SHOOTER

THE VICTORIAN

MAGAZINE

June 2016, Vol 18 No 3

Huge crowd at 31
Shepp ladies day
Federal Election
2016 content

3-13

50 BMG event a
game changer

17

The official publication of the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Victoria)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
24 31
26

3
21
24

31

Voting for our future
A State Conference
with a difference
An unseen enemy:
Ross Williams

26

Stalk Award
recognises Rex

34

Getting a Category
C licence

37
35

COVER: Huge
crowd at Shepp
ladies day

39

Around the traps:
Social photos
Branches and subclubs news

SHOOTER

THE VICTORIAN

MAGAZINE

The Victorian Shooter is a bi-monthly magazine
of the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia
(Victoria). Unit 3/26 Ellingworth Parade, Box Hill 3128
Editor and Graphic Design: Caitlin Pearson
Disclaimer: The views expressed in some articles and
by some contributers are not necessarily those of
SSAA Victoria.
Editorial deadline for the August 2016 edition of
The Victorian Shooter is Monday, July 4.
Download The Victorian Shooter: This edition,
along with magazine archives, is available for
download on the SSAA Victoria website at
www.ssaavic.com.au
Email alerts: Keep abreast of shooting matters by
subscribing to SSAA Victoira’s news alert system.
Simply email the State Office on state_office@
ssaavic.com.au to subscribe.
Letters: Have your say in The Victorian Shooter. Email
feedback or comments on current issues to the Editor
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Front cover picture: Organiser Marion Barnes was
overwhelmed by the popularity of Shepparton’s
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A

s we approach
the 2016 Federal
Election, I suggest to
each and every member that
we vote below the line for
the Upper House.
Number your known friends
of shooters from one to 12 to
increase the chance of getting
as many supporters as possible
into the Senate. These friends
in the Upper House include
Ricky Muir, Bridget McKenzie,
David Leyonhjelm, Jake Wilson
and Ethan Constantinou. The
friends in the Lower House
include Damien Drum, Dr Julian
Fidge, Robert Danieli, Marty
Corboy and Andrew Broad.
While some of these Lower
House candidates are vying
for the same seats, they have
all voiced their support for our
sport. Rather than support a
particular political party, we
encourage firearms users to
support those candidates who
support shooting. Refer to the
upcoming e-newsletters for
more information about who to
support at the Federal Election.

DENIS MORONEY
SSAA Victoria President

Vice President; myself as Junior Vice President; Alf Bastian
from South Australia as Treasurer and Kay McIntyre from
ACT as Secretary. The Victorian delegate is Jeff Kuyken.
I want to acknowledge that
we had a successful State
Conference in early April. We
conducted the event away from
the Springvale Range – at the
Sandown Park Hotel function
room – and the venue contributed to a much more professional
feel, according to those present. Regional representatives
casually mixed with Board
members and staff at a dinner
on the Friday night. Information
from the guest speakers, SSAA
National President Geoff Jones
and Shooters and Fishers MP
Jeff Bourman, was well received. The event was catered
for with accommodation and

The SSAA National AGM was
held in Sydney on April 16 and
17. Senator Bridget McKenzie
addressed the meeting on the
political aspects of what was
going on at the time, including
the National Firearms Agreement technical review. We
also heard from the founder of
Macro Meats, Ray Borda, on
the sustainable use of kangaroos, goats, boar and rabbit for
human consumption and the
export market. Board elections
were held during the AGM,
resulting in the re-election of
Geoff Jones as President; Paul
McNabb from NSW as Senior
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meals for casual mingling. See
the full article and pictures on
page 17.
Finally, the Sydney SHOT Show
is coming up on June 25 and
26 at Rosehill Gardens. I will
be attending as Expo sub-committee member. Marketing and
Communications Manager
Caitlin Pearson will attend the
event to gain experience in
organising SHOT Expos, ahead
of the 2017 SHOT Show in
Melbourne. These events are
growing in exhibitor participation and public attendance year
by year. Be there if you can!

FEDERAL ELECTION CONTENT
The June edition of the Victorian Shooter magazine is the last before Australians
go to the polls for the 2016 Federal Election. To assist SSAA Victoria members
in making the best choice at this election we have contacted several politicians,
political parties and industry groups to offer them space in this magazine. While
some people failed to return our calls and others missed the deadline, the following
pages are full of content from politicians we consider to be ‘friends of shooters’.
More election content will be supplied to SSAA Victoria members in the lead up to
the election through our e-news alert system. Sign up today by contacting the
State Office on 03 8892 2777 or state_office@ssaavic.com.au
Senate Ballot Paper
State - Election of 12 Senators

You may
vote in one
of two ways
Either:
Above the line
By numbering at least
6 of these boxes in the
order of your choice
(with number 1 as your
first choice)

Or:
Below the line
By numbering at least
12 of these boxes in the
order of your choice
(with number 1 as your
first choice)

Voting for our future
NEIL JENKINS
Secretary
Combined Firearms Council of Victoria

W

ith the Federal Election
coming up fast, there
are some electorates
where the person you vote for will
be important for the future of the
shooting sports.
Earlier this year we saw what was
hopefully the last fight we’ll have over
our lever actions for a while. For several months it looked like the Commonwealth Government was going to
move to re-categorise Category A repeating actions to Category D. Then
it came to its senses and dropped

the proposal. So don’t be fooled into
thinking that your vote doesn’t matter
– to the contrary, it is vital and can be
effective.
The Combined Firearms Council of
Victoria (CFCV) is in the process
of working up recommendations to
back those pro-shooting candidates
who need our support and to oppose
those who want more restrictions.
So if you’re interested in receiving
our voting recommendations, make
sure you’re on our email list, which
you can join on our website at www.
firearmscouncil.org.au Or, if you’re
on Facebook, like our page at
(firearmscouncilvic).         

