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On Sunday, November 8, I had the pleasure 
of presenting the Awards to the winners in 
the SSAA Victorian State Junior Rimfire 
Titles. You will be able to read more about 
the recipients in the article on page 3.

It was hugely encouraging to see the enthu-
siasm of both the Juniors and the adult help-
ers, led by Greg Woolnough and his team.

Well done everyone on a very successful 
day.

Other matters I have been working on 
include the Adler issue and the Great Forest 
National Park. I have had, and will continue 
to have, meetings with interested parties to 
put the SSAA’s view forward.

The SSAA has been informed that the 
re-classification of five-shot Adler lever-ac-
tion shotgun or any lever-action rifles are 
not under threat, the 7 shot Adler remaining 
under embargo at this time and no further 
meetings are scheduled until April 2016.

Also raised by the NSW Minister with the 
Federal Minister, was that they do not have 
a problem with the criminal use of registered 
firearms, but from illegal and unregistered 
firearms. This point has been raised numer-
ous times by the SSAA.

The horrific Paris terrorist attack has just 
taken place whilst I am writing this report. 
Look out now for a spate of mis-reporting 
and anti-gun fanatics trying to take advan-
tage of this shocking event. Our sympathies 
go out to the victims and their families.

That’s all for now, see you next time.

DENIS MORONEY
SSAA (Vic) President
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Elise Collier, 17, has been 
shooting for just over a 
year but she’s already 

made a big impact across the 
shooting fraternity. The Year 11 
student finished ahead of 26 other 
shooters to become Champion of 
the SSAA Victorian Junior Field 
Rifle competition at the weekend. 
She went into the competition the 
favourite after taking out the Open 
Rimfire Competition at Eagle Park 
three weeks ago, finishing ahead 
of shooters decades older than 
herself. 

At her all-girls Catholic school – Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart in Bentle-
igh – shooting is, by no stretch of the 
imagination, mainstream. Elise said 
many of her school friends were 
shocked by her sporting choice. 
Some of the girls are afraid of fire-
arms, while others see the sport as 
an exciting challenge. But none of 
that fazes Elise. After all, she’s been 
breaking out of societal norms for the 
past eight or nine years, since taking 
up competitive cricket. “I just do 
whatever is fun,” she said. 

Doing what was fun certainly worked 
at SSAA’s Springvale Range in early 
November. Competing against shoot-
ers aged up to 24, Elise finished the 
standard field rifle competition with 
a score of 378.6. For Elise, it’s about 
more than just fun and  
competition. The Youth  
Training Scheme, in which  
she learnt how to shoot,  
is all about equality.  
“It’s all ages and  
all genders,” she  

The future of shooting

SSAA Victorian Junior Rimfire 
Championship competitors shooting prone.

said. “There’s no separation between 
the girls and the boys – everyone is 
equal. That’s what I like about it.”

Springvale Youth Training Scheme 
Co-ordinator Greg Woolnough said 
program participants of all skill levels 
and experience were allowed to 
participate in the weekend’s com-
petition. “For those who are not 
proficient to shoot field rifle we have 
another event called prone (where 
competitors shoot lying down),” he 
said. “We have three age groups – 12 
to under-15, 15 to under-18 and then 
we have another one from 18 to 24, 
which is not really a junior. It’s just an 
additional competition that we do to 
keep the coaches and older shooters 
involved.”

Field rifle competition involves 
four positions – rapid fire, off-hand, 
standing post and sitting post. In 
rapid fire, shooters get 15 seconds 
to fire three shots at a paper target; 
they do that four times, which will 
give them 12 holes on the paper and 
the highest 10 are scored. Off-hand 
is 15 minutes and 10 shots, standing 
unsupported. Standing post requires 
competitors to lean up against the 
post and fire 10 shots in 15 minutes, 
with the firearm resting on their arm. 
Finally, in sitting post shooters sit 
down and hold the post towards them 
to shoot 10 shots in 15 minutes at a 
paper target.

CONTINUED PAGE 10

Elise Collier 
pictured 
with Youth 
Training 
Scheme 
Co-ordinator 
Greg 
Woolnaugh 
and SSAA 
Victoria Boar 
President 
Denis 
Moroney. 

PICTURE: 
TOM CERNY



NO MATTER THE SEASON, 
TIME OR CHASE, WE HAVE ALL 
THE GEAR IN ONE PLACE.
GUN STORAGE AVAILABLE ON SITE.

220 COOPER STREET EPPING VIC 3076  |  GAMEHUNTER.COM.AU  |  INFO@GAMEHUNTER.COM.AU  |  PH: 03 9401 3308 

Exclusive supplier of Europe’s favourite hunting brand.

Dandenong Cranbourne 
Pistol Club’s Single Action 
group, Fort Bridger, and the 

Little River Raiders came together 
recently to commemorate the 
historic gunfight at OK Corral. 

The now-famous gunfight took place 
near Tombstone Arizona’s OK Corral 
on Wednesday, October 26, 1881 
at 3pm. After a long-running feud, 
marshals Virgil, Wyatt and Morgan 
Earp and Doc Holiday clashed with 

cowboys Billy Claiborne, Ike and 
Billy Clanton and Tom and Frank 
McLaury, leaving three dead and 
three wounded in the space of just 30 
seconds.

The commemorative event was 
the 21st Annual Gunfight at the OK 
Corral, a very popular event held this 
year at the SSAA Eagle Park Range. 
The large group of shooters came 
from Tasmania, South Australia and 
all over Victoria to mark the 134th an-
niversary of the fight. Cowboys and 

cowgirls from the age 
of 12 to 70-plus years donned their 
costumes to join in the fun that Single 
Action Shooting brings. 

Top scorers for the weekend were 
Judge Ruger, The Tall Texan, Bad 4 
U, Shaft Shot, Rattlesnake and Ace 
McKenzie, with Jay Bird, Cheyenne 
Jack, Sassy Britches, Scarlett As-
sassin, Calypso and Dallas Roarke 
leading the ladies.

MORE PICTURES IN ‘AROUND THE TRAPS’

OK Corral 
showdown

Posse 1, led 
by Curly Bill 
at the front, 
on stage one 
at the start of 
the match.

PICTURES: 
TRISH 
MENTIPLAY, 
GRIZZLY 
GRUMPS
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The year was 1886. The 
height of the Gold Rush in 
the 1850s had transformed 

Ballarat from a small sheep station 
to a major settlement. During the 
rush, about 20,000 people flooded 
into the district from interstate, 
overseas and across Victoria to 
chase fortunes. 

Unlike many other Victoria Gold 
Rush boom towns that dried up soon 
after, the Ballarat miners continued 
to find gold for decades. In 1871, Bal-
larat’s status as an urban centre was 
recognised when it was proclaimed 
a city. In the late 1880s the local 
economy was still booming, with 
businesses thriving, as children of 
original Gold Rush miners were born 
into the area. 

It was during this boom that Richard 
F. Scott set up his firearms business 
in Main Road, Ballarat. The inten-
tion was to sell guns, ammunition 
and bikes to the cashed-up miners. 
While he knew he was onto a good 
thing, Richard F. Scott couldn’t have 
imagined his business would survive 
the Great Depression, a destructive 
blaze, four relocations and the estab-
lishment of the internet, to become 
the oldest continuous gun shop in the 
country.

But it happened. R. F. Scott & Co 
gunsmiths has overcome huge 

obstacles and will celebrate its 130th 
birthday just next month.

Current owner Gary Huntington, who 
has had the shop for four years, said 
Richard F. Scott opened shop at 
the optimum time. “It was very rich 
in Ballarat,” he said. “There were 
so many hunting opportunities with 
all the feral animals introduced by 
England. That’s what all the miners 
would do; they had that much mon-
ey they needed to go shooting of a 
weekend.”

CONTINUED PAGE 6

130 years and going strong

Five times the fun at Eagle Park
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CAITLIN PEARSON
SSAA (Vic) Marketing and 

Communications Manager

Gary Huntington says his gun shop, R. F. Scott & Co, has been in business for 130 years, making it Australia’s oldest 
continuous gun shop. INSET:  R. F. Scott & Co 65 years ago. BELOW: The current shop on Lydiard Street North, Ballarat.
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During its first two years of operation, 
R. F. Scott & Co thrived. That was 
until the gunsmith hit its first bump in 
the road. In 1890 the business burnt 
down, along with most other Main 
Road properties.

In the wake of the fire Frank Butler 
took over the business and relocated 
it to 192 Sturt Street for a fresh start. 
At that time the ammunition factory 
was operating just down the road at 
714 Sturt Street.

During the early 1900s R.F. Scott 
& Co directly imported the world’s 
finest handguns, rifles and shot-
guns from famous makers, including 
Webley and Scott, Bonehill, John 

Rigby & Co, Greener, W.J. Jeffrey & 
Co and Holland & Holland. 

By 1933 the business was on the 
move again while under the operation 
of Frank’s brother, Arthur. The new 
location at 45 Lydiard Street North 
allowed the store and reloading 
facilities to operate together for 36 
years. But 1969 saw another move 
for the business to larger premises 
at 22 Lydiard Street North, where the 
Butler brothers, Bob and Joe, operat-
ed as gunsmiths and locksmiths until 
1985. 

“Things have altered a lot since 
then,” Gary said. “It was all black 
powder then. They’ve now invented 
cleaner burning ammunition be-
cause all the old stuff used corrosive 

primers.” Some things remain the 
same though – with the old 303 rifle 
that’s been around since 1889 still a 
popular seller.

Over the past 130 years the oper-
ation of the business has changed 
tremendously. International orders 
used to take months to ship over to 
Australia and ammunition deliveries 
would be carried out by horse and 
cart. Now with the birth of the internet 
and local suppliers for internation-
al manufacturers, customers can 
receive international orders in two or 
three days. 

