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In this edition I would 
like to inform all 
members of the 

positive results we have 
received for the last 
financial year. We are 
in the strongest position 
we have ever been. 

Our net assets have increased by 20 per cent – from 
$5 million to $6 million – in the last year. We also 
now have $2.5 million in cash holdings, which is 
attracting interest. Following this positive result, we 
have many capital works projects planned for our 
ranges. 

The Federal Election was two months ago but we are 
still waiting for the results of the Senate and 20 seats 
in the House of Representatives. We do know that Mal-
colm Turnbull will remain Prime Minister and that the 
Coalition will have a reduced majority. It may well work 
in our interest to have a reduced majority because 
the Coalition may be more amenable to shooters. The 
successful campaigning of Pauline Hanson and Derryn 
Hinch has seen them secure Senate seats. Ms Han-
son, who is not anti-gun, could work in our favour as 
she may balance out Mr Hinch and the Greens. 

Also happening at the moment is the recruitment of a 
Hunting Development Manager at the SSAA Victoria 
State Office. The long-term objective of the role is to 
restore SSAA Victoria’s pre-eminent position as the 
sector leader on hunting-related matters. 

All members eligible to vote should now have received 
their ballot papers for the 2016 SSAA Victoria Board 
Election. I encourage all members to exercise their 
right to vote and shape the future direction of the As-
sociation. The Annual General Meeting will be held at 
the Sandown Park Hotel, across the highway from the 
Springvale Range, on September 18.

Finally, the Sydney SHOT Expo was held on June 25 
and 26. More than 15,000 people attended the event, 
which was a record. The SHOT Expo will be held in 
Melbourne on May 20 and 21 next year. Planning has 
already begun for this event and we are looking for-
ward to putting on a bigger and better SHOT Expo than 
last year. 

DENIS MORONEY
SSAA Victoria President
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Letters: Have your say in The Victorian Shooter. Email 
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Front cover picture: SSAA member Nate Ward has developed 
a smartphone app, Hunt Mate, to help hunters stay within the 
legal boundaries.    
                                                              PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson
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Saving our little devils
Devil Ark Chief Executive Officer Tim Faulkner and SSAA NSW Executive Director Di Melham have announced a partnerhsip between the two 
organisations.

Sporting Shooters 
Association of Australia 
(NSW) has partnered with 

Devil Ark, a registered charity 
organisation dedicated to ensuring 
the survival of the endangered 
Tasmanian devil.

The iconic Tasmanian devil is at 
serious risk of extinction from the 
highly contagious Devil Facial Tu-
mour Disease (DFTD).  Unfortunately 
for the devil, it bites frequently when 
feeding, socialising and mating, so 
the disease has spread quickly.  

The population of wild Tasmanian 
devils has plummeted by more than 
90 per cent since 1996 when the first 
case of DFTD was discovered. DFTD 
is an infectious cancer that only 
affects Tasmanian devils. There is no 
known cure for the disease.

According to Devil Ark, it is not clear 
where the disease originated from or 
if poisons, herbicides or other pollut-
ants contributed to it. If the current 
trend of population decline continues, 
the Tasmanian devil will be extinct 
within just a few years. 

In an effort to secure a population 
of healthy devils, Devil Ark joined a 
captive breeding program in 2010. 
Starting with 44 animals, the program 
was a mainland breeding sanctuary 
for devils, while DFTD ravaged the 
native Tasmanian population. The 
program is producing disease-free, 
healthy devils, with the aim of re-
leasing them to Tasmania once the 
disease has been bred out.

Devil Ark is located at Barrington 
Tops in NSW – 1350m above sea 
level. The vegetation and cool, wet 
and snowy conditions emulate the 

Tasmanian environment the devils 
are used to. The ‘Ark’ is now the most 
successful captive breeding facility 
for Tasmanian devils holding 154 an-
imals. According to its website, in the 
last breeding season, Devil Ark bred 
36 of the 89 devil joeys in Australia 
that year, equalling 40 per cent of 
joeys born in captivity Australia-wide.

SSAA NSW has continually promot-
ed the importance of conservation, 
ethical hunting and the important role 
played by its members in protecting 
the environment, native and endan-
gered species. Diana Melham, SSAA 
NSW’s Executive Director and Devil 
Ark ambassador, sees the Associa-
tion’s partnership with Devil Ark as a 
perfect opportunity to participate in a 
successful initiative and promote the 
commitment of SSAA NSW and its 
members to conservation.

CONTINUED PAGE 4
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“SSAA NSW has continually promot-
ed the importance of conserving our 
environment and protecting native 
fauna and flora, so this is a great 
project to be involved in” she said. 
“We also promote the importance 
and value of the role played by many 
SSAA members in protecting the 
environment as well as native and 
endangered species.”

The Tasmanian devil was once found 
across the whole of Australia. It is the 
world’s largest surviving marsupial 
carnivore, which will eat anything 
of animal origin, including insects, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mam-
mals. Male devils weigh between 8kg 
and 14kg and are about 65cm long, 
while females weigh between 5kg and 
9kg and are about 57cm in length. If 
undisturbed by disease or other is-
sues, the animals can live up to five or 
six years in the wild, and a devil in cap-
tivity can live as long as eight years.

But on the Australian mainland, com-
petition with Dingos led to the decline 
and subsequent extinction of devils. 
Without Tasmanian devils, fox, cat 
and dog populations have flourished 
on the mainland. The reduction of 
devils in Tasmania has now also im-
pacted the ecology of the state. Ac-
cording to Devil Ark’s website, ecolo-
gists believe that the decreasing devil 
population has a highly detrimental 
impact on the environment as well as 
agricultural industries. Feral cats and 
dogs are present in Tasmania, but 

they have never really established 
themselves as pests. One of the 
biggest threats posed as a result of 
the decline in devil numbers is the 
introduction of invasive species, like 
foxes, feral dogs and cats.

The success of the Devil Ark breed-
ing program could lead to Tasmanian 
devils being released on mainland 
Australia. Their release could assist 
with controlling feral cat and fox pop-
ulations as they are likely to eat cubs, 
according to Project supervisor Dean 
Reid, who spoke about Devil Ark at 
Sydney SHOT Expo.

“I don’t think you’ll ever find a sudden 
release, but a planned release into 
the mainland is something that we 
should really consider, as a way of 
mitigating and managing the current 
invasive species issue here in Aus-
tralia,” Devil Ark Campaign Manager, 
Jennifer Croes told ABC online. 

CONTINUED PAGE 5

The Devil Ark logo.
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Devil Ark Chief Executive Officer Tim 
Faulkner said the registered charity 
relied on external support from proj-
ect partners such as SSAA NSW to 
maintain the facility. “We’re eternally 
thankful for all those who support us 
in our mission to save the Tasmanian 
Devil from extinction,” he said. “We 
don’t want to end up with another sad 
Australian mammal extinction like we 
did with the Tasmanian Tiger.” Devil 

Ark offers paid tours of the facility to 
visitors and allows people to ‘adopt a 
Devil’ as a means of fundraising. 

SSAA NSW provides hunter edu-
cation, training and accreditation 
as well as various opportunities for 
members to participate in pest ani-
mal management and conservation 
activities. Initiatives such as SSAA 
Farmer Assist and the National Parks 
Supplementary Pest Control program 
are perfect examples of the valuable 

contribution to conservation made by 
SSAA and its members. 

The partnership with Devil Ark is an 
excellent example of SSAA NSW’s 
commitment to conservation and pro-
tection of Australia’s diverse environ-
ment, habitats and native wildlife.

FAST FACTS
• Devil Ark’s facility was 
opened in 2010 and started 
with only 44 founder devils.

• Devil Ark currently has over 
150 healthy devils roaming in 
its 13 free-range facilities. 

• Over 150 healthy, geneti-
cally diverse and disease-free 
joeys have been born over five 
breeding seasons.

• The first batch of 22 devils 
were released back home in 
Tasmania in November 2015.

• For more information visit 
www.devilark.org.au.

Some of the Tasmanian devils at the 
Devil Ark captive breeding facility.

The SSAA Legislative Action (SSAA-
LA) department has been informed 
that the temporary import ban on le-
ver-action shotguns of more than five 
shots has been extended until the 
National Firearms Agreement (NFA) 
review is complete. 

The NFA review came to a standstill 
during the Federal Election cam-
paign, but recent discussions have 
been held and the review is set to be 
finalised by the end of the year.

The announcement means that 
lever-action shotguns with a maga-
zine capacity of more than five shots, 
including the Adler A110, will contin-
ue to be restricted from importation, 
as detailed in an official Explanatory 

Memorandum issued by the Federal 
Government.

The Firearms Industry Reference 
Group (FIRG), which discusses 
issues affecting firearms owners 
directly with Justice Minister Michael 
Keenan and includes representatives 
from the SSAA, is set to reconvene 

as per the Coalition’s pre-election 
promise and the SSAA-LA’s calls for 
the group to continue. 

The FIRG will be discussing this 
issue and others in the coming 
months. Until then, the SSAA-LA will 
keep our members informed on the 
latest news as it comes to hand.

Adler A110 ban extended
The Adler 
A110 
seven-shot 
lever-action 
shotgun was 
banned last 
year after 
a media 
campaign 
against its 
importation.
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A rural town in south-east 
Queensland made national 
headlines last month, when 

it was revealed a kindergarten 
was issuing pretend gun licences 
to children. The C&K’s Kilkivan 
Kindergarten introduced the 
licences to three and four-year-olds 
who wanted to bring toy guns for 
free time or ‘show and tell’.

Since first hitting the press, the 
kindergarten gun licence story has 
flooded the media and been printed 
in the Courier Mail, the Brisbane 
Times, ABC online and various other 
news sources. The reactions from 
the media, the public, the shooting 
industry and the parents has varied 
between anger over the regulation of 
children’s play things to concerns the 
policy encourages firearm use and 
support for educating children about 
firearms safety from a young age. 

The policy works as follows: If a child 
wants to bring in a toy gun to kinder, 

they must first obtain their ‘licence’. 
The licence rules stipulate the 
children are only to shoot at targets, 
pretend pests or the ground, and the 
toy guns are locked up in a pretend 
gun cabinet overnight. If any child 
points their toy gun at another child, 
they lose their firearms licence for 
the day.

Kindergarten Director Anne Bicknell 
said the children had to answer a 
series of questions when applying for 
their gun licence. “… which basically 
means they say ‘Yes, I would like 
to bring a gun to kindy and I agree 
to play by the safe play rules’,” Ms 
Bicknell told ABC online. “Once they 
can answer those questions and they 
know that if they break the rules with 
the guns, or they shoot at people, the 
guns will be put away for the day, we 
issue them with a licence with a photo 
on it.”

In talking to the Courier Mail, Ms 
Bicknell said most children’s parents 
had firearms for use on their rural 
properties and they all played a part 
in developing the policy back in 2011. 
“We are a rural kindy; most of our 
kids are from farms and have expo-

sure to guns,” she told the Courier 
Mail. “If someone wants to bring a toy 
one along for ‘show and tell’, we talk 
about what guns are used for and 
how to handle them responsibly.”