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

Who is the CFCV
likely to support
in the House of
Representatives
(Lower House)?

The CFCV isn’t interested in supporting one side of politics over the other
but it is interested in the candidates
who ultimately become the politicians
who matter to us.
For that reason, we’ve got a shortlist
of electorates we’re having a much
closer look at.
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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Some of you might receive a letter
from us in the mail. Others might see
ads in local papers. However, everyone can find out who to vote for if
they join our email list, because we’ll
be putting our recommendations out
in mid-June.
One thing we can say right now is
that whoever you vote for, make sure
you put the Greens LAST.

What about the
Senate?
There’s no doubt the changes to
the way the Senate will be elected
will make it more difficult for our
friends to get elected. However the
changes will also make it easier for

you to make sure your vote goes to
pro-shooting parties.
To vote in the Senate you need to
number at least six boxes “above the
line”. Or you can number individual
candidates below the line (a minimum of 12).
Unless you already know who you
want to vote for, the CFCV recommends you include in your vote
“above the line” (and listed alphabetically – but you can put them in any
order you want): Australian Motoring
Enthusiasts Party, Country Party,
Liberal Democratic Party, Shooters
Fishers and Farmers Party, and then
whichever of the major parties you
prefer.
Whatever you do, don’t vote for the
Greens!

Remember, it’s at least six boxes
“above the line”. In fact, CFCV
recommends you number at least 10
boxes to reduce the chance of your
vote getting ‘exhausted’ in the count.
In saying this, the CFCV is highly
supportive of the Nationals’ Bridget
McKenzie. However, she’s at number
two on the Coalition Senate ticket so
is guaranteed of getting up anyway. Vote for her if you want, but it’s
already clear the shooting sports are
set to continue enjoying her company
for quite a while yet.
Remember – vote properly if you want
to keep on shooting.
Don’t forget to join our email list or
like our Facebook page.
CONTINUE READING FOR MORE FEDERAL
ELECTION NEWS

NO MATTER THE SEASON,
TIME OR CHASE, WE HAVE ALL
THE GEAR IN ONE PLACE.
GUN STORAGE AVAILABLE ON SITE.
Exclusive supplier of Europe’s favourite hunting brand.

220 COOPER STREET EPPING VIC 3076 | GAMEHUNTER.COM.AU | INFO@GAMEHUNTER.COM.AU | PH: 03 9401 3308
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A note from the Liberal Democrats

T

he Liberal Democrats regard
the right to own firearms for
sport, hunting, collecting and
self-defence as essential to a free
society. Senator David Leyonhjelm,
a firearms owner and keen shooter
for more than four decades,
was elected in 2013 as the first
representative of the Liberal
Democrats.

right, there are associated responsibilities, which gun owners must
uphold to remain in good standing
with the law.

•

Soon after being sworn into office
Senator Leyonhjelm organised a
shooting industry reception at Parliament House, bringing political parties
and industry and association leaders
together, in support of firearm owners.
Over the course of the next 18
months, he arranged for the negotiation of a new lease over the Anzac
Rifle Range (Malabar) in Sydney between the NSW Rifle Association and
the Federal Department of Finance
(the landlord). The Rifle Association
had been threatened with eviction
from the range over a period of 15
years and had twice been to the
Supreme Court to prevent it. Senator
Leyonhjelm set out to ensure shooters in the Sydney Basin had a place
to shoot, culminating in the signing of
a 50-year lease on May 3.

•

Firearm ownership should be
subject to possession of a
licence. However, all adults over
18 years of age have a right to
a licence unless it has been
removed because of a history or
genuine prospect of coercion.
Those who wish to carry a concealed firearm for self-defence
are entitled to be issued with a
permit to do so unless they have
a history or genuine prospect of
coercion.

•

All genuine sporting uses of firearms are legitimate.

•

There should be no registration
of long-arms.

•

There should be no prohibitions
or special limits on semi-automatic firearms.

Many shooters will be aware of the
furore over the Adler shotgun ban. It
was the Liberal National Government
that introduced the ban, but it was
Senator Leyonhjelm who negotiated
for the ban to expire on August 7. This
was a classic example of the power
of crossbench senators who are not
controlled by the major parties.

•

Individuals and organisations
are entitled to establish facilities
that involve the use of firearms,
including shooting ranges and
hunting reserves.

•

Impediments to children participating in safe shooting activities
should be removed.

The Liberal Democrats believe that:

Gun ownership harms no other person. Simply owning a firearm says
nothing about what might be done
with it and cannot justify criminal
sanctions. However, as with any

•

Sport, hunting, collecting and
self-defence are all legitimate
reasons for firearm ownership.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

In terms of genuine crime control, most gun laws are ineffective.
Making gun ownership illegal does
not stop gun ownership; it merely
penalises those gun owners who are
law-abiding and least likely to use
their guns in crime. Worse yet, it fuels
the black market for illegal weapons.
Disarming the law-abiding is irrational when the lawless cannot be
disarmed. It is not legitimate to curtail
the sporting activities of one group
of Australians simply on the grounds
that their implements have the potential to be used for harmful purposes.
Additionally, firearms can contribute
to positive environmental outcomes
in the hands of hunters. Hunters can
be remarkably effective at reducing
populations of pest animals such
as foxes, pigs, goats, wild dogs and
feral cats. These animals have been
responsible for enormous destruction
of Australian native fauna, with some
small marsupial species probably
extinct as a result.
Similarly, hunters help to preserve
wetlands, which can accommodate
species that may be hunted (such as
ducks) while also providing a haven
for protected species.