CONTINUED PAGE 7

The 
shop 
stocks 
a much 
larger 
variety 
of stock 
now 
than 
it did 
in the 
early 
days.  

Back to the 1950s
This year R. F. Scott & Co re-
ceived international publicity 
when it featured on the ABC’s Dr 
Blake Mysteries murder series, 
which is set in the 1950s. The 
show’s producers wanted to shut 
the shop for three days to film 
with stars Craig McLachlan and 
John Woods, but Gary wouldn’t 
close for that long. “They went 
looking all around the country 
but couldn’t find another shop 
that looked like it was back in the 
1950s. So they came back and I 
gave it to them for half a day.” The 
episode aired in March this year. 
Due to ABC’s advertising rules, 
the shop was named R. F. Stott in 
the Dr Blake Mysteries.

Gary Huntington, pictured with an 1860 Muzzle Loader, in his shop, R. F. Scott & Co. The shop 
will celebrate turning 130 in January.



SSAAVIC.COM.AU 7

“Back then there wouldn’t have been 
much variety,” employee Aaron 
Edmondson who has worked at R. F. 
Scott & Co for 10 years, said. “You 
would have had a couple of Har-
rington and Richardson shotguns and 
then a couple of Lithgows and that 
would’ve been it. But now, firearms 
come by plane and most are made in 
Japan or basically everywhere.”

The business of selling firearms isn’t 
the only thing that has changed over 
the past century or so. Society’s 
acceptance of firearms as a part of 
everyday life has also transformed. 

“As a kid, I had guns from when I was 
about 12 or 13,” Gary said. “The old 
man bought me an old Brno Model 
2 but you could walk into K-mart and 
buy ammo; any milk bar would sell 
.22 bullets. They never asked you for 
a licence or anything. 

“I remember going to Myer. I was 17 
and I’d caught the train into Mel-
bourne. You’d get off at Flinders 
Street Station, walk over the road 
and there was a great big gun shop 
right in Flinders Street, with semi-au-
tos on the wall. That day I bought 
a shotgun, walked into Myer, went 
down to the cafeteria and had lunch. 
Nobody freaked out.”

That same era, catching a train in 
Melbourne would involve sharing 
a carriage with dozens of school 
children with 303s draped over their 
shoulders as Army Cadets. Gary 
said 303s were everywhere when 

he was growing up in the aftermath 
of the war. “Every farm had a 303 
near the fridge,” he said. “You’d buy 
guns and put them under the bed 
– you didn’t need to have a safe or 
anything.”

“When I was a bit older I was work-
ing at Meatworks in Kyneton,” Gary 
said. “Before we’d start I used to 
sneak over and have a shot at some 
rabbits in a great big paddock. I’d 
park the car and walk down among 
the houses with a rifle over my 
shoulder. I used to get about half a 
dozen rabbits every morning. The 
police would be waiting down there 
for their own rabbits.”

Boy, how times have 
changed.

A taxidermied Chital deer is on display at the shop. BELOW: Gary has a tribute to World War I at 
the shop, featuring a mannequin soldier holding a firearm that actually went to Gallipoli.

R. F. Scott & Co used to double as a fishing supply store. RIGHT: Previous 
owners, the Butler brothers. 



8      SSAAVIC.COM.AU

It’s all about giving back to the 
community and hitting a few clay 
targets along the way. SSAA 

Shepparton’s Blue Ribbon Shoot 
brought together 93 shooters on 
Saturday, October 24 for a 75-clay 
target competition. Over the past 
11 years the branch has hosted 
the event. It’s attracted shooters 
from as far away as Echuca 
and Melbourne, who bring their 
12-gauge shotguns along and 
donate thousands each year to the 
local health service.

SSAA member Arnold Warburton 
established the competition more than 
a decade ago because he wanted to 
raise money for charity but ensure the 
money stayed in the local community. 
The first Blue Ribbon Shoot attracted 
dozens of competitors who all wanted 
to practice their sport and help each 
other at the same time. “We got a lot 
of shooters that first year,” he said. 
“After that, word got out and it just 
kept getting bigger and bigger.”

This year’s competition was hard-
fought, with each divisional shooter 
fighting for a Blue Ribbon Shoot 
sash. Melbourne’s Jack Gibbs won 

the high gun with 
67 out of a pos-
sible 75 targets 
shot. Shepparton 
District Firearms 
Officer Senior 
Constable Greg 
Pegg topped the 
police competi-
tion with a score 
of 50, while in 
the women’s 
competition Jane 
Woodhack shot 37 targets to win. In 
the junior division, Alex Kalogerakis 
came out on top.

Senior Constable Greg Pegg said 
the money raised through the event 
ensured better care was provided to 
sick or injured people. “Money (from 
the competition) and any other mon-
ey that’s raised by the Blue Ribbon 
Foundation                  goes towards 
local hospitals and                           is 
used for buying medical  
equipment or improving care,” he 
said. “It goes towards a program 
that allows country surgeons to 
have face-to-face video links with 
experienced surgeons in Melbourne 
or Sydney via the internet, helping 

country surgeons get through difficult 
surgeries. We’re also aiming to get a 
helipad on the new wing at the Shep-
parton Goulburn Valley Base Hospi-
tal in the next two years and that will 
be named after the Greater Sheppar-
ton Blue Ribbon Foundation.”

The Blue Ribbon Foundation was 
established to commemorate Police 
killed in the line of duty. It supports 
community projects  
across the state. 

CONTINUED PAGE 9

Donations soar 
at shoot day

Greater Shepparton District Firearms Officer Senior 
Constable Greg Pegg at the Blue Ribbon Shoot Day. 
BELOW: Greater Shepparton Blue Ribbon Foundation 
President Senior Constable Dean Lloyd with son James.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

The mantra behind the 
foundation is, “We can do 
nothing to bring them back, 
but as a grateful community 
we can take steps to honour 
their memory and ensure 
their sacrifice is acknowl-
edged through a range of 
projects that benefit the 
wider community”. The 
Greater Shepparton Blue 
Ribbon Foundation branch 
has previously joined with 
the community to install 
the Eyre-Tynan Emergency 
Department and the Ray 
Denman Short Stay Unit at 
Goulburn Valley Health. 

Alongside the Blue Rib-
bon shooting competition, 
punters battled it out for 
the major raffle prize, with 

the winner choosing from a 
Winchester Browning under 
and over shotgun or $2000 
worth of fishing gear from 
Trelly’s Fishing and Hunting 
World. Second prize in the 
raffle was a $250 voucher 
from Tree Solutions Shep-
parton and third was a $100 
voucher from Market Meats 
Shepparton. Rhys Taylor 
took home the major prize.

Greater Shepparton Blue 
Ribbon Foundation Pres-
ident, Senior Constable 
Dean Lloyd, said any mon-
ey raised through the raffle 
was a bonus, as the SSAA 
Shepparton branch ensured 
at least $2000 went to the 
cause. Range President 
Geoff Morton presents a 
$2000 cheque to the foun-
dation every year on behalf 

of the club. “It’s a charity 
day for us and it’s a good 
thing to get the coppers to-
gether with the shooters for 
a bit of fun,” Geoff said.

Senior Constable Lloyd 
said the Blue Ribbon 
Shoot competitors were 
always generous. “In 2014, 
between the raffle, mer-
chandise trailer and SSAA 
donation, it was just shy of 
$6000 for the day,” he said.  
“It’s a small community and 
they dig deep and give gen-
erously. I’ve been coming 
out here for six years now 
and it’s a great day. There’s 
a lot of community here.”

There is a large population 
of sporting shooters in the 
Shepparton area, as is 
common in most country 
areas. “When I moved here 
in the early 1970s if you 
didn’t have a gun in your 
cupboard or a fishing rod in 
your cupboard you weren’t 
a local,” Senior Constable 
Pegg said. “It is a way of 
country life to be a shooter.”

This year’s event raised 
$6300 for the Great 
Shepparton Blue Ribbon 
Foundation.

SSAA Board member David Zielinski 
having a go at the clay targets.  
BACKGROUND: Dean Lloyd smashes a 
target. PICTURE: JAMES LLOYD
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The girls came out on top in every di-
vision at the weekend. Kara Bux won 
the under-15s with a score of 334.2, 
and Amy McMahon won the over-18s 
with a score of 368.5. An award was 
also presented to 15-year-old Sean 
Rasmussen who received the Most 
Consistently Improved Shooter in the 
Field Rifle Competition trophy. He 
finished with a score of 348.1. 

The event couldn’t go ahead without 
recognising the people who estab-
lished the Youth Training Scheme 
just over 20 years ago. It was a small 
group of men and their wives who 
established the program, all spurred 
on by Bill O’Connor. Bill never had 
children go through the program but 
he believed juniors were the future 
of the shooting sports and was 
determined to do something about 
it. Of course, he needed a few more 
helpers. 

President Tom Cerny was one of the 

people Bill convinced to establish 
the YTS and he continued to con-
tribute to the program long after his 
own children finished. “We took the 
ammo from our secret stashes that 
our wives didn’t know about. We 
didn’t have enough people with kids 
so we got the Alice family, who had 
two sons, on board and my daugh-
ter lost her right to do anything on a 
Sunday – she had to come down with 
a friend.”

The first YTS shoot at Springvale 
attracted nine or 12 shooters, but 
word spread quickly and helpers 
came from far and wide. Everyone 
was excited to be a part of the first 
shooting program where girls and 
boys shot together in competition. 
Brochures were sent out to local 

businesses and more people started 
chipping in with the coaching, book-
keeping, fundraising and other jobs. 
Soon 30 to 40 juniors were coming 
along to every shoot day. A growing 
band of volunteers consisted mainly 
of parents who wanted to see the joy 
on their children’s faces.

