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President’s Report

iStock

Here we are at the start of 
another year. 
 
 It is fair to say that 2014 
produced some challenges for the 
Association, including the ongoing 
negotiations for the purchase 
of the Springvale Community 
Hub (rudely interrupted by the 
State elections.) There are some 
issues arising from the past that 
must be dealt with, among them 
changes to our communications 
with our members. To this end 
we have engaged the services of 
a professional communications 
company to help us develop an 
integrated approach. 
 

 
We hope that you will notice ongoing improvements over time 
in this area. 
  Over the Christmas break, we had an unfortunate accident at 
our Eagle Park Range. Three friends arrived to enjoy a day’s 
shooting when one of them was struck in the abdomen by an 
unknown object. The impact inflicted bruising and shock.  
  Fortunately, the Range Officer was quickly on the scene and 
had the person moved to the office where he was attended to 
by a doctor, who was on the range. It was decided to send the 
patient to the Alfred Hospital for observation, from where he 
was discharged a few hours later. 
  The range was closed until an inspection by Licensing 
Services Division and Worksafe on the following Tuesday. It 
was established by them, that it was not possible to say what 
caused the impact and permission was given to re-open the 
range. 
  Despite some extremely irresponsible and inaccurate 
reporting by the TV stations (one in particular), both Police 
and Worksafe were unable to establish the cause of impact.   
After a further debrief on the 6th of January, Police and 
Worksafe decided that no further action was necessary. 
  Lastly, don’t forget the State Conference is coming up on the 
14th of March. It’s never too early to start considering issues. 
  That’s it for now, except to wish you all a Happy New Year 
and enjoy your sport in 2015. 

Denis Moroney
President
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Victorian Agriculture Minister Jaala Pulford has 
announced a full-length duck hunting season of 12 
weeks with restrictions to the daily bag limit. 
 

The daily bag limit will be 10 ducks on opening day with a five 
per day bag limit for the remainder of the season. 

Below average rainfall for the past two years has reduced 
duck numbers and habitat. As a result, the Game Management 
Authority recommended that a reduced bag limit to ensure the 
sustainability of duck populations. 
 

On the opening Saturday of the season, no more than two 
game ducks per daily bag limit can be Blue-winged Shovelers. It 
will then be reduced to one Blue-winged Shoveler per daily bag 
for the remainder of the season. 
 

The 2015 duck hunting season will commence on Saturday 21 
March at 7.10am in the eastern zone, 7.20am in the central zone 
and 7.30am in the western zone, and closes half an hour after 
sunset on Monday 8 June, 2015.  

• Hunting in Victoria is worth about $439 million according to a 
recent survey of the State’s 47,000 licensed game hunters.  

• Victoria’s game ducks are the Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal, 
Hardhead, Mountain Duck, Pink-eared Duck, Wood Duck, Blue-
winged Shoveler and Chestnut Teal.  

• The Game Management Authority (GMA) regulates all game 
hunting in Victoria.  The Victorian Hunting Guide and the 
Game Hunting Victoria smartphone application will be available 
prior to the start of the season to reflect the current hunting 
arrangements.  

• The GMA website (www.gma.vic.gov.au) contains the most 
up-to-date information on the arrangements for duck hunting 
and testing. 

Duck Season            
announced

This will be the last 
edition in which Colin’s 
Hunting and Conservation 
report will appear.

For several years Colin 
has provided his report in a 
style that has captured the 
essence of the field sports 
that we are fortunate to 
enjoy in this State. Deer, duck 
and quail, Colin has written 
about each of these with 
insight, respect and passion. 
He has been at the forefront 
of many representations to 
Government, both written 
and in person, on a myriad of 
issues.
 

Retirement of  
Colin Wood

Colin’s expertise and opinions on hunting have long been 
sought after by a range of agencies. On such occasions 
he could always be relied upon to fearlessly present his 
arguments in the interest of the SSAA membership.  The 
Conservation Pest Management Programme, the Shotgun 
Education Programme, the setting of bag limits for duck 
season  ...  on all of these and on many other issues, Colin 
has tirelessly fought for the interests of the SSAA membership 
in particular and hunters in general. 
 
  Enjoy your retirement on the farm Colin, you will be sorely 
missed.

SSAA (Vic) State Conference
The State Conference is to be held on Saturday 14th March 2015 at the Springvale 
Range commencing at 9.00am. Please note: due to various circumstances we have decided 
to trial holding the Conference on a Saturday. 

The State Office is now accepting input from branches and subclubs on matters and issues 
they would like raised or dealt with at the Conference. 



4 www.ssaavic.com.au

Hunting & 
Cons

ervat
ion

Duck Season 2015
  Back in early December 2014 the Association put a submission 
to the (new) Game Management Authority (GMA) requesting a 
normal duck hunting season for 2015. Other organisations did 
likewise. Anti duck hunting groups were also represented at the 
meeting for the first time. 
  Data that was considered at the meeting included Richard 
Kingsford’s Eastern Australian Waterfowl count (of which the 
Association remains sceptical given the obvious difficulty of 
counting ducks from an aircraft) and weather predictions from 
the Bureau of Meteorology – which were for a hot, dry summer. 
The final decision has now been announced by the Victorian 
Agriculture Minister, Jaala Pulford.  There will be a full-length 
duck hunting season of 12 weeks commencing on Saturday 21 
March. The daily bag limit will be 10 ducks on opening day, with 
a five per day bag daily limit for the remainder of the season.   
The full press release can be read on the Victorian Premier’s 
website at http://www.premier.vic.gov.au. 
  I’d ask all hunters to be particularly on the look-out for 
Freckled Duck, again this year – they remain fully protected and 
were in significant numbers last season. Heavy penalties apply 
if you accidently shoot one! The golden rule is – if in doubt, 
don’t shoot.
  Both South Australia and Tasmania have declared seasons.  

Quail 
  After our duck submission, we also made a submission on 
the Stubble Quail season. Once again we requested a normal 
(full) season and suggested the addition of Brown Quail in 
the bag. The quail season and its prospects are mostly very 
difficult to estimate in advance and while conditions and crops 
in some (western) areas are very poor at present, good rains 
in January/February may result in a good quail season. At the 
time of writing we are getting the rains so here’s hoping - with 
any luck as good a season as we had in 2011! The quail season 
will proceed as normal, opening on the first Saturday in April (4 
Apr 2015) and closing on the last day in June (30 June 2015).  

Deer 
  Not much to say here except that there are plenty of deer 
around. I’m not saying that this is the case with Hog deer but it 
certainly is for Sambar and Fallow. As always, your success will 
be proportional to time spent hunting so get out there and get 
some quality venison.
Full details of all game seasons appear on the Department of 
Environment and Primary Industry website and in the Victorian 
Hunting Gide 2015. 

 
Fox and Dog Bounty
  At last update the fox bounty will continue for the time being 
with some 250,000+ foxes taken. At the time of writing I am 
uncertain of the Dog Bounty or its future. 

Respect Campaign
  The Association fully supports the GMA Respect campaign and 
asks all its hunters to have respect for their quarry, respect for 
all laws and regulations and respect for all other wildlife. Those 
who would thumb their noses at some or all of these principles 
should remember that their actions may give strength to our 
critics and will adversely influence the future of hunting for 
others, your children or grandchildren. You should firmly insist 
that your companions also follow the respect principles. 

