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The Victorian Shooter is the bi-monthly magazine of the Sporting Shooters
Association of Australia (Vic). PO Box 607, Box Hill, Vic. 3128.
Editor: Barry Oliver
Art/Graphic Designer: Lee Ann and David
Disclaimer: Please note that the views expressed in some articles and by
some contributors are not necessarily those of the SSAA (Vic).
Editorial Deadline for the October 2015 edition of The Vic Shooter
is Friday 4th September 2015.
Download the Vic Shooter: The Victorian Shooter is available on our
website for downloading. Visit www.ssaavic.com.au and choose which
edition of The Victorian Shooter you would like to view. An archive of The
Victorian Shooter back to January 2004 is available for viewing.
E-mail Alerts: Keep abreast of shooting matters, subscribe TODAY to the
SSAA (Vic) E-mail Alerts. Simply email the State Office on state_office@
ssaavic.com.au with your email address and you will be kept up to date
with everything that is going on with your sport.

This month I would like
to take the opportunity to
remind all members that the
Annual elections are occurring
shortly. It is your chance to
have your say in the way
your Association is being run.
Historically, only about 10%
of our members choose to
exercise their right to vote. I
would really like to see this
number increasing.
Having said that, I would like to point out that the last three
years have seen a significant improvement in the way our
Association operates. We now have operational and financial
systems in place which allow proper oversight by the Board
and we have a formal and disciplined budget. We have also
had significant improvements in diverse areas such as range
management, OH&S compliance, personnel management,
operations, political advocacy and record keeping. By the
time you read this, a dedicated media and communications
person will have also joined State Office.
We still have more to do and I would ask that you allow
the Board to continue its work by electing the three renominating Directors.
On another topic, you will no doubt have heard about the
furore over the importation of a new model lever action
shotgun. It is important to know that the Adler is simply a
new model. Lever action shotguns have been legally available
in Australia for over 100 years and can be seen in use in
Western Action competitions. The current frothing at the
mouth by the anti-everything bunch is purely down to the
YouTube video posted by the importer. What it failed to show
was the low likelihood of hitting anything smaller than the
Coliseum, if used in a ‘rapid-fire’ manner.
However, rest assured that we are working with the upper
house Shooters and Fishers members, firearms traders
groups and interested shooting organisations to put a stop to
calls for re-classifying lever action firearms. The fight is not
confined to Victoria. It also involves other States and SSAA
National. Meetings to develop a considered, targeted and
national approach have already taken place and are ongoing.
Denis Moroney
President

Letters: An opportunity is available for members to have their say in
each edition of The Victorian Shooter. Have your say by writing, faxing or
emailing your comments to: The Victorian Shooter at PO Box 607, Box Hill,
Vic. 3128, F: 03 8892 2700 or E: barryoliver@optusnet.com.au.
Front Cover Picture
A blackie on duck opening 2015.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015
SPORTING SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA (Vic) LTD
ABN 88 005 020 422

The Annual General Meeting of the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Vic) Ltd.
Will be held on Sunday the 20th September 2015, at 2.00 p.m. Venue: 710 Dandenong Road
Springvale.
AGENDA
1.

TheChairman’sopeningaddress.

2.

ConfirmtheminutesoftheAnnualGeneralMeetingheldon21stSeptember2014.

3.

ToreceiveandadopttheFinancialReport,Directors’ReportandAuditors’Reportfor
theyearended30April2015.

4.

ToannouncetheresultsoftheBallotfortheelectionofDirectors(ifheld).

5.

ToannouncetheresultsoftheBallotfortheresolutionofMotions(ifany).

6.

OtherBusinessonNotice.

7.

MeetingClosure.


ByOrderoftheBoard

RossFarmer
Secretary

TheBoardofDirectorstakesthisopportunitytourgeallmemberstoparticipatein
thisyear’sAnnualGeneralMeetingbyvotingforthecandidatesoftheirchoice.
Thereare4positionsontheBoardandsoeverypersonentitledtovotecanexercise
theirrightbyselectionfromtheCandidates.
NOTES
AnnualReport
The2015AnnualReport,includingtheFinancialReport,Director’sReportandtheAuditor’sReportis
availablefromtheStateOffice,Unit3,26EllingworthParade,BoxHillonrequestorcanbeobtained
atourwebsiteatwww.ssaavic.com.aufromlateAugust2015.
DirectorsFees
Apartfromthereimbursementofreasonableoutofpocketexpenses,Directorsdonotreceiveany
remunerationoremolumentsfortheirservice.Thepaymentofmoneyormoney’sworth,toanyDiͲ
rectorisproscribedbytheCompany’sconstitution.
RighttoattendtheAGM
AnymemberoftheSSAA(Vic)isentitledtoattendthemeeting,speakandraisequestionsinrelation
tobusinessofwhichnoticeshallhavebeengiventotheSecretaryonehundredandeightydaysat
leastbeforethemeetingisheld.OnlyadultmemberswithatleasttwelvemonthscontinuousmemͲ
bershipareentitledtovoteatthemeeting.
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Hunting & Conservation
Parks Victoria has recently submitted to the SSAA their program planner for the 2015/2016 financial year. In this report
there are many new proposed projects from rabbits and foxes in Melbourne’s western suburbs to pigs in Western Port. I
am working closely with the rangers to have these projects up and running as soon as possible.
Minister of Conservation NZ Maggie Barry
Mike Spray and I met alongside Parks Victoria and the ADA to meet and greet Minister Barry regarding the CPM Deer
Program in the Dandenong Ranges National Park. She was very interested in the way Parks Victoria utilise volunteers to
assist them with pest management. It was great to show the minister the strong relationship the SSAA has with Parks
Victoria and how shooting can be used to protect some of Victoria’s most sensitive and valuable parks.

From Left to Right
Mike Spray, Minister Maggie Barry, Rhys Coote, Barry Howlett ADA, Danny Hudson Parks Vic,
and Trevor McIntosh Parks Vic.
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Hunting & Conservation
CPM Training and Accreditation Course
The revised CPM training and accreditation program is nearly finalized. The program is a one day course and is made
up of specific training modules that will provide CPM operators the necessary skills to engage in CPM projects. These
modules include outdoor navigation which can be done as an online assignment, operator’s rules and protocols, outdoor
equipment, selecting a firearm, basic ballistics, marksmanship, zeroing a firearm, kill zones and shot placement,
emergency procedures and a practical shooting assessment.
From the review of the CPM program last year, one of the outcomes was the realization that there were 713 accredited
operators and only enough projects for about 150 places on projects each year. This meant the vast majority of
accredited operators were not able to participate in projects. In hindsight it would have been less problematic to
regulate the number of members being accredited and instead align numbers with project needs. We still have the
huge pool of accredited operators to deliver projects and a large number who remain inactive through no fault of their
own. Because of this, it would not make sense to train and accredit more people, therefore delivery of the accreditation
program will be on a needs basis only. In other words if there is a need to accredit more operators for specific regions
or projects then we will deliver courses based on that need.
There will be no requirement for existing CPM operators to re-train or re-qualify. All existing CPM operators will retain
their accreditation however there will be revalidation sometime next year. This will allow SSAA (Vic) to up-date the
database. I do know of some CPM operators still on the database who have moved on, or do not want to retain their
accreditation. The revalidation will be a tidy up of the database. After the 1st revalidation next year all accreditations
will expiry every three years to allow for further reconciliation of the database.
The CPM Memorandum of Understand and Funding Agreement with Parks Victoria expires in June 2016. We are
currently communicating with agencies to seek further funding to extend the CPM program for another four year term.
We will keep you up-dated as we progress with this.
If you need to discuss any CPM matters please contact me at State Office phone 8889 2277 or email: rhys.coote@
ssaavic.com.au
Rhys Coote
CPM Manager SSAA (Vic)

