry date on them, SSAA Victoria
will expire all ROs at the end of 2016.
This will enable the Association to
identify those ROs that are actively
servicing our ranges. SSAA Victoria
will also reissue accreditation cards
with the new three-year expiry date
for new ROs and those who complete
a process called ‘revalidation’.
Currently accredited ranges officers
will not be required to sit a new or
refresher course. They will only be
required to gain endorsement from
their branch or sub-club. In November the State Office will send lists of
all ROs to the branches and subclubs. The sub-clubs and branches
will then endorse those who have
been active ROs. This information
will be sent back to the State Office
to be processed and new SSAA
Victoria RO cards will be issued.
Through this process, all RO contact
details will be crosschecked and the
database updated.
All revalidated or new accreditations
obtained from 2017 onward will
expire at the end of 2019, when subclubs and branches will be required
to revalidate ROs again.
Melbourne metropolitan ROs should
note that if they have not attended a

The SSAA Range Officer Training Program has been revamped and will be rolled out from this
month.

new or refresher course since September 2013, their RO accreditation
has already expired. The colour and
type of RO card a person carries,
signifies whether they have attended
a refresher course. Those with a yellow and white printer card are current
and will need to revalidate through
their branch or sub-club. Those with
an old paper accreditation will need
to sit a new course this year so that
they can revalidate at the end of the
year.
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ROs associated with the country
branches are still current and branches will revalidate those ROs that are
actively working on ranges throughout the year.
The new RO training course will
start rolling out across the State this
month. For more information about
the course and to download the application form, please visit the SSAA
Victoria website (ssaavic.com.au) or
contact the State Office on
03 8892 2777.
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PROTECT YOUR VISION
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges.
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for
juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.

For more information contact the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.
Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

Hunting in the name
of science
March 17, 2016

I

wasn’t much of a science student
at school. I enjoyed learning with
Bunsen burners and the wide world
of chemistry. But I couldn’t sit still;
the outdoors was where I wanted
to be. However, after reading lead
researcher Toni Dalziel’s (University of
South Australia) article on “Influenza
in Feral pigs” in the February issue of
the Australian Shooter, my mates and
I decided to volunteer for a research
project with a difference. Science had
found me!

The aim of the research project from the
university’s perspective is to “test the
theory that pigs associated with wetland
areas are more likely to have antibodies to
influenza viruses; the immune response”.
The researchers are attempting to show
that the feral pigs in Australian wetlands
are sharing viruses with the waterbirds,
which can be another way to monitor what
viruses we have in Australia and how they
change over time.
To carry out the research, blood samples
must be taken from pigs and returned
promptly to the university researchers for
testing and inclusion in the study. To gather samples from pigs across the country,
the researchers have called for help. My
mates and I had a hunting trip planned
to Northern NSW around Easter time, so
we thought ‘Why not hunt feral pigs in the
name of ‘science’?’
To provide the research project the best
chance of success, the team has rolled
up its sleeves and the prep work is nearly
done. The preparations included a newly
welded shooting cage/rest for the rear

of the ute, which will provide us with a
360-degree stable position
to shoot from while spotlighting.
We’ve sourced all of the basic supplies,
including water, camping gear, first aid
kits, hand-held UHF radios, GPS and a
satellite phone as a start, then plenty of
coffee, burgers, muesli bars and baked
beans (the meal of champions).
As far as rifles are concerned,
some old school Winchester
Model 94 rifles in 30-30 calibre
are to be used. Not to forget the
‘new age’ participant, a Sauer
101XT 308W.
A tremendous bonus in our ‘kit-bags’ are
a few special items that have kindly been
provided for the expedition. Tasco Australia and FLIR Systems Australia were
approached and in their own right believed
that this was a worthwhile project to be
involved in. So much so, some night vision
and thermal equipment will be used at the
pointy end after the sun sets.
Our quarry (as always) is introduced
species. From feral cats and foxes to
wild dogs. But we will pay close attention
feral pigs on this trip. And so the budding
mature-aged science students have answered the call.
We’ll check in again in the next issue of
the Victorian Shooter.
Michel Durand.

Anyone else wishing to be involved in
the study should contact lead researcher
Antonia Dalziel on 08 8313 2546.
SEE IMAGES ON PAGE 18
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The first pictures of our trip ...
in the name of science
CLOCKWISE FROM THE LEFT: Our valuable
supplies, including some night vision
and thermal equipment; stopping off at
Cobar along the way; a much-needed
bed for the night at a country pub; a
couple of the boys taking a rest break
and ‘Pig’ the trip mascot.