Winning in 2016
The choice is simple. We need to
make sure our citizens have the right
to own firearms. The primary objective for shooters at the 2016 election
must be to ensure the election of candidates who will stand up for shooters.
CONTINUED PAGE 6

5

FEDERAL ELECTION CONTENT
CONTINUEED FROM PAGE 5

The Liberal Democrats have pledged
to never take a backward step on
shooters’ rights. The Liberal Democrats policy on firearms is clear and
without compromise. Its track record
in Parliament over the past two years
demonstrates they get results for
shooters.
The double dissolution election,

with its reduced quota, is an exciting
opportunity to return Senator Leyonhjelm to Parliament as well as elect
as many as SIX Liberal Democrat
senators from other states.

Keep shooters
working for shooters
- To help Senator Leyonhjelm and the
Liberal Democrats keep protecting

shooters’ rights you can visit: www.
ldp.org.au/shooters/
- Or you can simply Text RELOAD
now to 0439 999 333 to contribute
$10 to help the Liberal Democrats get
more senators elected.
If everyone reading this gave $10, we
would raise over $250,000 towards
hard hitting ads to defeat the antis.

Country Party in touch with shooters
ROBERT DANIELI
Chairman
Australian Country Party
And Candidate for Murray

T

he origins of our
Party started out
as the Shooters
Party, so you would
probably guess that
most of our members
and our entire executive
support the shooting
sports and recreational
hunting. Our original aims
started out as being a
voice to protect the right
to own, use and hunt
with firearms and to limit
the Greens’ attempts to
hijack common-sense on
firearms policy and many
other policies.

Over more than 10 years,
our Party has transitioned
in its name to Country
Alliance, then to the
Australian Country Party
last year. Under our new
name we still retain our
core values to protect
shooting, fishing and
all other outdoor
recreational activities
from radicals such as the

looney Greens.
We also have a broad
range of common-sense
policies designed to
protect jobs, agriculture,
small business and local
manufacturing, which
will ensure regional and
rural communities get
an appropriate share in
health, education and
infrastructure spending.

and was a schoolboy
champion in ‘down the line’
clay target shooting. I hunt
ducks and quail, rabbits,
hares and foxes. Robert
also collects black powder
and other vintage firearms.
Our party will never lose
sight of the value our

responsible shooters
provide to our communities
and the work that is done
in culling programmes and
with feral animal control.
If you see us at any of
your shoots, we have the
Australian Country Party
printed on our jackets.
Come up and say g’day.
You will find we are good
listeners and always
prepared to help with
shooting issues.
For more information
visit the website http://
countryparty.org.au/

At this stage we have
announced our Senate
candidates, Garry Kerr
and Phil Larkin and two
lower house candidates,
Dr Julian Fidge for Indi and
Robert Danieli for Murray.
Julian is a member of his
local pistol club and is
a recreational shooter,
hunting rabbits, foxes and
wild dogs on his property
near Wangaratta. I am
a keen sporting shooter

LEFT: Robert Danieli, Australian Country Party Candidate for Murray is
keen clay target shooter with an interest in black powder and vintage
firearms. RIGHT: Dr Julian Fidge, Australian Country Party candidate
for Indi, is a member of his local pistol club and a recreational shooter.
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SUPPORT THE SENATOR
WHO SUPPORTS SHOOTERS

STRONG

COMMITTED

FOCUSED ON
SUPPORTING

ISSUES

FEDERAL ELECTION CONTENT

Defending the rights of
shooters and hunters
Senator Bridget McKenzie
The Nationals

nomic and social benefits
of shooting that will go
at least some of the way
towards breaking down
the sometimes negative
media image of shooting in
Australia.

I

am a strong supporter
of recreational shooting
and hunting which is
part of day to day life
for many Australians,
especially in regional
areas.

While the Nationals have
long supported shooters
and hunters, the Greens
have consistently tried to
link gun ownership with
illegal activity, even gun
deaths, and accused the
Nationals of having a soft
stance on illegal weapons.
Nothing could be further
from the truth. The Nationals remain committed to
introducing tougher penalties for gun-related crime,
including the introduction
of mandatory minimum
sentences of five years
imprisonment for offenders
charged with trafficking
firearms or firearm parts.
Disappointingly, when we
put those penalties to the
Senate last year, the Labor
Party opposed them.
The Greens accused the
Nationals of ‘kowtowing’
to the gun lobby, refusing
to acknowledge evidence
presented to a Senate
Inquiry on illegal firearms.

Again, the Greens are
blinkered when it comes to
gun ownership. They cannot see that the 800,000
responsible gun owners
in this country are exactly
that – responsible, licenced
and enjoying their activity
safely.
The shooting fraternity was
incensed with the stance of
the Greens on firearms in
this country.
I was encouraged by the
427 submissions, many
from shooters, to the illegal
firearms inquiry. Those
shooters demonstrated in
a very clear way that they
would defend their right
to legally own firearms
in Australia, safely and
responsibly.
Responding to the Inquiry,
the SSAA said:

“The SSAA from the
outset labelled the Inquiry as nothing more than
a smokescreen for the
Greens’ long-loathing of
private firearm ownership,
cautioning against any
attempt by the Greens to
further restrict legitimate

firearm owners’ activities.
We instead insisted that
the focus be put on organised criminals and ensuring
the strength of our country’s borders.”
The SSAA also noted that:

“Dissenting committee
members include Nationals
Senator Bridget McKenzie,
Liberal Democrat Senator
David Leyonhjelm and
Liberal Senators Linda
Reynolds and Ian Macdonald who disagreed with
the majority of the chair’s
recommendations and put
forward their own recommendations based on the
evidence given.”
The economic benefits of
recreational shooting and
hunting is also massive to
Australia, which is conservatively estimated at about
$1.5 billion a year.
Despite the Greens
attempting to set up the
inquiry as an outlet for their
anti-gun ownership views,
the Senate inquiry into
illicit firearms was ground
breaking in promoting
the environmental, eco-
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That is why last year I initiated a media day for clay
target shooting. Many of
the journalists present told
me they had never held
a gun before, that it was
‘fantastic’ and they hadn’t
realised target shooting
was so safe. Another positive outcome of the media
day was that it broke down
barriers in their reporting of
shooting and while there is
still some way to go, it is a
good start.
Another positive was the
Parliamentary Friends of
Shooting which I launched
in March last year. That
has been a great success.
It is another way, I believe,
of changing negative perceptions about shooting.
While, in the past, I have
encouraged the Greens to
come along, to meet with
those who participate in
the sport, with farmers and
with recreational hunters, to dispel some of the
myths – the Greens have
displayed no interest in
doing so.
CONTINUED PAGE 9

FEDERAL ELECTION CONTENT
Bridget
McKenzie has
been vocal
about her
interest in
shooting since
becoming a
Senator and
has attended
many politician
and public
shoot days.

PICTURE:
The Guardian

and the economy of
farming communities;
but also for the responsible maintenance of
public land environments and protection
of biodiversity;

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Instead they stick to their
campaign of trying to
get rid of all guns in this
country, to not recognise
the rights for hunters and
shooters to enjoy their
licensed and safe activity.

•

To reiterate, if returned to
the Senate, some of the
issues I will be supporting,
are:
•

•

The important health
and community benefits of participation in
competitive shooting
sports. That access
to sport funding and
support programs
be available for all
licensed shooters,
particularly those in
regional Australia;
The significant role
shooting plays as
an appropriate and
humane method of vermin and pest control.
That such control is
not only important for
the viability of farmers

•

The sustainable use
of natural resources,
including the harvesting
of native and introduced game species,
as part of a wider game
management program.
Programs that are consistent with the resolutions of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, the
Ramsar Convention on
wetlands, the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora and the Convention on Biological
Diversity;
Recreational tourism
and recreation infrastructure development
such as jetties and
boat ramps; huts in the

high country and the
maintenance of good
bush tracks;
•

•

The access to public
land for the purpose of
hunting, fishing, bushwalking, horse riding
and other adventure
sports such as caving,
rock climbing, diving,
camping and abseiling;
and
Funding for sports
shooting and Olympic-level achievement.

All of us who participate

in or who support hunting
and shooting need to stand
united. So I also ask for
your support as the Federal Election draws closer.
You can donate to my campaign using the following
details:
Account name: NATIONAL
PARTY OF AUSTRALIA-CAMPAIGN ACCOUNT
Account Number: 77-3579253
BSB: 083-004
ABN: 43 348 285 988

Duck season articles
clarification
SSAA Victoria wishes to clarify its stance on the 2016
duck hunting season. SSAA Victoria provided a submission to the Game Management Authority supporting a
2016 season. Regarding the bag limit and length of the
season, the Association left the details to GMA. A news
article printed in the Weekly Times in February, suggested SSAA Victoria pushed for a full season with full bag
limit, which was incorrect.
SSAA Victoria also wishes to clarify that the postition of
Colin Wood as a Board member was never in jeapordy.
The Association continues to support all of its current
Board members.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU
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Ricky Muir, the average citizen, is not bound by party politics...

Free to support shooters

Senator Ricky Muir
Motoring Enthusiast Party

M

y political journey as a
representative of the
Australian Motoring
Enthusiast Party has been one
heck of an experience. One which
threw me into the sights of many
who willingly opened fire about the
way I was elected and my nonpolitical background, and created
a debate about my capabilities of
even being able to perform the role
of a Senator.

As time has gone on, I feel that I
have had a chance to prove that
with time and a little experience,
there is no problem whatsoever with
an average Australian citizen, free
from party politics, standing up and
saying “I have had enough” of the tit
for tat, business as usual, two-party
quarrelling which we’ve lived with for
decades without questioning.
I have now seen first-hand how
during public and political debate our
elected “major party” representatives seem to put their own personal
beliefs aside and routinely regurgitate the talking notes which are
handed to them by the non-elected
party faithfuls behind the scenes. I

Senator Rick Muir considered himself an average Australian before embarking on his current role
as Senator.

have seen committee processes get
stacked with one side of a debate
and for the recommendations from
these processes from certain parties
to be cherry picked to suit the “party”
ideology.
I have seen fear used as justification for an agenda to be pushed.
As shooters, I suspect most people
reading this will be all too familiar
with this tactic; the Greens are very
guilty of this. It was the same tactic
used to justify mandatory data retention, which I am opposed to. Oddly
enough, once the data retention bill
was passed, the urgent, 10-flag,
national security press conferences
stopped. Fear used as a tool, agenda achieved, personal privacy and
freedom removed.
That same process is used in immigration, on environmental issues
and so on from all sides of the major
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party political spectrum. Cherry
picking the “evidence” and using the
parliament to push an ideological
view literally based on misinformation
seems to have become the norm.
I do not do politics this way. I feel
that it is wrong to drag the people of
Australia through three year cycles
of ideological positions which will,
without a doubt, be scaled back or
completely changed as soon as the
“other” side of the two-party system
gets elected.
Facts and evidence should be used
when dealing with issues, not cherry
picked evidence or smudged figures.
That is where I firmly stand on the firearm debate. I know that standing up
for law abiding firearm owners comes
as a political hit to me from some who
may otherwise support me.
CONTINUED PAGE 11