Victorian School Teachers Games
SHEPPARTON
Sun 20th to Wed 23rd September 2015
3 shooting events Rifle, Pistol and Shotgun
For further information, registration, sporting events and accommodation refer to
http://www.victeachersgames.com.au

www.ssaavic.com.au
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Range Officer Training
RANGE OFFICER TRAINING AND ACCREDITATION PROGRAM
To recap, the ‘Range Officer Training Policy’ adopted by the Board earlier this year provides new policy on the
requirements and conditions that must be met to train, qualify and maintain the SSAA (Vic) core qualified Range
Officer (RO) accreditation.
The training and accreditation program will now require RO applicants to enroll in the program and attend a 1 day
training and assessment workshop including completing a pre workshop assignment.
All RO accreditations will have an expiry date of three years. RO’s will be revalidated for a further three years after
providing attestation of having been actively involved in conducting live fire activity on ranges on an on-going basis.
I have recently visited the Bendigo, East Gippsland, Shepparton and Wodonga Branches and met with current
RO’s at Springvale and Eagle Park ranges to consult with key individuals about the new program. The training
and accreditation package has been favorably received and I am now arranging trials on the program at various
locations. My apologies to those Branches and key individuals I have not met with as yet. If any of you have any
questions about the training and accreditation package please contact me at any time.
I anticipate some tweaking of the program as a result of the trials and expect the final version to be rolled out by the
end of September.
There will be no requirement for existing RO’s to re-qualify. However all existing RO’s will be revalidated when the
first revalidation is conducted sometime in 2016.
If anyone would like any further information about the training and accreditation program please contact me.
Mike Spray
Operations Manager
Cell: 0404 300 045
Email: mike.spray@ssaavic.com.au

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

WANTED
Militaria: WW1, WW2.
Also looking for AATTV and Vietnam items and
especially veteran ‘bring back items’ from all periods.
All items considered, good prices paid for the right
items. I will pay $2000 for a WW1 tunic in good order.
Please call Geoff 0419528274

Looking for a customer? Need to get your name
or product out there? Remember, the SSAA (Vic)
has 34,000 members. Why not place an ad in Vic
Shooter and support the organisation that helps
keep you shooting?
Firearm advertisements require the licence number
of the vendor and the serial number of the firearm.
Private classified ads from members are published
free of charge.
For business advertising contact the State Office
on (03) 8892 2777

WANT TO BE ON OUR
MAILING LIST?
Simply email
development@ssaavic.com.au
to join our mailing list and stay up to date
with the latest from SSAA (Vic).

Or find us on Facebook
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Eagle Park
EAGLE PARK NEWS

5 – Stand range approved in June and now in operation
A new 5-stand ground has been setup at Eagle Park for shotgun use. The 5-stand offers shotgunners, 5 targets from
5 positions, a total of 25 targets. The stand is manned and shooters will be given instructions in safety and shooting
techniques. This addition will provide a great introduction to shooting for new shooters. It will also be well used by
those wishing to improve and will provide a practice venue for seasoned shooters.
The 5-stand will be open from 10:00am on the following days.
1st Sunday of the month
2nd Saturday of the month
3rd Sunday of the month
4th Saturday of the month
Range 2 approved for 500 metres
Eagle Park now has two 500 metre ranges, the new range is now been approved for use out to 500 meters for bench
rest and prone positions. This will allow both bench rest and military to conduct competitions on the new range.
Main range
The main 500 metre range is becoming more and more popular. On some occasions the range has reached capacity
but now we are able to accommodate more shooters. Additional benches have been ordered and the eastern end is
being looked at with the plan to increase the range to 100 benches.
Many other projects are being investigated including additional steel gongs, car parking, signage, roof improvements,
PA system and access to and from the ranges.

Target at 200 metres on the new 500 metre range
Eagle Park, Gifkins Road, Little River
Operating Hours
Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Sunday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Monday 9:00am – 5:00pm

www.ssaavic.com.au
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Shooters & Fishers Party
At the last Victorian State Election 2 members of the Shooters
and Fishers Party were elected to the Upper House.
Jeff Bourman MLC
Member for Eastern Victoria
Shooters and Fishers Party
My start in shooting came when I was about eight years old. I remember my dad holding a .22LR for me whilst I fired a shot;
presumably it hit the ground because I don’t think anything else was in any danger.
When we moved to North Central Victoria in the 80s I finally got a .22 LR of my own and that is when my real interest in shooting
started. I shot every day I was able to and it became an intense interest that continued after we moved to the city.
I got my Shooter’s Licence before I got my Driver’s Licence.
My main ‘stream’ of shooting is that of feral pest control. Given that I started shooting on a farm it isn’t that surprising.
I enjoy spotlighting and generally ‘going for a walk’ on rural properties and removing whatever I can. I find that this has the double
benefit of getting me out of the big smoke and into open spaces and the removal of destructive feral animals.
Along the way I also became interested in ex-military firearms, mostly WW2 Vintage and more recently, Antique Black Powder
guns. The Black Powder addiction came late in the piece and it puts a lot of things into perspective. My first Black Powder was a
Snider which, despite being a single shot, was the ‘assault rifle’ of its time because it took cartridges and was not muzzle loading.
It’s all a matter of perspective.
My first experience of being told to surrender a rifle because of changes to the law was in 1989 when I handed in an SKS.
Unfortunately it wasn’t the last time I had to line up and hand in my previously legal possession.
After 1989, I had a number of semi-automatic rifles, a Ruger 10/22 and some Centre Fire Semi-automatics when I was a member
of the Military Rifle Club. To me, those were halcyon days when I was able to have one of everything as long as I abided by the
rules.
Events in 1996 changed that. Abiding by the rules was no longer enough and I lined up yet again to hand over my formerly legal
weapons. I miss the Ruger the most.
I also started Pistol Shooting in the mid-90s, undergoing at the time, what I thought was an immense amount of red tape. I really
started to enjoy the evenings at the Springvale SSAA Range and competitions at the Little River Range. I even met my wife at the
Springvale Range.
Unfortunately in 2002 we were saved from ourselves yet again and I had to hand in all bar one of my handguns, and as it was one
I didn’t like so much, I gave it all away. A decision I regret to this day.
We are faced with the increased urbanisation of our society which is leading to a ‘Disneyfication’ of the world at large and towards
hunting and shooting specifically.
People that are happy to run down to the supermarket and grab a steak but recoil at the idea of hunting free range venison or a
duck. The distance between what a lot of people think and reality can be best described as a ‘gulf’. They are quite happy to chow
down on a juicy steak but describe hunting as cruel. It is just hypocrisy and shows that people are responding with emotion rather
than logic. Along with the constant attacks from ideologically unsound groups like the Greens, we are always on the back foot.
Until recently that is.
The Shooters and Fishers Party has had a representative in the NSW Parliament since 1995 and two representatives since 2005.
Rick Mazza was elected as a representative of the Western Australian Parliament for the Shooters and Fishers Party in 2013.
More recently, Daniel Young and I were elected to the Victorian Legislative Council in the State Election in Victoria in November last
year.
Our team is bringing the fight to the Greens and focusing on ensuring that decision making in Victorian Government Departments is
more balanced and less city centric.
It is a big job and we are passionate about being the voice of shooters and fishers in the Victorian Parliament.
Fishers have only just started to get attention from the Greens, with Marine Parks the biggest threat so far. We are taking measures
to enlist the support of Fishers and calling for their input to identifying matters which are of concern to them.
As we have seen recently in NSW, animal rights extremists are also getting political and if we aren’t careful about maintaining our
representation, people who love the outdoors and pursue hunting and fishing activities could find themselves with regulations that
curtail even the simplest of their pleasures.
Politics at the best of times is pragmatic and we can never assume that any of us are safe.
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Shooters & Fishers Party
Daniel Young
Member for Northern Victoria
Shooters and Fishers Party of Victoria