Valentine George Gardner
A vale by Graham Parkin

V

al Gardner was a respected
and highly esteemed member
of SSAA who passed away
peacefully in Geelong, Victoria, last
month. He was also a passionate
long-term member of the Military
Rifle/Military Pistol Club and regularly
travelled with his wife, Shirley, to
compete in SSAA Military Rifle Clubs
competitions across the State. Val
was most recognised by his friendly
smile and gentlemanly demeanor and
will be sadly missed by all who were
privileged to have known him.

Val was photographed (right) by courageous war camera man, Damien
Parer on the Kokoda Trail, New Guinea
during WWII.
CONTINUED PAGE 19
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

He was the wounded soldier (Lieutenant Valentine G Gardner, D
Company 2/14th Battalion) on the
stretcher being offered a light for his
cigarette by the highly respected
Salvation Army Padre, Captain Albert
Moore, while being carried down to
a base hospital. The photo is proudly displayed in the SSAA Victoria
Springvale clubrooms and hangs in
the National War Museum, Canberra.
Parer’s magnificent newsreel shots
of the retreating troops along the
mud-bogged track were used as
footage for a documentary tribute
to the heroic stand by Australia’s
Kokoda diggers. Kokoda Front Line,
as it came to be titled, became one
of dozens of wartime documentaries
under consideration for the 1942
Academy Award. On the presentation
night in March 1943 four Oscar nominations vied for Best Documentary:
Battle of Midway, Moscow Strikes
Back, Prelude to War and Australia’s

Val Gardener in his 90s. PAGE 18 PICTURE: The famous photo of 23-year-old Lieutenant
Valentine G Gardner, D Company 2/14th Battalion. is displayed in the SSAA Victoria Springvale
clubrooms and the National War Museum, Canberra.

Kokoda Front Line. Kokoda Front

its moving presentation of the brav-

Line went on to win its category and

ery and fortitude of our Australian

became the first Australian film ever

comrades in arms”.

to have received an Academy Award.
The Kokoda Front Line Oscar inscrip-

Val is still recognised and honoured

tion reads: “For its effectiveness in

at the annual SSAA Victoria Service

portraying simply yet forcefully, the

Rifle Awards Night through the pres-

scene of war in New Guinea and for

tigious Val Gardner Award.

On strike

Ross Williams explores how a firing pin affects a rifle’s accuracy

J

ust as a chain is no stronger than its
weakest link, our cartridges’ shot-toshot performance is no more uniform
than the firing pin impact which sets them
off. The impact has to be the right kind as
well.

Striker protrusion:
Striker A is close to
the minimum, while
B is near maximum.

CONTINUED PAGE 20
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There we have two facts, both useful
yet both widely ignored. Let’s explore the subject, starting with some
basics for the new shooters in our
midst.
The business end of the firing pin is
called the striker. To get the best out
of modern centrefire rifle primers, the
striker’s tip should be hemispherical
(that is, shaped like half a ball) and
based on a standard striker diameter
of 1.77mm to 1.9mm (0.070-0.075”).
A hemisphere of this size should
indent the primer correctly, provided
the firing pin delivers the required
energy.
But the striker’s protrusion must be
okay, too. Here protrusion refers to
the distance between the face of the
bolt or breech block and the foremost
point on the striker tip, when the
striker is in the fired position. More
on this in a moment.
When the major sporting arms designers develop an ignition system,
they measure the extent to which a
copper crusher is indented and shortened by the striker. Thus they focus
on the work to be done by the striker,
rather than its size and shape alone.
That’s why a few rifles have rather
thin strikers. The old Remington
788’s slender 1.5mm (0.060”) striker
is one example.
Without the necessary testing equipment, what can we do when we have
to make a new striker or adjust its
protrusion? Or give a riflesmith the
dimensions we want?
Firstly, we should ensure that the
striker’s diameter is within the standard range, mentioned earlier. If this
includes reducing the diameter of the
original, the striker hole will need to
be bushed.
Secondly, the protrusion should be
somewhere between a minimum of
1.27mm (0.050”) and a maximum of