New Government for Victoria
  We have a new government in Victoria and it may well mean 
a different environment for firearm owners and hunters. The 
departure of the present Police Commissioner may also result in 
changes. However, I must begin here by congratulating the new 
Labor government on its election and wish them well in office. 
We look forward to working with them.
  I do have concerns that we may have some problems ahead 
on one front.  In a response to questions at a public debate 
prior to the election, Labor representatives made it clear that 
they would attempt to establish the Murray River Park. Now I’ve 
been on about this for years and at the risk of overdoing it, the 
establishment of the Park would mean ‘no hunting’ in several 
large areas. I’m sure that many members of the SSAA (Vic) do 
not want to see us and our allies have to walk that path again. 
 
Shotgun Education Program (SEP)
  It is intended to conduct a further two experimental pilot 
programs before the duck season opening in March. One 
program will be conducted by SSAA (Vic) at Eagle Park and 
another by Field & Game Australia. Persons interested in doing 
the course should phone or email Box Hill office as soon as 
possible. 

Conservation Pest Management (CPM) 
Accreditation Course
  The course remains in suspension pending the completion of a 
review and the preparation of a new course. 
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Want to be on our 
Mailing List?

Simply email 
wilda@ssaavic.com.au to join our 

mailing list and stay up to date with 
the latest from SSAA (Vic).

Or find us on Facebook

CPM Activities
  I think it is fair to say that the CPM activities with Parks 
Victoria have really come into their own over the last few years 
and particularly so in the last eighteen months.
  We have found the road to success is nothing new to hunters 
really. It’s basically a question of man hours in the field or 
in our case, ‘on the project’. Our efforts at Werribee, Point 
Cook, Plenty Gorge, Sherbrook Forest, private vineyards and 
the Warramate Hills are successful because of the focus and 
intensity that we have applied to each of these projects. Of 
course, a large chunk of credit must go to the competence of 
our volunteer CPM hunters, of whom I cannot speak highly 
enough, and to the fact that we have employed a staff member 
(Rhys) specifically to undertake the Parks liaison work. The skills 
and dedication of both Rhys Coote and David Croft have been 
invaluable. 

The outcomes speak for themselves;
•   Over 1,700 rabbits taken at Point Cook where a major 
decline in pests is obvious.
•   Over 1,000 rabbits taken at Werribee Mansion – very obvious 
and almost total removal of pests with a large reduction in the 
impact on vegetation.
•   Over 230 foxes taken at Plenty Gorge – hardly any foxes 
sighted now.
•   45 Sambar deer (daylight stalking only) taken at Sherbrook 
and Warramate Hills – noticeable improvement in native 
vegetation at Sherbrook.
•   Over 4,500 goats taken from Murray Sunset National Park – 
noticeably improved native vegetation.
  I must hasten to add that the increasing acceptance and 
effective facilitation of projects by Parks Victoria staff has also 
been  vital in all the Parks pest control projects. Our successes 
really do put paid to the criticism by some who claim that 
hunting/shooting is not an effective pest control method. Clearly 
it is a very targeted and precise method but as I said, it must 
be an intense, sustained and properly managed effort. We have 
other examples on private properties that illustrate the success 
just as well. A casual pest shoot through an area every blue 
moon will achieve very little. 

The End of the Line
  To borrow a title from the theme of the radio show I shared 
with the late Bill Davey on the Outdoor Life programme, the 
‘end of the line’ is where I am (workwise). It’s been almost 
exactly 10 years! Yes, I’ve decided it’s time to retire. Two factors 
have led to this decision - I’m a bit long in the tooth and Federal 
Government changes to Super. So as of the end of December 
2014 I’m no longer working!
  Now it’s not like I will not be hunting or using firearms 
anymore – quite the contrary as I’ll have more time! That being 
said, I have a little farm which I have neglected for 10 years 
and it’s now time to catch up. Then there is the Shooting Sports 
Council, in which I have an important role. So I’ll still be around.

 

  I’d like to thank all the members of the SSAA (Vic & National) 
for their help, support and contributions over the last 10 
years and of course, my work colleagues in the State Office, 
particularly Dave and Rhys.  
  I’d also like to thank current and past State Executives and 
CEOs for the opportunity to contribute to the sport of hunting.  
I’ve really enjoyed the journey. 
   As a departing thought I encourage all hunters to support 
hunting firmly and strongly. It is a moral and honourable activity 
which harvests a sustainable wild product. No meat eating 
person can possibly have a sound objection to it.  I wish all my 
‘Brothers in Arms’ and the SSAA (Vic) and all who sail in her the 
very best of futures. 
 
And good hunting.
Colin Wood

 
 
Looking for a customer? Need to get your name 
or product out there? Remember, the SSAA (Vic) 
has 33,000 members. Why not place an ad in Vic 
Shooter and support the organisation that helps 
keep you shooting?
Firearm advertisements require the licence number 
of the vendor and the serial number of the firearm.
Private classified ads from members are published 
free of charge. 
For business advertising contact the State 
Office on (03) 8892 2777

GOT SOMETHING  
TO SELL?
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Predators
Self-proclaimed experts and their 
often dodgy advice are still with 
us, says Ross Williams.

Possible reaction to following a 
predator’s poor advice. 
(Original sculpted by Gianlorenzo 
Bernini, 1598-1680)

  They are predators who prey upon 
the newcomers in our midst. Let 
them catch the slightest whiff of 
inexperience, and they will pounce. 
Sadly, they are not an endangered 
species.
  Old hands will recognise the 
type — the “instant experts” who 
give unsolicited advice. They infest 
clubhouses, ranges and gunshops, 
where they butt into conversations or 
materialise at our elbow. 
 Some even invade the shooting 
press. 
  For our newcomers, the first 
problem is how to tell whether the 
advice is likely to be good or not, 
i.e. whether the advice-giver actually 
knows what he’s talking about. There 
doesn’t seem to be a simple way to 
check an advisor’s credentials, but 
some suggestions may help.
For starters, talk to other shooters in 
gun shops, at club shoots, at hunter 
education courses or anywhere else. 
Try to build up a list of individuals 
who are widely regarded as 
knowledgeable.
  Because the people we should 
ignore seem to make the same kinds 
of mistake, they can give themselves 
away by making those mistakes. 
Here are some of the more common 
errors:
They over-simplify. The giveaway 
is consistently dogmatic language. 
Qualifying words like “usually”, 
“sometimes”, “possibly”, “in many 
instances”, “provided that” and “may 
be” are rarely used. Reasons may 
not be given, either. If we then ask 
“Why?” instant experts may either 
struggle with an answer or have no 
answer.
  They often have trouble with basic 
terms, too. For example, they may 
refer to “aiming” a shotgun, whereas 

the correct term is “pointing”. The two 
terms exist because the actions they 
describe are fundamentally different – 
as different as putting and driving in 
golf, or fly casting and jigging in fishing.
Or they may say “bullets” when they 
should say “cartridges” — apparently 
unaware that the bullet is only one part 
of a cartridge. 
  “Nock’s form” is a giveaway, if the 
user treats it as another name for 
“reinforce”. The true reinforce is the 
thickest part of the barrel, directly 
in front of the action. A Nock’s form, 
however, is a flat machined in the 
reinforce. Named after a 19th Century 
gunsmith, it serves as a seat for an 
old-style barrel wrench and as a sight-
fitting aid, but is rarely seen nowadays. 
If the user spells it as “Knox form,” he 
gets another black mark.
  Now for the crunch. Misused terms 
indicate a lack of real understanding. 
Imagine how you would react if a 
supposed motor mechanic referred 
to exhaust valves as “pistons”. Would 
you trust his or her expertise? The 
predators who get into print are 
arguably the worst case scenario. They 
reach a larger audience, and are not as 
“in your face” as the ones who butt in.        
Even nowadays, words look a bit better 