This past 6 months has been a world of firsts for me. Some of them were expected and I had months to get used to the idea,
like welcoming my first child into the world. Others were so far from expected that I am still struggling to get used to it. Being
elected to parliament is not what I had in mind for a career path but here I am, making decisions on how our state will be
managed, having the ability to voice my opinion on major issues and most importantly, representing the people I belong to.
I started 2014 working as a welder. Having finished an apprenticeship in Sheetmetal Fabrication, I moved on to a construction
company that took on large, heavy fabrication projects. Long hours, dirty clothes, heavy lifting, cuts, bruises and burns were
my everyday life. I was engaged, we had bought a block of land and I was planning to build my own house.
This all changed in early October as I attended a gun auction. I was there to gush over the antique Winchesters and Colts
when I met the Shooter and Fishers Party of Victoria, not yet a registered party and still trying to get their feet off the ground.
Immediately I struck a conversation with Jeff and couldn’t help myself but to lecture him on some issues I felt were important.
He listened, he explained to me what they were trying to do and he said something to me that sunk in. “Why don’t you get
involved?”
I asked myself that very question later that night. Why don’t I get involved? What have I got to lose? Well, I can tell you what
we have already lost. We have lost our rights. We have lost our image, but most importantly we are losing our heritage and our
culture.
The image of shooters and hunters has been unjustly tarnished. Those who oppose what we do (often those who call for
equality and respect of cultures) would have everyone believe that we are nothing more than murderous bastards who intend
to destroy everything. This could not be further from the truth. Most shooters are responsible, respectful and genuine people.
We have a love of being outdoors, in the bush, sitting by a lake or river and taking in the wild for what it actually is. Not the
fairyland imagined by inner-city greens.
Our image is also damaged by those few who choose to do the wrong thing. I do not consider these as people I represent
and I refuse to be defined by them. Our organisations do a fantastic job of educating people to go about their activities in the
correct and legal manner and we all should do our part to support those messages.
I mention the loss of our heritage and culture because these are two things that are very important to me. I grew up around
guns. I learned safety and responsibility at a very young age because of that. My upbringing has forged who I am today and
my family’s culture is ingrained in me. This is my way of life.
Since I was a kid, I have hunted and fished all over Victoria. I have had a chance to explore remote places that many people
have never been to, I have slept under the stars and in the freezing cold, and I have experienced nature in many ways. This
has taught me respect for the wild and the elements. I also don’t need to tell anyone here how expensive shooting activities
are, so I learned to work hard if I wanted to participate or compete.
I have harvested my own food; I have a healthy knowledge of how meat is put on my plate and where it comes from. I am not
delusional in thinking meat comes from the supermarket in a neat package.
Getting outdoors and dirty, in the company of friends and family is a great way to grow up and it is how I intend to raise my
kids. This makes it my heritage. My father grew up this way, his father, and his father before him grew up this way. A culture
that has been handed down for generations and I will not see it lost.
These are just some of the reasons I got involved. As luck would have it, I have ended up here. I am in Parliament House,
representing the Shooters and Fishers Party of Victoria, all because I put my hand up. I made a phone call and said “what can I
do to help?” I now have four years at the least to claw back what we have lost and I am determined to make the most of it.
What I can do here is encourage everyone to do the same. Collectively we have quite a voice and we should use it to whatever
advantage we can. I’m keen to see my heritage and culture respected as much as anyone else.

www.ssaavic.com.au
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CFCV
THE POLITICAL RESPONSE TO THE HANDGUN BUYBACK
A little over 10 years ago and under the guidance of former SSAA President, Sebastian Ziccone, the SSAA led the move to
create the Combined Firearms Council of Victoria (CFCV).
The decision to form the group was in direct response to the Howard government’s decision to ban short barrel handguns
following a shooting at Monash University, just a few weeks before the Victorian state election.
The decision to join was not about handguns but the tendency of governments to yet again gang up on shooters who had done
no wrong. The government’s reaction could have easily been in response to curtail the use of shotguns, or junior participation
in shooting. This event just happened to involve handguns. That’s why other organisations that had nothing to do with
handgun use joined up.
Starting with the 2002 state election, the CFCV has been providing voting advice to Victorian shooters, targeting those
candidates who oppose the shooting sports and supporting those who support them. We’ve been doing this with full page ads
in the major daily newspapers and direct mail outs to members in certain electorates with impressive results.
It is because of this that duck hunting continues, we have a Firearms Consultative Committee, and over $12m was provided for
shooting range development.
The CFCV today
Ten years on, the CFCV membership includes Field and Game Australia, the Victorian Amateur Pistol Association, the Firearm
Traders Association and the Vintagers Order of Edwardian Gunners.
The CFCV has recently developed a new work plan. This plan includes an aggressive social media strategy to connect with
the 180,000 licensed shooters in Victoria in order to give important voting advice to shooters prior to the next state election.
Imagine what would be possible even if we only managed to connect with a quarter of them!
What you can do
The CFCV now has a new website (firearmscouncil.org.au), Facebook page (firearmscouncilvic), is on Twitter (@firearmscouncil)
and is also on Linkedin (group: Aussie gun politics).
We also have an RSS feed and an opt in email service – making it really easy for any shooter with access to social media or
email to stay in touch.
If you don’t have internet access, see if someone you know who does, perhaps they can look us up on your behalf.
You’ll see articles we have published explaining how the significant increase in the number of Greens elected to Parliament
continues to threaten the future of the hunting sports – and how the CFCV intends to combat this. However, we need your
help.
So jump online and connect with the CFCV today. Make sure your shooting friends do as well.
The more who follow the CFCV’s advice, the stronger shooting will be.