There are limits to the kinds of toy 
guns that children can bring to 
kindergarten – with no projectiles 
allowed. Ms Bicknell said handmade 
wooden guns or water pistols, with-
out water, were allowed at the centre. 
As per their licences, the children are 
not allowed to loan anyone their toy 
guns and when they finish playing 
with them they have to be returned to 
the gun ‘lock up’.

The policy has been supported by 
the Queensland Education Minis-
ter Kate Jones, who applauded the 
kindergarten for teaching the children 
firearm safety. “My understanding 
from C&K is that parents endorse the 
program at that kindergarten be-
cause they think that it is a safe way 
for young people to understand how 
you must be safe when you’re play-
ing with guns,” she told the Brisbane 
Times.

CONTINUED PAGE 7

CAITLIN PEARSON
Editor

Victorian Shooter

Tiny tots’ 
licence  
to play

Children at a rural Queensland kindergarten have to obtain mock firearms licences to play with toy guns. The policy, 
which made headlnes last month, has been met with mixed reactions. PICTURE: Stock Image
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“(I) understand that for C&K kinder-
gartens, who are responsible for the 
curriculum being taught ... that they 
will cater, quite rightly, for local com-
munities and local settings.”

University of Sunshine Coast early 
childhood academic Dr Jennifer Hart 
supported the program in a rural 
setting but said it would not work in 
other areas. “If children are not ex-
periencing this on a daily basis, they 
can’t fully understand the purpose 
and it may become a fascination,” 
she told ABC online. “We have chil-
dren who are seeing these weapons 
used for protection or as a tool and 
those children who do not see it in 
that light won’t have that knowledge 
and full understanding of why it’s 
important to be safe.” 

The reactions among SSAA Vic-
toria members was mixed – with 
many saying it was a good idea to 
start teaching firearms safety from 
a young age, and others saying the 
children were too young to under-
stand the system. 

Pat Topalov said on the SSAA 
Victoria Facebook page that the 
policy was created with the best of 
intentions, but it was flawed. “Half 
cool idea ... but we all played cops 
and robbers or cowboys and Indians 
as kids and shot at each other and 
we all turned out normal and safe 
firearm owners,” he said. “At that age 
a licence is a novelty and the kids 
couldn’t really care less about fire-
arm safety. … It is a bit “nanny state” 
if it was implemented because they 
assume criminals are made through 
child’s play.”

On the other hand, Phillip Graham 
believes the policy was the “first 
road to proper knowledge and safety 
training for kids”. “You will see all 
the lefties bleating foul,” he said. “If 
humans are trained in anything while 
they are young it has a lasting effect. 
Go for it.”

But Pat Topalov believes kindergarten 
children are too young to understand 
firearms safety and should be allowed 
to enjoy play time. “Mate, kids really 
couldn’t care less about gun safety,” 
he said on Facebook. “That’s why we 
have training and licensing for juniors 
(from the age of 12) when they are old 

enough to understand.”

Other Facebook users thought the 
policy could be made more realistic 
by making the children wait three 
months before receiving their fire-
arms licence, and enforcing driver’s 
licences for children using pushbikes.

Nicholas Hand: “Gun 
safety can only be a 
good thing … even if it’s 
just a toy.”

Mark Barry: “Firearms 
education early can only 
be good.”

Lauren Hart: “Brilliant 
way of teaching children 
that guns have a definite 
place in life and how 
to handle them safely. 
Hopefully kids exposed 
to this will grow up with 
the respect for firearms 
that they deserve.”

Brett Robinson: “A 
good idea. Who is issuing 
the licence and are they 
qualified to do so?”

Cameron Birch: “SSAA 
should be investing 
our membership fees 
back into information 
packs for kindergartens 
and schools on how to 
implement this program. 
These kids are the future 
of our sport. Kids being 
taught not to point guns 
at each other is a win 
for pro- and anti-gun 
groups.”

Dazza Tyler: “Great 
way to teach kids safety.”

Michael Clutterbuck: 
“All power to whoever 
implemented this great 
idea.”

Nathan Johnson: 
“Tough one because it’s 
a great idea in one way 
–  any safety is good 
safety. But on the other 
hand we might be get-
ting a bit too precious or 
soft here and not letting 

kids be kids.”

Matt Colls: “Seems 
good to me except water 
gun fights were always 
fun. Am waiting for my 
son to get a little older 
so I can do it all again.”

Andy Gray: “What’s 
going to happen when 
little Johnny points a 
cardboard tube at an-
other child and gets his 
“licence” revoked? Will 
he face illegal firearm 
charges for picking up 
another tube? Will the 
kindy suspend him? Kids 
don’t understand things 
like that.”

Leon Farrugia: “Sounds 
like it was decided over 
tea and coffee lol”

Ralph D’Onise: “Perfect 
way to teach a kid right 
from wrong next genera-
tion of shooters.”

Andy Yule: “My old man 
would kick us in the bum 
if we pointed a toy gun 
at a person…”

Rik Garth: “Political 
correctness gone abso-
lutely stupid, that’s what 
this is.”

Paul Robson: “I think 
the IQ of some people 
needs to be questioned 
when they suggest 
ludicrous ideas like this. 
Perhaps they need to 
eat more protein to feed 
their brains.”

Brendan Burrows: 
“Make it realistic. Make 
them wait three months.”

Noel Blake: “PC gone 
mad.”

Darryl John Paulsen: 
“Let them play in a public 
arena - no shooting each 
other. It’s nice to see 
they’re even allowed 
to bring a gun - good 
school allowing boys to 
be boys!”

Andrew Chattington: 
“I suppose that they will 
have to produce a licence 
to drive, to sit in and use 
a pedal car?”

Adam O’Leary: “My 
brothers give their kids 
toy guns. They’re only 
allowed to shoot at 
pretend things. I think 
it’s stupid. My daughter 
can shoot whoever she 
wants.”

Matthew Newman: 
“Let kids be kids.”

John MacDonald: “In 
Melbourne here they 
wouldn’t even let you 
draw pictures with guns 
in them.”

Jack Houlihan: “Much 
better than the outright 
ban that most kindergar-
tens and schools have.”

Cameron Birch: “They 
are old enough to 
understand, long before 
any range is allowed to 
have them shoot as a 
junior. What’s wrong with 
teaching them safety 
early on? If the parents 
see positive results and 
the kids show interest, 
then that could translate 
to more juniors coming 
into the sport.”

Here’s what some of SSAA Victoria 
Facebook followers said about the policy
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It can be difficult for even the 
most seasoned hunters to know 
exactly where they can and 

can’t hunt in Victoria. But when 
an innocent mistake can leave 
someone facing court, losing their 
game and firearms licences, all of 
their guns and even their vehicle, 
it’s important to get it right. 

That’s why SSAA member Nate 
Ward developed Hunt Mate – a smart-
phone app designed to clearly outline 
the State’s hunting regions and help 
users stay within the legal boundar-
ies. The easy-to-use app also allows 
users to keep track of their game 
cameras, favourite hunting spots, 
where they have hidden their packs 
or where they have sighted animals. 

“I developed Hunt Mate initially to 
support my friends,” the designer/
marketer said. “Being relatively new 
to shooting, and even newer to hunt-
ing, I was hearing how my friends 
were scared of accidentally doing the 
wrong thing by being in the wrong 
areas when hunting. They were try-
ing to do the right thing but had poor 
tools to help them do so.”

At times it is easy to identify the 
boundaries of a hunting region 
because of roads, fences or land-
marks but some other areas are 
only defined by lines on a PDF map. 
So before heading out, hunters are 
required to find the general area they 
wish to hunt, identify where the ani-
mals are likely to be, and then talk to 
park rangers to find out whether they 
can legally hunt in that location. 

There are thousands of hunting re-
gions across the State and the rules 
are complex, as shown below with 
just a few examples:

• In state forest and forest 
parks like Cobboboonee and Otway 
and other unoccupied Crown Land 
game species may be hunted during 

the open season only and pest 
animals may be hunted at any time. 
Deer hunting only is permitted in the 
Thomson River Forest Reserve  

• Game species may be hunt-
ed in State Game Reserves during 
the open season, 16 are available 
for quail hunting and six for Hog deer 
hunting, while pest animals may not 
be hunted at any time.

• Game species may not be 
hunted at any time in sanctuaries but 

pest animals may be hunted.  

• Hunting of any type is not 

permitted around Melbourne water 

catchment areas, flora and fauna re-

serves, nature conservation reserves 

and alpine resorts.

• Hunting of any type is gener-

ally not permitted in national parks, 

state parks, coastal parks, wilder-

ness parks and regional parks.

CONTINUED PAGE 9

Smart way to stay out of trouble

SSAA member Nate Ward has developed a smartphone app, Hunt Mate, that is designed to help 
hunters keep track of the hunting boundaries, while out on the field. It even works without wifi 
or 3G/4G. 
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• During open season game 
may be hunted on leased Crown 
Land along with pest animals, but 
only with the permission of the les-
see. The same applies for licensed 
Crown Land.

• With the permission of 
the landowner, pest animals may 
be hunted on private land. Game 
species can be hunted during open 
season. 

With the limited resources available 
to them, hunters have to do extensive 
research to find out what title is on 
the land they want to hunt, what the 
regulations are surrounding that area 
and print PDF maps to bring hunting. 
Then they have to try and compare 
the boundaries on the printed map 
to the maps on the GPS or phone to 
ensure they aren’t breaking the rules. 
Nate knew there was a better way.

“I couldn’t believe no one had a GPS 
smartphone app to fit this need, so 
I looked into how it could be done,” 
Nate said. “One of my friends hap-
pens to be an excellent app devel-
oper. We became friends due to my 
skills in web/graphic/3D design as 
he needed some elements created 
for an app. I chatted to Stephen, 
the developer, one night about this 
‘dream app’ idea, and he had built 
the prototype within a few days.”

Nate and Stephen used several 
resources, including Game Manage-
ment Authority (GMA) maps and Goo-
gle Maps when developing the app.

While the prototype was ready in a 
few days, it was six months before 
the app was ready for launch. Among 
the challenges of developing the app 
was creating 10,000 separate shapes 
by hand to make up the hunting 
regions in the State, and allowing 
people to load the maps without im-
pacting the speed of their phones. 

“There were so many different things 
to consider,” he said. “The app was 

completely redesigned about half 
way through due to the size of having 
all the maps pre-loaded into the app 
and how slow that made the phones 
run. The current iteration is really fast 
as it loads data during the ‘research 
phase’ only.”

The final product was launched on 
Apple on July, 5 and the Android ver-
sion will hopefully be just weeks from 
launch. The end result is an app that 
allows hunters to quickly and easily 
keep track of where they are allowed 
to hunt, with the added benefit of be-
ing able to ‘drop pins’ to put notes or 
photos of important information when 
out in the field.

“I know plenty of guys who have 
forgotten where they put a game 
camera or left a big trophy,” Nate 
said. “The hunter can breathe a little 
easier knowing they are doing every-
thing they can to follow the rules.”