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

But I will not vote or act in a way
that is not true to myself for fear of
retribution. I have always stated that
I would rather leave this place (the
Senate) with a clean nose than sell
out through fear of not being elected
again.
My time in Parliament saw me
support law-abiding firearm owners
when they were staring down the
barrel of changes to the classification
of lever-action shotguns. Anybody
who knew anything about firearms
was all too aware that 12-gauge
lever-action shotguns are not a new
design or technology in any form, but
this did not stop the antis and even
the conservative Government from
outright lying when the Adler was
beginning to be imported. The fear
campaigns against the law abiding,
which was targeted at those who do
not own or have ever used firearms,
was a strong one. This accompanied
by certain journalists being involved
on boards which have an anti-firearm
ideology, created an unbalanced
attack against a growing number of
people who simply want to enjoy their
hobby without being singled out by
people who do not understand their
interest so there for believe it should
be eradicated.
Given the opportunity would I accept changes to our firearm laws? I
sure would. Suppressors should be
allowed, at a minimum I would like
to see self-loading .22 rifles allowed
again, especially as they should not
have been captured in the buybacks
20 years ago. The firearm register could be abolished. Using the
Canadian experience as evidence,
it removed an expensive burden on
the taxpayer; a burden that achieved
nothing more than creating a mud
map of where firearms were stored,
which can be wrongfully used. The
name David Shoebridge comes to
mind right now. Is making a map of
where registered, legally obtained
firearms, owned by licenced, po-

Senator Ricky Muir said Facts and evidence should be used when dealing with issues, not cherry
picked evidence or smudged figures.

lice-checked owners a responsible
thing to do? Or is it a ‘where to go’
map for those who wish to commit a
theft? This is public irresponsibility of
the highest order, yet as it is sold to
his followers as a way to make society “safe” it is apparently acceptable.
The focus should always be on
criminals and illegal, unregistered
firearms. After all, that is where the
actual, non-handpicked, facts prove
that any gun-related crime is at in
Australia.
In the event that the ability to lobby

for sensible changes are not available, one thing is for sure. I will continue to ensure that, at a minimum,
no more laws are pushed upon the
responsible law abiding, shooters of
Australia because of fear mongering.
I was elected at the 2013 election for
a six-year term from July 2014. That
has been cut to two years with the
double dissolution election. Victorian
electors can return me to the Senate
by looking for the Australian Motoring
Enthusiast Party on the white Senate
ballot paper.

AGM notice
Notice of the 2016 Annual General Meeting and postal ballot details.
Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia (Victoria) - A Company
Limited by Guarantee) ABN 88 005 020 422
The AGM will be held at the Sandown Park Hotel, Corner Corrigan Road and Princes
Highway, Noble Park 3174, on Sunday, September 18, from 2pm.
Nominations to fill our three Board vacancies will open on Wednesday, June 8, 2016.
They must be received by the Returning Officer no later than 5pm on Friday, July 8, 2016:
The Returning Officer, Mr. Frank Pirera
Yarra Business Group
Postal address: PO Box 336		
Office address: 1/141 Capel Street
North Melbourne 3051		
North Melbourne 3051
Persons nominating must be eligible to vote as defined by the SSAA Victoria constitution
and electoral by-laws. All nominations must be made on the SSAA Victoria official form
(Form A), which must be requested from the State Office 03 8892 2777. All candidates,
proposers and seconders, must be adult members of SSAA Victoria for at least 12
months standing. The Postal Ballot will open on Monday, August 1, 2016 and close at
5pm on Friday, September 2, 2016. The results of the postal ballot will be announced
at the 2016 Annual General Meeting.
Results of the postal ballot will be announced at the 2016 AGM.
Financial accounts for the year ending April 2016 will be available
on the SSAA Victoria website (ssaavic.com.au) prior to the
meeting or upon written request.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

By order of:
R. Farmer
Company Secretary
SSAA Victoria
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SFP have sights set on Senate

T

he Shooters, Fishers and
Farmers Party started in
NSW as The Shooters Party
(and then the Shooters and Fishers
Party) in 1992. In 1995 the Party
succeeded in getting John Tingle
elected into the Upper House of
NSW Parliament. This was the first
pro-shooting party member ever
elected into parliament in Australia.
In 2006 Robert Brown replaced
John Tingle. Robert Borsak was
subsequently appointed to the
NSW Upper House in 2007 to
replace Roy Smith, who sadly died
before taking office.

The year 2013 saw Rick Mazza elected to the Upper House of the Western Australian Parliament, making
the Shooters and Fishers Party the
first multi-state pro-shooting party
in Australia. In 2014 two candidates,
Jeff Bourman and Daniel Young,
were elected to the Victorian Upper
house, bringing the total representation to five across Australia.
The influence of the SFFP and its five
members cannot be overstated. Having a ‘foot in the door’ in three states
has given shooters unprecedented
access to the political process. While
there are now several friendly faces
for shooters in Australian parliament,
they are part of the major party
system and may be directed to vote
against shooters at any point. The
Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party
will NEVER have to do that. We are
unashamedly sticking up for the law
abiding firearms owners of this state
and all of our parliamentarians are
shooters themselves.
Since being elected to the Victorian
Parliament in November 2014 Jeff
Bourman and Daniel Young have

