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The Victorian Shooter is the bi-monthly magazine of the Sporting Shooters
Association of Australia (Vic). PO Box 607, Box Hill, Vic. 3128.
Editor: Barry Oliver
Art/Graphic Designer: Lee Ann and David
Disclaimer: Please note that the views expressed in some articles and by
some contributors are not necessarily those of the SSAA (Vic).
Editorial Deadline for the August 2015 edition of The Vic Shooter
is Friday 10th July 2015.
Download the Vic Shooter: The Victorian Shooter is available on our
website for downloading. Visit www.ssaavic.com.au and choose which
edition of The Victorian Shooter you would like to view. An archive of The
Victorian Shooter back to January 2004 is available for viewing.
E-mail Alerts: Keep abreast of shooting matters, subscribe TODAY to the
SSAA (Vic) E-mail Alerts. Simply email the State Office on state_office@
ssaavic.com.au with your email address and you will be kept up to date
with everything that is going on with your sport.
Letters: An opportunity is available for members to have their say in
each edition of The Victorian Shooter. Have your say by writing, faxing or
emailing your comments to: The Victorian Shooter at PO Box 607, Box Hill,
Vic. 3128, F: 03 8892 2700 or E: barryoliver@optusnet.com.au.
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The Victorian SSAA SHOT EXPO was
held on 23/24 May weekend and was a
resounding success.
Interviews held with Exhibitors,
visitors and SSAA staff from Victoria,
Queensland and National were full of
praise for the event.
Thanks must go to Michael Nissen
and his fellow organisers for the very
professional job done by the Exhibitions
Group.
Special mention must be made of the
time, effort, blood, sweat and tears
expended by Lee- Ann Romans and
Shaun Doyle of State Office, in the
weeks of organizing prior to the event.
I would also like to praise the various SSAA clubs who made the effort
to exhibit at the EXPO. WORKING GUN DOGS, DEER STALKERS
CLUB, SSPC and LITTLE RIVER RAIDERS presented their clubs with
attractive and interesting displays. The value of these displays is seen in
the number of new member enquiries received over the weekend. The
demonstrations put on by WORKING GUN DOGS was outstanding, and
attracted crowds of 6 & 7 deep.
I urge ALL clubs to make every effort to include an EXPO stand next
time it is held in Victoria.
The indoor pistol and rifle ranges were again a great success, with
VAPA generously giving of their time and equipment to run the pistol
range. Approximate numbers through the ranges were Pistol 450 and
Rifle 1550.
During the course of the EXPO valuable introductions were made to
the two SHOOTER AND FISHERS Party State MPs Jeff Bourman and
Daniel Young. Having met the two MPs, arrangements were made to
stay in touch re matters of interest.
Also at the EXPO was Federal Senator Ricky Muir and his family.
National Vice President Jeff Kuyken and I spent considerable time with
Mr. Muir, introducing him to various exhibitors and discussing things of
mutual interest. He is an enthusiastic shooter and it is hoped the he,
along with like-minded MPs will help advance the cause of Sporting
Shooting in Australia.
Some figures of interest from the EXPO: Number of visitors 13912,
made up of SSAA members 3997, non-members 5967, families 3948.
SSAA Merchandise sales $9000 approx. New members 173. Renewals
55.
At this point I would like to thank all the SSAA staff and Directors for
their time and work at the EXPO.
Denis Moroney
President, SSAA Victoria

WANT TO BE ON OUR
MAILING LIST?
Simply email
development@ssaavic.com.au
to join our mailing list and stay up to date
with the latest from SSAA (Vic).

Or find us on Facebook

www.ssaavic.com.au

Hunting & Conservation
Victorian Shotgunning Education Program
The Shotgunning Education Program (SEP) aims to improve
game bird hunting practices in Victoria by educating hunters on
how to be more efficient and effective in the field.
This program has been developed by the Victorian Government
with support from the two major duck hunting organisations,
the Sporting Shooters' Association of Australia (SSAA Victoria)
and Field and Game Australia Inc. (FGA).
The Shotgunning Education Program's practical and theoretical
training builds the capabilities of hunters to understand their
equipment, their shooting skill level and hunting methods.
There have been two courses so far. The first was held at
Greenvale FGA range at Kilmore and the second at Eagle Park
SSAA range at Little River. Feedback from the participants was
all positive, and the course material and structure ensures that
you will learn something by participating in the course.
The content of the course is divided into three main areas.
They are:1.
Skills Assessment; a practical exercise aimed at identifying the effective shooting range of participants so that they can
confidently hit birds and improve their bag.
2.
Patterning; testing the pattern of shotguns with different chokes and cartridges to get the best performance from
their shotgun.
3.
Distance Estimation; improving the participant’s ability
to estimate the distance to targets, and some worthwhile practical methods to help in identifying birds within and out of range.

Current SEP courses:
18 July 2015, Bendigo Field and Game Australia, Cnr Whirrakee & Collins Road, Bagshot North,
VIC 3551
15 August 2015, Mornington Field and Game Australia, 54 Coolart Road, Balnarring, VIC 3926
19 September 2015, Warrnambool Field and Game Australia, Wickham Road, Woolsthorpe, VIC
3276
10 October 2015, Ballarat Field and Game Australia, 729 Bells Road, Haddon, VIC 3351
For bookings in any of the above course please refer to the Game Management Authority webpage
at http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/education/shotgunning-education.

www.ssaavic.com.au
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CONSERVATION & PEST MANAGEMENT REPORT
CPM Activities
The CPM programs are now ramping up once again
after the prolonged fire season and we have seen some
excellent results over the past few months.
Werribee Mansion and Point Cook are turning out to
be our benchmark programs with over 3500 rabbits
removed from these areas over the last 18 months. With
the success of these initiatives, Parks Vic have proposed
new programs in Western and Northern suburbs of
Melbourne. These include Woodlands Historic Park and
Brimbank Park. The plans for these new projects are in
the works and are due to commence later in the year.
Our country members have also been having some
great success with 20+ goats removed from Mt Napier
State Park, thanks to the volunteers from our Hamilton
Branch.
The Dandenong Deer program has turned out to be a
real success with over 60 Sambar Deer removed from
Sherbrook Forest and Warramate Hills Nature Conservation Reserve over a 12 month period. Special thanks
to our members who have been actively involved in this
program.
The Alpine National Park Deer Trial Program.
This program has been a long time coming but we now
have all the procedures and documentation in place.
This is the first deer control trial operation in the Alps
to see whether ground shooting of Sambar Deer can
be used to mitigate deer impact on high value areas of
the Alpine National Park. This is a joint partnership with
ourselves and the ADA. The trial program is due to run
for 3 years over selected areas of the ANP.