SSAA Victoria Chief Executive 
Officer Jack Wegman said the lack 
of resources for hunters was a major 
concern for the shooting industry. 
“The State Office receives several 
calls a week from members who 
want to hunt, and want to do it legally, 
but struggle to wade through the 
outdated and minimal information 
out there. This app designed by Nate 
is answering the call of so many 

hunters who have been looking for a 
resource to take off-road with them.”

The app has four layers. There are 
three underlying map views – map, 
which is similar to street views, satel-
lite, which is a photographic, birds-
eye-view and topological, which 
shows terrain slope. The overlaid 
map shows the hunting regions, 
which is the most important layer. 
The app operates as a two-step 
process – research and go. During 
the research phase, the user must 
have wifi or 3G/4G, while no phone 
coverage or internet is required for 
the ‘go’ phase. 

“In the research phase the user just 
browses over the area they want to go 
to,” Nate said. “They can zoom in as 
far as they like for more detail or zoom 
out as far as they like to get a view of 
the broader areas.  As you browse, 
the data is saved to your phone.

“The ‘go’ phase is the best part 
because your phone has download-
ed the maps for the region you’ll be 
going into, so most smartphones can 
be turned to aeroplane mode (en-
sure the GPS is still active though) 
to save battery power. The app will 
show where you are on the maps, as 
well as the hunting regions that show 
what kind of hunting is okay in which 
area. The button in the top right 
corner shows the map key to see 
which colours mean what. While out 
hunting, simply press on the screen 
to drop a pin. Each pin can have 
a photo or note attached. Perfect 
for marking the location of a game 
camera, a photo of a good wallow or 
anything else. The pins are always 
saved for future use. It really isn’t 
more complex than that. Research 
your area and go.”

Hunt Mate is available on the Apple 
App Store for $10.99 and should be 
available on Android shortly. Any 
members who use the app and want 
to provide feedback are welcome to 
do so by emailing caitlin.pearson@
ssaavic.com.au
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SSAA’s regional branches 
are often run by just a 
few dedicated members 

who work tirelessly to ensure 
the grounds are maintained, the 
clubrooms are comfortable and the 
social events are well attended. 
At the Shepparton Branch, long-
standing President Geoff Morton 
has done all of the above with 
a supportive band of fellow 
volunteers behind him. 

The once small branch has grown 
under Geoff’s leadership from about 
20 active members to more than 200 
members, with a thriving community 
atmosphere at the range. The local 
WIN News team regularly attends 
SSAA Shepparton’s events to publi-
cise the fundraising initiatives it holds 
and the ‘come-and-try’ days. On top 
of that, locals often hire the recently 
updated clubroom for birthday parties 
and other functions.

The Board of SSAA Victoria recently 
acknowledged Geoff’s efforts by de-
ciding to award him an Honorary Life 
Membership. In considering his life 
membership the Board read through 
nominations from five Shepparton 
committee members and the local 
Divisional Firearms Officer. They 
all highlighted Geoff’s tremendous 
fundraising efforts over more than a 
decade and his welcoming nature. 

Branch Vice President Ken Marsh 
said Geoff, who is also President of 
the Shepparton Shotgun Club, had 
contributed to donations to the local 
hospital. “Over the past 10 years 
Geoff has been responsible for 
organising our Blue Ribbon Founda-
tion Charity Shoot which has raised 
over $20,000 for the Eyre-Tynan 
Emergency Department at Goulburn 

Valley Health, Shepparton,” he said.

“His constant fundraising has bene-
fited the club enormously,” Ken said. 
“This fundraising includes raffles, 
quail nights, wild game nights and the 
introduction of corporate shoots. As a 
result of his efforts, the club has also 
been able to upgrade its facilities – 
not only in the shotgun discipline but 
also in the Military Rifle and Pistol 
Club. Clay target traps have been re-
placed and upgraded.” In the first five 
years of his presidency, Geoff raised 
in excess of $100,000, according to 
member Geoffrey Fowler. 

Often Geoff is so busy behind the 
scenes or running the clubrooms that 
he has no time to participate in the 
events he organises, says Sheppar-
ton Secretary Tony Connell. “Geoff 
hardly shoots anymore as he runs 
the office and kitchen with a few 
different helpers at every shoot,” he 
said. “He rarely misses a function, 
including school shoots, corporate 
shoots, duck nights, shooter licensing 

nights and any other functions at the 
clubroom. Geoff does all the shop-
ping for the shoot days on Friday and 
Saturday mornings, then prepares for 
the shoot.

“He has always run raffles at the club 
and other fundraising events so we 
can fund upgrades, including new 
traps, remote controls, mowers and 
equipment for use in the clubroom.” 
Thanks to his regular fundraising, the 
club was able to install new toilets for 
a National competition a couple of 
years ago. 

Treasurer Rickey Seiter has known 
Geoff for more than 30 years. He met 
Geoff when he was a typical member 
of the shotgun club, then saw him 
become President of the club. “He 
built participation of shoots from a 
handful of people to 50 to 70 shoot-
ers every two weeks,” Ricky said. 
Back then the clubroom was a “small 
tin shed with no power and now it is 
an outstanding clubroom”. 

CONTINUED PAGE 11

Shepparton stalwart 
gets deserved honour

SSAA Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jack Wegman (right) presenting SSAA Sheparton Branch 
President Geoff Morton (centre) with his Honorary Life Membership in June. The two are pictured 
with Shepparton’s Secretary Tony Connell.
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“After taking on the President posi-
tion at the main branch, he has taken 
on the job of fundraising and grant 
applications to try and purchase the 
land around the range so we have 
this fantastic place for a long time. 
He is now developing the pistol and 
rifle end by building a new range 
and shooting benches. He has put 
a life time of work into this club and 
an Honorary Life Membership is 
well-deserved.”

But as the branch’s Senior Range 
Officer, Brent Ashdown, said, there’s 
more to Geoff than his fundraising 
and organisation skills. “Geoff is a bit 
rough around the edges, but under-
neath is respectful and understand-
ing,” he said. “He would do anything 
for you if you needed help. Also, he 
has been able to ask for help with 
anything that needs to be done on 
the range and we are more than 

willing to offer our assistance in any 
way we can. His faith and confidence 
in myself is now enabling me to run 
and grow the sporting shooters side 
of the club.”

SSAA Victoria Chief Executive Offi-
cer Jack Wegman presented Geoff 
with his Honorary Life Membership 
at one of the branch’s well-known 
fundraisers – the Seafood Night. 
Geoff spent weeks planning, order-
ing, preparing and cooking a wide 
spread of seafood, including prawns 

and oysters, and was oblivious when 
it came to his award. 

“I really appreciated the opportuni-
ty to get involved in one of Geoff’s 
initiatives at the Seafood Night,” Jack 
said. “There was a great sense of 
community at the clubroom, which 
was packed to the rafters. Everyone 
in the clubroom could see the work 
that Geoff and the other members 
had put into the night, so it was the 
perfect time to present his award.”

Geoff (the ever-modest leader), in ac-
cepting his award, was quick to point 
out the efforts of his fellow branch 
volunteers. The team at Shepparton 
has introduced 84 women to pistol, 
rifle and shotgun shooting through its 
Ladies Come-and-Try Day this year, 
dozens of students to clay-target 
shooting through school initiatives 
and welcomed hordes of former 
shooters back to the sport. Well done 
Shepparton!

Your loyalty means the world to us
SSAA Victoria would like to thank to following members, who have now been supporting the Association for 
25 years. 

GARY ANDREW, DAVID ARANDALL, ZELJKO AUGUSTINOVIC, ROSA BARICH, ANDREW BENEDEK, STEWART 
BEVERIDGE, KENNETH BINNS, R BROWN, ROBERT CLAYDON, DOMENIC COSTABILE, DOUGLAS CUTHILL, 

A D’AMICO, MALCOLM DAVEY, C DECKERT, PETER DICKINSON, TONY DILABIO, STUART DOBSON, MICHAEL 
EDWARDS, ANGELO FERRARO, J FIDDES, P GEORGE, NICOLAS GERMANO, G GORRIE, R GREEN, D. GROVER, 
MICHAEL HENRY, SHANE HERON, T HOBBS, AHMET ISMAIL, GRANT JAMIESON, J JARES, BRAD JOCHINKE, 
J KAZAKOFF, CHRIS KNIGHT, TREVOR KOOP, WOJCIECH MALECZEK, MURRAY MARSHALL, N MASTRIPPOLI-
TO, J MC CARTHY, B MCFARLANE, J MCKENZIE, JAN MEDOVARSKY, DARREN METCALF, MURRAY MILLER, R. 
MILLER, ARTHUR MORRIS, T NEWNHAM, R NEWNHAM, JASON NICHOLS, D OVUKA, KENNETH PATRICK, R 
PATTISON, A PIGDON, B PIKOS, R PORTINGALE, B POWELL, M RAE, WILLIAM READ, D ROWE, J SAAB, MI-

CHAEL SCHMIDT, CARL SEYFORT, D SHARP, MURRAY SNELLING, ALLAN SOFTLEY, C STOCCO,  
JEFFREY TURNER, CON TZELEPIS, KIRE VESCLINOVSKI, E WATSON, DAVID WELSH,  

D WESTON, J WOOLMINGTON, A. WORRALL, LEE WRIGHT.

The SSAA Shepparton Branch Seafood Night, 
where Geoff was presented his reward. 



Ain’t life grand!
Hunting one weekend, fishing the next...

Did you know that as well as providing cover for your 
firearms, SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd, the shooters’ 

insurance, can also arrange boat policies? 

Let SSAAIB keep you afloat. 

Call 1800 808 608
for an obligation-free quote.

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative under Australian Financial Services, Licence No. 237491, ABN 52 074 444 296.
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We often hear talk of fast 
and slow powders. 
Strictly speaking, the 

propellants in our cartridges 
do not burn in the usual sense. 
They decompose in milliseconds, 
evolving about 950 to 1000 cubic 
centimetres of hot gas for every ten 
grains of powder. It’s the gas that 
burns — but there are no flames 
inside the barrel. The gas doesn’t 
ignite until it meets the outside air.

In other words, the burning starts 
after the projectile has left the bore. 
Custom, however, lets us talk about 
powders burning, even though that’s 
the wrong word. 

We need to think in terms of two 
kinds of burning rate. First there’s 
‘relative quickness’, the rate at which 
a powder decomposes under stan-
dardised conditions in the manufac-
turer’s laboratory. Think of this as the 
burning rate which has been built into 
the powder. It is what handloading 
manuals and handloaders are talking 
about when they say a powder is 
fast, medium or slow. 

The second is the ‘actual burning 
rate’ when we fire a cartridge. This 
is how a powder actually behaves — 
how fast it decomposes, how much 
pressure and heat is generated by 
the gas. Fact: once we have chosen 
a powder, its ultimate behaviour will 
depend on the conditions of use. 