1.65mm (0.065”). I like 1.35mm to
1.42mm (0.053 – 0.056”), but for no
better reasons than that this range
works well and hasn’t overtaxed my
limited metal working skills.
Anything over 1.65mm protrusion is
considered excessive. When a striker
sticks out too far, the firing pin loses
some of its kinetic energy. This loss
can result in erratic ignition.
Why less energy? If the striker protrudes too much, the firing pin will
halt before it should. Energy being
the product of mass times acceleration times distance, the shorter travel
must yield less clout.
A fraction of a millimetre can make
quite a difference to the energy developed by the rifle’s ignition system.
Provided the striker’s shape, diameter and protrusion are all okay, there
are other ways to improve the effectiveness of its impact.
If we lighten the firing pin, the available energy will remain the same but
the character of the striker blow will
change for the better. In layman’s
terms, it will be a sharper blow than
before, and laboratory experiments
have indicated that this will improve
the uniformity and reliability of the
modern boxer primer’s response.
We can also operate on the mainspring, which drives the firing pin.
Most mainsprings are coil springs, so
they rotate as they expand. Consequently, the ends of the spring matter.
Roughness and lack of squareness
lead to variations in friction at both
ends, which translate into shot-toshot variations in performance.
Solution: machine the ends to make
them smooth, flat and square to the
spring’s axis. Then lubricate them
with a light, low-friction product such
as molybdenum disulphide (MoS2)
or Teflon-based oil. Also clean and
lightly lube all contacting surfaces on
and around the spring, inside the bolt
or breech block. No grease, please.
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As well as improving shot-to-shot
performance in these ways, the
speeding-up of the firing pin brings
another benefit. It shortens the lock
time. This is the time taken from the
instant of the firing pin’s release to
the instant of the striker’s impact, and
is usually measured in milliseconds,
i.e. thousandths of a second).
Shorter lock times give less time for
the quarry to move, or a puff of wind
to interfere, or (dare I say it) for the
shooter to pull the shot off line. Think
of all the things that can go wrong
with a rifle shot, and a shorter lock
time will reduce the effect of all of
them.
(A stronger mainspring is another option but calls for engineering
calculations. Remember also that a
stronger mainspring will affect the
cocking effort and the trigger pull,
often unfavorably.)
Last point. To ensure that all primers
are struck with the same force, we
must ensure that the distance travelled by the striker tip is always the
same. Handloaders can do this by
making sure that all primer pockets
have the same depth. Basically that
means milling the bottoms of the
shallower pockets.
Erratic ignition can result from
pockets being too deep, so keep
to industry tolerances. For Small
Rifle pockets, the maximum depth is
3.12mm (0.123”). Minimum is 2.97mm
(0.117”). For Large Rifle pockets, the
maximum depth is 3.35mm (0.132”),
the minimum being 3.18mm (0.125”).
For those without access to a machine shop, hand tools for deepening
primer pockets can be tracked down.
Some are adjustable; others aren’t.
As with all such specialised equipment, however, it’s a good idea to
ask around before importing a unit
from overseas, in case someone has
brought in a few.
© Copyright R. Williams, April 2016

AROUND THE TRAPS

1
PICTURES 1-4: About 25 members attended the Marong Pistol Club
Xmas Shoot last year, in the last get together before the holiday break.
More information can be seen in Branches and Sub-Club News on page 23.
Over the February Feral Animal Control Program the Field Hunters Club
members managed 20 foxes and 90 rabbits and has now removed
more than 1200 rabbits from properties it assists. Field observations
from last month indicate that fox numbers appear much higher than
this time last year, while even with the low rainfall there remains large
numbers of Wood Ducks on many dams however quail numbers in
Central Victoria stubble paddocks seemed almost non-existent possibly
due to fox numbers.

2

4

3

‘Roo Paul’ posed for a picture in front of his wildlife carers’ vehicle last
month, while being released at Eagle Park.

A handful of SSAA Victoria and Australian Deer Association members
attended a reconnaissance weekend at Wilsons Promontory in
February, ahead of another hog deer trial.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU
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AROUND THE TRAPS
Got some pictures to share?
If you have taken some recent pictures of
yourself or friends at the ranges, an event
or out on a hunt, send them to the editor
for inclusion in our new ‘Around the Traps’
section. Email caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.
com.au or drop them into the State Office.

A pair of ducks swimming on the lake at Werribee Park.
LEFT: The
resident bat
colony at
Werribee
Park.
RIGHT:
The
beautiful
lake on the
grounds of
the historic
Werribee
Park.

The lucky winner of the SSAA Victoria Wild Deer Expo
Facebook giveaway, Damien, with his new Beretta
Australia gun safe, valued at $510.

Parks Victoria, SSAA and ADA assessing the Oberon Bay Hog Deer Trial plans in February.

Australian
Deer
Association’s
Caping
Demonstration
was a huge hit
with attendees
at the Wild
Deer Expo.