A Sambar stag shot by Adam Billings in Sherbrooke Forest.
CPM Training and Accreditation
You are all probably aware that the CPM accreditation course was suspended last year. We have
nearly finished drafting a new course and we plan
to roll this out in August. If you interested in becoming a CPM volunteer or would like to be involved in
some of our programs please call the State Office
03 8892 2777.
Rhys Coote
CPM Manager SSAA Vic

Rabbits shot at Point Cook Coastal Park.
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NSW Restricted Game Hunting Licence
RESTRICTED GAME HUNTING LICENCE (R-LICENCE) NSW
Under the Game and Feral Animal Control Act 2002 and Game and Feral Animal Control Regulations 2012 the Game
Licensing Unit (GLU) of the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) can grant a NSW R-Licence to individuals who have
completed an accredited course or training program.
These requirements are in place to ensure that all hunters who access public land in NSW to hunt game animals are
responsible, competent and have a heightened awareness of legislation, public safety and animal welfare.
The R-Licence Accreditation Course is based on the Hunter Education Handbook and is an open book, multi choice test.
Open book means the applicant can look through the handbook to find the answers.
The test takes about 1 hour to complete.
R-Licence tests can be conducted by Approved Hunting Organisations (AHO’s) and by accredited trainers.
SSAA (Vic) is an AHO and at this time has a limited number of accredited trainers who can conduct R-Licence tests.
You can either contact the SSAA (Vic) State Office to arrange a test during office hours or Phil Mathieson from the Field
Hunters Club to arrange a test after hours. Phil can be contacted by email: fhcrlicence@gmail.com.
The cost to do the test is $15. This does not cover the fee for the R-Licence.
For more information about the R-Licence or hunting on public land in NSW visit the NSW DPI website: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
hunting
Mike Spray
Operations Manager
Mob: 0404 300 045 Email: mike.spray@ssaavic.com.au

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?
Looking for a customer? Need to get your name
or product out there? Remember, the SSAA (Vic)
has 34,000 members. Why not place an ad in Vic
Shooter and support the organisation that helps
keep you shooting?
Firearm advertisements require the licence number
of the vendor and the serial number of the firearm.
Private classified ads from members are published
free of charge.
For business advertising contact the State Office
on (03) 8892 2777

WANTED
Militaria: WW1, WW2.
Also looking for AATTV and Vietnam items and
especially veteran ‘bring back items’ from all periods.
All items considered, good prices paid for the right
items. I will pay $2000 for a WW1 tunic in good order.
Please call Geoff 0419528274
Dave Croft & Mike Spray from the State office were
kept busy with R-Licences at the Expo.

www.ssaavic.com.au
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2015 Shot Expo
SSAA SHOT EXPO 2015
MELBOURNE
What a show! The SSAA 2015 Melbourne SSAA Shot Expo was something else again.

Bigger - almost 14,000 visitors through the doors and 140+ exhibitors. Entertaining - with many exhibitors putting on live displays,
and helpful - with all of the major agencies such as the Game Management Authority in attendance.

Whether you were there to buy a new piece of kit, attend one of the demos or talks, or just have a look, there was something for
everyone.
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2015 Shot Expo

The SSAA Shot Expos are now a part of the Australian firearms and hunting scene. Expos are currently held bi-annually in Melbourne,
Sydney and Perth, and Brisbane will be hosting the first ever Shot Expo in that city in August.

A growing feature of the Shot Expos are the demonstrations and talks. This year the Melbourne Expo featured 16 talks/
demos that ranged from working gundog demonstrations, TV hunting shows, the latest in sporting firearm development and
of course the SSAA shooting range.
Major sponsors: Beretta, Gun Emporium, Swarovski Optik & Winchester.
Media partners: Australian Shooter, Australian Hunter & Beyond the Divide.
Organised by: Exhibitions Group. Photo’s by B Oliver and K McIntyre