and sound more authoritative in black 
and white. So, for all these reasons, 
they are more likely to influence our 
newcomers.
  Take this extract from a major 
Victorian rural newspaper, penned 
by the paper’s shooting writer in July 
2011:
“I once had a close call near Oxley, 
NSW, chasing pigs through a labyrinth 
of lignum tunnels. A big boar suddenly 
rushed in from a side passage. It hadn’t 
seen me. I let fly as it rushed ahead. At 
that range the nine weighty pellets in 
the SG cartridge should have done the 
job. But when the dust erupted across 
its rear end, it turned and charged. A 
trap load (of no. 6 shot) had somehow 
gotten into my vest.” 
  This description makes it clear that he 
chose to shoot the boar in the bum. In 
effect, he shot to wound the pig, not 
to kill it, for SGs could not have reliably 
killed the pig from that angle — a fact 
he should have known. The cartridge 
mix-up can’t be excused, either.
  When he wrote, Victoria already had 
a legally binding Code of Practice for 
the Welfare of Animals in Hunting, first 
gazetted in March 2005 and established 
under Section 7 of our Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Act.  His shot 
breached the Code’s clauses 3.3 and 
3.5. 
  Under Victorian law, he would have 
been guilty of both cruelty and legally 
defined unethical hunting.
His readers were mostly Victorians. 
For this reason alone, he was morally, 
legally and ethically obliged to point out 
why he should not have taken the shot, 
and the firing of the shot in NSW is 
irrelevant. Yet he didn’t point it out.
In summary, he provided a bad model 
for young and inexperienced hunters 
to copy, and undoubtedly damaged the 
reputation of all field shooters along 
the way.

© Copyright R. Williams, 

    January 2015. 
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© Copyright R. Williams, 

    January 2015. 

  The Working Gundog Association of Australia (Vic) 
Demonstration Team recently travelled over to Perth for the 
inaugural SSAA Shot Expo in the west. It was a first for us as 
the dogs had to be flown over, but they all took it in their stride. 
Previously the dogs have performed successfully at the Melbourne 
and Sydney Shot Expos.
  This time the team consisted of Kevin & Aussie, Shane & Angus, 
Angie & Farli, Steve & Meg and Barry & Kio.
The gundog demonstration endeavours to showcase all facets of 
field hunting – both in locating game and the retrieval of fallen 
and wounded game. 

  SSAA WA, Exhibitions Group, SSAA National and SSAA Victoria 
were all very generous with their help and financial support. Even 
the dogs had excellent accommodation in a very large dog trailer 
and travelled in style.
  The pressure was on to put on a great show and deliver we did 
– the team members and their dogs were awesome, four shows 
in two days under the very hot West Australian sun. As well as 
large crowds we even had the WA Police Minister at one of our 
performances as well as Ron and Michelle Bryant from SSAA WA 
and National, Geoff Jones, National President and Kaye McIntyre, 
National Secretary.

WGAA in the West 
SSAA Shot Expo Perth – 6 & 7 December 2014

  The Perth Shot Expo was judged to be a huge success with 
heaps of exhibitors and overwhelming support from shooters 
in the west. The place was packed with close to 10,000 people 
passing through the door and was a testament to all those who 
had planned this event over many months.
 
  Congratulations to everyone, even the muzzleloaders who 
really put the frighteners up the dogs and us as well.
See you at the Melbourne Shot Expo and if you are a gundog 
owner drop in and say hello to all the WGAA handlers.
The Queensland Working Gundog discipline (United Field 
& Retrieving Branch) will be doing a gundog retrieving 
demonstration at the inaugural Shot Expo in Brisbane next 
August.
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State Junior Rimfire Rifle Competition 
  On the second Sunday of November the Springvale 
Range hosted the 2014 SSAA Victoria State Junior 
Rimfire Field Rifle Competition. The Competition is run in 
two classes, Field Rifle for experienced participants and 
Prone for juniors that have recently joined the sport. In 
each class there are two age groups (12 to under 15, 15 
to under 18) and there is also an opportunity for 18  to 
under 24 year olds who regularly participate in the Youth 
Training Scheme to compete in Field Rifle. 

Springvale Youth Training Scheme 
Organiser Tom Cerny with the winner of the 
Tasco Particpation prize, Amy McMahon

SSAA Springvale Range Manager Shaun Doyle 
with 1st in the 12 - under 15 age group, 
William Mavor

SSAA Springvale Range Manager Shaun Doyle 
with 1st in the 15 - under 18 age group and 
overall Champion, Kane Gauci

SSAA Springvale Range Manager Shaun 
Doyle with 1st in the 18 - under 24 age 
group, Emily Taylor 

  The overall Champion for 2014 was Kane Gauci, not 
only winning the competition but also succeeding in 
attaining a score of 100.2 in the sitting post.   
The Springvale Youth Training Scheme would like 
to sincerely thank SSAA Victoria, the main sponsors 
of the event for their support throughout the year 
and for contributing the prizes for this competition. 
Special thanks also to Tasco Australia who supplied 
the participation prize, an impressive Simmons 20 - 
60 x 60 spotting scope. 

Greg Woolnough
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Gary Jones Memorial Shoot
  The fourth Sunday in October is always an exciting time for 
SSAA Bendigo, when we hold the annual Gary Jones Memorial 
Shoot at our Marong Range. This year was no different, 
although the format was slightly changed, with 40 targets 
instead of the usual 20!
  8.30am saw members on site preparing for the event with 
nominations closing at 10.00am. The rifles were all weighed to 
comply with the 4kg limit, benches allocated and targets set 
out. This year saw the usual amount of “Annies”, followed by 
CZ’s being the order of the day as far as rifles of choice were 
concerned.  
  10.30am and the Gary Jones is under way with the Range   
Officer giving the “Commence Fire” order. A few tentative shots 
and then as we gain a little more confidence with the first few 
targets being 10’s, we start to get into a rhythm. We have a 
full hour for the event so no rush! The day is almost perfect, a 
nice light on the targets and very little breeze which can, and 
does, play havoc on our range at times. A few choice words 
from the bench beside us make us realize that all is not going 
well for some competitors so we need to concentrate even 
harder. By 11.15 it is almost over with only a few diehards still 
on the line. 

Vic Alexander presenting Athena with 1st 
prize in the Ladies’  section.

  We hear hard luck stories all round, and word filters 
through that one of the favorites had dropped his last shot 
into the nine ring. A few sympathetic smiles can be seen 
at this news. Finally the last shot is fired and the targets 
gathered for scoring. When the scoring is finished, we find 
Vic has won again, his third Gary Jones win. A great score 
of 399.25 followed by Greg with a 399.19 from Geoff on a 
countback. Fourth is Tony with a 398.19 followed closely by 
Graeme with a 398.17. The top four rifles are all “Annies”, 
with a lone Sako on fifth. There are of course Ladies prizes 
with one of our new shooters, Athena, finishing in first 
position. The junior winner for this year is Cooper. 
  After the prizes are distributed and lunch taken it’s on 
to the afternoon event, The Winchester Field Rifle rimfire 
Competition. This was again a closely contested match with 
some excellent scores from competitors.
2014 has been a great year for SSAA Bendigo with 
upgrades to our range and the recognition of a new Life 
Member. Vic, our President had this honour awarded to 
him for his untiring efforts over many years. Along with a 
Life Membership badge struck for the occasion, Vic was 
given life membership to SSAA. Grant, our only other Life 
Member, was also presented with our new badge. 
You can follow all the winners of the competitions and Club 
news at our website, www.ssaabendigo.com 

Vic Alexander presenting 1st prize in the 
Juniors to Cooper .