In early March, SSAA Victoria set up a stall at the Wild Deer Expo in
Bendigo, with helpers from the SSAA Bendigo Branch.
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BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS
DEER STALKERS
CLUB

ARMS & MILITARIA
COLLECTORS CLUB
The AMCC is a club that caters for people
who have an interest in older-type firearms and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group made up of very
keen members who have an extensive
knowledge of most firearms, books and
cartridges. If you have the same hobbies
then you must belong to a nominated
collectors club to obtain a collector’s
licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range
and meet on the first Thursday of each
month at 8pm.

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 minutes west of Bendigo)
General shooting: First and third
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for
members. Undercover benches, target
frames supplied. 25, 50, 100, 200m.
Safety and Family Firearms Education (SAFFE) Program: Second
Sunday each month from 10am to noon.
$6 (ammunition cost). Basic training for
beginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.
Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire,
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for
a copy.
Contact: Branch President Vic Alexander, 0438 353 425
Website: ssaabendigo.com.au
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: PO Box 1098			
Bendigo, Vic. 3552

Benchrest Practice First Saturday
each month

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the
third Wednesday of each month and
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is
our suggestion to come along for a few
meetings and see if you like the feel of
the club before you join.

Military Rifle

First Sunday each
month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Practice

Second Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Second Sunday
each month

The club arranges talks on hunting and
gear selection at its meets, and each
year there is free hunter training for
members.

Big Game Rifle
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday
each month

Muzzle Loaders

Third Saturday
each month

Benchrest
Competition

Third Sunday each
month

Little River Raiders Single Action

Third Sunday each
month

Pistol Silhouette

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Competition

Fourth Sunday
each month

Rifle Competition*

Fourth Sunday
each month

For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

EAGLE PARK
RANGE

For further details, contact the State
Office between 9am to 5pm on 03 8892
2777 or email Robert Lemm at amccvic@
optusnet.com.au

BENDIGO
BRANCH

Schedule of events

The Eagle Park Range caters for all
disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. The
main range caters for all rifles, from air
rifles to the largest calibres. The range is
approved to 500m, for all rifle calibres.
Opening hours:
Friday 9am – 5pm
Saturday 9am – 5pm
Sunday 9am – 5pm
Monday 9am – 5pm
Phone: 03 5283 1575
The range is home to the following
Clubs:
•

3rd Military District Shooting Sports
Club

•

Big Game Rifle Club

•

Little River Raiders Single Action

•

Little River Sporting Clays

•

Melbourne Benchrest Club

•

Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club

•

Practical Pistol League of Australia

•

Victorian Muzzle Loaders

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette

•

Arms and Militaria Collectors Club

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club

•

Youth Training Scheme

Website: ssaavic.com.au/index.php/
clubs-branches/clubs

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle,
Metallic Silhouette, 3 Position and novelty shoots.
Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors
firearm safety and correct shooting techniques. The Eagle Park Youth Training
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of
the month.

FIELD HUNTERS
CLUB
To help foster and develop hunter ethics,
hunter training and opportunity.
To foster the sustainable use of game.
To improve hunting for the future.
The club was set up in the late 1980s
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to
foster camaraderie among their fellow
hunters. The club offers a relaxed,
friendly and casual environment, with
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over 250 active members. Come along to
one of our general meetings to see what
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or
a meal at Bruno’s café. General meetings
are held on the first Wednesday of every
month except January, at the Springvale
SSAA Range 714-716 Princes Highway
from 7.30 pm.

is a great way for members to chat and
organise hunts among themselves, so
you could soon find that you have too
much hunting available and not enough
time to fit it all in.

We strive to provide members with both
hunting opportunities and training. There
are plenty of opportunities for members
to get out and do what they joined for
and that is to hunt. As a bonus, you
meet like-minded hunters and often form
lifelong friendships.

•

Feral Animal Control Program hunts.

•

Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize
of $1500 for any hunting-related
equipment.

•

Aussie Disposals discount night.

•

Weekly fox drives, held in South
Gippsland.

If you are looking for an active hunting
club then look no further.

•

4WD training course

•

Field to Fork game meet tasting
night.

Member benefits include:

•

NSW R-Licence pig and goat hunts.

• Access to the FREE extensive hunting
DVD library.

•

Butchering and techniques.

•

Pistol shooting.

• The monthly newsletter.
• Guest speakers from a wide range
of organisations, governing bodies or
training providers, keeping members
informed about what’s happening in the
hunting space.