Peter Alice first brought his son to 
Springvale thinking he could shoot 
targets on his own while his son was 
at YTS. “As soon as I got here Mary 
Bingham grabbed me by the scruff of 
the neck and said, ‘You’re helping’.” 
Soon after Peter did the range officer 
course and then his wife, Ainsley, 
began making the Christmas cake – 
which has continued for the past 18 
years.

CONTINUED PAGE 11

More than 25 
Junior shooters 
participated in 
the Victorian 
Junior Rimfire 
Titles at 
Springvale on 
November 8. 

BOTTOM LEFT: 
One of the 
competitors 
checking her 
aim. PICTURE: 
CAITLIN 
PEARSON  

BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Tallying 
up the scores. 
PICTURE: 
TOM CERNY
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Many of the juniors in the first couple 
of years came to the YTS with a 
dream of making it into the 2000 
Olympic team, as a shooter. One of 
those people was Andrew Bingham, 
whose parents Mary and Alan are 
still involved in the program. “It must 
be just on 20 years ago. Andrew 
had gotten to Year 10 and didn’t do 
a sport, so the Headmaster said to 
him, ‘You know the rules. You have 
to either do a sport or be a Scout.’ 
So he said, ‘Under control! I’ll find a 
sport’. Andrew saw on the back of the 
Sporting Shooters’ magazine, ‘Per-

haps you’d like to be in the Olympic 
Games? You can with shooting’. At 
that time Tom and Bill were starting 
up the club so Andrew came down.”

Andrew made it onto the Olympic 
Athlete Program and went overseas 
17 times, at no cost to his parents. 
He became the National Champi-
on in 10m running target for three 
years. “It’s absolutely fabulous what 
this club did for us and it’s been our 
pleasure to give back for the years 
that we did,” said Mary, who spent 15 
years as a co-ordinator at YTS.

Greg said, while many of the volun-

teers are parents of junior shooters, 
others just want to help. “I think they 
come because of the reward of seeing 
the kids have a good time and also 
because for people who believe in 
shooting – this is our future,” he said.

Hundreds of youths have been 
supported by the volunteers at 
Springvale’s YTS over the past 20 
years. Several of those have gone 
on to compete in international and 
national competitions as adults and 
many current participants have the 
skills to go down the same path. 
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SSAA Victoria is serious about connecting with you. Follow 
SSAA Victoria on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube today to 
keep in touch. 

Taken some hunting pictures? Got some pictures of you and 
your friends at the range? Taken a video of a club shoot? 
What about an upcoming event?

These are great reasons to connect with us on social media. 
Let’s share the good news! Tag ssaa_victoria on Twitter, 
SSAA Victoria on Facebook, or email  
caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au

Are you selling a Smith and Wesson revolv-
er model 617 .22LR six-shot with an 8 3/8” 
barrel in very good or excellent condition? 

A SSAA member from Western Australia is 
searching the country for this handgun for 
use in the Standard Revolver Match at his 
local club.

Perhaps you know someone who no longer 
has a use for this firearm or may no longer 
shoot revolver disciplines.

If you are selling just the barrel .22LR 8 
3/8” alone, or know where this member can 
source the hard-to-find part, contact Bill on 
0429 383 120 or billauburn@westnet.com.au

Ross, James, Wilson, Brendan and Ewan at the competition. RIGHT: Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme Co-ordinator Dean Taylor presenting the Most Consistently Improved Shooter award to 
15-year-old Sean Rasmussen.

Member’s Smith 
and Wesson search

We’re getting social



For more information contact the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.

Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

PROTECT YOUR VISION 
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges. 
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for 
                      juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.
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That unexpected visit by the 
Police can be a stressful 
experience for most of us, 

especially if we have lived our lives 
with little contact with the ‘long arm 
of the law’.

So what should we expect? And what 
should we do when we have a visit 
from the Police.

For most firearms owners the Police 
visit is for one of three reasons:-

An inspection of your secure storage 
receptacles.1

To confiscate your firearms because 
you have allowed your licence to 
expire.2

Due to a dispute with a spouse or 
neighbour you are no longer a ‘fit and 
proper’ person.3

The important thing to remember, 
above all else, is that if you have a 
visit from the Police do not consider 
them your enemy. The Police are 
there to do a job. They are only there 
because they were instructed to do 
so.

If the Police are there to check your 
storage they are there with the au-
thority of the Firearms Act. The Act 

gives them certain rights: to inspect 
and confirm the make, model, serial 
number and location of firearms 
that are registered to you or in your 
possession. To do this they do not 
need a search warrant.4 By having a 
Firearms Licence you are obliged to 
grant them access to your premises 
or storage location for the purpose of 
inspection. They can do this at any 
reasonable time, but normally they 
will give you notice. 

It is an offence under the Act to own 
and possess registered firearms 
when your Firearms Licence has 
expired. It is your responsibility to 
ensure that you notify the Chief Com-
missioner (via a Change of Details 
Form) of any changes to your resi-
dential, postal or storage address-
es within 14 days of the change.5 
Therefore you have no excuse if your 
licence renewal is not received or 
acted upon before the licence ex-
pires. The Police will be instructed to 
visit you and determine whether you 
still own firearms or have disposed of 
them. If you still have possession of 
firearms, the officers are obliged to 
remove them.

If they are there to confiscate your 
licence and firearms because of a 
dispute with your spouse or neigh-

bour, or an order by the Chief Com-
missioner or the Magistrates Court, 
they may not give you any notice. 
Again, it is important that you do not 
resist, as the role of the Police in this 
situation is to ensure the protection of 
the community.

(Endnotes)

1. Firearms Act 1996 Sections 14, 120, 
121, Schedule 1 and Schedule 4.

2. Firearms Act 1996 Sections 6 and 53.

3. Firearms Act 1996 Sections 5, 46, 47, 
47A, 49, 50, 51 and 53.

4. Firearms Act 1996 Schedule 1 Item 1.

5. Firearms Act Sections 139 and 140.

A knock at the door
This article is part one of a three-part series on legal Issues. Each article will appear in 

consecutive Victorian Shooter magazines. In the next instalment of this series, we walk you 
through what can happen if you, as a firearms owner, are served with an Intervention Order.
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Ross Williams explores the jungle called cartridge nomenclature.

We all have to do it. Soon 
after we get into rifle 
or pistol shooting, we 

confront the plethora of names 
attached to cartridges. Some 
of these names convey useful 
information; others do not. Many 
are downright misleading. So, like 
it or not, we have to navigate that 
plethora, searching for the order 
buried in the confusion.

First thing’s first: calibre does not 
mean the same as cartridge. A com-
ment like “The .308 Winchester and 
.25-06 are good calibres for medium 
game” is in error because it names 
cartridges, not calibres.

Here’s the bottom line. Correctly 
used, the term calibre refers to bullet 
diameters, either actual or nominal. 
For example, 6mm (the common 
metric label for .243” projectiles) is 
nominal because their actual metric 
diameter is 6.17mm. Similarly, 7mm 
projectiles are .284” or 7.21mm in 
diameter, not exactly 7mm. Nominal 
diameters serve as identifiers.

The nominal diameter may reflect 
either the barrel’s groove diameter or 
its bore diameter, the latter being the 
diameter enclosed by the tops of the 
lands (the raised parts of the rifling). 
For instance, calibre .303 is named 
after its nominal bore diameter in 
inches, but it uses bullets of .312” 
and .313” diameter.

How should we use calibre when 
referring to bullet diameters? Simple. 
Copy the long-standing custom of 

experts. Put calibre first, like this: 
“While air rifles are calibre .177, cen-
trefire seventeens are calibre .172”.

The European approach to cartridge 
names is arguably the best. That’s 
if we are looking for a system that 
gives us simple information about 
bullet diameter, case size and case 
type, in a logical and consistent way. 

Within this system, the basic name 
consists of the nominal calibre and 
the length of the cartridge case, in 
millimetres. Thus a cartridge having 
a nominal 7mm bullet and a case 
57mm long would be called a 7 x 57. 

In addition, Europeans tag all 
rimmed cartridges with the suffix “R”. 
If there’s no “R”, the case is a rimless 
type. Thus 7 x 57 says the case is 
rimless, while a 6.5 x 58R must be 
rimmed. 

Where different cartridges end up 
with the same title, Europeans add 
an extra name. Hence the two 6.5 
x 58R cartridges are called the 6.5 
x 58R Sauer and the 6.5 x 58R 
Krag-Jorgensen. The former is a 
sporting round originally developed 
for Sauer single-shot rifles; the latter 
is a Danish target cartridge.

All the world’s armed forces use 
European-style nomenclature, but 
Australia’s sporting shooters have 
to cope with a bewildering mess of 
names.

Most of the worst offenders come 
from the USA. Take this array of 
centrefires, for example: .218 Bee, 
.219 Zipper, .22PPC, .22 Hornet, .22-
250, .220 Swift, .221 Fireball, .222 
Remington, .223 Remington, .224 
Weatherby and .225 Winchester. All 
fire .224” projectiles — except for a 

few older Hornets made for a .223” 
bullet and barrel!

Then there’s the .22 Savage Hi-pow-
er. It requires a .228” projectile and 
hence is calibre .228.

What about rimfires? The .22 Long 
Rifle, .22 Long and .22 Short all have 
a nominal groove diameter of .222 
inch. The .22 Magnum, however, 
uses a .224 inch groove diameter, 
the same as most of the calibre .22 
centrefires.

To cut a long story short, American 
calibre designations for smokeless 
powder cartridges may be based on 
bullet diameter, bore diameter or a 
number plucked out of the air. Worse 
still, some American cartridge names 
omit any mention of calibre. 