Bendigo Branch President Vic Alexander 
receiving his trophy for Overall winner from 
Greg who was runner up.

Winners and grinners from the Winchester 
field rifle event.
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“The way we were”  
Gun and hunting facts from the Fifties in Victoria

Readers may be interested in some early (1950’s – 1970’s) 
facts about hunting and guns in Australia. Although these 
have a natural bias towards my home State, Victoria, there 
are many similarities and mentions of specific matters in 
other States.
Younger gun owners will note that firearms regulations and 
stupidity didn’t start in 1996, and on the other hand, shags 
(with feathers) were not always revered by conservation 
departments with their current Greenie - biased outlook.
1. Shooters Licence. (Currently called “Long Arm 
Licence” in Victoria.) When the “Shooters Licence” came 
into being in Victoria in 1972 it was claimed that it was for 
‘safety and security’ regarding gun ownership and use.
 I am open minded (or naïve!) enough to believe that 
they may have really meant that because the then 
Liberal government introduced it with the generous and 
appropriate 75% concession to pensioners. In the mid to 
late 1980’s the “workers friends” (aka ALP) led by Premier 
little Johnny Cain completely removed, not merely reduced, 
the pensioner’s discount on this licence.
In view of the current media pretence of encouraging ‘over 
eighties’ to be active in various appropriate sports.
Shooting/hunting being a sport for life, I recently wrote a 
missive to the Herald Sun on the subject but unfortunately 
they declined to publish it.

2. ‘Cormorant Culls’. It will also be of interest to the 
modern regulation-overloaded shooter that ‘shags’ (aka 
cormorants) were regularly culled with shotguns in many 
wetlands, including Melbourne’s Botanical Gardens.
The “Victorian Fisheries and Wildlife Department” as it was 
then known appealed to gun club members to assist in early 
morning shoots at the gardens in which hundreds of these 
then-pest birds were destroyed.
Many other locations were also culled, and shown here is a 
newspaper cutting from that era concerning the Harcourt 
Reservoir. 
(Editor’s note: I can remember participating in similar culls on 
Lake Wendouree in Ballarat.)
3. Restriction of solid slug shotgun ammunition. Once 
upon  a time, as all fairy tales should begin – even true ones 
- it came to pass in about the early 1970’s that police had 
‘discovered’ a piece of steel apparently dented by what the 
“experts” said was damage by solid slugs from a shotgun.
Immediately, in typical knee-jerk reaction, “Regulations” were 
instantly formed to force those wanting to use or possess this 
ammunition to apply to the Police Commissioner for a letter of 
authority to do so.
Reasons acceptable included hunting deer, pigs, or other large 
animals. Then later they were forbidden for deer hunting, and 
the latter nonsense has only just been trashed in 2013.
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I applied for and received this authority.
No sooner had this quietened down than a ballistics expert 
(possibly Horrie James of Donald MacIntosh gunshop fame) 
convinced the “experts” that the damaged plate syndrome was 
caused by a high power rifle projectile.
Of course everyone with an IQ greater than their shoe size had 
known this all along.
This didn’t change the requirement of the ‘letter of authority’ 
but did result in a rapid ‘outlawing’ (by Regulation again!) of 
”fully jacketed rifle ammunition” which also continued for a few 
decades!
(Politicians as well as footballers suffer from knee problems, 
but only one is caused by the proverbial ‘reaction’!)
Finally this Alice in Wonderland requirement also disappeared – 
although it took many years for sanity to prevail.
Shown is a copy of that letter from a police officer who 
probably would have preferred to be doing real work. 

4. Centrefire Rifle Registration. In 1955 our Victorian 
(in more ways than one!) public servants decided that all 
centrefire rifles should be registered.
And so it came to pass, and I duly applied for registration for 
my only centrefire at the time – a sporterised .303 Lee Enfield 
– and was required to surrender it to the local police station 
while the Senior applied the new procedure.
As I was only nineteen then and hadn’t developed my now 
widely admired sunny disposition and well known tolerance of 
official stupidity, I announced that I would keep the bolt while 
the Senior kept the rifle because I didn’t trust the police.
In spite of this brash approach the Registration Certificate 
duly arrived and my rifle was returned – now ‘registered’ and 
therefore regarded as unable to be misused!
Surprisingly common sense prevailed quite quickly and the cost 
of Registration was declared prohibitive and the benefits non-
existent. (This had become so obvious that even politicians 
could see it!). Verily sanity prevailed for almost three decades 
until Premier Little Johnny Cain demanded in 1988 that all 
firearms be registered. 

This made Johnny comparable on two points with Carl Marx – 
they were both Socialists and both knew that the only purpose 
served by gun registration was eventual confiscation. (Marx at 
least was honest enough to admit that.) Cain at the same time 
outlawed all centrefire semi-automatic rifles.
This shows centrefires haven’t had an easy life in our great 
land, and politicians called “Johnny” don’t like guns or 
legitimate gun owners!
In recent years several nations including Canada have recently 
abandoned gun registration but retained shooter licensing, 
thereby saving millions and losing nothing.
Once again because these facts may seem incredible, I have 
provided a copy of the 1955 licence.
May God save us all from bureaucratic stupidity – but she may 
not!
NSW at that time, and for many years before, was not 
immune from similar stupidity, as it had been the Law there 
for many years to prohibit the use of any “military” calibre 
firearms. 
This was said to have been instigated by a fear of authorities 
that if a rebellion against them should occur, it may make use 
of quantities of ex-military firearms.
This fear and a similar law remains in some countries today, 
which fear armed rebellion, usually without cause. (One 
near-by example is New Caledonia, where visiting Rusa deer 
hunters are welcomed into the economy but they may not 
bring in even temporarily firearms of a calibre which has seen 
military use.)
Eventually logic prevailed in NSW - at least in this matter - 
and to every politician’s relief there has not been an armed 
uprising since the Draconian law was repealed some years 
ago. 
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One would wonder why any honest government would fear such 
possibilities – perhaps only from collective guilty conscience. 
But words like ‘honest’ and ‘conscience’ don’t sit well in the 
same sentence as ‘government’.  The oft quoted American 
“Second Amendment” was based on the presumption of honest 
Government having nothing to fear from an armed population. 
And we should remember that in the American “1776 uprising” 
only the English army had ‘military weapons’ but the colonists did 
quite well with their non-military weapons – they won!
5. Junior Permit Age Restriction. There is a common 
misconception, particularly among Victorian police officers, that 
this was always so, I reproduce here my then 6 years old son’s 
Junior Permit issued for all the three categories of that era issued  
in 1988.
‘Category C’ was for centrefire rifles, and although my six year old 
didn’t expect to shoot one at that age, I merely pointed out that 
there was nothing in the regulation to prevent it, and it would 
save discussion in years hence when he did, and there it was! 
It has been denied as “not possible” so many times since that it 
may create a favourable wager for readers with their very own 
‘Mr Plod’.
I should emphasise that I don’t live in the past, but it’s an 
interesting place to visit!
6. Sound Moderators. These are now  in common use in 
most civilised countries of the world where citizens are generally 
allowed, and sometimes even encouraged, to hunt.
However they were banned in most Australian States from time 
immemorial.