In the past few months the club has delivered the following events to members:

Pictures of recent events:

• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, normally
$20.
• Organised hunting trips, including:
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck
shooting as pest control on rice crops
during November and December, NSW
R-Licence hunts, weekly organised fox
drives during the cold months.
• On top of this, members have direct access to the club’s own Feral Animal Control Program, which has access to a major
area of prime hunting throughout Victoria,
all within two hours of Springvale.
If you’re thinking of getting into or back
into hunting, and want to get on the
ground on a variety of different properties on a monthly or fortnightly basis
then we are the club for you and your
friends.
Our own Feral Animal Control Program
hunts provide a platform that offers
guidance and training to enhance member skills and safety in the field since we
introduced this platform members have
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77
foxes.
On top of all of this the club has a closed
Facebook group, just for members. This
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Our shooting stages (scenarios) are
based on the ‘Old West’ – either incidents out of history, or our translation
of classic Western movies or the old TV
series.

So what are you waiting for, expand
your hunting horizon and come see for
yourself.
Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay
for membership online.

Visitors are welcome to come along to
any of our competitions and, if they like,
they may try their hand at Single Action
shooting under instruction. The only
thing you need is a desire to enjoy yourself and have fun with people dressed
in cowboy gear, using period firearms or
faithful replicas.
For further information please look us up
at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or contact the Secretary Tiresome (aka Tony
Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email littleriverraiders@yahoo.com.au

LITTLE RIVER
RAIDERS

LITTLE RIVER
SPORTING CLAYS

Little River Raiders is a Single Action
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle
Park Range, at Little River. Single Action
shooting is a living history sport which
uses the firearms of the American ‘Old
West’.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd,
Little River.

Participants are required to adopt a
persona typical of the era, and to dress
accordingly, so a darned good sense of
humour comes in handy for those who
want to join in.
Club competitions are held on the third
Sunday of every month. We shoot coach
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols,
lever- and pump-action rifles. Black
powder – cartridge and percussion
pistol – is also a recognised category
of Single Action, and our black powder
shooters add to the atmosphere, with
lots of smoke and noise to entertain all.
Shooter categories are established so as
to cater for all age groups, both sexes,
and different skill mixes.
We also have long-range rifle competitions where speed is not as important as
accuracy. These events use single shot,
lever- and pump-action rifles ranging
from .22 to big bore buffalo rifles.
All matches are run under the rules of
the Single Action Shooting Society.

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay
targets using our amazing terrain to
provide shooters with a great experience.
All levels of shooters are welcome with
many seasoned hands available to provide direction and advice. We encourage
our shooters to join our club and become
involved in setting up the grounds.
Please give us a call or send an email.
Our practice days are on the second
Sunday of each month running from
10am-5pm. The cost is $10 for 30 targets
and you can shoot as many rounds as
you wish. We are also able to set up particular practice targets for you wherever
possible.
Our competition days are the fourth
Sunday of each month with nominations opening at 9.30am and closing at
10:30am.
The competition usually consists of 75
targets at a nomination cost of $45, less
for ladies, juniors and pensioners and
sub juniors shoot for free. Our last competition day was August 24, with Simon
Sammut winning overall, with a great
score of 71. We have prizes for each
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grade including vets, ladies, juniors and
sub juniors.
We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial
FITASC old style shoot on August 10. It
was a lovely day and Chris Brown was
the overall winner. Lots of fun was had
with raffle prizes and wonderful food
provided by the Panetta family – a great
way to remember Vince.
Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828,
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au
Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

MARONG PISTOL
CLUB
The Marong Pistol Club kicked off its
Xmas shoot with a metal falling plate and
rotating star target course of fire made
by Rob.
Everyone was a bit laid back, but the
members started to fire up with new
course of fire being pistol, lever-action
rifle and shotgun. Some 25 members
turned up to enjoy the day. Lunch was
provided with sweets (that we did not
need) thanks to Yvette and helpers.
We appreciated the presence of SSAA
Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jack Wegman, who travelled up to see the range
first hand and award the many prizes.
Rob won on the day, just tipping off John.
Rob was caught out cheating, but we let
him off, to make him feel good for Xmas.
The club provides black powder, pistol
and rifle, centrefire, sports and metallic
silhouette in small and big bore.
Thanks to all who helped run the shoots
for the year and the Xmas shoot as well.

MELBOURNE
SPORTING RIFLE CLUB
Melbourne Sporting Rifle Club’s 2016
calendar is below.
Springvale:
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Date