www.ssaavic.com.au
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Game Harvest Estimates - 2014
ESTIMATES OF HARVEST FOR DEER, DUCK AND QUAIL IN VICTORIA. RESULTS FROM
SURVEYS OF VICTORIAN GAME LICENCE HOLDERS IN 2014
Between July 2013 and June 2014, telephone surveys of licensed Victorian game hunters were conducted during the hunting
seasons for deer, duck and quail to estimate the total harvest for each game type. Game Licence holders for each game type (deer,
duck and quail) were randomly sampled and interviewed via telephone at intervals during the respective game seasons. In all
surveys, respondents were asked whether they had hunted or not during the period for which the survey applied and (if applicable)
the number and species of animals harvested. Additional information was obtained on hunting methods and locations.
DUCK
A total of 449,032 ducks were estimated to have been harvested in Victoria during the 2014 season, 6% more
than in the 2013 harvest (422,294), but a 25% reduction on the peak harvest in 2011 (600,739). The number of Pinkeared
Duck harvested was the lowest since 2011. Both Chestnut and Grey Teal harvests decreased in 2014. The harvest of Australian
Wood Duck, Mountain Duck and Pacific Black Duck were all higher in 2014 than in 2013. The estimated hunting days per licence
holder returned to 2011–2012 levels, while ducks harvested per licence holder remained similar to last season (2013). However,
hunter efficiency (ducks per hunting day) was the lowest since 2011, when the daily bag limit was left unmodified at 10 ducks.
DEER
A total of 57,945 deer were estimated to have been harvested in Victoria during the season from July 2013 to June 2014. The most
commonly harvested species was Sambar Deer (47,129), followed by Fallow Deer (9,282). Due to the very small
harvest of Red Deer reported by surveyed Game Licence holders, it is difficult to make any inference from the survey about the
harvest of that species, except that it is likely to be small (<2,000). Even though no survey respondent had successfully hunted Hog
Deer in 2014, a total of 122 Hog Deer (96 stags and 26 hinds) were recorded at checking stations, with an additional 75 Hog Deer
(30 stags and 45 hinds) harvested on Sunday Island (a private cooperative).
The 2014 season harvest of 57,945 deer was higher than in previous years (Figure 5). The 2014 estimate was 16% larger than the
next highest estimated harvest (2013) using this survey method (Table 25). The 2014 season had the largest number of hunting
days and the second largest deer harvested per licence holder of the surveys to date. The efficiency of hunters (i.e. deer harvested
per hunting day) in the last two seasons (2013 and 2014) was the equal highest recorded since the surveys began in 2009. Most
deer hunting occurred from midwinter to mid-spring, which coincides with the hound-hunting period and reduced hunting over the
hotter months.
QUAIL
The total of 16,243 quail estimated to have been harvested in Victoria during the 2014 season (95%CI = 8,699–30,330) is a large
decrease from the 2013 harvest of 184,123, i.e. more than 11 times smaller than the previous season. Furthermore, it is less than
20% of the smallest harvest this method of survey has recorded (Table 27). The hunter surveys from the first month of the 2014
season (April) indicate low number of stubble quail harvested and a low number of hunting days. The results of the next month were
even lower, potentially due to the probability of harvesting stubble quail being too low to warrant the effort to go hunting. Given quail
are a ‘boom-or-bust’ species, it is possible that the low harvest and hunter effort in 2014 was due to low numbers of quail present
and a lack of breeding combined with a higher than normal mortality, caused by environmental factors, and therefore lower quail
numbers. Even when hunters did hunt, their return was less than half the previous low recorded in 2010.
The full report can be accessed on the Game Management Authority website www.gma.vic.gov.au
Reprinted courtesy State of Victoria, Game Management Authority 2015

Picture perfect: Alan Willey and his
champion pointer Abbey.
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Media Alert
DUCK HUNT CONFRONTATION AS PROTEST GETS UGLY
A SSAA member claims to have been physically threatened by a group of
anti duck hunting activists near Colac.
Some of the protestors wore balaclavas and had obscured numberplates on
their cars. The hunter alleged that the protestors threatened to punch him
in the face and to smash his car with a hammer. The hunter contacted the
police and the Game Management Authority.
A police spokeswoman said anyone with information about the damage
was urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or to submit a
confidential report at www.crimestoppersvic.com.au
To read a full report see The Weekly Times online May 28, 2015, or follow
this link http:/goo.gl/NrByCA
Picture courtesy The Weekly Times online May 28, 2015 9:56AM

This is the new frightening face of the
Victorian duck protester.

RSPCA Campaign Against Hunting
MEDIA RELEASE
5 May 2015
The RSPCA (WA) is attempting to dishonestly mislead the public in an anti-hunting campaign. The full page advertisements published in several WA newspapers showing pictures of dead animals are contrived and designed to pull at the heart strings.
Mike Spray, Operations Manager for the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Victoria) said “game animals in Australia are
harvested by law abiding, responsible and ethical hunters who deserve a fair go”.
SSAA (Vic) members of who hunt pest and game animals are provided the opportunity to attend a Conservation Pest Management
(CPM) training which includes learning the skills required for humanely and ethically harvesting animals. “Qualified volunteer CPM
operators assist land managers such as Parks Victoria and who effectively contribute to the Parks overall management plan to protect and enhance healthy ecosystems” said Mr. Spray.
The Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Victoria) have also joined other State Associations and Government Agencies such
as the Firearms Safety Foundation and Department of Environment and Primary Industries in a campaign to promote responsible
and respectful hunting. The state wide campaign focuses on respect for animals, the environment, the law and the views of nonhunters.
“Hunters who harvest meat for the table and who contribute to pest and game management programs are responsible individuals
who should not be denigrated by an irresponsible RSPCA” said Mr. Spray.
Mike Spray
SSAA Vic Operations Manager

www.ssaavic.com.au
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GO FOR A GOOD IMAGE
Ross Williams looks at ways to deal with sight picture problems
Moving targets and stationary targets create different kinds of “seeing
the target” or “sight picture” problems for shooters. If we know what
these difficulties are and how to deal with them, we can improve our
accuracy.
Let’s begin with rifles and stationary targets. Here a common problem,
often wrongly called eye strain, is an inability to keep the point of aim
or the sights in sharp focus. (With open sights, the front sight should be
kept in focus, rather than the point of aim).This problem occurs because
our brains do not like to be saturated with an image.
If we try to focus on a specific part of the sight picture for an extended
period, our brain will react. It may tell our eye’s lens muscles to relax or
tighten, so that the image drifts out of focus, or it may force us to look
away momentarily. Though we may not know exactly what is happening, we will be aware of increasing tension, of a subtle struggle to keep
the image clear and to control the shot.
Another nuisance is the “ghost image”, an after-image resulting from
a lingering chemical change in the cells of the retina at the back of the
eye. Also caused by focusing on one point for too long, it clouds or distorts the point of aim. When you hear shooters talking about “greying
out,” they are usually referring to clouding caused by image saturation.
To prevent such things, we must avoid fixating on any part of the sight
picture for more than two or three seconds. Instead, we should move
our gaze to points around the centre in an out-and-back, flicking or
darting movement. These tiny breaks stop image saturation, the true
problem, from occurring.
Try the technique now. First, focus on a single letter in one of the words
on this line. Every couple of seconds, flick your eyes to a nearby word,
then immediately back to the letter.
Each time, look away to a different place ... above, below, left, right.
Notice how long you can keep the chosen letter in sharp focus by taking
these momentary but controlled rests.