One exception was SA. Where the GSA company manufactured 
them.
Perhaps had they not been called ‘silencers’ this sorry history may 
not have occurred.
‘Silencers’ they are not! Being originally used only on .22 rimfires 
they could not even ‘moderate’ HV ammunition, being effective in 
‘moderating’, but not silencing sub-sonic ammunition.
Nowadays overseas I note that they are in common use on even 
centrefire calibres, all of which are notoriously well over the speed 
of sound.
Perhaps this is because with the ubiquitous telescopic sight, 
they can now be of greater diameter without obscuring the sight 
picture.
It still remains a fact that at velocities over the speed of sound, 
much of the noise comes from the projectile breaking the sound 
barrier with the typical ‘whiplash’ sound which of course cannot 
be ‘moderated’  - best not use the “S” word, as I may frighten the 
horses!

“The way we were”  
Gun and hunting facts from the Fifties in Victoria cont’d

An amusing rumour, just about outrageous enough to be true, 
concerns a Winchester .22 rimfire round called the “22  Long Z”.
This was developed in Australia by Winchester, possibly because of 
our anti-‘silencer’ laws, to provide a low-noise round even quieter 
than the modest sub-sonic long rifle ammunition.
The first part of the rumour is that it was so successful that Victorian 
Police requested the Company to increase the sound level! The 
second part is that they did so! I don’t know if this this rumour is 
based on fact, but it sure sounds typical.
With all the anti-gun groups, and Greens in particular, protesting 
about the ‘noise’ of firearms at every opportunity, one would think 
that any action to reduce the sound aspect of firearms would be 
encouraged. But logical thought and fairness are not common 
among the dreaded ‘antis’. 

Lionel Swift

Disclaimer: Please note that the views expressed 
in some articles and by some contributors are not 
necessarily those of the SSAA (Vic).



13www.ssaavic.com.au

Store Firearms  
  and Ammunition Safely
  A primary purpose of the Firearms Act 1996 
is to ensure public safety and to provide for the 
secure storage and carriage of firearms.  
You are required by law to have a safe and 
secure place to store firearms. All firearms and 
ammunition must be stored separately in an 
approved cabinet, out of view and out of reach of 
children. 

  Unsecured firearms can be a target for the 
opportunistic thief. Securing firearms will ensure 
they do not end up in the wrong hands.
Schedule 4 of the Firearms Act 1996 prescribes 
the minimum requirements for storage of 
Category A & B firearms (airguns, rimfire, 
shotgun, centrefire, muzzle loading and 
blackpowder longarms). These firearms must be 
stored in a hard wood or steel container not easy 
to penetrate. If the container weighs less than 
150kg when empty, it must be securely fixed to 
the floor or wall frame. When the firearm is in 
a container, the container must be locked with 
a lock of sturdy construction. If there are more 
than 15 firearms stored on the premises it must 
be fitted with an intruder alarm system.  
Ammunition must be stored seperately from 
firearms in a separate locked container unless the 
receptacle is purpose built to store ammunition 
separately from the firearms. When travelling 
interstate, all Victorian licence holders should 
check with that State’s Police Firearms Registry 
as to licensing and storage requirements. 

  When transporting firearms you are strongly 
advised to lock them away in a gun case or 
storage locker, out of sight with the ammunition 
secured separately. Every effort should be made 
to ensure firearms are not stolen and if possible 
never leave your firearms unattended in the 
vehicle. 

  It is an offence to drive a vehicle on a public 
road with a loaded firearm including having 
ammunition in the magazine. On a private road it 
is extremely unsafe to have a loaded firearm in a 
vehicle.

  Victorian firearms law is about both the control and safe 
use including safe storage of firearms. It is your responsibility 
to ensure that your firearms are transported and stored 
lawfully. Your effort will minimise the risk of unwanted 
incidents and theft of your firearms. 

Mike Spray, Operations Manager
Sporting Shooters Association Australia (Victoria)

firearms
Secure your 

 �Firearms and ammunition 
must be stored separately 
in an approved cabinet

 �Firearms must be secured 
against theft

 �Firearms must be secured 
out of reach of children

 �Ensure firearms are trans-
ported in a manner that is 
secure and not dangerous
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Marong Rifle Range 
(20 minutes west of Bendigo)

General Shooting:
1st and 3rd Sunday each month. 12.00 noon. 
$6 for members.
Undercover benches, target frames supplied. 
25, 50, 100, 200 mtrs.

SAFFE Program: 
(Safety And Family Firearms Education)
2nd Sunday each month. 10.00am till 
12.00noon. $6 (Ammunition cost)
Basic training for beginners, all ages. Club 
rifles supplied.

Competitions:
Rimfire, Centerfire, Handgun, Shotgun.
See the quarterly competition calendar 
at ssaabendigo.com.au, or contact Vic on 
0438353425 for a copy.

Contacts:
Branch President:   
Vic Alexander,    0438353425
Web-site: ssaabendigo.com
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: P.O. Box 1098    
Bendigo, Vic. 3552

Bendigo Branch Little River Sporting Clays

East Gippsland Branch
We are gradually bringing our Buchan 

Range up to a more user friendly venue with 
a number of improvements and will soon be 
installing a water tank for drinking and wash 
water collection.

Monthly shoots continue with .22 rifle 
shooting at Bairnsdale Pistol Club Range on 
the third Sunday of the month and at Buchan 
Firing Range on the fourth Sunday of the 
month. 

The Black Powder Group also hold monthly 
shoots at Buchan Range.  Contact Mike Eden 
phone 51497130  for details.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub club of 
SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, Little 
River. 

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 
targets using our amazing terrain to provide 
shooters with a great experience. All levels of 
shooters are welcome with many seasoned 
hands available to provide direction and 
advice. We encourage our shooters to join 
our club and become involved in setting up 
the grounds. Please give us a call or send an 
email. 

Our practice days are on the 2nd Sunday of 
each month running from 10am – 5pm. The 
cost is $10 for 30 targets and you can shoot 
as many rounds as you wish. We are also able 
to set up particular practice targets for you 
wherever possible. 

Our competition days are the 4th Sunday 
of each month with nominations opening 
at 9:30am and closing at 10:30am. The 

Eddie Magee 
presents Chris 
Brown with the 
Vince Panetta 
Memorial Shield 

competition usually consists of 75 targets at a 
nomination cost of $45, less for ladies, juniors 
and pensioners and sub juniors shoot for free. 
Our last competition day was August 24th with 
Simon Sammut winning overall with a great 
score of 71. We have prizes for each grade 
including vets, ladies, juniors and sub juniors. 

We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial 
FITASC old style shoot on August 10th, it 
was a lovely day with Chris Brown the overall 
winner. Lots of fun was had with raffle prizes 
and wonderful food provided by the Panetta 
family – a great way to remember Vince. 