9.30am

12.30pm

Jan 17

No shoot

Feb 21

Air Rifle 3P

Rimfire 3P

March
20

Air Rifle 10m
Precision

Rimfire
Field Rifle

April 17

Air Rifle Silhouette 80
Targets

May 15

No shoot

June 19

Air Rifle 3P

Rimfire
NRA 3P 120
shots

July 17

Air Rifle
Silhouette

Rimfire
Field Rifle

Aug 21

Air Rifle 10m
Precision*

Rimfire 3P

Sep 18

Air Rifle Silhouette SSAA
VIC State Champs
80 targets

Oct 16

Air Rifle 10m
Precision

Rimfire
Field Rifle*

Nov 20

Air Rifle
Silhouette

Rimfire
Field Rifle*

*Eligible for entry into National Postal
Comp
Little River:
Date

9.30am

Jan 24

No shoot

Feb 28

Centrefire 3P
SSAA State
Champs

Noon
Rimfire
3P SSAA
State
Champs

March 27 No shoot

For more information contact Bill on
0408 323 060 or Jenny at dejen@jeheda.
com

MILITARY RIFLE
CLUB
We are dedicated to the safe, competitive use of military firearms. Friendly and
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions
are held at the SSAA Little River Range
on the first and second Sundays of the
month. The first Sunday (9am start)
of the month events include the main
event, a 3 Position competition over
100m, 200m and 300m, plus the specialty event, which includes rapid fire and is
different each month. A long-range event
at 500m is held three times a year. The
second Sunday (11am start) main event
is the 3P Trainer Competition on a mini
3P target over 50m, 75m and 100m,
using military trainer rifles (.22 and 310
calibers) The MRC State Titles are held
in April at the Dookie Agricultural College. Club rifles are available.
Other special away events are held in
partnership with several VRA clubs and
other Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s General Meeting for all members is held at
the SSAA Springvale Range on the fourth
Thursday of the month at 8pm.New
members, juniors and visitors are always
welcome. Come along and support your
club. Annual membership is $35 for
adults and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to
17yrs inclusive)

April 24

Centrefire
Field Rifle

Rimfire
Field Rifle

May 22

Centrefire
Silhouette

Rimfire
Silhouette
60 Targets

Website: www.vicmrc.com

June 26

Centrefire 3P

Rimfire 3P

Phone: Ian Garth, 0408 568 083

July 24

Keith Barnett Memorial
Rimfire Silhouette
80 targets

Aug 28

Centrefire
Field Rifle

Sep 25

Centrefire & Rimfire Metallic Silhouette SSAA VIC
State Champs

Rimfire
Field Rifle

Oct 23

Centrefire & Rimfire Field
Rifle SSAA VIC State
Champs

Nov 27

Centrefire
Silhouette

Rimfire
Silhouette
60 targets

Email: milrifle@yahoo.com.au

SHEPPARTON
BRANCH
Sporting clays competition
Sunday, July 31, 2016
SSAA Shepparton Branch, located in 1170
Midland Highway Shepparton, is hosting
a clay target sporting competition.
Competitors will shoot 100 targets over
three different grounds – 33, 33, 34.
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Arrive at 9.30am for a 10am start. Hot
food and drinks available at the indoor
canteen.
Contact: Tony Connell, 0419 331 374

SPORTING SHOOTERS
PISTOL CLUB
The SSPC is a friendly and social handgun shooting club with over 400 members which runs primarily from the SSAA
Springvale range.
Competitions and practices are held on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and
Sundays from noon.
A variety of competitions are shot, including ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire
and Classic Pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m,
Service Match, IPSC and Metallic Silhouette (at Eagle Park range). Our website
contains a full calendar of competitions
and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome. We run
regular Introduction to Handguns courses which will teach you the basics of
handgun safety and shooting fundamentals as well as provide an introduction
to joining the club. The course consists
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60
minutes on the range firing a variety of
club handguns. The course costs $65 and
includes range entry and ammunition.
Bookings for the course are taken online
at our website or at the front desk at
Springvale Range. Completing the introduction course is the first step in joining
our club.
Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee
and thereafter a $100 membership fee
due at the end of April of each year.
Range entry fees are separate and paid
directly to the SSAA, however yearly
range entry passes are available from
our club.
For more information please see our
website at:
Website: www.sspc.org.au
Contact: info@sspc.org.au
Sebastian (Secretary): 0417 034 325
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SPRINGVALE
PISTOL CLUB
The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:
•

•
•

Affiliation with the peak bodies
in Victoria and Australia for national and international handgun
competitions.
Instruction, coaching and training for
competition-oriented shooters
A home base at the SSAA Springvale
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members,
many of whom actively train for and
shoot competitions at local, state and
interstate events.
Shooting is a sport that does not present
a barrier to anyone who wishes to get
involved - neither age, physical ability nor
gender are barriers to enjoying the sport
of pistol shooting.
It does require a high degree of self-discipline, attention to detail and willingness
to learn if you are to progress to high
levels of performance, but it is also a
great pastime for those who have less
time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has
many facilities for the use of members.
Those who wish to learn the disciplines
of target shooting and how to shoot
them well are welcome to join our growing membership. SPC shoots on Wednesday nights.
Email: secretary@springvalepc.org
Website: www.springvalepc.org