worked hard to protect the rights of
shooters. They were instrumental
in the removal of camping fees at
public camping sites around Victoria,
which has previously been free until
fees were introduced the previous
year. They have also managed to
lower the legal age of participation
in paintball in Victoria to 16, in line
with other states. This was the first
instance of a rollback of the firearms
laws in Victoria since the 1996 laws
were introduced. Jeff Bourman has
been vocal in calling for an enquiry
into the effectiveness of Victoria’s
current gun laws in reducing crime.
He has also lobbied the Government
to investigate legalising non-lethal
forms of self-defence, such as OC
spray. Daniel Young is a passionate
duck shooter who has worked hard
to ensure the future of his sport. He
has also focused strongly on water management across the State.
The Shooters, Fishers and Farmers
Party Victoria is firmly opposed to
the introduction of the Great Forest
National Park as it threatens public
land hunting and recreational access
for all Victorians.
This Federal Election marks a huge
change in the voting system, with the
current Commonwealth Government
change designed to get rid of minor
party representation. It is critical that
shooters, fishers, farmers and all
people interested in being able to ac-
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cess public land vote carefully. While
Commonwealth law has little direct
influence on the day to day shooting
legislation in each state, it does have
a direct effect on anything going in
or out of the country. The shooters of
Australia rely heavily on imports and
we need to make sure that we protect
ourselves and elect a Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Senator.
Jake Wilson is our primary Senate
candidate for Victoria in 2016. Jake is
young, passionate and determined to
make a difference. Jake was born in
Melbourne and lived in the Macedon
Ranges. He joined the Army at 17 as
a transport driver. He earned an Australian Defence Medal and Army Medallion for Exemplary Service, before
transferring to the Army Reserves in
2013 to enter civilian life. He currently
works in the security industry, living
in Geelong with his young family.
Jake is a keen supporter of military
welfare organisations and enjoys
researching military history as one of
his hobbies. Jake has been shooting
since he was 12.
Our second Senate candidate for
Victoria in 2016 is Ethan Constantinou. Ethan grew up in Gordon and
now resides in Melbourne’s north,
where he works in the concrete and
construction industry. Ethan was a
member of the Army Cadets in his
youth, as well as receiving the Duke
of Edinborough Award for his volunteer activities. He is an avid 4x4 and
organises the Patrol4x4.com meet
event every year, which has raised
several thousand dollars for charities over the years. As part of his
4x4 passion, he is an active camper
and enjoys remote area exploration.
He has been a keen shooter and
fisherman for many years and is an
advanced amateur radio operator.

Jeff Bourman MLC
Member for Eastern Victoria Region

Visit or contact my office at Unit 1/9 Napier Street, Warragul Victoria 3820
Phone: (03) 5623 2999 Fax: (03) 5623 2299

X
X YES

NO to a Great Forest National Park
NO to further restrictions on law-



abiding firearm owners

to protecting the rights of outdoor
and sporting enthusiasts and rural Victoria

I support:
•

Rural economy and growth opportunities

•

Better public transport in regional Victoria

•

The abolishment of the National Firearms
Agreement as it has zero effect on reducing
crime.

•

Abolishment of longarm registration as per
New Zealand and Canada

•

Improved facilities for fresh water and salt
water fishing

•

Improved access to public land for recreation
including hunting, 4wd’ing, fossicking and
camping

•

Introducing sports programs in to
schools, including archery

Do you or your club have a local concern or issue?
Constituency questions relate to a matter affecting or
arising from my electorate. These can be a great way to
bring local concerns to the attention of Parliament.

If you have an issue that you would like to make me aware of,
please email my office Jeff.Bourman@parliament.vic.gov.au, we
are always looking for questions from constituents to assist with or
raise in Parliament.

“It’s time that state and federal governments publically
accept the fact that they’re not going to gain anything more
from the pursuit of the law-abiding firearm owners; they
need to move on to tackling the root cause - criminals.”
This advertisement has been paid for using Jeff Bourman MP’s Electorate Office and Communications Budget

SPEAK YOUR MIND
BAMCS: Support the pollies who support you
DEAR EDITOR,
I was talking to some friends
about shooting, hunting and
collecting in general and the
subject of politics came up.
These people were so disillusioned as none of the major
parties were doing anything
for the shooting fraternity.
To investigate this, I phoned
several Commonwealth and
State ministers. I was told
that they were sympathetic to
our cause and if we voted for
them they would try to help.
I then discovered the Shooters and Fishers Party (SFP).
I asked Member for Northern
Victoria Daniel Young if he
would talk to our members
being Ballarat Arms and
Militaria Collectors Society
(BAAMCS). Daniel was much
more knowledgeable than I
expected. He is very switched
on to what is happening
and to what his party can
achieve while also being very
approachable.
The SFP has two members
in the Victorian Parliament,
being Member for Eastern
Victoria Jeff Bourman and
Daniel Young. The party’s
flyer states: ‘Since being
established in NSW in 1992,
the Shooters and Fishers
Party has built a track record
of being the voice of hunters,
shooters, fishers, rural and
regional Australia and independent-thinking Australians
everywhere. We currently
hold three seats across the
NSW and WA Legislative
Councils, and aim to extend
this success into Victoria’.
In Victoria along, the SFP
has already achieved several
beneficial results for shooters.