Practice Days  - 14th September, 12th 
October, 9th November 

Competition days - 28th September, 26th 
October, 23rd November 

Contact Details 
Eddie Magee phone 0412279828 email 

e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au 
Vicky Winship email vickywinship@bigpond.

com

Monthly meetings 
First Tuesday of every month (February to 

December) 7:30pm    
 
Contacts 

Secretary 
Dave Weston -  mobile 0429 959 709  
Email:  Dave.Weston@defence.gov.au
President    
Clive Hammet - Phone 51 564 697   
Mob 0429 182 073  
Email:  eastgipps.ssaa@wideband.net.au

Springvale Pistol 
Club
The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was formed on 
17th June 2004 to provide:
• affiliation with the peak bodies in Victoria and 
Australia for National and International handgun 
competitions 
• instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 
• a home base at the SSAA Springvale Range 
Complex.
The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and shoot 
competitions at local, state and interstate events.
Shooting is a sport that does not present a 
barrier to anyone who wishes to get involved 
- neither age, physical ability nor gender are 
barriers to enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. 
It does require a high degree of self-discipline, 
attention to detail and willingness to learn if you 
are to progress to high levels of performance, 
but it is also a great pastime for those who have 
less time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has many 
facilities for the use of members. Those who 
wish to learn the disciplines of target shooting 
and how to shoot them well are welcome to 
join our growing membership. SPC shoots on 
Wednesday nights.
Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org  Web: www.
springvalepc.org

ssaabendigo.com.au 
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Wodonga Branch

SSAA Arms & 
Militaria Collectors 
Club (Melbourne)

Dedicated to the safe competitive use of military 
firearms. Friendly and welcoming atmosphere. 
Competitions are held at the SSAA Little River 
Range on the first and second Sundays of the 
month. The first Sunday (9.00am start) of 
the month events include the main event, a 3 
Position competition over 100m, 200m, 300m 
plus the Specialty Event which includes rapid 
fire and is different each month. A long range 
event at 500m is held three times a year. The 
second Sunday (11.00am start) main event is 
the 3P Trainer Competition on a mini 3P target 
over  50m,75,100m using military trainer rifles  
(22 and 310 calibers) The  MRC State Titles are 
held in April at the Dookie Agricultural College. 
Club Rifles are available.
Other special away events are held in 
partnership with several VRA clubs and other 
Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s General Meeting 
for all members is held at the SSAA Springvale 
Range on the fourth Thursday of the month at 
8.00pm. New members, juniors and visitors are 
always welcome. Come along and support your 
club. Annual membership is $35.00 for adults 
and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to 17yrs inclusive)
Visit the website for further information – www.
vicmrc.com
Email – milrifle@yahoo.com.au
Phone inquiries to Ian Garth 0408 568 083

Victorian Military 
Rifle Club

The ARMC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type firearms 
and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group of very keen members 
who have an extensive knowledge of most 
firearms, books and cartridges. If you feel 
that you have the same hobbies then you 
must belong to a nominated collectors’ club 
to obtain a collector’s licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.
For further details contact the State Office 
9am to 5pm on 03 8892 2777 or Robert 
Lemm, email amccvic@optusnet.com.au

2014 SSAA Steel Challenge National 
Championships
Held over the weekend of November 21 -23rd 
Nov 2014, Seventy two competitors enjoyed 
three days of beautiful Wodonga weather for 
the 2014 SSAA Steel Challenge Nationals, held 
at the Wodonga Handgun Club.
Brodie McIntosh of Vic with a score of 262.89 
came first outright as the 2014 Steel Master 
Champion (shooting 3 guns over 2 days), 
with a powerful display of concentration, 
speed and accuracy. He was followed closely 
by Damien Curtis from S.A. with a score of 
287.12 and third place winner Chad Hubbard 
from W.A. with a score of 331.08.
Damien Curtis  of S.A. is this year's 2014 Steel 
Challenge National Champion with a score of 
90.52. Brodie McIntosh coming in at a close 
second with a score of 92.16. 
For the full results of the Event see - http://
ssaavic.com.au/index.php/clubs-branches/
branches/wodonga 
 
Wodonga Range Fees as at 1st July
Day Range Pass:
SSAA Members Adult    $10.00  
  Pensioner   $5.00
  Junior         Free
Non Members  Adult          $20.00
  Pensioner    $15.00
  Junior         Free 

Range Passes    
(Available to SSAA members only):
Annual range passes  $65.00   1 Jul to 30 Jun
Annual range passes (pensioner)   $35.00
Six month range passes  $35.00 (1 Jan to 30 
Jun)
Other Fees:
Targets (members/non members/juniors) 
$1.00  each
Competition Fee $5.00 

Range Officers
Competition and general shooting on the 
range is made possible by volunteer SSAA 
Range Officers who supervise the range 
ensuring coordination of activity and safety. 
If you would like to contribute to your club by 
helping out as a range officer please phone 
Max Grimshaw (02) 6026 7042. 

Wodonga Range Matters   
Upon arriving at the range, leave your 
firearms securely locked in your vehicle 
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who will 
be wearing a high visibility vest. The RO will 
guide you to sign the range attendance sheet 
and take your range fees. The RO will instruct 
you on when you may bring firearms from a 
vehicle to the firing line and when you may 
take firearms from the firing line back to a 
vehicle. 
The use of correct eye and hearing protection 
is compulsory for all people on the firing line. 
Sunglasses are not acceptable. 

Standing Calendar – 25 - 300metre 
Range
First Sunday      -- No shooting on 25, 50, 
100, 200 or 300 metre ranges
Second Sunday  -- 11.00 am Hunter Class 
Rimfire Benchrest .22 lr
           -- 12.00 pm .22 lr Rimfire 
Metallic Silhouette
           -- 1.00 pm .22 Rim-Fire 
100mtr Fly Shoot
Third Saturday   -- 10.00am -12.00noon 
Training programs & general sighting
           -- 1.30 pm Handgun Club 
Metallic Silhouette
Third Sunday     -- 10.45am Lever Action 25 
rounds any L/A rifle, incl scopes
           -- 11.30am Military rifle
                        -- 12.30 pm Black powder 
Long arms
Fourth Saturday  -- 10.15am to 12.00noon 
Handgun Club Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday    -- 10.45am 300 metre Fly 
Shoot for any firearm
            -- 12.15 pm Martini Shoot 
for any Martini actioned rifle
Fifth Sunday       -- 11.00 am Novelty Event
            -- 11.00 noon Flintlock
Wednesday 10.00am to 12.00noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and general 
shooting practice is welcomed on all 
scheduled competition days. 

Wodonga Handgun Club Calender
The range Calender can be view on the 
SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club web site at 
http://www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au/  

Our Contact Details
Contact us: President – Robert Marks 6024 
1695, Secretary – 0411 260 568 or
Email: secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au  PO 
Box 501 Wodonga VIC 3689

Working Gundogs
 

Gundog Training
The club has an extensive range of training 

equipment which includes several electronic 
throwers, a ‘backing’ dog, retrieving dummies, 
stake-out chains and release traps. 

Training recommences again in February 
2015. Our monthly training days are held 
on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  We are 
presently looking for another training venue 
as urbanisation has finally overtaken us at the 
Melton venue. 

Members will be informed by email when we 
have found a new training venue.

New members are always welcome. Contact 
the Training Officer, Kevin Phelps 0407 091 
221.  
Annual General Meeting

The AGM was held last November. It was 
extremely pleasing to see so many members in 
attendance.