There is also the problem of seeing a clay target against a clear sky.
Here, suitably tinted shooting glasses will help the target to stand out.
The lens colour of tinted glasses is a personal choice: if it works well for
you, stay with it. However, many find that a colour close to the hue of
a coloured clay is not the best choice. Speaking personally, I find a medium to light grey gives me the sharpest images, not only at the range
but also in the field. It’s the nearest I’ve found to an all-purpose tint.
But I repeat: it’s a personal choice. The best idea is to try before you
buy, and one way to do this is to ask other shooters if you can try their
shooting glasses. Easier said than done? Sadly, yes. First find enough
shooters using a good variety of tints ...
Once the target is in view, we should try to focus on its leading edge
wherever possible — easier with DTL than it is with some sporting clays
targets, but still an excellent aid to “holding” the target and leading it.
Can we use a similar technique while hunting? Answer in the affirmative. Here we want the quarry’s vital organs well inside in the pattern
when the pellets reach it. At the same time, we need to compensate for
any tendency to shoot behind, a fairly common thing.
Therefore, with a scurrying rabbit, focus on its head. With a fleeing fox,
focus on the shoulder. As for ducks descending to land next to a set of
decoys, focus on their lowered feet and swing through those feet along
the line of descent.
© Copyright R. Williams, May 2015

Then, for comparison, try to maintain focus on the chosen letter without
looking away. Notice how soon you have to struggle.
Ideally the eye movements should be practised until they become an
unconscious, automatic habit. But there’s a catch. The habit breaks
down easily. Solution: routinely practise the eye movements while aiming an unloaded rifle. The habit will come back quickly, especially if
combined with dry firing.
Now let’s turn to moving targets, where image saturation rarely happens. The time span is too short and the motion of the target across the
background helps the brain to maintain focus.
We need to see a moving target as soon as possible, but nervous tension and overly tight focus narrow both our breadth and depth of vision
and, as a result, can delay the moment of first sighting.
With clay targets, avoid staring at the edge of the trap house or trap
site while waiting for a target. Instead, look some distance beyond the
trap (about 20 metres beyond is usually enough, though you might find
that 30 or so metres works better for you). This strategy improves one’s
depth and breadth of vision, so it makes it easier to pick up the target
quickly.
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With this open-sighted rook rifle, he keeps the
front sight in focus.

www.ssaavic.com.au

Field Hunters Club
Feral Animal Control Program

The SSAA VIC Small Grant Process has been put to great use with a grant released for the Field Hunters Club ‘Feral
Animal Control Program’. This grant has assisted the Field Hunters Club with the purchase of 40 Ridgeline blaze orange
camo vests that will be used by attending members. These vests help in providing a safer environment for members in
the field and a uniformed approach to the program presence on the ground.
The Field Hunters Club program began in the early part of 2014 and aids Victorian Farmers with the one clear goal in
mind, to assist with the removal of feral animals. Over the past year the program has spread and now covers a large
area within Victoria. The program itself is open to all Field Hunters Club members with the club providing ongoing
training and hunting information to members so as to better equip them in the field. The program has already shown
some great results with members now having reduced the number of Feral animals by over 550 Rabbits 5 Feral Cats and
25 Foxes at no cost to farmers, with over 100 members attending events this year.
As a by product of the program, members have now been given the platform to make many new friendships and directly
pass on hunting skills to each other in the organised group hunts. The program normally runs over a Friday night
Saturday and Sunday with the occasional midweek event. The number of attendees varies depending on the areas being
covered. However, a normal event would see around 15 members attending the program abiding by a strict set of rules
which focus heavily on Firearm Safety and Target identification. The grant for these new vests not only shows that the
SSAA VIC was committed to the ‘Year of the Hunter’ in 2014 it also shows that SSAA VIC understands the need for the
safety of its members.
If you are thinking of getting back into hunting and are looking for a like-minded group then what are you waiting for.
Drop the secretary Phil an email on fhcsecretary@gmail.com

www.ssaavic.com.au
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Field Hunters Club
The Field Hunters Club was set up in the late 1980’s by some enthusiastic SSAA members to foster camaraderie among their fellow hunters. The club
provides members with the opportunity to get out and do what they joined for and that is to Hunt, as a bonus you meet fellow likeminded hunters and
often form life long friendships.
The Club is a relaxed friendly and casual club with members enjoying a drink at the bar or the use of the free Hunting DVD library and Monthly newsletter. At most meetings, the club organises guest speakers from a wide range of organisations, governing bodies or training providers keeping members
informed of what’s happening in the hunting space.
In July the club will be running a Major raffle for members only with a first prize value of $1,500 for any hunting related equipment of your choice, this
will be run in conjunction with a ‘Field to Fork’ night where members bring in signature dishes of game meat for other members to try this is an event not
to miss out on!
Organised hunting trips for members include: Duck opening weekend, Duck shooting as pest control on rice crops during November and December,
along with details of weekly organised Fox Drives during the cold months. On top of this members have access to the clubs own Feral Animal Control
Program which now has access to a major area of prime hunting throughout Victoria all within 2 hours from Springvale.
If you’re thinking of getting into or back into hunting, and want to get on the ground on a variety of different properties on a monthly or fortnightly basis then we are the club for you and your friends. Our Feral Animal Control Program hunts provide a platform to offer guidance and training to enhance
member skills and safety in the field and meet fellow hunters.
On top of all of this the club has a closed Facebook group site just for members which is a great way for members to chat and organise hunts amongst
themselves, so as a member you could soon find that you have too much hunting available and not enough time to fit it all in.In the past few months the
clubs has delivered the following events to members:
·
Feral Animal Control Program hunts
·

NSW Ducks on the Rice Program and Frank Marshall memorial competition

·

Aussie Disposals Discount night

·

Details of weekly Fox Drives held in South Gippsland

·

Training on the ethical hunting

·

Talks on gun safety from a Divisional Firearms Officer
The club strives to meet our mission statements of:
1.