The conditions of use can be con-
densed into five rules:

1. Smokeless powders burn faster 
as the pressure and temperature 

rise inside the case and the bore. 
It’s a vicious circle: the quicker the 
build-up of pressure and tempera-
ture, the faster the remaining pow-
der granules burn. Gas and heat 
evolve more rapidly as a result. 
This accelerates the increase in 
pressure and temperature, forcing 
the remaining propellant to burn 
even faster ... and so on.

2. The flame propagation rate is 
the time taken to set the whole 
charge burning. This depends on: 
the heat, brisance (explosiveness) 
and duration of the primer flash; 
the pressurising of the case by 
the flash; the case’s internal size 
and shape; the distribution of the 
powder within the case; and the 
powder’s ignitability. The rule is: 
Faster flame propagation gives a 
faster burn.

3. Next comes the charge weight. 
Any powder will burn faster in a 
given rifle and cartridge if we use 
more of it.

4. Conditioning temperature gives 
us the fourth rule. The warmer the 
powder just before ignition, the 
faster it will burn.

Importantly, ADI AR-series rifle 
powders are exceptions to this 
rule, as they are not sensitive to 
large variations in conditioning 

temperature. The same applies to 
certain Hodgdon powders, which 
are actually Australian AR pow-
ders. For example, Hodgdon’s 
H322 is AR2219 while Hodgdon 
Varget is AR2208. 

In general, however, a near-max-
imum load developed in cold 
weather shouldn’t be used on a 
hot summer’s day. Nor should we 
expect a cool round in the chamber 
to behave exactly the same as the 
one which is much warmer after 
being in an inside pocket. And 
leaving a container of cartridges 
inside a closed car on a hot day is 
courting trouble.

5. Lastly there is projectile resis-
tance. As the projectile accelerates, 
it leaves more and more room for 
the gas. Some projectiles move 
more freely than others, so they 
require less push and the space for 
the gas enlarges more rapidly. 

That, of course, drops the rate at 
which pressure and temperature 
are able to increase and lowers the 
actual burning rate. Conversely, 
if the bullet doesn’t move quickly 
enough, the gas is more confined. 
This jacks up the pressure and 
temperature and therefore the 
actual burning rate. 

CONTINUED PAGE 14

Fast or slow powders?

ROSS WILLIAMS
Victorian Shooter contributer

Excess 
pressure, 
caused by 
seating the 
bullet too 
far out, 
expanded 
the .270’s 
primer 
pocket. Hot 
gas jetted 
out of the 
rifle’s action.
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Hence our fifth rule is: The more 

the projectile resists the push from 

the gases, the faster the burn.

In brief, the main variables are: the 

bullet’s weight; the tightness of the 

case neck’s grip, known as bullet 

pull or neck tension; seating depth; 

the length of the bullet’s shank (that 

is, the part engraved by the rifling); 

jacket and core hardness; the bullet’s 

actual diameter and the cross-sec-

tional area of the bore.

So the business of burning rates can 
be complicated. A so-called slow 
powder can be made to burn faster 
than one rated as quicker. We can 
make a powder burn too slowly and 
erratically for acceptable velocity 
and accuracy, and we can force the 
pressure to peak too early in the 
projectile’s travel, for much the same 
result. Or we can cause a powder 
to burn so rapidly that the pressure 
soars dangerously. Result: the rifle 
suffers damage, anywhere from burn 
marks on the bolt face to a jammed 
action or bits flying around. The 

shooter may just get a fright, but can 
get a blast of hot gas and grit in the 
face, or lose an eye, or suffer other 
injuries. All very nasty.

Loading manuals help us to choose 
propellants suitable for specific 
cartridges and projectiles, and give 
us maximum safe loads. We have to 
learn the signs of high pressure. But, 
to stay safe, we also have to under-
stand the five rules given earlier and 
use them to avoid risky conditions of 
use.

© Copyright R. Williams, July 2016

The Commonwealth 
Government announced on 
July 27 that it was investing 

an additional $25.4 million over 
three years to enhance the 
Australian Federal Police’s (AFP) 
capacity to detect and seize illegal 
firearms and target the criminal 
syndicates that peddle them.

“We know that modern technologies 
such as the darkweb are enabling 
organised criminals to expand their 
reach globally and exert significant 
influence over Australia’s black mar-
ket, including drug trafficking, money 
laundering, extortion and firearms 
offences,” Commonwealth Justice 
Minister Michael Keenan said.

“To tackle this ongoing threat, the 
AFP-led National Forensics Rapid 
Lab (NFRL) is already targeting the 
violent predators who profit from the 
misery of these evil trades – remov-
ing illicit drugs from our streets and 
thwarting identity fraud.”

Since the NFRL was established in 
2013 more than 10,000 packages 
containing almost two tonnes of illicit 
narcotics have been found and more 
than 140 new psychoactive substanc-
es have been identified.

Now, through the Coalition Govern-

ment’s investment the NFRL will 
be expanded to crack down on the 
illegal firearms market, particularly 
through the international mail system, 
including the forensic examination of 
firearms, firearms parts and acces-
sories, and the establishment of a 
new team of specialised forensic 
scientists and criminal intelligence 
analysts.

New specialised intelligence soft-
ware tools will boost intelligence 
collection on international firearms 
trafficking and allow the AFP to 
search, analyse and map intelligence 
data to identify previously unknown 
links between firearms traffickers and 
their suppliers, customers and illegal 
activities.

“Under Labor’s watch, we saw bud-

get cuts to Customs of more than 
$700 million, sea cargo inspections 
decreased by 25 per cent and air 
cargo inspections decreased by 75 
per cent,” Minister Keenan said.

“The Coalition boosted funding in 
our law enforcement and security 
agencies with an extra $2.5 billion 
investment, including $88 million in 
the Australian Border Force to boost 
screenings and examination of inter-
national mail, air and sea cargo, and 
we have strengthened laws to crack 
down on those seeking to import 
guns into Australia.

“The Coalition will continue to equip 
our law enforcement agencies with 
the powers and resources they need 
to keep our communities safe.”

Illegal firearms crackdown
The 
Government 
has 
announced 
$25.4 
million 
funding 
to tackle 
the illegal 
firearms 
trade.
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NEIL JENKINS 
Secretary 
Combined Firearms Council of Victoria

The Herald Sun’s recent 
anti-gun tirade consisted 
of no less than 11 articles 

and opinion pieces over a six-
month period pushing two anti-gun 
agendas. The first was its call for 
tighter gun storage to supposedly 
stop criminal use.  The second was 
a ban on the Adler A110 lever-
action shotgun.  

While the majority of articles con-
tained direct quotes from anti-gun 
campaigners, only one contained 
comment from anyone in the shoot-
ing community. Not only that, but we 
found a link between the paper and 
its Managing Director that it didn’t 
want to reveal to readers.

After the first few articles on firearm 
thefts extensively quoting staff from 
Victoria Police, we approached a 
member of the editorial staff arguing 
for the need for balance. We argued 
that the articles exaggerated the 
extent of firearm thefts and contained 
no comment or quotes from the 
shooting community. This resulted in 
an agreed opportunity for the Com-
bined Firearms Council of Victoria 
(CFCV) to submit an opinion piece, 
which we did in early April. 

However, instead of publishing the 
opinion piece, the Herald Sun ran 
more articles, this time using the 
lead up to the Port Arthur anniver-
sary to call for a ban on the Adler.  
The articles extensively quoted Gun 
Control Australia and urged readers 
to participate in an anti-Adler petition 
run by the Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation.

After raising more concerns with the 
Herald Sun, the editorial staff offered 
CFCV the opportunity to submit a 

Letter to the Editor. We rejected that 
idea, as that would have been an 
inadequate balance to the several 
anti-gun articles they published.

After considering a range of options, 
we wrote to the Herald Sun’s Man-
aging Director raising concerns that 
it did not comply with its own Code 
of Conduct. In particular, the stories 
lacked balance or comment from 
shooting interests and the data quot-
ed had been incorrectly used. That’s 
when the penny dropped.

Managing Director, Peter 
Blunden:  More than a 
director of a newspaper

In addition to being Managing Direc-
tor of the Herald and Weekly Times, 
Peter Blunden (pictured above) is 
also on the board of the Alannah and 
Madeline Foundation – the very or-
ganisation that set up the anti-Alder 
petition his paper was supporting.

It explains why the paper was never 
going to comply with its own Code 
of Conduct: things like “Journalists 
should not rely on only one source” 
and “Try always to tell all sides of the 
story in any kind of dispute”.  The link 
to the foundation is a fact the paper 
should have been open and honest 
about.

We were confident the paper wasn’t 

going to ignore our letter, and to its 
credit, it didn’t. A few days later Her-
ald Sun staff contacted us and, after 
a long exchange of emails and phone 
calls, the paper again offered us a 
Letter to the Editor, but prominent, 
and at least 250 words in length.

While this is still less than what could 
be considered reasonable, we accept 
ed it in good faith, giving the paper a 
way out of the mess it created. 

The letter that was published was 
not only cut down by more than 100 
words, but buried among the other 
letters. It wasn’t of the length the staff 
had promised and it wasn’t put in a 
prominent position. This followed 
the earlier failed promise to print 
the opinion piece we were invited to 
submit. 

Even after all this happened, the Her-
ald Sun published three more articles 
in the lead up to the Federal Election 
calling for a ban on the Adler. One 
article was an opinion piece by John 
Bertrand, which did contain a state-
ment that he was on the board of the 
Alannah and Madeline Foundation, 
but there was nothing to highlight the 
paper’s link to the foundation. One of 
the other articles contained a state-
ment from the Sporting Shooters 
Association of Australia, buried deep 
in the article. 

There is no doubt our message to 
the Herald Sun to comply with its 
own code got through, but the lack of 
enthusiasm in providing a more bal-
anced view has been underwhelming 
to say the least.  The Herald Sun 
has been acting like a precociously 
spoilt brat who refuses to listen. With 
the review of the National Firearms 
Agreement still to be finalised, there’s 
little doubt the paper will continue to 
fail to live up to its own standards. 
Let’s hope I’m proven wrong.

Carrying on like a spoilt brat
Herald Sun refuses to disclose anti-gun links in fierce campaign against firearms 
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After introducing more 
than 80 women to the 
shooting sports in April, 

the SSAA Shepparton Branch 
is at it again. The Ladies Pink 
Ribbon Fundraiser, to be held 
on September 23, will be aimed 
at raising funds for breast 
cancer support services and 
research, while offering women 
the opportunity to try clay-target 
competition. 

And the support is rolling in thick 
and fast. Victorian Senator Bridget 
McKenzie, who established the 
Parliamentary Friends of Shooters 
group, has already registered her 
attendance. Also hoping to attend 
are Commonwealth Games gold 
medallist Laetisha Scanlan, spon-
sored by Beretta, and Emma Cox. 