Neil Jenkins
admin@firearmscouncil.org.au
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SHOT BY A CAMEL
Extra care is needed when loading and unloading,
says Ross Williams
South Australian explorer John Horrocks was shot by his camel on the shores of
Lake Dutton, back in 1846. He was preparing to pull a lead ball from the barrel of
his muzzleloader when the ghastly accident happened.
In his last journal entry, he wrote, “The camel gave a lurch to one side, and
caught his pack in the cock of my gun, which discharged the barrel I was
unloading, the contents of which first took off the middle fingers of my right hand between the second and third
joints, and entered my left cheek by my lower jaw, knocking out a row of teeth from my upper jaw.”
Not long afterwards, far from any kind of help, Horrocks died. What finally killed him? Blood poisoning from his
jaw wound seems most likely. But here, almost 170 years later, that’s the wrong question. We are better off asking
how he contributed to the accident. What did he do wrong?
His main error was trying to unload in an unsafe place. That is, Horrocks’ journal shows he knew his camel was a
cranky individual given to fractious behaviour. Yet he chose to unload right next to it.
Let there be no mistake. Loading and unloading have always been, and always will be, times when the risk of accidental discharge increases.
You don’t need a camel to kill or injure yourself or someone else. All you need is to relax, to have a lapse of concentration at the very moment when extra care is needed. Murphy’s Law will see to the rest. Add a dickhead —
the human equivalent of Horrock’s camel — and things can get really nasty.
Some time ago, at a Victorian duck opening, I was in a camping area on the shores of Top Marsh. Hearing a metallic rattle, I swung around to see a bloke cycling cartridges from his then-legal self-loader with the barrel pointing straight at my midriff from thirty feet away. I vacated the spot instantly.
Someone else ran towards him from one side, shouting
“Stop! Point it straight up!” Then I arrived and together
we told him the basics:

 Never bring a loaded firearm into camp.
 Never unload by cycling the rounds through the chamber – dangerous, as each cartridge is at risk of firing on
the way through.

 Always point the muzzle in a safe direction, no matter
where you are.

I also showed him how to unload by using his self-loader’s magazine cut-off.
But our efforts were all in vain. The next morning, he
shot the top off a tent pole.

Parking the finger on the trigger is bad news.

A relatively common error is touching the trigger. Look at the photo where a salesman has broken a shotgun, as he
should, but has unconsciously parked his finger on the trigger at the same time. Elsewhere, had he inserted a cartridge and closed the action, the gun might have fired.
Safety catches are mechanical devices which can and do fail, so the automatic safety on that gun could not be fully
trusted. Safe shooters may use a safety catch, but never rely on it.

www.ssaavic.com.au
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Many rifles and a very few shotguns have a detachable box magazine (often wrongly called a clip) or a dropping
floor plate that dumps the cartridges from the bottom of the magazine. These devices simplify unloading and make
it safe, but what can we do if a repeater has no such provision?
There is a safe unloading method called an interrupted cycle. It’s supposed to be part of Victoria’s firearms safety
training, but just in case some readers haven’t met it, here’s how it works with a bolt-action repeater:
(1) Hold the firearm with the barrel pointing
almost straight up and the trigger towards your
body. Prop the toe (that is, the bottom corner) of
the butt on your hip.
(2) Grip the action between your thumb and
third or little finger, so that the palm and remaining fingers are cupped and ready to catch the
cartridges as they fall out of the breech.
(3) Open the bolt fully. Then gently ease it forInterrupted cycle. Cartridge free of magazine — pull
ward until the cartridge is free of the magazine
(but not in the chamber, of course). Do not allow the bolt back now.
the bolt to rotate.
(4) Pull the bolt all the way back, allowing the cartridge to fall into your hand.
(5) Repeat the sequence until the magazine is empty.
Now some final thoughts. Well-trained hunters minimise the time firearms spend in a loaded condition and ensure
unloaded firearms stay open wherever practicable. They work on the principle that a firearm should be empty unless
there is a reason for it to be loaded. The only acceptable reason, of course, is that one is ready to use it.
Safety depends on self-discipline. The fact that shooting ranks as a safe pastime, ahead of rock fishing, boating,
hang gliding and a host of others, says much for the care and responsibility shown by so many of its devotees.
© Copyright R. Williams, July 2015