The 2015 committee is:
President – Barry Oliver, Vice President 

– Kevin Phelps, Secretary – Kathy Oliver, 
Treasurer – Angie Bloomer, Committee – Luke 
Warner, Lyn Foster, Tim Campbell, Andrew 
Yeomans.
WGAA blog

View reports and slideshows of WGAA events 
on WGAA’s blog at http://wgaa.blogspot.com 
or just google - wgaa blog 
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Deer Stalkers Club

Little River Raiders
Little River Raiders is a single action shooting club based at the SSAA 
Eagle Park Range, Little River.  Single action shooting is a living history 
sport which uses the firearms of the American ‘Old West’.  Participants 
are required to adopt a persona typical of the era, and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of humour comes in handy for 
those who want to join in.  
Club competitions are held on the 3rd Sunday of every month.  We 
shoot coach guns (side by side shotguns), pistols, lever and pump 
action rifles.  Black powder – cartridge and percussion pistol – is also 
a recognised category of Single Action, and our black powder shooters 
add to the atmosphere with lots of smoke and noise to entertain all.  
Shooter categories are established so as to cater for all age groups, 
both sexes, and different skill mixes.
We also have long range rifle competitions where speed is not as 
important as accuracy.  These events use single shot, lever and pump 
action rifles ranging from .22 to big bore buffalo rifles.  
All matches are run under the rules of the Single Action Shooting 
Society.  
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are based on the ‘Old West’ – either 
incidents out of history, or our translation of classic Western movies or 
the old TV series.  Visitors are welcome to come along to any of our 
competitions and if they like they may try their hand at single action 
shooting under instruction.  The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have (safe) fun with people dressed in cowboy gear, 
using period firearms or faithful replicas.  
For further information please look us up on the web www.
littleriverraiders.com.au or contact the Secretary Tiresome (aka Tony 
Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email littleriverraiders@yahoo.com.au

One of the key events in the Victorian hunting landscape – the Deer 
Stalkers Club’s annual Dinner, took place at the Springvale club 
rooms in November. Titled Celebration of the Hunt, the event 
made the point that hunting is indeed an occasion where Australians 
with a love of the outdoors can come together and celebrate hunting 
and all its many aspects. 
Over 200 hundred people including the Field and Game National 
President, the Australian Deer Association’s Victorian President, 
the NSW Deerstalker’s President, the Gippsland Deer Stalkers 
Association’s President and the Working Gundog’s President.  This is 
the fifth year this event has been held and it has certainly made its 
mark on the SSAA Vic calendar.
Underscoring the theme of celebration all guests and attendees 
were treated to a 6 course meal, 5 of which were venison based. On 
display were twenty different trophy species. To cap things off, over 
$3000 in prizes, including a Swarovski Z3 scope, were raffled. 
December Meeting
The December meeting of the Deerstalkers club saw 80 people 
attend to watch the draw of the Blond Bay Hog Deer Ballot. The 
draw was conducted by the Blond Bay Hog Deer Management 
Committee with Life DSC member, Russell Brown drawing 36 names 
from the 978 entries. It is great to see the interest in hunters 
supporting the Ballot and one on the best opportunities to hunt 
Hog Deer in Australia. The Ballot draw was followed by the DSC 
famous Auction Night where over 200 lots of hunting and shooting 
equipment were put up for sale. This event offers our members and 
guests a great opportunity to turn unwanted items into cash or buy 
a bargain.

An impressive display.

DSC Life Member Bill Woolmore chatting with SSAA Vic 
Vice President Greg Moon.

Sporting Shooters Women’s 
Group

For women who love to combine shooting and socialising! 

We meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month at SSAA(Vic) Springvale 
Range at 7:00pm sharp.
Multi Disciplines - Practise and Competition - 3P / Field Rifle / Practical Rifle / 
Sports Rifle / Stuff We Make Up As We Go.
Shooter of the Month Awards / Shooter of the Year Award.
Annual Membership Fee $20 / Annual Target Levy $50. 
Club Coach: Bill O’Connor Mob 0408 323 060
Need more information? 
Club Secretary: Jenny: dejen@jeheda.com 

February Meeting
The ‘Snake Man’ arrives at the Deerstalkers Meeting on the 18th. 
Come along and learn about the snakes that you may come across 
while hunting, their habitat, behaviour and first aid if bitten. This 
is an interactive night where families and kids are encouraged 
to attend, come along and hold or pat a snake. Family and kids 
show 5.30-6.30 pm, DSC meeting and snake display starts at 8pm. 
Don’t forget that the bar and Café are open. This is a great way to 
introduce the family and friends to the Deerstalkers Club.
 Contact: President - Trevor Dennis - 0400 119 852
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Sporting Shooters Pistol Club 

 The SSPC is a friendly and social handgun shooting club with over 400 
members which runs primarily from the SSAA Springvale range. 
 Competitions and practices are held on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
nights from 6pm until 8pm, Saturdays from 10am and Sundays from 
12 noon. A variety of competitions are shot including ISSF style Sport 
Pistol, Centre Fire and Classic Pistol at 25 metres, 25 and 50 Metre 
Service Match, IPSC and Metallic Silhouette (at Eagle Park range). Our 
website contains a full calendar of competitions and range times.
 Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome and we run regular Introduction to 
Handguns courses which will teach you the basics of handgun safety 
and shooting fundamentals as well as provide an introduction to joining 
the club. The course consists of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60 
minutes on the range firing a variety of club handguns. The course costs 
$75 and includes range entry and ammunition. Bookings for the course 
are taken online at our website or at the front desk at Springvale range. 
Completing the introduction course is the first step in joining our club.
 Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee and thereafter a $100 
membership fee due at the end of April of each year. Range entry fees 
are separate and paid directly to the SSAA, however yearly range entry 
passes are available from our club. 
For more information please see our website at www.sspc.org.au
Contact details:
info@sspc.org.au
Sebastian (Club Secretary): 0417 034 325

Field Hunters Club

Pics of recent events

The Field Hunters Club was set up in the late 1980's by some 
enthusiastic SSAA members to foster camaraderie among their 
fellow hunters. The club provides members with the opportunity 
to get out and do what they joined for and that is to Hunt, as a 
bonus you meet fellow likeminded hunters and often form life long 
friendships. 
The Club is a relaxed friendly and casual club with members 
enjoying a drink at the bar or the use of the free Hunting DVD 
library. At most meetings, the club organises guest speakers from a 
wide range of organisations, governing bodies or training providers 
that will directly benefit club members. The club also runs monthly 
raffles with many great prizes on offer including a midyear raffle 
with the first prize value of around $1,200 for members.
Organised hunting trips include:  Duck opening weekend, Duck 
shooting as pest control on rice crops during November and 
December, details of weekly organised Fox Drives are circulated to 
members and this year the club started the Feral Animal Control 
Program which now has access to over 30,000 acres of prime 
hunting throughout Victoria and is constantly expanding. These 
hunts are a great way to introduce both new hunters and people 
who may not have hunted for some time back into the sport, and 
they provide a great platform to offer guidance and training to 
enhance member skills and safety in the field.
On top of this the club has a closed  Facebook  group site just for 
members which is a great way for members to chat and organise 
hunts amongst themselves, so as a member you could soon find 
that you have too much hunting available and not enough time to fit 
it all in.