Organiser Marion Barnes (pictured 
above) said the well-known names 
were drawn to the event because 
they wanted to encourage more 
women to participate in shooting, 
and because it was raising money 
for a worthy cause. “Most peo-
ple have been touched by breast 
cancer and we all know how much 
strain it can put on a family, so it’s 
a really worthy cause,” she said. 
“We’ve come up with a little motto 
for that day: Big or small, save 
them all, so we’re having a bit of 
fun with it and that’s what the day is 

about. The other great thing about 
this event is that it isn’t just a ladies 
come-and-try where you might win 
a pack of cartridges. This is great 
stuff.”

Fowles Wines, which supported 
Shepparton’s Ladies Come-and-
Try Day by donating the major prize 
of six bottles of Ladies Who Shoot 
Their Lunch, has come to the table 
again. This time the winery has do-
nated a framed and ready-to-hang 
limited edition ‘Ladies Who Shoot 
Their Lunch’ print for auction. 

Artist Vanessa Perske also donat-
ed framed, ready-to-hang, auto-
graphed and numbered collectable 
prints for the occasion. Vanessa 
is a self-taught artist whose works 
are brightly coloured and bold. The 
two pieces she has donated to the 
Pink Ribbon Fundraiser are The 
Owl and Posy of Flowers. 

Hoyts Food has also jumped on 
board to support the event, donat-
ing five ‘pink’ hampers in keeping 
with the theme. The hampers will 
be of varying value and will be 
accompanied by two pink surprise 
packs. 

The Shepparton Branch is expect-
ing up to 100 women to attend the 
event and is catering to people of 
all experience levels. “This event 
has three levels of competence, 

the novice for those who have 

never handled a firearm before, 

the intermediate for those who are 

comfortable holding a firearm and 

the experienced for those who 

have shot competition,” Marion 

said. “They will shoot 50 targets 

per person.”

Where the original Shepparton 

Ladies Come-and-Try day was tar-

geted at women who were new to 

shooting, this event is for all wom-

en, even those seasoned shooters. 

CONTINUED PAGE 17

Big names sign 
up for ladies 
day fundraiser

Fowles Wines has donated a framed and 
ready-to-hang limited edition ‘Ladies Who 
Shoot Their Lunch’ print for auction at 
the  Ladies Pink Ribbon Fundraiser on 
September 23.
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“Why does shooting appeal to women? Because it is 
a sport that the young and not so young, the able and 
not so able can participate in together. It really is just 
another sport and there is no reason why women can’t 
shoot.”

While the Shepparton Branch is still dominated by 
men on regular shoot days, more and more women 
are joining in. And that’s the way the members want 
it. “All the men down there want their wives and 
daughters to come down and see why they love the 
sport so much,” Marion said. “And when you look at 
all of the women who are excelling around the world, 
it just shows that you have to have a go.”

The Ladies Pink Ribbon Fundraiser will cost $35 per 
person, including lunch. For each attendee, $10 will 
be donated directly to the Pink Ribbon Foundation. 
Bookings must be made in advance, through Marion 
Barnes on 0438 522 082.

Artist Vanessa Perske has donated this 
framed, ready-to-hang, autographed 
and numbered collectable print entitled 
The Owl. INSET: Posy of Flowers, 
another print by Vaness Perske has 
also been donated to the event.

VIC ALEXANDER 
President 
SSAA Bendigo Branch

How many times have you 
retrieved your sighting-in 
target at the range to find 

that your rifle has delivered yet 
another sub-inch grouping? Have 
you claimed your Silver Benchrest 
Award yet? 

If you can shoot a five-shot group 
at 100m that measures less than an 
inch, you are a SSAA member and 
get the SSAA Range Officer to wit-
ness your target, you will qualify for 
your first Benchrest Award. 

After your first award, you can try for 
a 10-shot group – the Gold Award. 
Other awards include the Ruby, a 
five-shot group from 200m, and 
the Diamond, a 10-shot group from 
200m. Any calibre rifle can be used, 
either rimfire or centerfire.

Not long ago rifles needed careful 
tuning and top-notch custom loads to 
achieve the famous “Minute of Angle” 

groups (about 1 inch at 100 yards) 
but we are lucky that new rifles come 
with a MOA guarantee, if used with 
premium ammunition.

Even without this warranty, modern 
CNC machining methods, allied with 
good rifle design and the consistency 
of modern ammunition can deliver 
surprisingly good results from several 
of the cheaper offerings. 

Most new rifles boast a free floating 
barrel and many contain aluminium 
pillar or block bedding, reducing the 
need for epoxy or glass bedding. The 
end result is that many of us can now 
achieve shooting benchmarks that 
used to be beyond the reach of our 
equipment, and our wallets.

When you are at the range and 
you’ve paid your range fee, why not 
put out a clean target and try for 
an award? They are free and are 
irrefutable proof of your achievement, 
unlike the shot-up coke-can that your 
workmate uses to show how well his 
rifle performs.

For those who take part in other 
SSAA competition disciplines, there 
are many other medal awards avail-
able, including metallic silhouette, 
3-positional/field rifle, lever action, 
combined services, muzzleloading 
and lots more.

Here is a guide for anyone interested 
in shooting for awards:

Read the rimfire 2-positional rules 
and ask your local SSAA sub-club or 
regional branch to run a 2-positional 
competition.

• Place a SSAA “A” target at 50m. 

• Shoot five shots standing unsup-
ported on one bull.

• Shoot five shots from the kneel-
ing position on the other bull.

• If your total score is 70 or above, 
you have won a Bronze 2P 
award. It’s that easy!

But beware, medal award collecting 
can become addictive.

Go on ... award yourself



For more information contact the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.

Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

PROTECT YOUR VISION 
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges. 
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for 
                      juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.
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Frank Buckley was well known 
across various SSAA circles 
for more than half a century. 

He was a SSAA Life Member, a 
founding member of the Kyneton 
Smallbore Club and member of 
Kyneton Full Bore Rifle Club. He 
was one of a handful of people who 
established the Cobaw Range and 
he had a special carpark at the 
Marong Rifle Range for his monthly 
visit. The 84-year-old, who passed 
away in June, will be remembered 
for his passion for shooting and his 
dedication to the clubs which he 
belonged. 

This passion was evident in Frank 
right up until his death, said Kyneton 
Smallbore Rifle Club’s Gary Ellis. 
“Frank was 84 years old and was still 
shooting every week, up until only a 
few weeks ago,” he said shortly after 
his death. “Frank was taken to hospi-
tal from the range, where only a few 
minutes before he had shot some of 
the best scores he had finished with 
for some time. He was upset, not that 
he was feeling sick, but that he didn’t 
get to finish his card.”

Frank was born in 1932 and his 
interest in shooting was inspired by 
an uncle when he was just six years 
old. He began shooting small pests 
like rabbits, hares and foxes at 13 
years old and received his first rifle 
at 15. His father gave him the very 
first sporting rimfire .22s made by 
Lithgow – a Slazenger Model 1 sin-
gle-shot with open sights.

Frank joined the Kyneton Small Bore 
Club in 1954 and remained an active 
member right up until the day he was 
taken to hospital. On the first Sat-
urday of every month Frank would 
travel 80km from Kyneton to shoot 
the benchrest. It was the support of 
his daughter, Joanne, that allowed 
Frank to continue his passion for so 
long. Joanne would drive Frank the 

80km to the range and back and stay 
to watch the competition. 

Over the years Frank held the posi-
tions of handicapper and treasurer at 
Kyneton Smallbore Rifle Club along 
with being a SSAA Range Officer. In 
October last year, Frank still remem-
bered his first score of 100, shot in 
1956. The Kyneton Smallbore Club 
awarded pewter tankards for each 
100 shot until the advent of the BSA 
International Target rifles when the 
“possible” became more common.

Among his other shooting achieve-
ments, Frank’s 2014 Team B Section 
Postal event team went through the 
season undefeated, coming third in 
the Numurkah Postal Shoot. He also 
received a 99.7/100 result in Bendi-
go’s Gary Jones Memorial shoot.  

SSAA member Don Gamble remem-
bered Frank as one of a handful of 
people who established the Cobaw 
Range. “A few of them including 
Frank were looking for somewhere to 

start a range,” he said. “They found a 
military range at Kyneton and SSAA 
wanted to purchase it. The Greenies 
stepped in and the Government didn’t 
sell it to us, but then they found this 
patch of bush, financed it and volun-
tarily set it up on a shoestring budget. 
They started the rough two-lane 
shooting range down the southern 
end of the block and built it up from 
there.” Frank and the small band of 
volunteers spent countless hours 
cutting back the fern and removing 
the timber, where necessary, to keep 
the Cobaw Range clear during its 
early days.

“He had a great passion for shooting 
even at 84 years old; that was some-
thing we all could only hope for,” 
Gary said. “He will be greatly missed 
by all of us at Kyneton Smallbore.” 
Frank will be remembered as a great 
sportsman, a true competitor and a 
real gentleman. His funeral was held 
at The Thomas J Scott Memorial 
Chapel on Tuesday, June 14.

In memory of Frank Buckley

Frank Buckley - pictured with his daughter Joanne - travelled 80km each way to Marong Rifle 
Range every month for a shoot until shortly before he died. 
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SSAA Victoria is preparing to 
launch a new website within 
the next few weeks. The 

new-look website – still at ssaavic.
com.au – will have a modern feel, 
be easier to navigate and have 
the same valuable information 
available to members. Featured 
news will continue to be uploaded 
to the site weekly, hunting tips and 
suggested equipment lists will be 
displayed and contact information 
for all SSAA Victoria sub-clubs and 
regional branches will be available.

One of the major new features of the 
website will be photographs of real 
SSAA Victoria members. The pho-
tographs are designed to show the 
wider community that shooting is fun, 
safe and inclusive. About a dozen 
members attended a professional 
photoshoot at Eagle Park Range in 
late July to prepare a bank of images 
for the new website. Several of the 
images from the photoshoot will be 
displayed in various areas on the 
new website and in marketing materi-

al moving forward. 

Catering to the increasing number 

of SSAA Victoria web users who are 

accessing the site from their mobile 

phones, the new design is respon-

sive. It means the site’s features 

will change to fit any-sized screen, 

making it easy to read and navigate 

from a desktop computer to a tablet 

and a smartphone.

The most popular pages each 
week on the current website are the 
Springvale and Eagle Park ranges 
pages, along with the top featured 
news stories of the time. With that in 
mind, links to those two range pages 
will feature on the home page, as will 
the top featured news stories. 

Over several months the State Office 
has been engaging with branches 
and sub-clubs to update its informa-
tion for use on the new website. It 
will clearly outline which sub-clubs 
and handgun-specific sub-clubs 
are available to members, as well 
as offering up-to-date information 
on them, including contact details. 
Affiliated clubs will also be identified 
on the new website.

The SSAA Victoria State Office is 
looking forward to sharing the new 
design with members before the end 
of August. Happy navigating!