12

www.ssaavic.com.au

Openings
DUCK & QUAIL OPENINGS 2015

Things are not looking great, dry conditions prevailing everywhere. Reports coming in suggest that while there are ducks in selected
areas, overall it’s not good. Still, duck season is almost here and another opening beckons. The Opening, the great day that all
committed duck hunters look forward to. This is the day that spawns a thousand stories, the day that is preceded by weeks of
planning and preparation, of phone calling and never ending discussions about where to go, who’s going where ... and why. And
finally the Government announces that there will be a normal duck opening day bag limit of 10 birds. Great! Time to start the real
planning and getting things happening. Decoys, steel shot, waders, a hundred items to be relocated, checked and made ready.
Being there, enjoying the sights and sounds, being part of one Victoria’s great traditions. Pulling down a great shot, camping with old
friends, all these things and more are a part of duck opening and while the venue is important it’s not the only thing. Camaraderie,
good times, laughter all go hand in hand with duck opening. These are the features make duck opening important for those of us
who are fortunate enough to be there.
Checking newspapers in the last week or so before the opening for articles and letters both for and against duck hunting has become
something of a ritual for me. The Age is generally against while the Herald Sun falls somewhere in between. Incredibly, this time
around the Herald Sun published an editorial in favour of duck hunting! Over the years the media hype has become standard practice
and in an odd way it has only added to the sense of anticipation that goes along with the opening.
Driving to the swamp (the group decision is that Kerang is the place to be) is always enjoyable. It’s the perfect time for reflection,
to think about openings past while looking forward to tomorrow, it’s one of those too few times when things are really at their best.
Arrival, and it’s time to get into the swamp to get the decoys arranged and to select the position I plan to be shooting from - and a
spot for the dog. That job done, now back to camp to get the other essentials organized, the shells, the caller, wipe out the barrels,
feed the dog, make sure the aeroguard is handy, get tea ready and
… etc., etc. All done and dusted, everything ready and in place, a
good night’s sleep in the tent and then it’s opening again – one of
life’s great affirmations.
The alarm beeps at 5am and its time to get some coffee and toast,
next it’s into the waders (the new neoprene camo ones) and then
down to the swamp. Each of us has selected our own spot and
‘good lucks’ are exchanged as we head off. Sitting and waiting for
the time to tick by until the legal start at 7.20am, the dog trembling
with excitement, the ‘whack’ ‘whack’ as a couple of swans take off
from somewhere, the swampy smell everywhere … and then it’s
time. Almost on cue a blackie whooshes in to the decoys. One shot
and he crumples into the water, a swift retrieve by the dog and it’s
one in the bag. Two more follow five minutes later as shots begin to
be heard around the swamp. Some frenetic activity follows, a miss,
another miss and then two more teal in the bag. Things quieten
down for a bit then another teal comes in and it goes into the bag
also.
Six birds, not too bad a tally in what is a dry and difficult year.
There are plenty of birds flying around but they’re starting to get
higher and there’s no point in stretching the barrel and possibly
wounding birds. I’m happy with the number in the bag, happy with
the way the dog has worked and just generally happy with the way
the 2015 opening has unfolded.
Later in the day and after a few phone calls the news comes in
from other camps about what has generally been a better than
expected opening. Most have shot a few birds and after a quick bit
of calculation and it seems like the average bag has been about 4
with a few guys bagging out and some with only 1 or 2 birds.
Two weeks later and the quail season opens. Once again the pre
planning and preparation swings into operation. Duck opening is
great, but quail opening for me is equally as significant. There’s
nothing like the pre season dog training, the growing anticipation as the ‘network’ cranks up in the weeks before – where the birds
are and who’s going where.
Finally, the pre dawn drive to the paddocks, getting out of the car at the selected spot while it is still dark, checking the breeze,
having that final cup of coffee before getting the gun ready and putting on the old shooting jacket once again.
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Openings
It’s time to get going, the paddocks look great – stubble with a healthy looking regrowth and a few grass patches. Should be a
quail paradise. The breeze is cool and we decide to walk to the other end of the paddock and work the dogs back into it. The walk
is a brisk one along the fence line and ten minutes later the three of us reach the other end of the paddock, nicely warmed up.
We decide to run the dogs one at a time in five minute bursts, keeping the other two at heel. Only the handler will shoot. This way
they will last all day. Michael’s pointer Boss has only been going for less than a minute when he steadies into a point, and with
characteristic chilling stealth moves forward on command and three birds burst out of the stubble. The crack of the gun and the
first bird of the season is dropped, retrieved and in the bag – all under a couple of minutes! Great start. The pointer is set of again
and before he has turned on his first cast he slams into point.
A double, one of which is dropped and into the bag. The pointer goes back on the lead and the second dog, Flash; a young GSP
who was started at the end of last year’s season is set loose. What Flash lacks in experience he makes up for in enthusiasm, an
orange and white streak across the paddock he bumps two singles, forgivable, but he gets a stern reprimand nevertheless. A few
minutes later he steadies into a nice point, but the bird rises before his handler gets to him. Still, he is steady to the flush and
receives a pat before being put on the lead, and Gem, the old Setter is set loose. Unlike Flash Gem has had many birds dropped
before her full choke nose and in her first run of the season she nails three birds in quick succession, two of which are bagged.
Great paddock! Almost a dozen nicely
spaced birds in less than fifteen minutes
and we’ve only gone a few hundred
metres.
Boss is set loose for his second run and
it’s more of the same, good finds, the odd
miss, more game in the bag. Then it’s
the young Flash followed by Gem. At the
end of the paddock we decide to leash
the dogs and walk back over our tracks
to the top end of the paddock, cut across
for a couple of hundred metres and come
back into the breeze. This gives the dogs
a good break on what looks being a fairly
warm day.
And so it continues until we decide to
break for lunch, which is taken in the
shade of a stand of gums – the shade
being welcome now that it’s getting warm.
Boiled eggs, whole meal bread topped
with ham and homemade relish finished
off with a cup of tea – it couldn’t get any better. We finish and decide to wait, hoping that the gathering clouds will block the sun,
that way it will make things a bit cooler for the dogs. Our hopes are partially realized and we get organized to go again. We try the
adjoining paddock this time, splitting up, each of us working our own dogs. However, this paddock produces only two birds so we
decide to go back to the first paddock again.
Birds are a little scarcer this time, but with careful use of the wind and because the dogs are still going well, our tally slowly grows.
Around 4.30 we decide to call it quits. It’s been a good day, but a big one. There’s only one thing guaranteed in a day’s quail
shooting – that walking will be a big part of it. Fifteen or so birds each means that we can all enjoy a quail dinner later in the week.
While we haven’t ‘bagged out’, we’re satisfied because it’s been a tough day. Birds haven’t been overly plentiful and we have had
to work hard. As often happens early in the season, the day has been hotter than we would have liked, probably around 23 – 24
degrees, but by structuring things well we have made the most of what has been on offer. We have hunted the paddocks well, kept
the dogs as fresh as possible and worked hard for the game. Nothing left to do now but clean the birds.
Both openings have been good, not spectacular, but satisfying. The continuing dry weather has made things difficult but here’s still
months to go and things can only get better. Having the seasons on, adds a welcome aspect to things. Everything is as it should be
once again. Glorious hours to be spent walking distant paddocks in pursuit of the admirable quail, moments of anticipation waiting
to see if that flock of blackies will turn towards the decoys … fantastic!
James Revilo
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A Last Minute Hunt
Deciding on an afternoon hunt I made a last minute decision to hunt an area I had checked out some time before. The area didn’t
hold a lot of sign however, speaking to the farmer, I was given the okay to come for a hunt and if successful to supply some meat
for the dogs.
I drove up the paddock and headed straight towards a bush edge just to see if any sign was about. A quick check on foot
confirmed sambar sign, and fresh too! Taking the car further up the gully system I parked in the paddock planning the hunt for the
remaining 3 hours of the afternoon.
Heading off I entered the bush and immediately found good sign. I was excited as the farmer thought there wasn’t much sign
getting about. Moving up the face and topping out on a spur I decided to head further up the main system.
Moving around the dry face I sidled towards the creek in the next gully. There was some sign here and the bush on the wet
sclerophyll side looked good.
After pausing for a little in the gully I was about to move off when deer took off on the dry side about 50 meters away. They must
have been watching me while bedded. This was good sign and
I was happy to see a total of 3 sambar only 30 minutes into the
hunt.
Moving along I tracked two of them for a while and caught up
with one further around on the next spur. This indicated they
weren’t used to hunters. I decided to head higher up the spur
and then, with the time getting on, head back down the system
sidling further up gullies I had just past through, hoping to catch
a deer coming down to feed.
Sign was a little scarce further up the slope as I moved along
some nice looking gullies. I headed through the gully and met up
with the first spur I had passsed when I left the car.
Pausing on this spur I edged further around into a nice deep,
steep gully I hadn’t ventured into before. A wallaroo broke cover
and hopped a short distance on the steep face. I didn’t want it to
thump away and warn any deer in the area so I paused.
Moving off underneath it I slowly moved along, trying to keep its
warning thumps to a minimum. Looking around at this point I scanned below me towards the paddock. Suddenly I saw something
darker in the lower light of the gully. At a glance it looked like a head behind some cover. Quickly putting the ‘binos’ up I locked on
and suddenly a stag’s big black head appeared staring straight at me.
He was black and I could see polished white brows and through the cover some dark beams going back. I was only 40 meters away
and knowing you don’t get a lot of time with these fellas I quickly put the gun up, not being 100% sure on how good he was. His
white tipped brows looked good as I took aim on his shoulder behind some light scrub. I was excited at the prospect he may be a
good mature stag. Lining him up down the steep slope I touched the shot off from the .35 Whelan.
He took off at a gallop and within seconds was swallowed up by the dogwood. I listened to him smash his way around into a gully
and I began to fear I must have missed. I caught a glimpse of him on the dry face as he stumbled and then fell. It went quiet.
Starting the video camera up I walked down to find the bed where he stood and straight away found good blood sign, indicating a
complete pass through with the 225 Barnes X.
I tracked him, confident that he was down. The blood trail was easy to follow and passing through the dogwood I came out onto
the dry side where he had expired from a perfect shoulder shot.
He was a big animal and had a nice solid set of antlers with good brows.
He wasn’t quite as big as I was hoping but in those situations you don’t get a lot of time to sit and assess. He had quite extensive
scarring on his shoulder indicting there was hopefully a bigger stag in residence. Regardless of his size it was a good afternoon
hunt and that’s what matters. Where he had fallen he was not far from the paddock, making getting the meat out a lot easier.
Dropping some meat off to the farmer on the way out I headed off already planning how I would hunt this new found area on my
next trip!
Mat Merrick
Courtesy Deersign - DSC
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Bendigo Branch
ssaabendigo.com.au
Marong Rifle Range (20 minutes west of
Bendigo)
General Shooting:
1st and 3rd Sunday each month. 12.00noon. $6
for members.
Undercover benches, target frames supplied.
25, 50, 100, 200mtrs.
SAFFE Program:
(Safety and Family Firearms Education)
2nd Sunday each month. 10.00am till
12.00noon. $6 (Ammunition cost)
Basic training for beginners, all ages. Club rifles
supplied.
Competitions:
Rimfire, Centrefire, Handgun, Shotgun.
See the quarterly competition calendar
at ssaabendigo.com, or contact Vic on
0438353425 for a copy.
Contacts:
Branch President:
Vic Alexander, 0438353425
Web-site:
ssaabendigo.
com.au
Email:
ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post:
P.O. Box 1098
Bendigo, Vic. 3552