In 2014 the club delivered the following events to members:
•    Two organised Pig hunts in NSW
•    How to on Gun Cleaning demonstration
•    Details of local weekend Fox Drives 
•    The Field Hunters Club Feral Animal Control Program
•    NSW Ducks on the Rice Program and Frank Marshall memorial    
competition
•    Aussie Disposals Discount night
•    Mid Year major raffle with a first prize of $1,200
•    Waterfowl Identification Test training. 
Training Days covering topics such as  
•    Choosing a firearm for hunting
•    Principles of marksmanship
•    Field shooting techniques 
•    Principles of bullet trajectory 
•    Factors effecting rifle accuracy
•    Zeroing a firearm
•    Bullet placement and kill zones on animals.
During the months of November and December, our members 
received the following opportunities:
•    Weekend hunts as part of the Feral Animal Control Program 
•    Waterfowl Identification Test training 
•    The annual Xmas Bash 

The club strives to meet our mission statement:
TO HELP FOSTER AND DEVELOP HUNTER ETHICS, HUNTER 
TRAINING AND OPPORTUNITY.
TO FOSTER THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF GAME.
TO IMPROVE HUNTING FOR THE FUTURE. 

The club meets on the first Wednesday of each month with the 
exception of January, at the Springvale Range at 7.30 pm. 
So what are you waiting for, expand your hunting horizon and 
come see for yourself!
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SSAA-Victorian Muzzle Loading 
Club

  Rekindle the Spirit of Black Powder Firearm Sporting Shooting with the 
VMLC.
  Relive the excitement of bygone days by shooting Black Powder firearms, 
a truly engrossing and satisfying sport. Everyone is welcomed to attend the 
VMLC monthly competitions at the SSAA (Vic) Eagle Park Shooting Complex 
near Little River on the third Saturday of every month. Even if you don't 
own any Muzzle Loading or Black Powder firearms, knowledgeable and 
generous VMLC members are always eager to give you a few shots!
Competitions are organised for all black powder original and reproduction 
firearms including cap & ball, cartridge and single shot handguns, muzzle 
loading long-arms including flint, percussion, patched ball, Minie-ball, 
slug projectile, smooth bore musket as well as cartridge rifle, and muzzle 
loading and cartridge shotgun.
  From January to October competitions are held, with prize-winners 
presented with cards as well as shields for the various Championships such 
as Breech Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Rifle, Traditional Muzzle 
Loading Rifle, Long Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock Muzzle Loading 
Rifle, Muzzle Loading Shotgun, and Handgun.
  For the month of November many members camp at Eagle Park for 
the two-day State Championships where lots of black powder and lead 
is expended during the day, and at night everyone relaxes at the free 
barbecue exchanging black powder stories and generally having a good 
time. December is set aside for some traditional fun type competitions, 
such as cannon and novelty events.
  VMLC Membership also includes an entertaining and informed newsletter, 
The Ramrod, which is sent to members every month. The Ramrod includes 
shooters’ scores, VMLC record scores, coming events and additional articles 
of interest to the black powder enthusiast.
  For additional information contact the VMLC President Jim Morraitis on 03 
9401 1955 during business hours, visit the VMLC Web Site at www.vmlc.
com.au or FaceBook at www.facebook.com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub 
or Twitter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest search for victorian muzzle loading 
club

RANGE INFO FOR EAGLE PARK

  Range open Friday to Monday at 9:00 Closes at 5:00. All persons 
entering the Range MUST SIGN IN at the office. 
A clay thrower is provided for patrons to use at a cost of $8.00 per 
token (27 clays). Bruno's Cafe open each day. 

RANGE RULES - RIFLE
  The RANGE OFFICER has absolute control over the range at all 
times.
His instructions MUST be followed promptly. Any person found 
breaching the rules below WILL BE ORDERED from the range and 
reported, with possible follow-up from the department responsible.
1.  On entering the range all persons must:-
a)  Report to the range office, pay range fees if required and have 
their details recorded. This includes visitors and non-shooters.
b)  Be advised which range to attend and on arriving at the firing 
line approach the RANGE OFFICER who is in charge.
c)  The Range Officer will then advise the shooter as to how and 
when you may bring your firearms on to the range. Until then all 
firearms must remain in your vehicle.

Eagle Park Management

2.  All firearms not in use must be unloaded with actions open, 
chambers flagged, magazines empty and removed if possible.
3.  Shooters may fire only from the defined firing line in a down 
range direction at approximately 90 degrees to the firing line.
4.  All firearms in use must be kept pointing down range in the 
direction of targets at all times.
5.  Shooting is to be at your own approved targets only. No cans, 
bottles, rocks, other shooters targets, range fitting or wildlife may be 
fired at.
6.  Once shooting has commenced for the day people will only be 
permitted forward of the firing line after the RANGE OFFICER has:-
a)  called “CEASE FIRE,- OPEN ALL ACTIONS,- REMOVE ALL 
MAGAZINES,- FLAG ALL CHAMBERS,- STAND BACK BEHIND THE 
FIRING LINE”. 
b)  inspected all firearms to verify the compliance with the rules.
c)  called “THERE WILL BE NO HANDLING OF FIREARMS OR 
AMMUNITION DURING THE CEASE FIRE”. ALL CLEAR-PROCEED 
ONTO THE RANGE”.
7.   Targets must be changed as quickly as to avoid wasting time.
8.   Firearms are only to be loaded after the RANGE OFFICER has 
called “ALL CLEAR YOU MAY COMMENCE FIRING”.
9.   Firearms being carried between a vehicle and the firing line 
must be unloaded with the action open and muzzle pointed up. 
Firearms must not be handled or carried during a cease fire under 
any circumstances.
10.   Children must be under strict supervision and kept well clear 
of the firing line. Children under the age of 10 are not permitted 
forward of the firing line at any time.
11.   All junior and unlicensed shooters must be under the direct 
supervision of an adult licensed shooter whilst using firearms.
12.   Consumption of alcohol on the range is not permitted until after 
the close of all shooting for the day on all range property.
PLEASE
•   Assist and co-operate with the Range Officer.
•   Leave the range in a clean and tidy condition.
•   Return any equipment used, borrowed or hired.
•   Offer to help the Range Officer close down the range at the end 
of the day. 

 
WARNING
HEARING AND EYE PROTECTION SHOULD BE USED ON THE FIRING 
LINE WHILST FIRING IS IN PROGRESS.
HEARING OR EYE DAMAGE SUFFERED BY SHOOTERS IS NOT THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SPORTING SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION. 

Persons found on range property outside open hours without specific 
authorisation will be treated as trespassers. 

 
Ian Cole
Secretary Eagle Park Range Management



We’re lucky in Victoria to have such 
great hunting. 

Maybe you went hunting as a kid or 
you now go hunting with your kids. 
Maybe you’re new to hunting or 
you’re an old hand happy to share 
some know-how.

Whoever you are, one of the key traits 
of being a good hunter is respect. 

The hunting community has formed 
a partnership to promote a set of 
standards to ensure respectful and 
responsible hunting. 

This will help to raise the awareness 
and maintain the highest standards  
of behaviour of all involved in hunting. 

Through the below standards we can 
enjoy our hunting even more, improve 
the perception of hunting and be 
proud of hunting.

Proudly supported by:

Help secure 
the future  
of hunting

Australian

Deer 
Association

RAYTRADE PTY LTD

Secure your hunting future, show respect and hunt responsibly.

Respect for animals 

Respect the environment 

Respect other hunters 

Respect non-hunters 

Respect the hunt 

Respect the laws

For more information on the standards 
visit www.depi.vic.gov.au/hunting