Revamped website weeks away

CAITLIN PEARSON
Editor

Victorian Shooter

LEFT: 
Photographer 
Tatjana Plitt with 
Nancy Disher 
and Rob Loricco. 
INSET: Donna 
Smigielski having 
her picture taken. 
BELOW: Tatjana 
enjoying some 
down time between 
pictures with Peter 
Cunningham.
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GEOFF PORTER 
Senior Range Officer 
SSAA Wodonga Branch

This year saw 95 students 
from Wodonga and 
surrounding areas 

participate in the ninth successful 
Inter School Shooting Competition. 
The June 15 event was held at the 
West Wodonga Shooting Complex 
and jointly hosted by SSAA’s 
Wodonga Branch and Albury 
Wodonga Field and Game. 

The annual event gives juniors from 
local secondary schools a chance 
to compete in a variety of shooting 
disciplines. Providing a variety of 
shooting disciplines in the same 
event enhances the competition and 
enables students to experience the 
diversity of sports shooting. The stu-
dents participating in the competition 
learn safe handling of firearms and 
this helps them develop an aware-
ness of danger areas that are created 
when discharging firearms.

Students from schools across the 
region converged on the Wodonga 
complex for the day. Competing at the 
competition was Tallangatta Second-
ary School, Wodonga Senior Second-
ary School, Wodonga Middle Years 
College, Wodonga Catholic College, 
Beechworth Secondary College, 
Corowa Secondary, Victory Lutheran 

College Wodonga, Corryong Second-
ary and Scots School Albury.

Students participated in eight events, 
including running rabbit (clay-tar-
get shotgun), two field trap shotgun 
events, running target 50m, 50m 
benchrest, metallic silhouettes, nov-
elty event (Lithgow single-shot .22 
rimfire) and biathlon. All of the events 
were carried out using .22 rimfire 
rifles and 12-gauge shotguns. 

A biathlon competition generally com-
bines cross-country skiing with target 
shooting. Biathletes ski distances 
varying from six to 20km and stop to 
shoot two or four times. The Telemark 
Nodic Ski Club, which ran the biathlon 
event at Wodonga, altered the event 
in the absence of snow. 

The biathlon at the Inter School 
Shooting Competition required 
competitors to shoot a course of five 

falling biathlon targets using special-
ised target rifles, then leave the firing 
line and run a short sprint course, 
before repeating the pattern. This 
event proved to be the most popular 
among the students at the Wodonga 
competition day. 

Also attracting a large crowd was 
the girls’ shotgun event. Merandah 
Wojowyez from Corowa Secondary 
finished the event comfortably in first 
place, but four girls all finished the fi-
nals with the same score. Jorja Cullen 
and Amity Maranteli, both from Victory 
Lutheran College Wodonga, Jorja 
Bogle from Tallangatta Secondary 
School, and Phobe McCrabb, from 
Scots School Albury all battled it out 
in front of a huge crowd for the second 
and third place positions. After several 
rounds, Phoebe finished in second 
position and Jorja Cullen in third.

COTNINUED PAGE 22

Wodonga Schools 
Shoot draws  
huge crowd

Douglas Winter, 13, of 
Tallangatta Secondary School, 
shooting moving target, under 
the guidance of Colin Mason.      
PICTURE: CAITLIN PEARSON

Amity 
Maranteli, 

from Victory 
Lutheran 

College 
Wodonga and 

Jorja Bogle 
(left) from 
Tallangatta 
Secondary 

School 
watching their 
competitors in 

the shotgun 
final. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

Fifty volunteers made themselves 
available to assist on the firing 
line and many more assisted 
with scorekeeping and catering. 
As well as the local volunteers, 
each school had its own teachers 
and parents to help organise and 
supervise the students between 
events. While more than 150 
students, teachers, parents and 
volunteers were involved in the 
event on the day, more than 150 
students attended qualifying and 
practice days in the lead up to the 
major competition. 

Sponsorship of the Inter School 
Shooting Competition was in-

creased substantially this year, 
with NIOA Trading kindly sup-
plying all the ammunition and 
attending the award presentation. 
In presenting the awards, NIOA’s 
Mark Laffey said the company 
really wanted to support junior 
shooting. “It’s really great that 
you’re all getting out there and 
shooting and we’ll do all we can 
to support you,” he said to the 
students and their supporters. 
“Next year we’ll bring a lot more 
prizes.”

The event also attracted media 
attention, with Prime 7 News 
showcasing footage of the shoot-
ing on the 6 o’clock local news. 

Jorja Bogle (left) from Tallangatta Secondary School, Jorja Cullen and Amity Maranteli, 
both from Victory Lutheran College Wodonga and Phoebe McCrabb, from Scots School 
Albury all finished shotgun with the same score.

RESULTS
Top Rifle Shooter Male

1. Ben Hanley (Tallangatta Secondary 
2. Justin Cawood (Tallangatta Secondary) 
3. Daniel Richardson (Wodonga Catholic 
College)

Top Rifle Shooter Female

1. Merandah Wojowyez (Corowa 
Secondary) 
2. Bianca Downing. (Wodonga Senior 
Secondary 
3.Amity Maranteli. (Victory Lutheran 
College)

Top Shotgun Shooter Male

1.Daniel Richardson (Wodonga Catholic 
College) 
2. Callum Palmer (Tallangatta Secondary) 
3. Archie Browning (Scotts Albury)

Top Shotgun Shooter Female

1. Merandah Wojowyez (Corowa 
Secondary) 
2. Phoebe McCrabb (Scotts Albury) 
3. Jorja Cullen (Victory Lutheran College)

Overall Champions Male

1. Daniel Richardson (Wodonga Catholic 
College) 
2. Ben Hanley (Tallangatta Secondary) 
3. Callum Palmer (Tallangatta Secondary)

Overall Champions Female

1. Merandah  Wojowyez (Corowa 
Secondary 
2. Amity Marinteli (Victory Lutheran 
College) 
3. Jorja Bogle (Tallangatta Secondary)

A Grade Championships

1. Tallangatta Secondary A1 
 2. Wodonga Catholic College A1 
3. Corryong Secondary A1

B Grade Championships

1. Corryong Secondary B1 
2. Victory Lutheran College Wodonga B1 
3. Scotts College Albury B1

Running Target Team

1. Tallangatta Secondary A1 
2. Wodonga Senior Secondary College 
A1. 
3. Wodonga Middle Years College B2

Biathlon Teams

1. Scotts School Albury: Henry Norman, 
Ben McKenna, Sebastian Bolder, Stretton 
Norman and Tom Wilkinson. 
2. Victory Lutheran College 1: Amity 
Marantelli, Jack, Campbell Conallin, 
Lachlan Brodie and Jorja Cullen. 
3. Corryong Secondary College: Sam 
Harris, Jackson Brown, Brad Colbert, 
Dylan Jarvis and Lachlan Brown.



The Little River Raiders 
and Big Game Rifle Club 
are gearing up for their 

annual fundraiser – the Jenny Cole 
Memorial Shoot. Initially an inter-
club shoot between the two Eagle 
Park sub-clubs, the shoot was 
designed to allow members from 
both clubs to try out each other’s 
disciplines and firearms, while 
boosting the interaction between 
the two clubs. As the event became 
more popular, shooters from other 
disciplines started joining in. 

The day was then made into a 
Memorial Shoot to remember Jen-
ny Cole, who lost her battle with 
Breast Cancer in 2010. Funds raised 
through the event’s registrations and 
raffle go to the McGrath Foundation 
in its continuing efforts to combat the 
struggle the people diagnosed with 
this disease have to face.

Saturday, October 15, will mark the 
sixth Jenny Cole Memorial Shoot. 
The fun shoot day is a chance to 
meet new and old friends and enjoy 
two of the disciplines shot at Eagle 
Park. Two stages of single action 
(handguns, rifle and shotgun) and 
three big game rifle events. 

“The use of single action revolvers, 
lever-action rifles and shotguns all 
in the same event was a pleasant 
change for the BGRC shooters and 
the chance to use some large calibre 
double rifles eagerly anticipated by 
the Cowboy shooters,” organiser Ian 
Cole said following last year’s suc-
cessful event. 

The shooters entry fee of $50 covers 
a barbecue lunch, while non-shooter 
tickets are just $10. Saturday night 
dinner and entertainment is an addi-

tional $25 per person, and drinks are 
available for purchase at the Little 
River Raiders clubroom. 

Everyone wishing to participate in 
the Jenny Cole Memorial Shoot must 
wear a long-sleeved shirt, long pants, 
enclosed footwear and have eye and 
ear protection. Those who do not 
have a handgun licence will need 
to fill in a NORI (notice of receiving 
instruction) form – a legal require-
ment without which you cannot shoot 
handguns. NORI forms can be down-
loaded from the Victorian Police web-
site and filled in prior to the event.

Entrants will need to bring two forms 
of identification and the NORI form 
with them on the day. Little River 
Raiders will supply club firearms and 
ammunition. Pistol and rifle ammu-
nition for cowboy action must have a 
velocity of between 600 to 800 feet 
per second with cast lead projec-
tiles. A 12-gauge shot shell, size six 
to nine, low recoil is recommended. 
Normal hunting firearms can be used 
for the big game rifle events.

The event’s raffle continues to grow, 

with all proceeds going to the Mc-
Grath Foundation. The raffle will be 
drawn on the Saturday afternoon. 

For more information about the Jenny 
Cole Memorial Shoot or to obtain a 
registration form, please contact: 

Ian “Grizzly Grumps” Cole, of the Lit-
tle River Raiders on 0400 824 284 or 
Neil Hibble, of Big Game Rifle Club 
on 0401 717 700.
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Annual breast cancer 
fundraiser returns

The 2015 Jenny Cole Memorial Shoot belt 
buckle was awarded to the person who 
had the most fun – Don Galliano, of BGRC. 
The award was presented by Jenny’s 
granddaughter, Tayla Bumpstead, with Grizzly 
Grumps.

Little River Raiders Single Action Shooting Club’s Amarillo and Bec, with a special load of pink 
powder at the 2015 Jenny Cole Memorial Shoot.                                         PICTURE: LAURIE
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In a first for both branches, 
SSAA’s Shepparton Branch 
and Kyabram Field and Game 

will come together for a friendly, 
competitive shoot this month. Up to 
100 people are expected to attend 
the sporting target competition on 
August 20. 

Shepparton’s Secretary Tony Connell 
said the competition would connect 
the clubs and benefit shooting as a 
whole. “A few of our members are 
both Field and Game and SSAA 
members,” he said. “Field and 
Game’s Gino D’Angleo has also 
sponsored our branch over many 
years through his business GFD 
Guns and Ammo Kyabram so we 
have a great relationship with him.”

The 75-target simulated field event 
will have an overall High Gun winner, 
grade winners and places in AA, A, 
B, C, ladies, veterans and juniors. 
The event is three rounds of 25-tar-
gets testing the shooter’s skills in 

simulated field shooting. There are a 
variety of targets set on the day, in-
cluding left and right crossing targets, 
incoming targets, outgoing targets, 
springing teals, rabbits, battues, 
chandelle and crows.