East Gippsland Branch
Monthly Shoots continue with .22 rifle shooting
at Bairnsdale Pistol Club Range on the third
Sunday of the month. Juniors 10 am Adults
12.30pm
Buchan Firing Range on the fourth Sunday of
the month.
The Black Powder Group also hold bi monthly
shoots at Buchan Range. Contact Mike Eden
phone 51497130 for details.
Monthly meetings
First Tuesday of every month (February to
December) 7:30pm
2015 venues
CFA Meeting Rooms, Main Street, Bairnsdale.
February, April, June, August, October and
December
SSAA EGB Clubrooms, 550 Marlay Point
Road, Clydebank
March, May, July, September, November
Members are encouraged to attend our
meetings so that they share their ideas for the
branch and enjoy a social chat.
Contacts
Secretary: Dave Weston - mob 0429 959 709
- email Dave.Weston@defence.gov.au
President: Clive Hammet - phone 51 564 697
- mob 0429 182 073 – email eastgipps.ssaa@
wideband.net.au
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Wodonga Branch
Upcoming Rifle Range Closures
19-20 Sept 2015 - Annual SSM#2 IPSC
Management Of Target Frames On Rifle
Ranges From 1 May 2015
Background
Unfortunately, some rifle range users continue
to damage target frames being supplied by
SSAA Wodonga for use (free of charge) on the
Rifle Ranges and most of this damage appears
to be either wilfully inflicted or occurring as the
result of carelessness. While it is accepted that
some damage is inadvertent, it has become
quite clear over time that damage can usually
be avoided when appropriate precautions are
taken.
As a consequence and with effect 1 May 2015,
target frames will no longer be supplied free of
charge for use on Rifle Ranges. Range users
will have the following options available from
this date:
1. They may hire a target frame at
$5.00
If the frame is damaged while in their
care to the extent it requires repair,
the hirer will be charged a further
$5.00 repair fee.
2. They may purchase a second
hand frame from the club at a
cost of $10.00 or a new frame at
a cost of $20.00. Second hand
frames will only be sold while they
are available and supply is unlikely
to be continuous.
Target Frames will be available for sale at the
Rifle Range every range day commencing Wed
1 April 2015
Wodonga Range Fees as at 1 Jan 2015
Day Range Pass:
SSAA Members
Adult
$10.00
Pensioner $5.00
Junior
Free
Non Members
Adult
$20.00
Pensioner $15.00
Junior
Free
Range Passes (Available to SSAA members
only):
Annual range passes $65.00 1 Jul to 30 Jun
Annual range passes (pensioner) $35.00
Six month range passes $35.00 1 Jan to 30 Jun
Other Fees:
Targets (members/non members/juniors)
$1.00 each
Competition Fee
$5.00
Wodonga Range Matters
Upon arriving at the range, leave your
firearms securely locked in your vehicle
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who will
be wearing a high visibility vest. The RO will
guide you to sign the range attendance sheet
and take your range fees. The RO will instruct
you on when you may bring firearms from a
vehicle to the firing line and when you may take
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firearms from the firing line back to a vehicle.
The use of correct eye and hearing protection
is compulsory for all people on the firing line.
Sunglasses are not acceptable.
Standing Calendar – Rifle Range(s)
First Sunday
-- NO SHOOTING ON
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)
Second Sunday
-- 11.00 am Hunter Class
Rimfire Benchrest .22 lr
-- 12.00 pm .22 Rim-Fire
100mtr Fly Shoot
`-- 1.00 pm .22 lr Rimfire
Metallic Silhouette
Third Saturday
-- 10.00am -12.00noon
Training Programs & Group Bookings
-- 1.30 pm Handgun Club
Metallic Silhouette
Third Sunday
-- 10.45am Lever Action 25
rounds any L/A
rifle, incl scopes
-- 11.30am Military rifle
-- 12.30 pm Black powder
Long arms
Fourth Saturday
-- 10.15am to 12.00noon
Handgun Club Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday
-- 10.45am 300 metre Fly
Shoot for any firearm
-- 12.15 pm Martini Shoot
for any Martini actioned rifle
Fifth Sunday
-- 11.00 am Novelty Event
-- 11.00 noon Flintlock
Wednesday 10.00am to 12.00noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and general
shooting practice is welcome on all scheduled
competition days.
Wodonga Handgun Club Calender
The range Calender can be view on the SSAA
Wodonga Handgun Club web site at http://
www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au/
Our Contact Details
Contact us: President – Robert Marks 6024
1695, Secretary – 0411 260 568 or
Email: secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au PO Box
501 Wodonga VIC 3689

SSAA Arms &
Militaria Collectors
Club (Melbourne)
The ARMC is a club that caters for people who
have an interest in older-type firearms and all
associated memorabilia.
We have a group of very keen members who
have an extensive knowledge of most firearms,
books and cartridges. If you feel that you have
the same hobbies then you must belong to a
nominated collectors’ club to obtain a collector’s
licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range and
meet on the first Thursday of each month at
8pm.
For further details contact the State Office 9am
to 5pm on 03 8892 2777 or Robert Lemm,
email amccvic@optusnet.com.au

Deer Stalkers
Club

August 19th will see a bumper night at the
DSC, with both James Morris from NZ and
local legend Noel O’Connor speaking. James
will be talking on his extensive hunting
experience in his home on the South Island of
New Zealand, where he has hunted Thar, Red,
Fallow, Chamois as well as Wapiti. If we are
lucky James may also tell us about his exploits
hunting in Europe.
Noel also has some exciting new footage on
sambar deer. Both James and Noel are staff
writers for Australian and International Trophy
Hunter Magazine.
The evening will also see the drawing of the
Kimber Mountain Ascent Rifle raffle, at only $10
a ticket. This $3000 rifle will have a new owner
and make someone very happy on the night.
The club also has a number of hunter training
days and club hunts organised – come along to
any meeting to find out more.
After the very successful Salami day the club
will be arranging a sausage making day,
Venison snags … Yum.
The DSC welcomes new members and visitors,
just drop in to a meeting and see if we meet
your needs.
When – 3rd Wednesday each month
Where – SSAA Springvale Range
Time – meeting starts at 8pm –
although bar and meals at 6pm
Why – talk with hunters about
hunting
http://www.deerstalkers.com.au/ or email
info@deerstalkers.com.au President Trevor
Dennis ph. 0400 119 852

Eagle Park
The Eagle Park Range catering for all
disciplines, pistols; shotgun; and rifle. The
main range catering for all rifles, from air rifles
to the largest calibres. The range is approved
out to 500 metres, for all rifle calibres.