The rest of the name can come from 
anywhere. For example, the “06” in 
.30-06 refers to the year 1906, while 
the “3000” in .250-3000 refers to the 
claimed muzzle velocity of 3000 feet 
per second.  

CONTINUED PAGE 15

ROSS WILLIAMS
Victorian Shooter contributer

What’s in a name?



Well, it has been a busy 
year for the SSAA 
Conservation and 

Pest Management program. 
Several new programs, including 
the Alpine National Park 
Sambar operation and Wilsons 
Promontory Hog Deer Trial, 
have started and more in the 
works. 

I think now we have really ce-
mented our place in pest man-
agement throughout Victoria and it’s 
been great for our members to give 
something back to the Park and the 
community. 

Our volunteer hours have more than 
doubled since the previous year. With 
7621 hours being accrued. This is an 
outstanding achievement by all of our 
volunteers.

The harvest figures for the 2014-15 
financial year were about double 
that taken the previous year. Rabbits 
remain the ‘bread and butter’ of the 
CPM operation, with volunteers con-
sistently taking more than 100 rabbits 
in an average month.

Several new operations have been 
proposed for 2016. These include: 
Mount Macedon Regional Park goat 

control, Woodlands History Park 

rabbit control, Quail Island pig and 

fox control and Gippsland Plains Red 

Gum fox control. 

Here are the harvest figures for the 

last financial year. Some great num-

bers taken and we should be very 

proud as an organisation to provide 

this service.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU 15

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

The “250” in .22-250 signifies the 

parent cartridge, which happens 

to be the .250-3000. With the 2R 

Lovell, a once-popular Wildcat that 

had a brief career as a factory round, 

the “2R” refers to designer Hervey 

Lovell’s second reamer profile.

British nomenclature is more co-

herent overall, but it has its rugged 

moments.

A title like .375 Flanged Nitro Ex-
press (2-1/2 ins) is useful, though 
cumbersome. It tells us the bullet 
diameter, that the case is rimmed, 
that it is a smokeless powder design, 
that it is relatively powerful, and the 
length of the case — in that order.

Where cartridges are necked-down 
versions of earlier types, their names 
usually reflect their origin, with the 
parent cartridge being mentioned 
first. Hence, to the British, the 

.303/.25 is the familiar .303 military 
case necked down to calibre .257. 

Another two examples, known to thou-
sands of Australian and British army 
cadets of yesteryear, are the .297/.230 
Morris Short and Long. But nowhere 
do those names tell us that the projec-
tiles were .225-inch diameter.

And there we’ve run out of space. 
Season’s greetings, everyone.

© Copyright R. Williams, November 2015.

Looking back on CPM’s success in 2014-15

RHYS COOTE
SSAA (Vic) CPM Manager
rhys.coote@ssaavic.com.au

Feral cat Feral pig Rabbit Hare Feral goat Fox Deer

July 1 257 1 10 4

August 84 55 8 4 7

September 1 200 4 6 9

October 189 8 3 3

November 245 11 4 2 11

December 2 78 7 41 5 3

January 54 1

February 60 4 9

March 3 178 12 6 5 13

April 121 2 8

May 190 2 3 7

June 195 1 3

Total 7 1851 95 68 51 68

1. CPM operations 
carried on in rain, 
hail, snow and 
shine in 2014-15. 2 
and 3. The Wilsons 
Promontory Hog 
Deer Trial will be 
held next year, 
after the inaugural 
operation’s 
success. 4. The 
CPM program 
is carried out at 
dozens of locations 
across Victoria.
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A NEW national park 
proposed for Victoria’s 
inner northeast could have 

a devastating impact on Victoria’s 
shooting industry. Labor’s plan is 
to create the Great Forest National 
Park (GFNP) in the dark green 
area detailed on the below map. 
The park would stretch almost the 
entire area form Eildon to Noojee 
to Kinglake – a total of 355,000ha.

It’s not just conjecture. This motion 
on notice from the Greens in State 
Parliament means the issue will be 
voted on in the near future. At this 
stage, we don’t know which way 
Labor will go on it.

The 2014 election
In the lead up to the 2014 Victorian 
State Election, Labor’s campaign 
promises included the creation of 
the GFNP. This was supported by 
the Greens but not the incumbent 
Liberal-National Coalition. Divisions 
within Labor resulted in the commit-
ment being dropped from the party’s 
election platform days before the 
election. However, the new Minister 
for Environment, Lisa Neville, has 
expressed her support for the park 
and now the matter is already listed 
for voting in Parliament.

What are those 
advocating for the 
GFNP saying?
The GFNP supporter group is large, 
well-funded and well-organised. It 
has a slick website (www.greatforest-
nationalpark.com.au) where it offers 

organised tours, uploads promotion-
al videos and requests donations. 
The website lists 46 businesses as 
supporters of the proposal. It also 
lists a number of prominent individual 
supporters including Catholic priest 
Father Bob Maguire, comedian Tim 
Ferguson and author Wendy Harmer. 

What it means
With some minor exceptions, hunting 
isn’t allowed in national parks. If the 
park gets the green light, the future 
of deer hunting could be severely 
curtailed. Pest animal control would 
be deserted, leading to environmen-
tal damage. And the impact on the 
surrounding small towns and econ-
omies, which depend on hunting, 
could also be devastating.

The area takes in towns where many 
shooters live with their guns safely 
locked away. Guns are allowed on 
private property and main roads but, 
once you take a gun down a track, 
you could be in trouble.

The current 
situation
Major shooting interests have been 

working on this for a while. They 
are working to make sure shooting 
interests are represented in the 
decision-making process. Currently 
the structure of the forestry taskforce 
includes interests sympathetic to the 
Greens, the Construction, Forestry, 
Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) 
and Victorian Association of Forest 
Industries. 

Should the initial taskforce find log-
ging is no longer viable in the area, 
a second consultation group will be 
established to consider the future of 
the area. The CFCV is waiting to see 
if the initial taskforce will have any 
impact. But if shooting interests are 
not properly represented, then hunt-
ing could become a pawn that gets 
traded away.

What you can do?
Until the recommendation of the ini-
tial taskforce becomes clear, the best 
thing we can do is ask shooters to be 
aware of the proposal.  If you have a 
Facebook account, follow the CFCV 
at firearmscouncilvic for updates on 
the GFNP proposal.  Make sure your 
shooting friends are aware of it too 
because we may need their help at 
short notice.

What every single shooter needs to know about...

Great Forest National Park
The Combined Firearms Council of Victoria (CFCV) Secretary Neil Jenkins is calling for all 

shooters to be informed about the Great Forest National Park proposal, because they may need 
to act in the future.

The CFCV represents the 
political interests of Victoria’s 
major shooting organisations. 
It was established in response 
to diminishing political support 
for shooters over the decades. 
One of its roles is to provide 
advice on which candidates 
support and oppose shooting 
sports to influence the out-
come of elections. 

The area earmarked for the GFNP.



SSAAVIC.COM.AU 17

RANGE RULES

Over the past few months, 
SSAA (Vic) has been 
reviewing and updating 

Springvale and Eagle Park’s range 
rules. Through this process, SSAA 
(Vic) has engaged its insurance 
brokers and the Licensing and 
Regulation Division of Victoria 
Police (LRD) to ensure the 
rules were compliant with our 
insurance policy and the ranges’ 
certifications. The rules were also 
updated to reflect all the current 
SSAA (Vic) policies, particularly the 
new Eye and Ear Protection Policy. 

The most significant changes have 
been made to the Eagle Park Range 
rules as they had not been updated 
since 2012. Springvale went through 
a major review in the past 12 months, 
so only minor changes will be imple-
mented there.

It has become apparent to SSAA 
(Vic) that both ranges need clear 
and concise range rules to ensure 
that shooters and range officers are 
aware of the limitations and restric-
tions for each range. There has been 
confusion in the past about rules that 
were being enforced and numerous 
occurrences of non-compliant activi-
ties on the ranges. 

Through this process, SSAA (Vic) 
has taken the opportunity to have all 

the ranges re-certified. This certifi-
cation has formed the basis of the 
range specific rules in the document.

All members are advised to read the 
new range rules to ensure they are 
aware of their responsibilities prior to 
commencing activity on the ranges. 
This is particularly important at Eagle 
Park Range. 

One of the primary changes is the 
accessibility of shooters to book/use 
ranges outside of sub-club booked 
times on ranges 1-18, Big Game 
Rifle Club and Sporting Clays. The 
new rules now require the following 
conditions to be adhered to before 
permission will be granted:

The member must seek permission 
from the Range Manager or range 
office to use a range.

If the member is on the range with 
no other shooters (alone), they must 
have a current SSAA Range Officer 
accreditation or recognised RO ac-
creditation, as outlined in the range 
rules, plus endorsement from their 
Eagle Park sub-club or by approval 
of the Range Manager.

If a shooter is instructing an un-
licensed shooter(s), the licensed 
shooter must have a current SSAA 
Range Officer accreditation or rec-
ognised RO accreditation, as outlined 
in the range rules, plus endorsement 
from their Eagle Park sub-club or by 

approval of the Range Manager.

If there are two or more licensed 
shooters on a range, at least one 
shooter must be a Range Officer and 
not be shooting at the same time. The 
individual that is nominated as range 
officer must be a currently qualified 
SSAA Range Officer or have rec-
ognised RO accreditation, as outlined 
in the range rules, plus endorsement 
from their Eagle Park sub-club or by 
approval of the Range Manager.

Sub-clubs have been asked to pro-
vide a list of endorsed members to 
the range office. Only those mem-
bers whose names appear on the list 
will be granted permission to use a 
range outside sub-club-booked times 
unless special exceptions have been 
authorised by the Range Manager. 
Please contact your sub-club to 
ascertain whether your name is on 
the endorsed list prior to attending 
the range.