SFP proposed the moratorium
on the public land in eastern
Victoria, trying to stop the
State Government turning the
Great Forest National Park
into a closed National Park.
This would stop activities
such as four-wheel driving,
shooting and fishing. SFP
put forward a private member’s bill for heavier penalties
regarding the theft of firearms and a jail term of up to
20 years. The party tried to
reduce the age of persons allowed to play paint ball games
from 18 to 12 years. However,
the Government passed it at
16 years of age. These were
both SFP ideas, but were
taken on by the Labor Party

so no credit was given to SFP.
To camp on public land (in
parks) was costing $11 to $20
per night for a patch of dirt
only. Now, thanks to SFP, the
patch of dirt is free. SFP is
now trying to cut red tape on
handgun licenses.

tives in politics then we will
not have a leg to stand on.
Having a political voice is the
only way forward. This “way
forward” costs. All owners or,
their affiliate organisations,
need to realise this and chip
in asap. BAAMCS is a small

SFP is talking to other major
fraternities in the hope that
all groups will use them as a
funnel to act on their behalf
in order to keep our guns and
collectables in our hands. I
strongly suggest voting for the
SFP in the upcoming Federal
Elections and becoming a
member as I and other members did. One thing is sure, if
we do not have representa-
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in would pale in comparison
to what the larger organisations could contribute. It’s no
good money sitting the bank
if it could be better used in a
support role.
STEWART McCLELLAND
President
Ballarat Arms and Militaria
Collectors Society

Have a
laugh

WHAT’S HOT ON SOCIAL
Every day SSAA members visit the SSAA
Victoria Facebook page to discuss news,
events and current affairs relating to the
shooting sports and hunting. Over the past
two months one of our most popular posts
was about Senator David Leyonhjelm’s calls
to boycott Goodyear. The post was seen by
12,911 people, liked by 177 people
and was shared 60 times.

organisation, so what we put

Two guys are out hunting deer. The
first guy says, “Did you see that?”
“No,” the second guy says.
“Well, a bald eagle just flew overhead,”
the first guy says.
“Oh,” says the second guy.
A couple of minutes later, The first guy
says, “Did you see that?”
“See what?” the second guy asks.
“Are you blind? There was a big, black
bear walking on that hill, over there.”
“Oh.”
A few minutes later the first guy says:
“Did you see that?”
By now, the second guy is getting
aggravated, so he says, “Yes, I did!”
And the first guy says: “Then why did
you step in it?”
*SOURCE: http://jokes.skem9.co.uk/
cat/Hunting-jokes/2

Wodonga magistrate
crosses the line

A

Wodonga Magistrate has
used his position of power
to question Australia’s
firearms laws – the very laws he
was hired to uphold. Magistrate
John O’Callaghan, while trying
a Wodonga man for unsecured
firearms and steroids, implied that
all firearms would inevitably end
up in the hands of criminals. The
Magistrate went on to say that it
was “worrisome” that no quota had
been set for the number of firearms
a fit and proper person was able to
own.

The Border Mail reported on April
11 that police raided the home of
firearms owner David Palhares, 32,
his business and his father’s house
on September 3, 2015. According
to the Border Mail article, Palhares
had seven centrefire rifles, a double
barrel shotgun, three air rifles and a
.22 rimfire rifle.
Along with all of his legally owned
and safely secured firearms, police
found an unsecured Chinese-made
semi-automatic rifle and ammunition at his business. They also seized
rounds of ammunition stored in a
PVC container and box. During the
same raid, police uncovered 46 red
anabolic steroid pills and steroid oil
at the business, which the soccer

player said he used before games
and workouts.
Magistrate John O’Callaghan said
during the case that, “as long as
they’re registered you can have as
many as you want by the sounds of
it”. “I just find that odd,” he said. “I
think it just makes a mockery. We’re
coming up to the 20th anniversary of
Port Arthur. The police are working
to stop guns falling into the hands of
bad people. Surely there must be a
quota if the aims of Port Arthur are
to be fulfilled.”

The Magistrate suggested that criminals could have broken in to Palhares’ home and stolen his firearms,
resulting in “10 armed felons” with
“a bit of an armoury”. “I find it quite
worrisome that there is no quota
on the number of guns a person can
have,” he said.
His gun licence will be cancelled for
12 months and he must pay $3000
to the Royal Children’s Hospital. He
must be of good behaviour for 12
months.

Intervention orders update
In our previous article regarding Intervention Orders (Victorian Shooter,
April 2016, page 13) SSAA Victoria was unaware that there is a rather
disturbing aspect to Intervention Orders (IVO) that it needs to make
members aware of.
It has been brought to our attention (by an aggrieved member) that if
you are the respondent of an IVO and you own firearms, then it is critical
that you apply to have the firearm conditions varied.
All IVOs contain conditions relating to the surrender of both the firearms
and the licence of the owner. If you do not apply to have these conditions varied and be declared a non-prohibited person, then you remain a
prohibited person for five years even if the IVO is revoked.
It also means that the Chief Commissioner of Police (CCP) will automatically refuse a licence application until the five years has expired. You also
have no right of appeal to either the Magistrates Court or the Firearms
Appeals Committee against the CCP decision to refuse the licence.

SSAAVIC.COM.AU
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Hunting one weekend, fishing the next...

Ain’t life grand!
Did you know that as well as providing cover for your
firearms, SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd, the shooters’
insurance, can also arrange boat policies?

Let SSAAIB keep you afloat.

Call 1800 808 608
for an obligation-free quote.

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative under Australian Financial Services, Licence No. 237491, ABN 52 074 444 296.

50-cals go off with a bang
John Harbor taking part in the Inaugural 600-yard Fifty Calibre Shooters Association-Sanctioned Shoot at SSAA’s Mildura Branch on Saturday, May
14. John and his wife, Michelle, won the event and will be headed to the US for the World Titles this month. BELOW: The red earth of the Mildura
range at Cardross.