TO HELP FOSTER AND DEVELOP HUNTER ETHICS, HUNTER
TRAINING AND OPPORTUNITY.

2.

TO FOSTER THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF GAME.

3.

TO IMPROVE HUNTING FOR THE FUTURE.

The club meets on the first Wednesday of each month with the
exception of January, at the Springvale Range at 7.30 pm.

So what are you waiting for, expand your hunting horizon and come see
for yourself!
New Adult memberships: $20 New Junior membership: $5
General inquiries: The Secretary Phil Mathieson
Email: fhcsecretary@gmail.com Phone: 0417 668 222 after 6 pm

12
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For Sale
WANTED, New home for unique book collection.
Would suit private collector or club.
All books PROFESSIONALLY BOUND.
Australian Sporting Shooter starting with first edition
1963 to 1978.
Australian Outdoors 1954 to 1976.
Gun World 1969 to 1978.
Australian Hunting World Annual 1962 to 1969.
OVER 108 bound volumes and 60 hard cover books.
$1000 the lot.
Contact: Peter 0438 300 700

t

t
e

For Sale

SSAA Membership Fees
At the 2015 National Annual General Meeting, the
meeting decided that membership fees to the SSAA,
would increase slightly.
As from 1 August 2015, the new membership fees will
be

ICA Model 87 Lever Action 12 gauge
Shot Gun 5 shot, 20” barrel in
excellent condition. One small mark
on the timber.
$450.00

Adult : $87.00
Family : $65.00
Contact: John
Pensioner : $65.00
5 Year Adult : $435.00 Lic No 517-136-81B
M: 0413 288 425
Overseas : $170.00 Junior : $25.00
Member for Life : $1,740.00

Licensing & Regulation Division
Is Moving

As of the 8th June 2015 Licensing & Regulation Division will be relocating their services to –
Ground Floor
Tower 1
637 Flinders Street
Docklands 3008
Attendance at the counter will be by appointment only.
Appointments are available on the following days and times
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 11:00am to 3:00pm
Appointments can be made by contacting the customer service line on 1300 651 645

www.ssaavic.com.au
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Bendigo Branch
ssaabendigo.com.au

Marong Rifle Range

(20 minutes west of Bendigo)

General Shooting:

1st and 3rd Sunday each month. 12.00 noon.
$6 for members.
Undercover benches, target frames supplied.
25, 50, 100, 200 mtrs.

SAFFE Program:

(Safety And Family Firearms Education)
2nd Sunday each month. 10.00am till
12.00noon. $6 (Ammunition cost)
Basic training for beginners, all ages. Club
rifles supplied.

Competitions:

Rimfire, Centerfire, Handgun, Shotgun.
See the quarterly competition calendar
at ssaabendigo.com.au, or contact Vic on
0438353425 for a copy.

Contacts:

Branch President:
Vic Alexander, 0438353425
Web-site: ssaabendigo.com
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: P.O. Box 1098
Bendigo, Vic. 3552

East Gippsland Branch
Monthly Shoots continue with .22 rifle shooting at
Bairnsdale Pistol Club Range on the third Sunday
of the month. Juniors 10 am Adults 12.30pm
Buchan Firing Range on the fourth Sunday of
the month.
The Black Powder Group also hold bi monthly
shoots at Buchan Range. Contact Mike Eden
phone 51497130 for details.
Monthly meetings
First Tuesday of every month (February to
December) 7:30pm
2015 venues
CFA Meeting Rooms, Main Street, Bairnsdale.
February, April, June, August, October and
December
SSAA EGB Clubrooms, 550 Marlay Point Road,
Clydebank
March, May, July, September, November
Members are encouraged to attend our
meetings so that they share their ideas for the
branch and enjoy a social chat.
Contacts
Secretary: Dave Weston - mob 0429 959 709
- email Dave.Weston@defence.gov.au
President: Clive Hammet - phone 51 564 697
- mob 0429 182 073 – email eastgipps.ssaa@
wideband.net.au
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Wodonga Branch
SSAA WODONGA V06 - AGM
19th July 2015 - at the new Club Rooms
Upcoming Rifle Range Closures
19-20 Sept 2015 - Annual SSM#2 IPSC
Management Of Target Frames On Rifle
Ranges From 1 May 2015
Background
Unfortunately, some rifle range users continue
to damage target frames being supplied by
SSAA Wodonga for use (free of charge) on the
Rifle Ranges and most of this damage appears
to be either wilfully inflicted or occurring as the
result of carelessness. While it is accepted that
some damage is inadvertent, it has become
quite clear over time that damage can usually
be avoided when appropriate precautions are
taken.
As a consequence and with effect 1 May 2015,
target frames will no longer be supplied free of
charge for use on Rifle Ranges. Range users
will have the following options available from
this date:
1. They may hire a target frame at
$5.00
If the frame is damaged while in their
care to the extent it requires repair,
the hirer will be charged a further
$5.00 repair fee.
2. They may purchase a second
hand frame from the club at a
cost of $10.00 or a new frame at
a cost of $20.00. Second hand
frames will only be sold while they
are available and supply is unlikely
to be continuous.
Target Frames will be available for sale at the
Rifle Range every range day commencing Wed
1 April 2015
Wodonga Range Fees as at 1 Jan 2015
Day Range Pass:
SSAA Members
Adult
$10.00
Pensioner
$5.00
Junior
Free
Non Members
Adult
$20.00
Pensioner
$15.00
Junior
Free
Range Passes (Available to SSAA members
only):
Annual range passes
$65.00 1 Jul to 30 Jun
Annual range passes (pensioner)
$35.00
Six month range passes
$35.00 1 Jan to 30 Jun
Other Fees:
Targets (members/non members/juniors)
$1.00 each
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Competition Fee
$5.00
Wodonga Range Matters
Upon arriving at the range, leave your
firearms securely locked in your vehicle
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who will
be wearing a high visibility vest. The RO will
guide you to sign the range attendance sheet
and take your range fees. The RO will instruct
you on when you may bring firearms from a
vehicle to the firing line and when you may take
firearms from the firing line back to a vehicle.
The use of correct eye and hearing protection
is compulsory for all people on the firing line.
Sunglasses are not acceptable.
Range Officers
Competition and general shooting on the range
is made possible by volunteer SSAA Range
Officers who supervise the range ensuring
coordination of activity and safety. If you would
like to contribute to your club by helping out
as a range officer please phone Max Grimshaw
(02) 6026 7042.
Standing Calendar – Rifle Range(s)
First Sunday
-- NO SHOOTING ON
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)
Second Sunday
-- 11.00 am Hunter Class
Rimfire Benchrest .22 lr
-- 12.00 pm .22 Rim-Fire
100mtr Fly Shoot
`
-- 1.00
pm .22 lr Rimfire Metallic Silhouette
Third Saturday
-- 10.00am -12.00noon
Training Programs & Group Bookings
-- 1.30 pm Handgun Club
Metallic Silhouette
Third Sunday
-- 10.45am Lever Action 25
rounds any L/A
rifle, incl scopes
-- 11.30am Military rifle
-- 12.30 pm Black powder
Long arms
Fourth Saturday
-- 10.15am to 12.00noon
Handgun Club Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday
-- 10.45am 300 metre Fly
Shoot for any firearm
-- 12.15 pm Martini Shoot
for any Martini actioned rifle
Fifth Sunday
-- 11.00 am Novelty Event
-- 11.00 noon Flintlock
Wednesday 10.00am to 12.00noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and general
shooting practice is welcome on all scheduled
competition days.
Wodonga Handgun Club Calender
The range Calender can be view on the SSAA
Wodonga Handgun Club web site at http://
www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au/
Our Contact Details
Contact us: President – Robert Marks 6024
1695, Secretary – 0411 260 568 or
Email: secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au PO Box
501 Wodonga VIC 3689