The new range rules took effect as of 
December 1, 2015 at Springvale and 
will take effect on January 2, 2016 
at Eagle Park. The new rules will be 
posted at the range and on the SSAA 
(Vic) website. Hard copies will also 
be available at the range offices. 

If you have any questions regarding 
the new range rules please contact 
the Assistant Range Managers at 
Springvale or Eagle Park.

SHAUN DOYLE

SSAA (Vic) Facilities Manager 
- Springvale 
shaun.doyle@ssaavic.com.au

Range rules 
on target
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Many tactics have been 
employed to tackle 
increasing rabbit 

populations across the state, 
including disease releasing and 
poison baiting. But the populations 
of rabbits in areas like Phillip 
Island continue to grow despite the 
Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning’s efforts.

One SSAA Victoria member has 
turned this problem into an opportu-
nity to combine his love of hunting, 
food and conservation. Ian Burns 
bought a unit at Phillip Island three 
years ago and immediately began 
contacting landowners, offering to 
control rabbits on their properties.

“I sussed out some local properties 
for the opportunity of being able to 
thin out the rabbit population with my 
rimfire,” he said. “Being a member of 
the SSAA helped heaps. Now I have 
permission from various landowners 
on The Island to shoot rabbits.”

Ian said the lack of predators – foxes, 
cats, eagles and hawks – on Phillip 
Island allowed the animals to breed 

up every spring. The many sheep 
and cattle farmers on the Island, 
along with the hobby farmers, can 
have hundreds of the furry pests on 
their property at a time.

“DELWP systematically poisons 
rabbits all over the Island,” Ian said. 
“They use pindone – a poison put into 
oats and placed in a shallow trench. 
The rabbit dies very quickly. Previ-
ously the authorities used myxoma-
tosis – a debilitating virus, spread 
by flea or mosquito, which slowly 
killed the rabbit. Mixi rabbits are 
easily identified by puffy eyes, slow 
movements and very poor condition 
physically.”

Ian said shooting was the most 
humane way to kill rabbits – and he 
always made sure the healthy car-
casses were used. All the rabbits he 

shoots are eaten by himself, friends, 
or relatives. “I cook it every which 
way,” he said. “And so do my friends 
and relatives. They are high in pro-
tein, low in fat and very tasty.”

On an average night of shooting, Ian 
dispatches 10 to 12 rabbits in two 
hours and said he could double that if 
he was interested in skinning them all 
overnight. When he began the proj-
ect he would walk small properties at 
dusk, but on the bigger properties he 
spotlights out of his car.

“I leave my unit around 9pm and 
am in the paddocks by 9.15pm,” he 
said. “To keep the noise down and 
neighboring properties happy I use 
Winchester Sub-sonic ammunition 
in my BRNO model 2 rimfire, topped 
with Simmons 4-10 x 42 scope. I also 
use my little Lithgow single-shot with 
a 4X power Nikko scope. Both have 
LED lights fixed under the barrel.”

Ian said he’s only putting a small dent 
in rabbit numbers and encouraged 
other SSAA Victoria members to start 
their own projects in their local areas.

CONTINUED PAGE 23

SSAA Victoria member Ian Burns dispatches up to a dozen rabbits at one time when he shoots on private property at Phillip Island. His friends and 
family reap the benefits of home-cooked, fresh, high-protein meals. 

Sink your teeth into these
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Ian’s rabbit quiche 

Ingredients

1   Large rabbit
2-3   Leaves of silverbeet
2   Brown onions
1  Small carrot
3  Sticks of celery
2  Tomatoes
8  Eggs
1tsp Cumin
Pinch Turmeric
Salt and pepper
Grated cheese
Short-cut and puff pastry

Method

Soak the rabbit in salt water and white 
vinegar for an hour prior to cooking. This re-moves any bruising and blanches the meat 
slightly. 

Cook the rabbit until the meat is just about falling off bone. I cook it in a pressure cook-
er for just over an hour, but you can steam 
or poach it if desired. Strip the meat from 

the bones and put it to one side.

Pre-heat your oven to 180-190C.

Cut the silverbeet, onions, carrot and celery into small pieces. Place a layer of the cut 
vegetables into a large pie dish, already lined with baking paper and short-cut pastry.

Put a layer of grated cheese over the top of the vegetables, then a layer of your shred-
ded rabbit meat. 

Sprinkle a teaspoon of cumin over the meat, then a little turmeric. Add a pinch each of 
salt, black pepper and a dried chili flakes (if desired).

Add another layer of vegetable mix and top with one sliced tomato. Repeat with a layer of shredded rabbit, a pinch of cumin and the second sliced tomato. 

If using a deep pie dish, repeat the above 
steps until the mix almost fills the dish. 

Whip up your eggs, slowly pour over the 
whole pie, letting it seep through the layers.
Place puff pastry over the top of the dish 
and trim the edges. Press the sides down 
with fork and score the top. With a pastry 
brush, brush on a whipped egg to give it a 
golden brown finish when cooked.

Cook for one hour or until golden brown.

Leftovers rabbit stir-fry
Take all of the rabbit and vegetables left 
over after making your quiche. 

Put the ingredients in a hot, oiled fry-pan 
with a dash of soy sauce, black pepper, a 
pinch of turmeric and some olive oil. 

Whip an egg, slowly pour it into the fry-
pan and mix it together with your existing 
ingredients.

Cook for 10 minutes. Serve on a bed of rice.

Ian Burns wants to share with the SSAA Victoria membership, his most popular rabbit dishes – 
his quiche and ‘leftovers stir-fry’. Try the recipe for yourself and text the editor your feedback on 

0477 22 77 02.

From the recipe book
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The majority of people who 
hunt in Victoria abide by the 
laws and treat the animal, 

environment and non-hunters with 
the respect they deserve. However, 
as the weather warms up and more 
people head to reserves, parks and 
forests, illegal hunters come out of 
the woodwork and threaten to ruin 
the pastime for everyone.

Woods Point Leading Senior Con-
stable Ken Dwight said August and 
September were particularly disap-
pointing months, with several cases 
of non-compliance by hunters in his 
area. Police in the small town on the 
banks of the Goulburn River have 
been busily trying to track down 
several hunters for animal cruelty, 
property damage and firearms-relat-
ed offences.

“In the first incident we had a group 
of men up for a weekend in early 
August who took it upon themselves 
to shoot out an electrical transform-
er,” the Senior Constable said. “This 
action caused a local blackout for 24 
hours and also affected the oper-
ations of the local hotel and other 
residents. The culprits also destroyed 
the insulators on the pole and they 
managed to shoot a few holes in the 
sign at Dearlove Track as well. Most 
distressing is the fact that this shoot-
ing occurred near residential houses 
in the town and managed to cause 
over $15,000 in damage. Some quick 
thinking by my colleague at Jamieson 
Police Station the next day allowed 
us to find these men and they will be 
dealt with appropriately.”

In another recent case, a local re-
turned home to find a large, headless 
deer carcass in the middle of their 
driveway. Forensic information was 
obtained from the incident and it was 
followed up.

A third case involved two-carloads 

of young men camping along Comet 
Flat, who decided to shoot a deer op-
posite the Richmond Retreat Cabins 
in Woods Point, much to the distress 
of guests and their children. 

“With no thought for the sensibilities 
of these witnesses, they dragged the 
dead animal across the footbridge 
and into their ute, then back to their 
camp,” Senior Constable Dwight 
said. “They later decapitated and 
skinned this hapless animal and 
dumped its carcass near the toilet 
block in the campsite. Thanks to the 
observations of witnesses, these 
men will also be dealt with.”

The final case Senior Constable 
Dwight highlighted was one of sick-
ening animal cruelty, in the vicinity 
of distressed children. It involved 
a group of young, suburban men, 
camped at Snake Edwards Camping 
Reserve earlier in the year.

“One of the males had brought along 
his air rifle and, after shooting several 
trees, decided to shoot at a small 
group of ducks living in the reserve,” 
Senior Constable Dwight said. “He 
managed to hit one of the ducks, 
injuring it. The group decided to give 
the injured duck a bit of a kick around 
until it tried to fly off. It was only able 
to make it to the nearby riverbank 
where it died. All this occurred within 
the view of the children who were 
camping nearby. The shooter has 
been charged with various firearms 
and game offences and his friends 
issued with infringement notices.”

Each of the examples documented 

by the Woods Point police officer 
detail breaches to the fundamen-
tal rules of ethical hunting. Game 
Management Authority’s Respect 
program urges every hunter to think 
responsibly and respect animals, 
respect the environment, respect oth-
er hunters, respect the hunt, respect 
non-hunters and respect the laws. 

There are tens of thousands of Victo-
rian and interstate game hunters and 
the majority of those people abide by 
the law and Respect rules. However, 
this small number of illegal hunters 
have the potential to damage the 
reputation of all hunters. 

SSAA Victoria Chief Executive Offi-
cer Jack Wegman said any breaches 
of the Respect rules were totally 
unacceptable. He called for all mem-
bers to uphold the Respect rules and 
report anyone who failed to do so.

“We have no evidence to suggest 
any of these culprits are SSAA Victo-
ria members and I sincerely believe 
our members would not be responsi-
ble for such disrespect and downright 
cruelty,” he said. “I do however, call 
on every member to keep an eye 
out while on their next hunting trip, 
for anyone doing the wrong thing. 
Educate any new hunters who are 
unintentionally doing the wrong thing 
and report anyone who is putting the 
future of hunting at risk.”

Senior Constable Dwight had a stern 
warning for anyone intending to travel 
to Woods Point to hunt illegally. “I 
can assure all hunters and shoot-
ers out there who may have similar 
thoughts of coming to Woods Point 
and surrounding areas that, if you do 
the wrong thing or intend to spotlight 
deer, I will do everything in my power 
to track you down and bring you 
before the courts.”