While the day is significant for both 
local branches, it is particularly 
special for Kyabram Field and Game. 
The branch has no shooting ground, 
so its members have been focusing 
their attention on conservation efforts 
over many years, according to mem-
ber Gino D’Angelo. “In the past we 
have undertaken conservation and 
wildlife projects at the Kyabram Fau-
na Park, Mansfield Swamp Wildlife 
Reserve and Gaynor Swamp, with 
some fantastic work being done by 
the members,” Gino said.

“For the last three years Kyabram 
Field and Game has been in contact 
with the Campaspe Shire Council, 
as well as speaking to landowners 
and Field and Game Australia in the 
attempt to find land close to Kyabram 

for an approved shooting ground. 
Darryl Snowden, President of Port 
Phillip Field and Game offered traps 
to Kyabram to get started if we were 
successful in finding some land for a 
shooting ground. At this point in time 
this is proving very difficult and we 
have approximately 160 members 
with little interest if a shooting ground 
is not secured for our club and the 
sport of clay target shooting.”

After hearing about the Kyabram 
club’s struggles to start clay target 
competitions, the SSAA Shepparton 
Branch stepped in. “We told them 
they could use our ground and we 
made them a good offer that they 
accepted,” Tony said. “We are going 
to do this shoot and see how it goes.” 

If the shoot is well attended by mem-
bers from both associations, it will 
become a permanent Kyabram Field 
and Game shoot at the SSAA Shep-
parton Branch on the third Saturday 
of each month.

Battle of the country clubs
Kyabram Field and Game’s Gino D’Angelo with SSAA Shepparton Branch’s Tony Connell. The two regional branches will compete in a sporting target 
competition this month for the first time.                                                                                                               PICTURE: JACK WEGMAN
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AROUND THE TRAPS

SSAA Wodonga and Wodonga Alury Field and Game Interschool 
Shooting Competition B-Grade champions Corryong Secondary College. 

Who says wildlife can’t stand the noise of firearms? This little Pardalote 
has established its nest behind a safety sign on the Marong Rifle Range 
at Bendigo. 

One of the students at the Wodonga Schools Shoot day participating in 
the biathlon.                                             PICTURE: GEOFF PORTER

1

2

3

1, 2 and 
3: Sixty 

students 
participated 

in the 
Shepparton 

SSAA 
School 

Shoot on 
May 27.
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AROUND THE TRAPS

A Tallangatta Secondary College students setting up his targets for the 
metallic silhouette event at the Wodonga Schools Shoot.

Got some pictures to share?
If you have taken some recent pictures of 

yourself or friends at the ranges, an event 

or out on a hunt, send them to the editor 

for inclusion in our new ‘Around the Traps’ 

section. Email caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.

com.au or drop them into the State Office. Tallangatta Secondary College A-grade team finished champion of the Interschool 
Shooting Competition.

One of the students participating in the biathlon event at the Wodonga 
Schools Shoot day.

Snow Trak and Travel North East Victorian Schools Sprint Biathlon 
Relay champions Scots School Albury

Donna Smigielski and Steve Biden having fun at the Eagle Park Range 
photoshoot last month.

ABOVE: Students from schools across the region converged on the 
Wodonga Branch for the day. They included: Tallangatta Secondary 
School, Wodonga Senior Secondary School, Wodonga Middle Years 
College, Wodonga Catholic College, Beechworth Secondary College, 
Corowa Secondary, Victory Lutheran College Wodonga, Corryong 
Secondary and Scots School Albury.
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The AMCC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.

We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. If you have the same hobbies 
then you must belong to a nominated 
collectors club to obtain a collector’s 
licence.

We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.

For further details, contact the State 
Office between 9am to 5pm on 03 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at amccvic@
optusnet.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)

General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25, 50, 100, 200m.

Safety and Family Firearms Edu-
cation  (SAFFE) Program: Second 
Sunday each month from 10am to noon. 
$6 (ammunition cost). Basic training for 
beginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.

Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.

Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425

Website: ssaabendigo.com.au

Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com

Post: PO Box 1098   
         Bendigo, Vic. 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 
the club before you join.

The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.

For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all 
disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. The 
main range caters for all rifles, from air 
rifles to the largest calibres. The range is 
approved to 500m, for all rifle calibres.

Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm

Phone: 03 5283 1575

The range is home to the following 
Clubs:

• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 
Club

• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Arms and Militaria Collectors Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club
• Youth Training Scheme 

Website: ssaavic.com.au/index.php/
clubs-branches/clubs

Schedule of events

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Military Rifle First Sunday each 
month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3 Position and novel-
ty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme

The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

To help foster and develop hunter ethics, 
hunter training and opportunity. 

To foster the sustainable use of game. 

To improve hunting for the future. 

The club was set up in the late 1980s 
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to 
foster camaraderie among their fellow 
hunters. The club offers a relaxed, 
friendly and casual environment, with 

BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS

BENDIGO 
BRANCH

ARMS & MILITARIA 
COLLECTORS CLUB

EAGLE PARK 
RANGE

DEER STALKERS 
CLUB

FIELD HUNTERS 
CLUB
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over 250 active members. Come along to 
one of our general meetings to see what 
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or 
a meal at Bruno’s café. General meetings 
are held on the first Wednesday of every 
month except January, at the Springvale 
SSAA Range 714-716 Princes Highway 
from 7.30 pm.  

We strive to provide members with both 
hunting opportunities and training. There 
are plenty of opportunities for members 
to get out and do what they joined for 
and that is to hunt. As a bonus, you 
meet like-minded hunters and often form 
lifelong friendships. 

If you are looking for an active hunting 
club then look no further.

Member benefits include:
•  Access to the FREE extensive hunting 
DVD library.
• The monthly newsletter. 
• Guest speakers from a wide range 
of organisations, governing bodies or 
training providers, keeping members 
informed about what’s happening in the 
hunting space.
• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, normally 
$20.
• Organised hunting trips, including:  
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck 
shooting as pest control on rice crops 
during November and December, NSW 
R-Licence hunts, weekly organised fox 
drives during the cold months. 
• On top of this, members have direct ac-
cess to the club’s own Feral Animal Con-
trol Program, which has access to a major 
area of prime hunting throughout Victoria, 
all within two hours of Springvale. 

If you’re thinking of getting into or back 
into hunting, and want to get on the 
ground on a variety of different prop-
erties on a monthly or fortnightly basis 
then we are the club for you and your 
friends. 

Our own Feral Animal Control Program 
hunts provide a platform that offers 
guidance and training to enhance mem-
ber skills and safety in the field since we 
introduced this platform members have 
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77 
foxes.

On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook group, just for members. This 

is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so 
you could soon find that you have too 
much hunting available and not enough 
time to fit it all in.

In the past few months the club has de-
livered the following events to members:

• Feral Animal Control Program hunts.

• Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize 
of $1500 for any hunting-related 
equipment.

• Aussie Disposals discount night.

• Weekly fox drives, held in South 
Gippsland.

• 4WD training course

• Field to Fork game meet tasting 
night.

• NSW R-Licence pig and goat hunts.

• Butchering and techniques.

• Pistol shooting.

So what are you waiting for, expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself.

Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay 
for membership online.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  Single Action 
shooting is a living history sport which 
uses the firearms of the American ‘Old 
West’.  

Participants are required to adopt a 
persona typical of the era, and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  

Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  Black 
powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category 
of Single Action, and our black powder 
shooters add to the atmosphere, with 
lots of smoke and noise to entertain all.  

Shooter categories are established so as 
to cater for all age groups, both sexes, 
and different skill mixes.

We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  These events use single shot, 
lever- and pump-action rifles ranging 
from .22 to big bore buffalo rifles.  

All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  

Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – either inci-
dents out of history, or our translation 
of classic Western movies or the old TV 
series.  

Visitors are welcome to come along to 
any of our competitions and, if they like, 
they may try their hand at Single Action 
shooting under instruction.  The only 
thing you need is a desire to enjoy your-
self and have fun with people dressed 
in cowboy gear, using period firearms or 
faithful replicas.  

For further information please look us up 
at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or con-
tact the Secretary Tiresome (aka Tony 
Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email littleriv-
erraiders@yahoo.com.au

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 
targets using our amazing terrain to 
provide shooters with a great experience. 
All levels of shooters are welcome with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. We encourage 
our shooters to join our club and become 
involved in setting up the grounds. 
Please give us a call or send an email. 

Our practice days are on the second 
Sunday of each month running from 
10am-5pm. The cost is $10 for 30 targets 
and you can shoot as many rounds as you 
wish. We are also able to set up particular 
practice targets for you wherever possible. 
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Our competition days are the fourth 
Sunday of each month with nominations 
opening at 9.30am and closing at 10.30am. 

The competition usually consists of 75 
targets at a nomination cost of $45, less 
for ladies, juniors and pensioners and 
sub juniors shoot for free. Our last com-
petition day was August 24, with Simon 
Sammut winning overall, with a great 
score of 71. We have prizes for each 
grade including vets, ladies, juniors and 
sub juniors. 

We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial 
FITASC old style shoot on August 10. It 
was a lovely day and Chris Brown was 
the overall winner. Lots of fun was had 
with raffle prizes and wonderful food 
provided by the Panetta family – a great 
way to remember Vince. 

Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828, 
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au 

Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

Melbourne Sporting Rifle Club’s 2016 
calendar is below.

Springvale:

Date 9.30am 12.30pm

Jan 17 No shoot 

Feb 21 Air Rifle 3P Rimfire 3P

March 
20

Air Rifle 10m 
Precision

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

April 17 Air Rifle Silhouette 80 
Targets

May 15  No shoot

June 19 Air Rifle 3P Rimfire 
NRA 3P 120 
shots

July 17 Air Rifle 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

Aug 21 Air Rifle 10m 
Precision*

Rimfire 3P

Sep 18 Air Rifle Silhouette SSAA 
VIC State Champs  
80 targets

Oct 16 Air Rifle 10m 
Precision

Rimfire 
Field Rifle*

Nov 20 Air Rifle 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Field Rifle*

*Eligible for entry into National Postal 
Comp

Little River:

Date 9.30am Noon

Jan 24 No shoot 

Feb 28 Centrefire 3P 
SSAA State 
Champs

Rimfire 
3P SSAA 
State 
Champs

March 27 No shoot

April 24 Centrefire 
Field Rifle

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

May 22 Centrefire 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Silhouette 
60 Targets

June 26 Centrefire 3P Rimfire 3P

July 24 Keith Barnett Memorial 
Rimfire Silhouette  
80 targets

Aug 28 Centrefire 
Field Rifle

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

Sep 25 Centrefire & Rimfire Me-
tallic Silhouette SSAA VIC 
State Champs

Oct 23 Centrefire & Rimfire Field 
Rifle SSAA VIC State 
Champs

Nov 27 Centrefire 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Silhouette 
60 targets

For more information contact Bill on 0408 
323 060 or Jenny at dejen@jeheda.com

We are dedicated to the safe, competi-
tive use of military firearms. Friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions 
are held at the SSAA Little River Range 
on the first and second Sundays of the 
month. The first Sunday (9am start) 
of the month events include the main 
event, a 3 Position competition over 
100m, 200m and 300m, plus the special-
ty event, which includes rapid fire and is 
different each month. A long-range event 
at 500m is held three times a year. The 
second Sunday (11am start) main event 
is the 3P Trainer Competition on a mini 

3P target over  50m, 75m and 100m, 
using military trainer rifles (.22 and 310 
calibers) The  MRC State Titles are held 
in April at the Dookie Agricultural Col-
lege. Club rifles are available.