SSAA Arms &
Militaria Collectors
Club (Melbourne)
The ARMC is a club that caters for people who
have an interest in older-type firearms and all
associated memorabilia.
We have a group of very keen members who
have an extensive knowledge of most firearms,
books and cartridges. If you feel that you
have the same hobbies then you must belong
to a nominated collectors’ club to obtain a
collector’s licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range and
meet on the first Thursday of each month at
8pm.
For further details contact the State Office 9am
to 5pm on 03 8892 2777 or Robert Lemm,
email amccvic@optusnet.com.au

Eagle Park
Management
RANGE INFO FOR EAGLE
PARK

Range open Friday to Monday at 9:00 Closes
at 5:00. All persons entering the Range MUST
SIGN IN at the office.
A clay thrower is provided for patrons to use
at a cost of $8.00 per token (27 clays). Bruno’s
Cafe open each day.

RANGE RULES - RIFLE
The RANGE OFFICER has absolute control over
the range at all times.
His instructions MUST be followed promptly.
Any person found breaching the rules below
WILL BE ORDERED from the range and
reported, with possible follow-up from the
department responsible.
1. On entering the range all persons
must:a Report to the range office, pay
range fees if required and
have their details recorded.
This includes visitors and
non-shooters.
b Be advised which range to attend
and on arriving at the firing
line approach the RANGE
OFFICER who is in charge.

2.

c The Range Officer will then advise
the shooter as to how and when you
may bring your firearms on to the
range. Until then all firearms must
remain in your vehicle.
All firearms not in use must be
unloaded with actions open,
chambers flagged, magazines empty
and removed if possible.

3.

Shooters may fire only from the
defined firing line in a down range
direction at approximately 90
degrees to the firing line.

4.

All firearms in use must be kept
pointing down range in the direction
of targets at all times.

5.

Shooting is to be at your own
approved targets only. No cans,
bottles, rocks, other shooters
targets, range fitting or wildlife may
be fired at.

6.

Once shooting has commenced for
the day people will only be permitted
forward of the firing line after the
RANGE OFFICER has:a called “CEASE FIRE,- OPEN ALL
ACTIONS,- REMOVE ALL
MAGAZINES,- FLAG ALL
CHAMBERS,- STAND BACK
BEHIND THE FIRING
LINE”.
b inspected all firearms to verify the
compliance with the rules.
c called “THERE WILL BE NO
HANDLING OF FIREARMS
OR AMMUNITION DURING
THE CEASE FIRE”. ALL
CLEAR-PROCEED ONTO
THE RANGE”.
7. Targets must be changed as quickly as
to avoid wasting time.
8. Firearms are only to be loaded after
the RANGE OFFICER has called “ALL CLEAR
YOU MAY COMMENCE FIRING”.
9. Firearms being carried between a
vehicle and the firing line must be
unloaded with the action open and
muzzle pointed up. Firearms must
not be handled or carried during a
cease fire under any circumstances.
10. Children must be under strict
supervision and kept well clear of
the firing line. Children under the
age of 10 are not permitted forward
of the firing line at any time.
11. All junior and unlicensed shooters
must be under the direct supervision
of an adult licensed shooter whilst
using firearms.
11. Consumption of alcohol on the range
is not permitted until after the close
of all shooting for the day on all
range property.
PLEASE
 Assist and co-operate with the
Range Officer.



Leave the range in a clean and tidy
condition.