Opening hours

Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Sunday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Monday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Phone 52 831 575

The range is home to the following
Clubs

3rd Military District Shooting Sports Club
Big Game Rifle Club
Little River Raiders Single Action
Little River Sporting Clays
Field Rifle 3 Positional
Melbourne Benchrest Club
Military Pistol Club
Military Rifle Club
Practical Pistol League of Australia
Victorian Muzzle Loaders
Metallic Rifle Silhouette
Pistol Silhouette

For further information – http://ssaavic.com.au/index.php/clubs-branches/clubs

Schedule of Events:
When

Activity

1st Saturday each month

Benchrest Practice

1st Sunday each month

Military Rifle

2nd Sunday each month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot - Practice

2nd Sunday each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

2nd Sunday each month

Big Game Rifle Club/Military Rifle

3rd Saturday each month

Muzzle Loaders

3rd Sunday each month

Benchrest Competition

3th Sunday each month

Little River Raiders Single Action

4th Sunday each month

Pistol Silhouette

4th Sunday each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

4th Sunday each month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot - Competition

4th Sunday each month

Rifle Competition*

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, Metallic Silhouette, 3 Position and novelty shoots.
Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors firearm safety and correct shooting techniques. The Eagle
Park Youth Training Scheme meets on the 3rd Sunday of the month.

Little River Raiders
Little River Raiders is a single action shooting
club based at the SSAA Eagle Park Range, Little
River. Single action shooting is a living history
sport which uses the firearms of the American
‘Old West’. Participants are required to adopt
a persona typical of the era, and to dress
accordingly, so a darned good sense of humour
comes in handy for those who want to join in.
Club competitions are held on the 3rd Sunday
of every month. We shoot coach guns (side by
side shotguns), pistols, lever and pump action
rifles. Black powder – cartridge and percussion
pistol – is also a recognised category of Single
Action, and our black powder shooters add
to the atmosphere with lots of smoke and
noise to entertain all. Shooter categories are
established so as to cater for all age groups,
both sexes, and different skill mixes.
We also have long range rifle competitions
where speed is not as important as accuracy.
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These events use single shot, lever and pump
action rifles ranging from .22 to big bore
buffalo rifles.
All matches are run under the rules of the
Single Action Shooting Society.
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are based on
the ‘Old West’ – either incidents out of history,
or our translation of classic Western movies
or the old TV series. Visitors are welcome to
come along to any of our competitions and
if they like they may try their hand at single
action shooting under instruction. The only
thing you need is a desire to enjoy yourself
and have (safe) fun with people dressed in
cowboy gear, using period firearms or faithful
replicas.
For further information please look us up
on the web www.littleriverraiders.com.
au or contact the Secretary Tiresome (aka
Tony Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email
littleriverraiders@yahoo.com.au
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Field Hunters
Club
The Field Hunters Club was set up in the
late 1980’s by some enthusiastic SSAA
members to foster camaraderie among
their fellow hunters. The club provides
members with the opportunity to get out
and do what they joined for and that is
to Hunt, as a bonus you meet fellow likeminded hunters and often form life long
friendships.

Our Feral Animal Control Program hunts
provide a platform that offers guidance
and training to enhance member skills and
safety in the field and meet fellow hunters.

·

Mid-Year Major Raffle with a
first prize of $1,500 for any hunting related equipment

·

Aussie Disposals Discount night

·
Details of weekly Fox Drives
held in South Gippsland
·

Training on the ethical hunting

·
4WD Safety Inspection and Swap
Meet day

The Club is a relaxed friendly and casual
club with around 250 members, come
along and enjoy a drink at the bar or a
meal at Brunos café, general meetings
are held on the First Wednesday of every
month except January at the Springvale
SSAA range starting time of 7:30 pm.

·

Field to Fork game meet tasting

The club strives to meet our mission statements of:
TO HELP FOSTER AND DEVELOP HUNTER
ETHICS, HUNTER TRAINING AND OPPORTUNITY.
TO FOSTER THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF
GAME.
Pics of recent events

Member benefits include the use of the
free extensive Hunting DVD library and
Monthly newsletter, guest speakers from
a wide range of organisations, governing bodies or training providers keeping
members informed of what’s happening in
the hunting space FREE NSW R-Licence
testing, not forgetting organised hunting
trips including: Duck opening weekend
shoot, Duck shooting as pest control on
rice crops during November and December, NSW R-Licence hunts, along with
details of weekly organised Fox Drives
during the cold months. On top of this
members have access to the clubs own
Feral Animal Control Program which now
has access to a major area of prime hunting throughout Victoria all within 2 hours
from Springvale.

On top of all of this the club has a closed
Facebook group site just for members
which is a great way for members to chat
and organise hunts amongst themselves,
so as a member you could soon find that
you have too much hunting available and
not enough time to fit it all in.
In the past few months the clubs has delivered the following events to members:
·

Feral Animal Control Program
hunts

If you’re thinking of getting into or back
into hunting, and want to get on the
ground on a variety of different properties on a monthly or fortnightly basis then
we are the club for you and your friends.
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TO IMPROVE HUNTING FOR THE FUTURE.

So what are you waiting for, expand
your hunting horizon and come see for
yourself!
New Adult memberships: $20
New Junior membership: $5
General inquiries: The Secretary Phil
Mathieson Email: fhcsecretary@gmail.com
Phone: 0417 668 222 after 6 pm
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Little River
Sporting Clays
Little River Sporting Clays is a sub club of SSAA
based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, Little River.
We aim to provide a wide variety of clay targets
using our amazing terrain to provide shooters
with a great experience. All levels of shooters are welcome with many seasoned hands
available to provide direction and advice. We
encourage our shooters to join our club and become involved in setting up the grounds. Please
give us a call or send an email.
Our practice days are on the 2nd Sunday of
each month running from 10am – 5pm. The
cost is $10 for 30 targets and you can shoot
as many rounds as you wish. We are also able
to set up particular practice targets for you
wherever possible.
Our competition days are the 4th Sunday
of each month with nominations opening at
9:30am and closing at 10:30am. The competition usually consists of 75 targets at a nomination cost of $45, less for ladies, juniors and
pensioners and sub juniors shoot for free. Our
last competition day was August 24th with Simon Sammut winning overall with a great score
of 71. We have prizes for each grade including
vets, ladies, juniors and sub juniors.
We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial FITASC
old style shoot on August 10th; it was a lovely
day with Chris Brown the overall winner. Lots
of fun was had with raffle prizes and wonderful
food provided by the Panetta family – a great
way to remember Vince.
Practice Days - 14th September, 12th October, 9th November
Competition days - 28th September, 26th
October, 23rd November
Contact Details
Eddie Magee phone 0412279828 email
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au
Vicky Winship email vickywinship@bigpond.

com

Victorian Military
Rifle Club
Dedicated to the safe competitive use of
military firearms. Friendly and welcoming
atmosphere. Competitions are held at the
SSAA Little River Range on the first and second
Sundays of the month. The first Sunday(
9.00am start ) of the month events include
the main event ,a 3 Position competition over
100m, 200m, 300m plus the Specialty Event
which includes rapid fire and is different
each month. A long range event at 500m is
held three times a year. The second Sunday
(11.00am start ) main event is the 3P
Trainer Competition on a mini 3P target over
50m,75,100m using military trainer rifles ( 22
and 310 calibers)

The MRC State Titles are held in April at the
Dookie Agricultural College . Club Rifles are
available.
Other special away events are held in
partnership with several VRA clubs and other
Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s General Meeting
for all members is held at the SSAA Springvale
Range on the fourth Thursday of the month at
8.00pm.New members, juniors and visitors are
always welcome. Come along and support your
club. Annual membership is $35.00 for adults
and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to 17yrs inclusive)
Visit the website for further information – www.
vicmrc.com
Email –milrifle@yahoo.com.au
Phone inquiries to Ian Garth 0408 568 083

Sporting Shooters
Womens Group
For women who love to combine shooting and
socialising!
We meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each
month at SSAA(Vic) Springvale Range at
7:00pm sharp.
Multi Disciplines - Practise and Competition - 3P
/ Field Rifle / Practical Rifle / Sports Rifle / Air
Rifle / Stuff We Make Up As We Go.
Shooter of the Month Awards / Shooter of the
Year Award.
Annual Membership Fee $20 / Annual Target
Levy $50.