To report illegal hunting call 136 186 
or report it to local police.

Illegal hunters under watch
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It all started with an old 
quarry and a pound a year, 
back in the late 1950s. Five 

blokes, an old snipe trap and 
an old toilet from the back of 
Doug Rogers’ place was all 
that was needed to establish 
the SSAA Shepparton branch. 
Over the past 60-plus years 
the branch has transformed 
into a thriving business with 
three sub-clubs, a popular 
cooked-food menu and 
hundreds of members.

Plans to expand the branch 
further have just been support-
ed by the State Government 
and the local council, says 
President Geoff Morton. “We’ve 
got $15,000 off council for the 
Shotgun Club and the State 
Government is giving us just shy 
of $50,000,” he said.

The Greater Shepparton City 
Council’s Our Sporting Future 
Program was established to 
assist community sporting or-
ganisations with the implemen-
tation of small- to medium-sized 
facility development projects 
and development programs 
for new and emerging sporting 
organisations across the munic-
ipality. The council funding, met 

with $15,000 of the branch’s 
money, will be spent putting 
solar panels on the roof, buying 
a more efficient fridge, installing 
stainless steel around the kitch-
en splashback and fixing a clay 
target thrower (a trap).

But the biggest project the 
branch plans to embark on is a 
renovation of its ranges, fund-
ed by the State Government’s 
Shooting Sports Facilities 
Program. Designed to improve 
safety, recruit new members, 
better accommodate people 
of all abilities and strengthen 
pathways from a grassroots 
level to the elite arena, the $3 
million program provided cash 
injections to 71 clubs across the 
state, including SSAA’s Wodon-
ga branch. 

Daniel Young, Member for 
Northern Victoria Region in 
the Legislative Council, said 
shooting was a growing sport 
in Victoria, especially among 
young people and women. 
Member for Northern Victoria, 
Jaclyn Symes, said investments 
in shooting clubs could support 
future Olympic gold medal con-
tenders.  “We want our sports 
clubs to be safe, modern and 

welcoming to all members – no 
matter their ability, their gender 
or where they live,” she said.

SSAA Shepparton will use 
the $47,800 grant to develop 
three new ranges at the 14 
acre-property. “We’re going to 
divide this range into three with 
concrete safety buffer walls,” 
he said, while standing at the 
current 300m range. “We’ll drop 
a roller door down so you can 
separate the ranges. We’re also 
going to turn around the ‘cubby 
house’ and put a veranda on it 
so they’ve got an area that they 
can sit under after a shoot.”

Geoff said the transforma-
tion would be as significant 
as the addition of the current 
clubhouse in the late 1960s or 
1970s. Back then, the members 
went from using a pot belly 
stove in the original shed with 
a pull-up veranda, to a larger 
shed with an attached veranda 
and toilet.  The improving ame-
nities are expected to attract 
more visitors to the range and 
help boost the already-great 
community feel at the branch.

PICTURE: Tony Connell and SSAA 
Shepparton President Geoff  
Morton in front of the range  

that will be re-vamped. 

Shepp to  
get a facelift
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The Jenny Cole Memorial 
Shoot was held at the 
SSAA Victoria Eagle Park 

Range on Saturday, October 
17.  This event began as an 
inter-club shoot between the 
Little River Raiders and the Big 
Game Rifle Club (BGRF). It was 
established to allow members 
from both clubs to try out each 
other’s disciplines and firearms, 
while boosting the interaction 
between the two clubs. As the 
event became more popular, 
shooters from other disciplines 
started joining in. The day was then 
transformed into a Memorial Shoot 
to remember Jenny, who lost her 
battle with Breast Cancer in 2010. 
Funds raised go to the McGrath 
Foundation in its continuing efforts 
to combat the struggle faced 
by people diagnosed with this 
disease.

The winner of the Jenny Cole Memo-
rial Trophy – an engraved belt buck-
le – was Don Galliano from BGRC. 
Jenny’s granddaughter, Tayla Bump-
stead, presented the award to Don as 
he was the shooter deemed to have 
had the most fun on the day.

The day was a huge success, with a 
group of spectators and an excited 
group of shooters from Australian 
Deer Association, BGRC and Little 
River Raiders coming along. Among 
the group of shooters were SSAA 
Victoria President Denis Moroney 
and Board members Lance East-
wood and Andrew Hepner. Some 
well-travelled visitors – RusLer and 
Double Barrel Dave, of Warrnambool, 
and Slick Dick and Molly Dooka, 
of Bendigo – made the trip to Little 

River.

After a quick safety briefing and 
some instruction on single action and 
big game firearms, the day began 
with the participants splitting into 
two groups. One group started the 
event at ranges 15, 16 and 18, with 
three stages of Single Action and the 
other group headed to the Big Game 
Rifle range for three events – Hunt-
ing Class, Special Snap and Double 
Rifles. 

The use of single-action revolvers 
and lever-action rifles and shotguns 
all in the same event was a pleasant 
change for the BGRC shooters. And 
the chance to use some use large 
calibre double rifles had the Cowboy 
shooters excited. 

Alister Cooke from BGRC was the 
top scorer of the day, with Lance 
Eastwood from BGRC winner of the 
BGRC events. Top scorer of the Sin-
gle Action events was Slick Dick, aka 
Richard Fletcher, from The Bendigo 
Bushrangers Single Action Club. The 
BGRC came out the overall winner 
of the competition and will be the 
custodians of the Jenny Cole Memo-
rial Combined Shoot Shield until next 
year’s event. Thanks to Sambucca 
Kid and Maree Cooper for taking 
care of the scoring.

The raffle, run over the preceding 
weeks to raise funds for the McGrath 
Foundation, was a great success. 
Sincere thanks goes to the Gee-
long and Victorian businesses that 
donated prizes, including: Adrian 
from Norlane Tyre Service, David 
from Associated Cold Treads, Simon 
from Middleton’s Heating and Cool-
ing, Rod and Alex from The Outdoor 
Sportsman, Dale from QAH Auto 
Spare Parts, Steve from Silver Shad-
ow Projectiles, Andrew from Preci-

sion Engine Reconditioners, Clive 
from Winchester Australia, SSAA 
Victoria President Denis Moroney, 
the SSAA Eagle Park Range Con-
sultative Committee, SSAA Victoria 
Eagle Park Range staff Paul, Andrea 
and Sue, SSAA Victoria CEO Jack 
Wegman, the staff at the State Office 
and the SSAA sub-clubs and mem-
bers that donated prizes. Several 
businesses are proud to support us, 
so please support them when you 
can.

Congratulations to all those who won 
raffle prizes. The total handed over to 
the McGrath Foundation was $3630.

The great success of this event is 
thanks to the hard work and dedica-
tion of the few people who always 
stand in to assist, and the generosity 
of the organisations and individuals 
that donated prizes. Thanks to Bec, 
Laurie and Blake Colville for flitting 
about taking happy snaps with the 
camera.

The next Jenny Cole Memorial Shoot 
will be held on Saturday, October 15, 
2016 (Breast Cancer Month). The 
event is open to anyone interested in 
having a go at different disciplines. 
For more information about next 
year’s event’ contact Ian “Grizzly 
Grumps” Cole at grumps@ncable.
net.au or 0400 824 284.

GRIZZLY GRUMPS
Little River Raiders

Shooters gather to 
remember Jenny

The Jenny Cole Memorial Shoot belt buckle 
was awarded to the person who had the most 
fun – Don Galliano, of BGRC. The award was 
presented by Jenny’s granddaughter, Tayla 
Bumpstead, with Grizzly Grumps.
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AROUND THE TRAPS

The Champion Gunfighters for Fort Bridger’s 2015 Gunfight at OK 
Corral - Rattlesnake and Sassy Britches.

Toby, 2, Phoebe, Jeremiah and Marcus at the Celebration of the Hunt 
dinner. 

A standard junior rimfire competition was held for 18-24-year-olds 
in conjunction with the Victorian Junior Rimfire Championship on 
November 8. Pictured is the winner, Amy McMahon (left), Emily Taylor, 
who came second, and Jeran Wild, who came third.

Ethan (left), Gary, Robbert and Tim at the Deerstalker’s sixth annual 
Celebration of the Hunt dinner on November 18.

A clay target shooter at Shepparton SSAA’s Blue Ribbon Shoot Day on 
October 24.

Little River Raiders Single Action Shooting Club’s Amarillo and Bec, with a 
special load of pink powder at the Jenny Cole Memorial Shoot. PIC: Laurie

National Pistol 
Championships 
competitors at 
Springvale on 
October 9.
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AROUND THE TRAPS

Jeff from the Melbourne Arms and Militaria Fair drew the 
winners of the event’s door prize at the State Office in 
October.

George, Dennis and Gerry catching up at the Celebration of the Hunt 
diner.

Got some pictures to share?
If you have taken some recent pictures of 

yourself or friends at the ranges, an event 

or out on a hunt, send them to the editor 

for inclusion in our new ‘Around the Traps’ 

section. Email caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.

com.au or drop them into the State Office.

The crowd at SSAA Springvale for the Deertalkers Celebration of the hunt. BELOW: 
Venison sausages, roast, onion, sauerkraut and salads were seved for dinner.

LEFT: The 
Master 
Gunfighters 
for 2015 
Jay Bird, of 
Bendigo, 
and Bad 
4 You, of 
Wangaratta. 
They were 
the winners 
of the top 
10 shootout.

Field Hunters Club members on a recent organised hunt.

Shooters 
and Fishers 
Party of 
Victoria 
member 
Jeff 
Bourman 
sent us this 
picture of 
Eagle Park 
Range in 
the 1980s.
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The ARMC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.

We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. If you have the same hobbies 
then you must belong to a nominated 
collectors club to obtain a collector’s 
licence.