Return any equipment used,
borrowed or hired.
Offer to help the Range Officer close
down the range at the end of the
day.
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WARNING
HEARING AND EYE PROTECTION
MUST BE USED ON THE FIRING LINE
WHILST FIRING IS IN PROGRESS.
HEARING OR EYE DAMAGE
SUFFERED BY SHOOTERS IS
NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
THE SPORTING SHOOTERS
ASSOCIATION.
Persons found on range property
outside open hours without specific
authorisation will be treated as
trespassers.
Ian Cole
Secretary, Eagle Park Range
Consultative Committee

Little River Raiders
Little River Raiders is a single action shooting
club based at the SSAA Eagle Park Range,
Little River. Single action shooting is a living
history sport which uses the firearms of the
American ‘Old West’. Participants are required
to adopt a persona typical of the era, and to
dress accordingly, so a darned good sense of
humour comes in handy for those who want
to join in.
Club competitions are held on the 3rd Sunday
of every month. We shoot coach guns (side
by side shotguns), pistols, lever and pump
action rifles. Black powder – cartridge and
percussion pistol – is also a recognised
category of Single Action, and our black
powder shooters add to the atmosphere
with lots of smoke and noise to entertain
all. Shooter categories are established so as
to cater for all age groups, both sexes, and
different skill mixes.
We also have long range rifle competitions
where speed is not as important as accuracy.
These events use single shot, lever and pump
action rifles ranging from .22 to big bore
buffalo rifles.
All matches are run under the rules of the
Single Action Shooting Society.
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are based on
the ‘Old West’ – either incidents out of history,
or our translation of classic Western movies
or the old TV series. Visitors are welcome to
come along to any of our competitions and
if they like they may try their hand at single
action shooting under instruction. The only
thing you need is a desire to enjoy yourself
and have (safe) fun with people dressed in
cowboy gear, using period firearms or faithful
replicas.
For further information please look us up
on the web www.littleriverraiders.com.
au or contact the Secretary Tiresome (aka
Tony Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email
littleriverraiders@yahoo.com.au
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Little River Sporting Clays
Little River Sporting Clays is a sub club of SSAA based at Eagle
Park, Gifkins Rd, Little River.
We aim to provide a wide variety of clay targets using our
amazing terrain to provide shooters with a great experience.
All levels of shooters are welcome with many seasoned hands
available to provide direction and advice. We encourage our
shooters to join our club and become involved in setting up the
grounds. Please give us a call or send an email.
Our practice days are on the 2nd Sunday of each month running from 10am – 5pm. The cost is $10 for 30 targets and you
can shoot as many rounds as you wish. We are also able to set
up particular practice targets for you wherever possible.
Our competition days are the 4th Sunday of each month with
nominations opening at 9:30am and closing at 10:30am. The
competition usually consists of 75 targets at a nomination cost
of $45, less for ladies, juniors and pensioners and sub juniors
shoot for free. Our last competition day was August 24th with
Simon Sammut winning overall with a great score of 71. We
have prizes for each grade including vets, ladies, juniors and
sub juniors.
We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial FITASC old style shoot
on August 10th; it was a lovely day with Chris Brown the overall
winner. Lots of fun was had with raffle prizes and wonderful
food provided by the Panetta family – a great way to remember
Vince.
Practice Days - 14th September, 12th October, 9th November
Competition days - 28th September, 26th October, 23rd November
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Springvale Pistol Club
The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was formed on 17th June 2004 to
provide:
• affiliation with the peak bodies in Victoria and Australia for National and
International handgun competitions
• instruction, coaching and training for competition-oriented shooters
• a home base at the SSAA Springvale Range Complex.
The SPC has approximately 40 members, many of whom actively train for
and shoot competitions at local, state and interstate events.
Shooting is a sport that does not present a barrier to anyone who wishes
to get involved - neither age, physical ability nor gender are barriers to
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. It does require a high degree of selfdiscipline, attention to detail and willingness to learn if you are to progress
to high levels of performance, but it is also a great pastime for those who
have less time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has many facilities for the use of
members. Those who wish to learn the disciplines of target shooting and
how to shoot them well are welcome to join our growing membership. SPC
shoots on Wednesday nights.
Email: secretary@springvalepc.org Web: www.springvalepc.org

Sporting Shooters Pistol Club
The SSPC is a friendly and social handgun shooting club with over 400
members which runs primarily from the SSAA Springvale range.
Competitions and practices are held on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
nights from 6pm until 8pm, Saturdays from 10am and Sundays from
12 noon. A variety of competitions are shot including ISSF style Sport
Pistol, Centre Fire and Classic Pistol at 25 metres, 25 and 50 Metre
Service Match, IPSC and Metallic Silhouette (at Eagle Park range). Our
website contains a full calendar of competitions and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome and we run regular Introduction to
Handguns courses which will teach you the basics of handgun safety
and shooting fundamentals as well as provide an introduction to joining
the club. The course consists of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60
minutes on the range firing a variety of club handguns. The course
costs $75 and includes range entry and ammunition. Bookings for the
course are taken online at our website or at the front desk at Springvale
range. Completing the introduction course if the first step in joining our
club.
Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee and thereafter a $100
membership fee due at the end of April of each year. Range entry fees
are separate and paid directly to the SSAA, however yearly range entry
passes are available from our club.
For more information please see our website at www.sspc.org.au
Contact details:
info@sspc.org.au
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Sporting Shooters Women’s
Group
For women who love to combine shooting and socialising!
We meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month at
SSAA(Vic) Springvale Range at 7:00pm sharp.
Multi Disciplines - Practise and Competition - 3P / Field Rifle /
Practical Rifle / Sports Rifle / Stuff We Make Up As We Go.
Shooter of the Month Awards / Shooter of the Year Award.
Annual Membership Fee $20 / Annual Target Levy $50.
Club Coach: Bill O’Connor Mob 0408 323 060
2014 Calendar
Please Note the Women’s Group meets on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at SSAA(Vic) Springvale Range at 7pm .
The Women’s Group is responsible for running the Bar on the
1st Thursday of the month.
June 12 10m Rimfire Open Sights / R5
June 26 10m Rimfire Open Sights / R5
July 10 Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6 & Off Hand 2x5 Standing
Post 2x5 & Sitting Post 2x5 / R5
July 24 Field Rifle / R5
August 14 3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand 2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5
August 28 3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand 2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5
September 11 10m Air Rifle Precision* / Air