Sporting Shooters
Pistol Club

Need more information?
Club Secretary: Jenny: dejen@jeheda.com
Club PR Officer: Zdenka: 0418 562 257
Club Coach: Bill O’Connor Mob 0408 323 060

The SSPC is a friendly and social handgun
shooting club with over 400 members which
runs primarily from the SSAA Springvale range.
Competitions and practices are held on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights
from 6pm until 8pm, Saturdays from 10am
and Sundays from 12 noon. A variety of
competitions are shot including ISSF style
Sport Pistol, Centre Fire and Classic Pistol at
25 metres, 25 and 50 Metre Service Match,
IPSC and Metallic Silhouette (at Eagle Park
range). Our website contains a full calendar of
competitions and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome and we run regular
Introduction to Handguns courses which will
teach you the basics of handgun safety and
shooting fundamentals as well as provide an
introduction to joining the club. The course
consists of 30 minutes of theory followed by
60 minutes on the range firing a variety of club
handguns. The course costs $75 and includes
range entry and ammunition. Bookings for the
course are taken online at our website or at the
front desk at Springvale range. Completing the
introduction course if the first step in joining
our club.
Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee and
thereafter a $100 membership fee due at the
end of April of each year. Range entry fees
are separate and paid directly to the SSAA,
however yearly range entry passes are available
from our club.
For more information please see our website at
www.sspc.org.au
Contact details:
info@sspc.org.au
Sebastian (Club Secretary): 0417 034 325

Springvale Pistol Club
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The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was formed on
17th June 2004 to provide:
• affiliation with the peak bodies in Victoria and
Australia for National and International handgun
competitions
• instruction, coaching and training for
competition-oriented shooters
• a home base at the SSAA Springvale Range
Complex.
The SPC has approximately 40 members, many of
whom actively train for and shoot competitions at
local, state and interstate events.
Shooting is a sport that does not present a barrier
to anyone who wishes to get involved - neither
age, physical ability nor gender are barriers to
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. It does
require a high degree of self-discipline, attention
to detail and willingness to learn if you are to
progress to high levels of performance, but it is
also a great pastime for those who have less time
to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has many
facilities for the use of members. Those who wish
to learn the disciplines of target shooting and
how to shoot them well are welcome to join our
growing membership. SPC shoots on Wednesday
nights.
Email: secretary@springvalepc.org
Web: www.springvalepc.org
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SSAA-Victorian Muzzle
Loading Club
Rekindle the Spirit of Black Powder Firearm
Sporting Shooting with the VMLC.
Relive the excitement of bygone days by shooting
Black Powder firearms, a truly engrossing and
satisfying sport. Everyone is welcomed to attend
the VMLC monthly competitions at the SSAA
(Vic) Eagle Park Shooting Complex near Little
River on the third Saturday of every month. Even
if you don’t own any Muzzle Loading or Black
Powder firearms, knowledgeable and generous
VMLC members are always eager to give you a
few shots!
Competitions are organised for all black powder
original and reproduction firearms including cap &
ball, cartridge and single shot handguns, muzzle
loading long-arms including flint, percussion,
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile, smooth
bore musket as well as cartridge rifle, and muzzle
loading and cartridge shotgun.
From January to October competitions are held,
with prize-winners presented with cards as well
as trophies for the various Championships such
as Breech Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading
Rifle, Traditional Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long
Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock Muzzle
Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading Shotgun, and
Handgun.

Working Gundogs
North South Interstate Retrieving Trial Challenge

A huge group of Queensland triallers, their families and their 12 dogs, all travelled to Nagambie for
an interstate retrieving trial challenge with competitors from WGAA Vic.
The Queensland group belong to the United Field & Retrieving club (UFR) and operate nationally
under the SSAA Working Gundog discipline.
The Victorian president, Barry Oliver and the Queensland president, Jim Jeffries were in attendance
and the SSAA National president, Geoff Jones offered his full support for this prestigious event.
SSAA Vic and SSAA Qld also helped out financially and we extend our thanks to them.
WGAA Vic rose to the challenge of putting on such a large trial. WGAA committee members and
helpers put in a huge effort
behind the scenes and when the
day dawned clear and cold the
‘Challenge’ was on.
The judges were Malcolm McLeod,
Robert Price and Margaret
Wedgwood from Queensland
and Byron Kendall and Andrew
Yeomans from Victoria. The trial
managers were Kevin Phelps and
Luke Warner and the entry was
just on 50 dogs both days.
The venue was breathtaking
with many excellent water and
land retrieves able to be run
throughout the weekend. The
dogs were tested and tested,
some not too impressed with the
water temperature. In between
runs handlers and dogs came
back to the campsite to warm
themselves by the camp fire
which burned all weekend.
By lunchtime the judges were
reporting that some excellent
work was being seen and that
the atmosphere was extremely
friendly.

For the month of November many members
camp at Eagle Park for the two-day State
Championships where lots of black powder
and lead is expended during the day, and at
night everyone relaxes at the free barbecue
exchanging black powder stories and generally
having a good time. December is set aside for
some traditional competitions, such as cannon
and novelty events.
VMLC Membership also includes an entertaining
and informed newsletter, The Ramrod, which
is sent to members every month. The Ramrod
includes shooters’ scores, VMLC record scores,
coming events and additional articles of interest
to the black powder enthusiast.
For additional information contact the VMLC
President Jim Morraitis on 03 9401 1955 during
business hours,
visit the VMLC Web Site at www.vmlc.com.au or
FaceBook at www.facebook.com/
VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twitter search
for vmlc3 or Pinterest search for victorian
muzzle loading club

The Queensland branch is a
very experienced retrieving trial
club and our Victorian members
benefited from seeing the quality
of the dog work in the advanced
and open stakes as well as the
many training tips that were
passed on to our newer members.
Kerri Underwood (UFR Qld) and her black Labrador, Franklin, At the end of the weekend the
judge, Andrew Yeomans and gun steward, Gary Bristow.
Victorian contingent just managed to edge in front of the Queensland group to win the overall
challenge - not that anyone was really counting!
This trial set the benchmark for all such trials in the future and augers well for the continuing
success of Working Gundogs.

Gundog Training

Gundog training is on the third Sunday of each month and our new venue has proved to be very
successful. See our blog for directions to the site - just google ‘wgaa blog’ or contact the Training
Officer, Kevin Phelps 0407 091 221
The club has an extensive range of training equipment which includes several electronic throwers,
a ‘backing’ dog, retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and release traps.
New members are always welcome.

Facebook

WGAA is now on Facebook.

WGAA blog.

View reports and slideshows of WGAA events on WGAA’s blog at http://wgaa.blogspot.com or just
google - wgaa blog
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