We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.

For further details, contact the State 
Office between 9am to 5pm on 03 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at amccvic@
optusnet.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)

General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25, 50, 100, 200m.

Safety and Family Firearms Edu-
cation  (SAFFE) Program: Second 
Sunday each month from 10am to noon. 
$6 (ammunition cost). Basic training for 
beginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.

Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.

Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425

Website: ssaabendigo.com.au

Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com

Post: PO Box 1098   
         Bendigo, Vic. 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 
the club before you join.

The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.

For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all 
disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. The 
main range caters for all rifles, from air 
rifles to the largest calibres. The range is 
approved to 500m, for all rifle calibres.

Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm

Phone: 03 5283 1575

The range is home to the following 
Clubs:

• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 
Club

• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Field Rifle 3 Positional
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club
• Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Pistol Silhouette
Website: ssaavic.com.au/index.php/
clubs-branches/clubs

Schedule of events

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Military Rifle First Sunday each 
month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3 Position and novel-
ty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme

The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

To help foster and develop hunter ethics, 
hunter training and opportunity. 

To foster the sustainable use of game. 

To improve hunting for the future. 

The club was set up in the late 1980s 
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to 
foster camaraderie among their fellow 
hunters. The club offers a relaxed, 
friendly and casual environment, with 
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over 250 active members. Come along to 
one of our general meetings to see what 
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or 
a meal at Bruno’s café. General meetings 
are held on the first Wednesday of every 
month except January, at the Springvale 
SSAA Range 714-716 Princes Highway 
from 7.30 pm.  

We strive to provide members with both 
hunting opportunities and training. There 
are plenty of opportunities for members 
to get out and do what they joined for 
and that is to hunt. As a bonus, you 
meet like-minded hunters and often form 
lifelong friendships. 

If you are looking for an active hunting 
club then look no further.

Member benefits include:

•  Access to the FREE extensive hunting 
DVD library.

• The monthly newsletter. 

• Guest speakers from a wide range 
of organisations, governing bodies or 
training providers, keeping members 
informed about what’s happening in the 
hunting space.

• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, normally 
$20.

• Organised hunting trips, including:  
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck 
shooting as pest control on rice crops 
during November and December, NSW 
R-Licence hunts, weekly organised fox 
drives during the cold months. 

• On top of this, members have direct ac-
cess to the club’s own Feral Animal Con-
trol Program, which has access to a major 
area of prime hunting throughout Victoria, 
all within two hours of Springvale. 

If you want to get into hunting and want 
to get onto a variety of different prop-
erties on a monthly or fortnightly basis, 
then we are the club for you. Our Feral 
Animal Control Program hunts provide 
a platform that offers guidance and 
training to enhance member skills, safety 
in the field, and allow members to meet 
fellow hunters.

On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook group, just for members. This 
is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so 
you could soon find that you have too 
much hunting available and not enough 

time to fit it all in.

In the past few months the club has de-
livered the following events to members:

• Feral Animal Control Program hunts.

• Mid-Year major raffle with a first 
prize of $1500 for any hunting-related 
equipment.

• Aussie Disposals discount night.

• Weekly fox drives, held in South 
Gippsland.

• Training on the ethical hunting

• 4WD safety inspection and swap meet 
day.

• Field to Fork game meet tasting night.

• Discussions from the Game Manage-
ment Authority.

• Fox hunting education and calling 
training.

• NSW R-Licence pig and goat hunts.

• Social weekender for family and friends.

So what are you waiting for, expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself.

Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay 
for membership online.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  Single Action 
shooting is a living history sport which 
uses the firearms of the American ‘Old 
West’.  Participants are required to adopt 
a persona typical of the era, and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  

Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  Black 
powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category 
of Single Action, and our black powder 
shooters add to the atmosphere, with 
lots of smoke and noise to entertain all.  
Shooter categories are established so as 
to cater for all age groups, both sexes, 
and different skill mixes.

We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  These events use single shot, 
lever- and pump-action rifles ranging 
from .22 to big bore buffalo rifles.  

All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  

Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – either inci-
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dents out of history, or our translation 
of classic Western movies or the old TV 
series.  Visitors are welcome to come 
along to any of our competitions and, 
if they like, they may try their hand at 
Single Action shooting under instruction.  
The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have fun with people 
dressed in cowboy gear, using period 
firearms or faithful replicas.  

For further information please look us up 
at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or con-
tact the Secretary Tiresome (aka Tony 
Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email littleriv-
erraiders@yahoo.com.au

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 
targets using our amazing terrain to 
provide shooters with a great experience. 
All levels of shooters are welcome with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. We encourage 
our shooters to join our club and become 
involved in setting up the grounds. 
Please give us a call or send an email. 

Our practice days are on the second 
Sunday of each month running from 
10am-5pm. The cost is $10 for 30 targets 
and you can shoot as many rounds as 
you wish. We are also able to set up par-
ticular practice targets for you wherever 
possible. 

Our competition days are the fourth 
Sunday of each month with nomina-
tions opening at 9.30am and closing at 
10:30am. The competition usually con-
sists of 75 targets at a nomination cost 
of $45, less for ladies, juniors and pen-
sioners and sub juniors shoot for free. 
Our last competition day was August 24, 
with Simon Sammut winning overall, with 
a great score of 71. We have prizes for 
each grade including vets, ladies, juniors 
and sub juniors. 

We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial 
FITASC old style shoot on August 10. It 
was a lovely day and Chris Brown was 
the overall winner. Lots of fun was had 

with raffle prizes and wonderful food 
provided by the Panetta family – a great 
way to remember Vince. 

Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828, 
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au 

Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

Melbourne Sporting Rifle Club’s 2016 
calendar is below.

Springvale:

Date 9.30am 12.30pm

Jan 17 No shoot 

Feb 21 Air Rifle 3P Rimfire 3P

March 
20

Air Rifle 10m 
Precision

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

April 17 Air Rifle Silhouette 80 
Targets

May 15  No shoot

June 19 Air Rifle 3P Rimfire 
NRA 3P 120 
shots

July 17 Air Rifle 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

Aug 21 Air Rifle 10m 
Precision*

Rimfire 3P

Sep 18 Air Rifle Silhouette SSAA 
VIC State Champs  
80 targets

Oct 16 Air Rifle 10m 
Precision

Rimfire 
Field Rifle*

Nov 20 Air Rifle 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Field Rifle*

*Eligible for entry into National Postal 
Comp

Little River:

Date 9.30am Noon

Jan 24 No shoot 

Feb 28 Centrefire 3P 
SSAA State 
Champs

Rimfire 
3P SSAA 
State 
Champs

March 27 No shoot

April 24 Centrefire 
Field Rifle

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

May 22 Centrefire 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Silhouette 
60 Targets

June 26 Centrefire 3P Rimfire 3P

July 24 Keith Barnett Memorial 
Rimfire Silhouette  
80 targets

Aug 28 Centrefire 
Field Rifle

Rimfire 
Field Rifle

Sep 25 Centrefire & Rimfire Me-
tallic Silhouette SSAA VIC 
State Champs

Oct 23 Centrefire & Rimfire Field 
Rifle SSAA VIC State 
Champs

Nov 27 Centrefire 
Silhouette

Rimfire 
Silhouette 
60 targets

For more information contact Bill on 
0408 323 060 or Jenny at dejen@jeheda.
com

We are dedicated to the safe, competi-
tive use of military firearms. Friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions 
are held at the SSAA Little River Range 
on the first and second Sundays of the 
month. The first Sunday (9am start) 
of the month events include the main 
event, a 3 Position competition over 
100m, 200m and 300m, plus the special-
ty event, which includes rapid fire and is 
different each month. A long-range event 
at 500m is held three times a year. The 
second Sunday (11am start) main event 
is the 3P Trainer Competition on a mini 
3P target over  50m, 75m and 100m, 
using military trainer rifles (.22 and 310 
calibers) The  MRC State Titles are held 
in April at the Dookie Agricultural Col-
lege. Club rifles are available.

Other special away events are held in 
partnership with several VRA clubs and 
other Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s Gen-
eral Meeting for all members is held at 
the SSAA Springvale Range on the fourth 
Thursday of the month at 8pm.New 
members, juniors and visitors are always 
welcome. Come along and support your 
club. Annual membership is $35 for 
adults and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to 
17yrs inclusive)
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Website: www.vicmrc.com

Email: milrifle@yahoo.com.au

Phone: Ian Garth, 0408 568 083

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers which runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale range. 

Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and 
Sundays from noon. A variety of compe-
titions are shot, including ISSF style sport 
pistol, centrefire and Classic Pistol at 25m, 
25m and 50m, Service Match, IPSC and 
Metallic Silhouette (at Eagle Park range). 
Our website contains a full calendar of 
competitions and range times.

Introduction to Handguns course

New members are welcome. We run 
regular Introduction to Handguns cours-
es which will teach you the basics of 
handgun safety and shooting fundamen-
tals as well as provide an introduction 
to joining the club. The course consists 
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60 
minutes on the range firing a variety of 
club handguns. The course costs $65 and 
includes range entry and ammunition. 
Bookings for the course are taken online 
at our website or at the front desk at 
Springvale Range. Completing the intro-
duction course is the first step in joining 
our club.

Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee 
and thereafter a $100 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 
Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 

For more information please see our 
website at: 

Website: www.sspc.org.au

Contact: info@sspc.org.au

Sebastian (Club Secretary): 0417 034 
325

The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-
tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events.

Shooting is a sport that does not present 
a barrier to anyone who wishes to get 
involved - neither age, physical ability nor 
gender are barriers to enjoying the sport 
of pistol shooting. 

It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.

The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 
many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.

Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 

Website: www.springvalepc.org

The Springvale shooting range is open 
every day of the week. The facility, 
which includes a licensed bar, lounge, 
and restaurant, caters to: 22 rifles only 
at 50m (no magnums); 25-50m pistol 
ranges and 10m air rifle.

The range hosts a number of competi-
tions throughout the week, as well as ca-
tering for corporate and group shooting 

activities, such as Scout groups, birthday 
parties and community activities. 

The 50m, .22 main range is available 
to the public and members. Unlicensed 
shooters are welcome to come down and 
use the facility under the guidance of 
experienced range officers/instructors. 
Loan firearms are available at the range.

Trading hours:
Monday to Friday: 5pm to 9pm

Saturday: 10am to 6pm

Sunday: Noon to 5pm 

Phone: 03 9547 0007 during operating 
hours

Contact: Assistant Range Manager Ray-
mond Tan, springvale@ssaavic.com.au              

For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising!

We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA(Vic) 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.

Multi Disciplines: Practise and competi-
tion, 3P, field rifle, practical rifle, sports 
rifle, air rifle, stuff we make up as we go.

Shooter of the Month Awards, Shooter of 
the Year Award.

Annual membership fee: $20 

Annual target levy: $50

Need more information? 
Club Secretary: Jenny, dejen@jeheda.
com 

Club PR Officer: Zdenka, 0418 562 257

Club Coach: Bill O’Connor, 0408 323 060

Calendar of events for 2016:

Jan 14 3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand 
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Jan 28 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

Feb 11 25m Precision - Animal 
Silhouettes Rd1 / R5

Feb 25m Precision - Animal 
Silhouettes Rd2 / R5
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Mar 10 Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6 
Off Hand 2x5 
Standing Post 2x5 
Sitting Post 2x5 / R5

Mar 24 Field Rifle / R5

April 14 10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

Apri 28 10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

May 12 AGM – 7:00pm @ Taco 
Bill’s, Springvale

May 26 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

June 9 10m Rimfire Open Sights 
/ R5

June 23 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

July 14 Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6 
& Off Hand 2x5 Standing 
Post 2x5 & Sitting Post 2x5 
/ R5

July 28 Field Rifle / R5

Aug 11 3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand 
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Aug 25 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

Sep 8 10m Air Rifle Precision* / 
Air

Sep 22 10m Air Rifle Precision* / 
Air

Oct 13 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots 
/ R4

Oct 27 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10 
Standing Post 2x10 & 
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 10 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10 
Standing Post 2x10 & 
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 24 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10 
Standing Post 2x10 & 
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Dec 8 Christmas Fun Shoot / 
Presentations / R5

Dec 16 
or 17

Christmas Party - Venue to 
be advised

Rekindle the spirit of black powder fire-
arm sporting shooting with the VMLC.
Relive the excitement of bygone days by 
shooting black powder firearms, a truly 
engrossing and satisfying sport. Every-
one is welcomed to attend the VMLC 
monthly competitions at the SSAA (Vic) 

Eagle Park Shooting Complex near Little 
River on the third Saturday of every 
month. Even if you don’t own any Muzzle 
Loading or black powder firearms, knowl-
edgeable and generous VMLC members 
are always eager to give you a few shots!
Competitions are organised for all black 
powder original and reproduction fire-
arms including cap and ball, cartridge 
and single-shot handguns, muzzle load-
ing long-arms including flint, percussion, 
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile, 
smooth bore musket cartridge rifle, and 
muzzle loading and cartridge shotgun.

From January to October competitions 
are held. Prize-winners are presented 
with cards as well as trophies for the 
various championships, such as Breech 
Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Ri-
fle, Traditional Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long 
Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock 
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading 
Shotgun, and Handgun.

For November many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Cham-
pionships where lots of black powder and 
lead is expended during the day, and at 
night everyone relaxes at the free barbe-
cue exchanging black powder stories and 
generally having a good time. December 
is set aside for some traditional competi-
tions, such as cannon and novelty events.

VMLC membership also includes an en-
tertaining and informed newsletter, The 
Ramrod, which is sent to members every 
month. The Ramrod includes shooters’ 
scores, VMLC record scores, coming 
events and additional articles of interest 
to the black powder enthusiast.

For more information contact VMLC 
President Jim Morraitis on 03 9401 1955 
during business hours, visit www.vmlc.
com.au or Facebook at www.facebook.
com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twit-
ter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest search 
for victorian muzzle loading club. 

Upcoming events: 

December 13: Annual Novelty .22 Rifle 
Christmas Shoot, set-up from 9.30am 

for a 10am start. Come and support our 
Annual Christmas Shoot and Year-End 
Competition Presentations.

Range closures: 

The rifle range will be closed over the 
Christmas break. Re-opening Wednesday, 
January 20, 2016 at 10am.

Warning: West Wodonga Shooting 
Complex Ranges cannot be opened on 
TOTAL FIRE BAN Days. Please check the 
CFA website (www.cfa.vic.gov.au) for the 
North Eastern District over the coming 
months before heading out to the range.

Wodonga Range Fees as at 1 January 
2016

Day range pass:

SSAA members

Adult $10

Pensioner $5

Junior Free

Non members

Adult $20

Pensioner $15

Junior Free

Other fees:

Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each

Competition Fee $5

Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)

Annual range 
passes

$65 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$35

Six month range 
passes

$35  
Jan 1 to Jun 30

Wodonga range matters  

Upon arriving at the range, leave your 
firearms securely locked in your vehicle 
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who 
will be wearing a high-visibility vest. 
The RO will guide you to sign the range 
attendance sheet and take your range 
fees. The RO will instruct you on when 
you may bring firearms from a vehicle 
to the firing line and when you may take 
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firearms from the firing line back to a 
vehicle. 

The use of correct eye and hearing 
protection is compulsory for all people 
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not 
acceptable. 

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)

First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)

First Saturday 
• 1pm -3pm Training programs and 

group bookings 
Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 lr
• Noon .22 Rim-Fire 100mtr Fly 

Shoot 
• 1pm .22 lr Rim fire Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Saturday
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
• 11.30am Military rifle
• 12.30pm Black powder longarms

Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am-noon Handgun Club Metal-

lic Silhouette

Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot for any 

firearm
• 12.15pm Martini Shoot for any Marti-

ni actioned rifle

Fifth Sunday
• 11am Novelty Event
• 11 – noon Flintlock

Wednesday 10am-noon

Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days.

Wodonga Handgun Club calendar

The range calendar can be view on the 
SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club website at 
http://www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au  

Contact: President Josh Knight, jaek1@
me.com or 0488 970 293. Secretary Faith 
Porter, secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au,  
PO Box 501 Wodonga VIC 3689.

Retrieving trial

The retrieving trial held at our October 
training day was a great success. The 
weather was great, the venue was great 
and the attendance was great. Thanks 
to everyone who pitched in – before the 
event, during the event and after the 
event. We had 25 dogs competing in the 
intermediate and advanced stakes. The 
judge Andrew Yeomans put in a sterling 
effort.

The results were: Intermediate - 1st Alex 
Jevric and Buddy (Brittany); 2nd Joseph 
Camilleri and Ollie (GSP); 3rd Steve Luck 
and Meg (GSP); 4th Barry Oliver and Kio 
(Pointer). Advanced - 1st Sam Heyes and 
Nellie (Labrador); 2nd Kevin Phelps and 
Aussie (Lab); 3rd Nick Guida and Marley 
(Pointer); 4th Henry Foster and Riley 
(Pointer); 5th Shane Emond and Angus 
(Labrador); 6th David Heyes and Pippa 
(Labrador).

Christmas Breakup and water test

Our November training day was also our 
Christmas breakup and water test. The 
event was held at a superb property near 
Riddells Creek and the day proved very 
popular among the many members who 
turned up for our last event of the year. 
Many thanks to all those who contributed 
to the huge spread and spit roast on the 
day. The water test was a hard fought 
affair with all competitors getting plenty 
of encouragement along the way. The re-
sults were: Intermediate – 1st Alex Jevric 
and Buddy (Brittany); 2nd Henry Foster 
and Bailey (Pointer); 3rd Steve Luck and 
Meg (GSP). Advanced – 1st Henry Foster 
and Riley (Pointer); 2nd Alex Jevric and 
Elle (Brittany); 3rd James Stellini and 
Charley (Labrador).

Retrieving dog of the year

At our recent AGM Sam Heyes and his 
Labrador, Coningsburgh Tasha Girl (Nel-
lie) were awarded the Bambillay Retriev-
ing trophy.

10-year members

Congratulations to Alex Jevric and Luc 
Tomasino who were awarded their 10-
year membership badges at the AGM. 
Well done and thanks for your contribu-
tions to the club.

Gundog training

Training days will start again on the third 
Sunday of February. See our blog for 
directions to the site – just google ‘wgaa 
blog’ or contact Training Officer Kevin 
Phelps on 0407 091 221. New members 
are always welcome.

Facebook 

WGAA is on Facebook.

WGAA blog

View reports and slideshows of WGAA 
events on WGAA’s blog at http://wgaa.
blogspot.com or just google - wgaa blog.

WORKING GUN 
DOGS

ABOVE: 
Sam 
Heyes 
and his 
winning 
Labrador 
Nellie. 
LEFT: 
Henry 
Foster’s 
pointer 
Riley.
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Proudly supported by:

Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate 
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying 
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you 
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.

Hunting’s future 
depends on you

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example 

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards 

• Promote and praise good behaviour 

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them 

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice 
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested 
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)  

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote  
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them  

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help 
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane  
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected 
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a 
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely 
hunt animals 

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)  

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t  
leave animal remains in or near waterways) 

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore  
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters  
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping  

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a 
level playing field

• Share your knowledge and skills with others

Australian

Deer 
Association

RAYTRADE PTY LTD