SSAA-Victorian Muzzle Loading
Club
Rekindle the Spirit of Black Powder Firearm Sporting Shooting with the
VMLC.
Relive the excitement of bygone days by shooting Black Powder firearms,
a truly engrossing and satisfying sport. Everyone is welcomed to attend
the VMLC monthly competitions at the SSAA (Vic) Eagle Park Shooting
Complex near Little River on the third Saturday of every month. Even if you
don’t own any Muzzle Loading or Black Powder firearms, knowledgeable
and generous VMLC members are always eager to give you a few shots!
Competitions are organised for all black powder original and reproduction
firearms including cap & ball, cartridge and single shot handguns, muzzle
loading long-arms including flint, percussion, patched ball, Minie-ball,
slug projectile, smooth bore musket as well as cartridge rifle, and muzzle
loading and cartridge shotgun.
From January to October competitions are held, with prize-winners
presented with cards as well as trophies for the various Championships
such as Breech Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Rifle, Traditional
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock Muzzle
Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading Shotgun, and Handgun.
For the month of November many members camp at Eagle Park for
the two-day State Championships where lots of black powder and lead
is expended during the day, and at night everyone relaxes at the free
barbecue exchanging black powder stories and generally having a good
time. December is set aside for some traditional competitions, such as
cannon and novelty events.
VMLC Membership also includes an entertaining and informed newsletter,
The Ramrod, which is sent to members every month. The Ramrod
includes shooters’ scores, VMLC record scores, coming events and
additional articles of interest to the black powder enthusiast.
For additional information contact the VMLC President Jim Morraitis
on 03 9401 1955 during business hours, visit the VMLC Web
Site at www.vmlc.com.au or FaceBook at www.facebook.com/
VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twitter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest
search for victorian muzzle loading club

September 25 10m Air Rifle Precision* / Air
October 9 Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots / R4
October 23 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 & Sitting Post 2x10 /R5
November 13 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 & Sitting Post 2x10 /R5
November 27 Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire 2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 & Sitting Post 2x10 /R5
December 11 Christmas Fun Shoot / Presentations / R5
December 6 OR 13? Christmas Party @ Venue to be advised
*Targets eligible for entry into National Postal Competitions.
Need more information?
Club Secretary: Jenny: dejen@jeheda.com
Club PR Officer: Zdenka: 0418 562 257

Victorian Military Rifle Club
Dedicated to the safe competitive use of military firearms. Friendly and
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions are held at the SSAA Little River
Range on the first and second Sundays of the month. The first Sunday(
9.00am start ) of the month events include the main event ,a 3 Position
competition over 100m, 200m, 300m plus the Specialty Event which
includes rapid fire and is different each month. A long range event at
500m is held three times a year. The second Sunday (11.00am start
) main event is the 3P Trainer Competition on a mini 3P target over
50m,75,100m using military trainer rifles ( 22 and 310 calibers) The
MRC State Titles are held in April at the Dookie Agricultural College .
Club Rifles are available.
Other special away events are held in partnership with several VRA
clubs and other Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s General Meeting for all
members is held at the SSAA Springvale Range on the fourth Thursday
of the month at 8.00pm.New members, juniors and visitors are always
welcome. Come along and support your club. Annual membership is
$35.00 for adults and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to 17yrs inclusive)
Visit the website for further information – www.vicmrc.com
Email –milrifle@yahoo.com.au
Phone inquiries to Ian Garth 0408 568 083
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Working Gundogs
Retrieving trial
The North-South Interstate Retrieving Trial Challenge is to
be held on 4&5 July. Several of our Queensland members
are travelling down for this prestigious event. For more
information please contact Kevin 0407 091 221 or Luke 0423
499 020.
Shot Expo demonstrations
Once again the club ran gundog demonstrations at the SSAA
Shot Expo. Our Training Officer, Kevin Phelps was in charge
of a very experienced team of handlers and their dogs and
the demos were appreciated by very large crowds. Several
hundred people attended our demos and the crowds were
6 and 7 deep. The Working Gundog demo team has now
performed several times in Melbourne and also in Sydney
and recently in Perth. Well done to all those who took part.

Pointer & Setter Field Trials
The quail season in Victoria has been extremely poor
probably due to the dry conditions.
Three trials were held in WA over their recent long
weekend at the end of May. Two of the trials ended
in a no result due to the very hot conditions. However
conditions improved for the last trial and some excellent
dog work was seen from all competitors. The winner was
Alan Willey’s English setter Runanset Alongfortheride and
the runner up was Barry Oliver’s pointer Riprap Rebel.
Facebook
WGAA is now on Facebook.
WGAA blog.
View reports and slideshows of WGAA events on WGAA’s
blog at http://wgaa.blogspot.com or just google - wgaa
blog

Wayne Phelps’ Brittany Spaniel returning to the hide.
Gundog Training
Gundog training is on the third Sunday of each month and
our new venue has proved to be very successful. See our
blog for directions to the site - just google ‘wgaa blog’ or
contact the Training Officer, Kevin Phelps 0407 091 221
The club has an extensive range of training equipment
which includes several electronic throwers, a ‘backing’ dog,
retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and release traps.
New members are always welcome.
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Shane Emond with his black Labrador, Angus.
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Help secure the
future of hunting
When you are enjoying Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future
of hunting depends on how you conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an
ambassador for the recreation.
As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect animals

Respect the hunt

• Only take what you can use

• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Lead by example
• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Know your skill limits and hunt accordingly

• Look after your hunting dogs

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect the environment

Respect non-hunters

• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)
with you

• Help others and be courteous

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Stick to the tracks

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Keep campfires safe

• Only enter private property with permission

• Leave your campsite clean
• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

• Take time to know the laws and act within them
at all times

Respect other hunters
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping
in the same area as other people

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on
a level playing field

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.depi.vic.gov.au/hunting
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