SSAA SPRINGVALE
RANGE
The Springvale shooting range is open
every day of the week. The facility,
which includes a licensed bar, lounge,
and restaurant, caters to: 22 rifles only
at 50m (no magnums); 25-50m pistol
ranges and 10m air rifle.
The range hosts a number of competitions throughout the week, as well as ca-

tering for corporate and group shooting
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday
parties and community activities.
The 50m, .22 main range is available
to the public and members. Unlicensed
shooters are welcome to come down and
use the facility under the guidance of
experienced range officers/instructors.
Loan firearms are available at the range.
Trading hours:
Monday to Friday: 5pm to 9pm
Saturday: 10am to 6pm
Sunday: Noon to 5pm
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours

Mar 10

Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6
Off Hand 2x5
Standing Post 2x5
Sitting Post 2x5 / R5

Mar 24

Field Rifle / R5

April 14

10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

Apri 28

10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

May 12

AGM – 7:00pm @ Taco
Bill’s, Springvale

May 26

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

June 9

10m Rimfire Open Sights
/ R5

June 23

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

July 14

Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6
& Off Hand 2x5 Standing
Post 2x5 & Sitting Post 2x5
/ R5

July 28

Field Rifle / R5

Aug 11

3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Aug 25

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

Sep 8

10m Air Rifle Precision* /
Air

Sep 22

10m Air Rifle Precision* /
Air

Oct 13

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

Oct 27

Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 &
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 10

Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 &
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 24

Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 &
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Dec 8

Christmas Fun Shoot /
Presentations / R5

Dec 16
or 17

Christmas Party - Venue to
be advised

Contact: Assistant Range Manager Raymond Tan, springvale@ssaavic.com.au

SSAA VIC
WOMEN’S GROUP
For women who love to combine shooting and socialising!
We meet on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.
Multi Disciplines: Practise and competition, 3P, field rifle, practical rifle, sports
rifle, air rifle, stuff we make up as we go.
Shooter of the Month Awards, Shooter of
the Year Award.
Annual membership fee: $20
Annual target levy: $50
Need more information?
Club Secretary: Jenny, dejen@jeheda.
com
Club PR Officer: Zdenka, 0418 562 257
Club Coach: Bill O’Connor, 0408 323 060
Calendar of events for 2016:
Jan 14

3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Jan 28

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

Feb 11

25m Precision - Animal
Silhouettes Rd1 / R5

Feb

25m Precision - Animal
Silhouettes Rd2 / R5

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

VICTORIAN MUZZLE
LOADING CLUB
Rekindle the spirit of black powder firearm sporting shooting with the VMLC.
Relive the excitement of bygone days by
shooting black powder firearms, a truly
engrossing and satisfying sport. Everyone is welcomed to attend the VMLC
monthly competitions at the SSAA (Vic)
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Eagle Park Shooting Complex near Little
River on the third Saturday of every
month. Even if you don’t own any Muzzle
Loading or black powder firearms, knowledgeable and generous VMLC members
are always eager to give you a few shots!
Competitions are organised for all black
powder original and reproduction firearms including cap and ball, cartridge
and single-shot handguns, muzzle loading long-arms including flint, percussion,
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile,
smooth bore musket cartridge rifle, and
muzzle loading and cartridge shotgun.
From January to October competitions
are held. Prize-winners are presented
with cards as well as trophies for the
various championships, such as Breech
Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Rifle, Traditional Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long
Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading
Shotgun, and Handgun.
For November many members camp at
Eagle Park for the two-day State Championships where lots of black powder and
lead is expended during the day, and at
night everyone relaxes at the free barbecue exchanging black powder stories and
generally having a good time. December
is set aside for some traditional competitions, such as cannon and novelty events.
VMLC membership also includes an entertaining and informed newsletter, The
Ramrod, which is sent to members every
month. The Ramrod includes shooters’
scores, VMLC record scores, coming
events and additional articles of interest
to the black powder enthusiast.
For more information contact VMLC
President Jim Morraitis on 03 9401 1955
during business hours, visit www.vmlc.
com.au or Facebook at www.facebook.
com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twitter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest search
for victorian muzzle loading club.

WODONGA
BRANCH
WARNING: West Wodonga Shooting
Complex Ranges will be closed on the
first Wednesday of each month until

further notice.