Other special away events are held in 
partnership with several VRA clubs and 
other Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s Gen-
eral Meeting for all members is held at 
the SSAA Springvale Range on the fourth 
Thursday of the month at 8pm.New 
members, juniors and visitors are always 
welcome. Come along and support your 
club. Annual membership is $35 for 
adults and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to 
17yrs inclusive)

Website: www.vicmrc.com

Email: milrifle@yahoo.com.au

Phone: Ian Garth, 0408 568 083

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers which runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale range. 

Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and 
Sundays from noon. 

A variety of competitions are shot, in-
cluding ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire 
and Classic Pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m, 
Service Match, IPSC and Metallic Silhou-
ette (at Eagle Park range). Our website 
contains a full calendar of competitions 
and range times.

Introduction to Handguns course

New members are welcome. We run 
regular Introduction to Handguns cours-
es which will teach you the basics of 
handgun safety and shooting fundamen-
tals as well as provide an introduction 
to joining the club. The course consists 
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60 
minutes on the range firing a variety of 
club handguns. The course costs $65 and 
includes range entry and ammunition. 
Bookings for the course are taken online 
at our website or at the front desk at 
Springvale Range. Completing the intro-
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duction course is the first step in joining 
our club.

Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee 
and thereafter a $100 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 
Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 

For more information please see our 
website at: 

Website: www.sspc.org.au

Contact: info@sspc.org.au

Sebastian (Secretary): 0417 034 325

The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-
tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events.

Shooting is a sport that does not present 
a barrier to anyone who wishes to get 
involved - neither age, physical ability nor 
gender are barriers to enjoying the sport 
of pistol shooting. 

It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.

The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 
many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.

Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 

Website: www.springvalepc.org

The Springvale shooting range is open 
every day of the week. The facility, 
which includes a licensed bar, lounge, 
and restaurant, caters to: 22 rifles only 
at 50m (no magnums); 25-50m pistol 
ranges and 10m air rifle.

The range hosts a number of competi-
tions throughout the week, as well as ca-
tering for corporate and group shooting 
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday 
parties and community activities. 

The 50m, .22 main range is available 
to the public and members. Unlicensed 
shooters are welcome to come down and 
use the facility under the guidance of 
experienced range officers/instructors. 
Loan firearms are available at the range.

Trading hours:
Monday to Friday: 5pm to 9pm
Saturday: 10am to 6pm
Sunday: Noon to 5pm 
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Contact: Assistant Range Manager Ray-
mond Tan, springvale@ssaavic.com.au              

For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising!

We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.

Multi Disciplines: Practise and competi-
tion, 3P, field rifle, practical rifle, sports 
rifle, air rifle, stuff we make up as we go.

Shooter of the Month Awards, Shooter of 
the Year Award.

Annual membership fee: $20 
Annual target levy: $50
Need more information? 
Club Secretary: Jenny, dejen@jeheda.
com 

Club PR Officer: Zdenka, 0418 562 257

Club Coach: Bill O’Connor, 0408 323 060

Calendar of events for 2016:

Jan 14 3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand 
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Jan 28 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

Feb 11 25m Precision - Animal 
Silhouettes Rd1 / R5

Feb 25m Precision - Animal 
Silhouettes Rd2 / R5

Mar 10 Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6 
Off Hand 2x5 
Standing Post 2x5 
Sitting Post 2x5 / R5

Mar 24 Field Rifle / R5

April 14 10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

Apri 28 10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

May 12 AGM – 7:00pm @ Taco 
Bill’s, Springvale

May 26 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

June 9 10m Rimfire Open Sights 
/ R5

June 23 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

July 14 Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6 
& Off Hand 2x5 Standing 
Post 2x5 & Sitting Post 2x5 
/ R5

July 28 Field Rifle / R5

Aug 11 3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand 
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Aug 25 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

Sep 8 10m Air Rifle Precision* / 
Air

Sep 22 10m Air Rifle Precision* / 
Air

Oct 13 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

Oct 27 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10 
Standing Post 2x10 & 
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 10 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10 
Standing Post 2x10 & 
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 24 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10 
Standing Post 2x10 & 
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Dec 8 Christmas Fun Shoot / 
Presentations / R5

Dec 16 
or 17

Christmas Party - Venue to 
be advised
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Rekindle the spirit of black powder fire-
arm sporting shooting with the VMLC.

Relive the excitement of bygone days by 
shooting black powder firearms, a truly 
engrossing and satisfying sport. Every-
one is welcomed to attend the VMLC 
monthly competitions at the SSAA (Vic) 
Eagle Park Shooting Complex near Little 
River on the third Saturday of every 
month. Even if you don’t own any Muzzle 
Loading or black powder firearms, knowl-
edgeable and generous VMLC members 
are always eager to give you a few shots!

Competitions are organised for all black 
powder original and reproduction fire-
arms including cap and ball, cartridge 
and single-shot handguns, muzzle load-
ing long-arms including flint, percussion, 
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile, 
smooth bore musket cartridge rifle, and 
muzzle loading and cartridge shotgun.

From January to October competitions 
are held. Prize-winners are presented 
with cards as well as trophies for the 
various championships, such as Breech 
Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Ri-
fle, Traditional Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long 
Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock 
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading 
Shotgun, and Handgun.

For November many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Cham-
pionships where lots of black powder and 
lead is expended during the day, and at 
night everyone relaxes at the free barbe-
cue exchanging black powder stories and 
generally having a good time. December 
is set aside for some traditional competi-
tions, such as cannon and novelty events.

VMLC membership also includes an en-
tertaining and informed newsletter, The 
Ramrod, which is sent to members every 
month. The Ramrod includes shooters’ 
scores, VMLC record scores, coming 
events and additional articles of interest 
to the black powder enthusiast.

For more information contact VMLC 
President Jim Morraitis on 03 9401 1955 
during business hours, visit www.vmlc.
com.au or Facebook at www.facebook.
com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twit-

ter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest search 
for victorian muzzle loading club. 

WARNING: West Wodonga Shooting 
Complex Ranges will be closed on the 
first Wednesday of each month until 
further notice.

Day range pass:

SSAA members

Adult $10

Pensioner $5

Junior Free

Non members

Adult $20

Pensioner $15

Junior Free

Other fees:

Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each

Competition Fee $5

Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)

Annual range 
passes

$65 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$35

Six month range 
passes

$35  
Jan 1 to Jun 30

Wodonga range matters  

Upon arriving at the range, leave your 
firearms securely locked in your vehicle 
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who 
will be wearing a high-visibility vest. 
The RO will guide you to sign the range 
attendance sheet and take your range 
fees. The RO will instruct you on when 
you may bring firearms from a vehicle 
to the firing line and when you may take 
firearms from the firing line back to a 
vehicle. 

The use of correct eye and hearing 
protection is compulsory for all people 
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not 

acceptable. 

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)

First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)

First Saturday 
• 1pm -3pm Training programs and 

group bookings 
Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 lr
• Noon .22 Rim-Fire 100m Fly 

Shoot 
• 1pm .22 lr Rimfire Metallic Silhouette

Third Saturday
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am-noon Handgun Club Metal-

lic Silhouette

Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot for any 

firearm
• 12.30pm 200m fox shoot

Fifth Sunday
• 10am - 4pm general shooting  

Wednesday 10am-noon (excluding first 
Wednesday of every month)

Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days.

Contact: President Josh Knight, jaek1@
me.com or 0488 970 293. Secretary Faith 
Porter, secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au,  
PO Box 501 Wodonga VIC 3689.

Upcoming major events: September 23 to 
25, 2016, IPSC SSM#2 Match

First Saturday 
10.30am Bullseye (900 Match) 
12.30pm Service Pistol and Action Match 
(Practical)
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First Sunday 
11.30am 1pm Black-podwer and Air Pistol

Second Saturday 
10am Introduction Course (must book) 
1pm Centrefire/25m  
1pm Action Match (Falling Plates)

Second Sunday 
9.30am IPSC (club level)

Third Saturday 
10.30am Centrefire/25m 
1.30 pm Metallic Silhouettes (300m range) 
1pm Action Match (Barricades)

Fourth Saturday 
10.15am Metallic Silhouettes (300m) 
10.30am Standard Pistol  
1pm Steel Challenge (club level)

Fifth Saturday 
10.30am Practice and Novelty events

Range is open some Wednesday’s 
12.30pm to 3pm. See the website for 
additional details: http://www.wodongah-
andgunclub.org.au/ 

Our contact details: President, Bruce 
Sweeney bcsween@bigpond.com or 
Secretary, Ruth on secretary@wodongah-
andgunclub.org.au

Retrieving Ttial

The trial is scheduled for Sunday 21 Au-
gust for Intermediate & Advanced stakes 
and will be held in the Murchison area.

Members are welcome to camp over on 
Saturday night. Please note: The trial 
will take the place of the August monthly 
training day. We are very pleased that 
Byron Kendall and Andrew Yeomans 
have accepted judging appointments and 
the club thanks them for their ongoing 
support.

There will be a second trial on Sunday, 
September 25. For details, contact Sam 
Heyes 0418 512 780

Sydney SHOT Expo

Seven WGAA dogs again wowed large 
crowds at the SSAA Sydney SHOT Expo. 
Boat retrieves, pointing, single and double 
marks … the dogs performed magnificent-
ly. Many thanks to the handlers, especially 
those who took on the challenge present-
ed by the recalcitrant club dog trailer and 
its troublesome axle issues! Next stop 
Perth in October.

Pointer and setter field trials

This season has again been a very poor 
season and all our trials were cancelled 
due to the acute shortage of quail in 
Victoria.

Monthly training

The next training day is Sunday, August 
21. This year there will be a greater 
emphasis on puppy and beginner dog 
training. 

Gundog training is on the third Sunday 
of each month and our new venue has 
proved to be very successful. See our 
blog for directions to the site - just Google 
‘wgaa blog’ or contact the Training Officer, 

Kevin Phelps 0407 091 221.

The club has an extensive range of 
training equipment which includes several 
electronic throwers, a ‘backing’ dog, 
retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and 
release traps

As usual, kick off is at 9am with a BBQ 
and raffle at noon. Anyone with a gundog 
is welcome. Please contact our Training 
Officer, Kevin Phelps – 0407 091 221.

Facebook 

WGAA is on Facebook

WGAA blog

View reports and slideshows of WGAA 
events on WGAA’s blog at http://wgaa.
blogspot.com or just google - wgaa blog
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Proudly supported by:

Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate 
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying 
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you 
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.

Hunting’s future 
depends on you

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters 
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field

• Share your knowledge and skills with others

Australian

Deer 
Association

RAYTRADE PTY LTD