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)

Reminder: SSAA NSW Members 20152016 range attendances closed March 31,
2016

First Sunday – NO SHOOTING ON
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)

Upcoming major events - Rifle range:
May 27-30, 2016 Annual Big Game Rifle
Match
Wodonga Range Fees as at 1 January
2016
Day range pass:
SSAA members
Adult

$10

Pensioner

$5

Junior

Free

Non members
Adult

$20

Pensioner

$15

Junior

Free

Other fees:
Target Frame Hire

$5

Targets

$1 each

Competition Fee

$5

Range passes
(SSAA members
only)
Annual range
passes

Third Saturday
•
1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic
Silhouette
Third Sunday
•
10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any
L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
•
10.15am-noon Handgun Club Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday
•
10.45am 300m Fly Shoot for any
firearm
•
12.30pm 200m fox shoot
Fifth Sunday
•
10am - 4pm general shooting

$65
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range
$35
passes (pensioner)
Six month range
passes

First Saturday
•
1pm -3pm Training programs and
group bookings
Second Sunday
•
11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest
.22 lr
•
Noon .22 Rim-Fire 100mtr Fly
Shoot
•
1pm .22 lr Rim fire Metallic
Silhouette

$35
Jan 1 to Jun 30

Wodonga range matters
Upon arriving at the range, leave your
firearms securely locked in your vehicle
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who
will be wearing a high-visibility vest.
The RO will guide you to sign the range
attendance sheet and take your range
fees. The RO will instruct you on when
you may bring firearms from a vehicle
to the firing line and when you may take
firearms from the firing line back to a
vehicle.
The use of correct eye and hearing
protection is compulsory for all people
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not
acceptable.
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Wednesday 10am-noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and general shooting practice is welcome on all
scheduled competition days.
Wodonga Handgun Club calendar
The range calendar can be view on the
SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club website at
http://www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au
Norske Skog Young Achiever of the
Year Awards
Congratulations to Kyal Sharpe, Wodonga Handgun Club’s up-and-coming
junior IPSC shooter. Up against some of
Allbury/Wodonga’s finest young achievers from all sports, including basketball,
waterpolo, clay target shooting and even
dragon boat racing, Kyal was one of 12
nominees for the Young Achiever of the
Year Award.

BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS
2016 IPSC Victorian State teams
and representatives for upcoming
IPSC Nationals

all dogs and handlers to polish up for
the forthcoming season.

The committee and members of WHGC
would like to congratulate the following
members on entering the 2016 IPSC
Nationals, which were hosted in South
Australia in late March.

The next training day is Sunday, April 17.

Open division gold team: Richard
Sharpe and Kyal Sharpe. Open division
Silver team: Jason Nolan. Classic division silver team: Vin Shuey.
Contact: President Josh Knight,
jaek1@me.com or 0488 970 293.
Secretary Faith Porter, secretary@
ssaawodonga.org.au, PO Box 501
Wodonga VIC 3689.

WORKING GUN
DOGS
Duck Opening Practice Day
In what has become a WGAA tradition,
the 2016 Duck Opening Practice day
went off with a bang. Thirty-five plus
handlers and their dogs enjoyed the
three realistic duck hunting scenarios that were set up by the retrieving
sub-committee.
These guys worked tirelessly on the
Saturday setting up the water runs for
the next day. High birds, low birds, doubles, a combination of water and land
runs – there was ample opportunity for

Monthly training

This year there will be a greater
emphasis on puppy and beginner dog
training. The plan is to have a number
of smaller classes taken by experienced
club members so that we can tailor the
training to the specific needs of the
new dogs.
Gundog training is on the third Sunday
of each month and our new venue has
proved to be very successful. See our
blog for directions to the site - just google ‘wgaa blog’ or contact the Training
Officer, Kevin Phelps 0407 091 221.
The club has an extensive range of
training equipment which includes
several electronic throwers, a ‘backing’
dog, retrieving dummies, stake-out
chains and release traps
As usual, kick off is at 9am with a BBQ
and raffle at noon.
Anyone with a gundog is welcome. Any
queries please contact our Training Officer, Kevin Phelps – 0407 091 221.
Facebook
WGAA is on Facebook.
WGAA blog
View reports and slideshows of WGAA
events on WGAA’s blog at http://wgaa.
blogspot.com or just google - wgaa blog

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

29

Hunting’s future
depends on you
Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.
As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect animals

Respect the hunt

• Only take what you can use

• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Lead by example
• Respect our cultural heritage

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)
with you
• Bury or remove animal remains

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them
• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Keep campfires safe

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Leave your campsite clean

• Only enter private property with permission

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect the laws

Respect other hunters
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping
in the same area as other people
• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field
• Share your knowledge and skills with others

• Take time to know the laws and act within them
at all times
• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting
• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au
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