T

PAUL COHRS
President
SSAA Long Range Shooting Club

he inaugural 600-yard Fifty
Calibre Shooters Association
(FCSA) sanctioned shoot at
Mildura has attracted international
attention.

Held on Saturday, May 14, the
event was the first sanctioned event
outside of the USA and now places
50 BMG competition as a genuine
world-wide competition.
Following success at the Mildura
competition, Australian members
will be attending the World Titles this
month.

competition began at 10.30am on
Saturday and finished at 4.30pm.
Over 40 spectators and competitors
from three states attended and competed in the FCSA 600 yard event
and other competitions.

group.
The firearms used were McMillan,
Armalite and Steyr. The firearms
have as much recoil as a .308
calibre, making them managable for
more people.

The FCSA event has 10 competitors,
each one requiring membership to
the American Association prior to
competing.

The event’s success has encouraged
the club to host a FCSA-sanctioned
shoot quarterly. The dates will be
posted on the club website www.lrsc.
org.au

The event was won by husband and
wife team - John and Michelle Harbor
from Sydney. Michelle recorded the
highest score and John won the best

Firearms will be available for use on
competition days.
SEE PAGE 18 FOR PICTURES

The event has also solidified the
‘genuine reason’ for ownership of 50
BMGs in Australia.
The 600-yard factory rifle event was
chosen to allow as many competitors
to compete, as the majority of rifles
in Australia are factory standard, and
the Mildura range is 600m in length.
Practice was held on the Friday and
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50 times the fun
The 50 BMG event at SSAA’s Mildura Branch was
a massive hit with the locals and visitors from
far and wide. Here are some pictures of the
action. All images are taken by John Harbor.
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Hunting feral pigs in the
name of science

MICHEL DURAND
SSAA member

W

hen I last left you, we
were heading out from
Bourke NSW to hunt
feral pigs in the name of science.
The plan was to take blood samples
of feral pigs and have them sent to
the University of South Australia. The
aim was to test the theory that feral
pigs, which share the waterways with
birds, may carry anti-bodies for a
variety of diseases in their blood.
The property we hunted on was in
the order of 50,000 acres. On arrival
we met with the owner and were
briefed accordingly. Pigs had been
seen in some spots, but the concern
for us was they were in short supply.
We had three days in total and we
were already into day one.
The days consisted of pushing
through 38C heat, with no success
whatsoever and spotlighting late into
the evenings, with nothing to show
for our efforts. It was like aliens had
come and abducted all living animals from the property (except for
the goats which were ‘off limits’).
We even camped out at a few water
holes with the Bushnell night vision
and FLIR infrared gear. This being
the first opportunity to use such

equipment was a real eye opener.
The ability to see so clearly in the
dark, without revealing your position
was a completely new experience.
By lunchtime of day three the disappointment among the four of us was
snapping at our heels. Leave passes
from the dirty nappies and household chores are in short supply these
days. We were running out of time.
By late that afternoon, we decided to
hike through to an area that was inaccessible by vehicles, snake infested
and miles from anywhere. It was our
last opportunity, but I had a good feeling. What could possibly go wrong?
With three hours of daylight remaining, we geared up and hiked into the
scrub. Our destination was a waterhole on the map. It was surrounded
by a dry marsh and tight country. The
sand was awash in snake patterns.
As we approached the marsh, to our
surprise, the countryside opened up
literally into an oasis. Presented with
green fields, a sprinkling of gum trees
and pockets small watering holes, we
gathered together to create a plan.
Wind direction, setting sun and signs
of pigs. Then from the corner of my
eye I saw them, a small team barely
200 metres away heading across into
the marsh towards the watering hole
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A spectacular sunset at the
NSW property where Michel
Durand and his mates went
on a pig-hunting trip ‘in
the name of science’ over
Easter. INSET: Taking a
blood sample from one of
the pigs, before it was sent
to the University of South
Australia for testing.

(My heartbeat doubled
instantly). Finally we had found the
right spot.
Yet as quickly as they had appeared,
they vanished into the marsh, with
that prompt little trot that they do.
Our plan was simple. Place ourselves between the oasis and the
watering hole. We had an hour of
daylight remaining if lucky. No-one
said it, but we all felt it. We felt the
underlying pressure of finally finding
the pigs, but still possibly returning
home empty handed.
We spread out into an extended line
40 metres apart and waited.
So as it turned out, this is where
all the wild life had come to holiday. Emu’s, kangaroos, even a big
billy goat paraded by, between our
positions. Hand signals and gestures
among us kept all bemused.
But by now my patience was being
tested. Sweat and sunscreen dripped
into my now tired and stinging eyes
as the relentless 38C heat teased me.
There was a constant buzzing of flies
attempting to dive bomb my nose,
eyes and ears and now the mozzies
were warming up for their assault.
CONTINUED PAGE 20
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Snaps from our pig hunt
CLOCKWISE FROM THE LEFT: One
of the spectacular sunsets at the
NSW property. The FLIR Systems
Australia night vision gear supplied
for the project. A couple of the guys
during one of the day’s hunts. Cray
fishing was an added bonus for the
team. One of the beautiful flowers
growing in the arid soil.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

To distract myself for a moment,
I stealthily commenced to stuff a
handful of lollies into my mouth, while
trying not to eat ‘fearless fly’ and still
peer in the direction of the enemy.
The silence was abruptly interrupted
with the boom of a 308! Reggie had
spotted one. Shot after shot rang out
in lightning succession. Next Wazza
(who was immediately to my left)
joined in with his 12-gauge slugs. It
was then that I first laid eyes on him,
a nice young boar with tusks glistening in the sunset.
By now ‘old mate piggy’ had hit top
gear and wasn’t very happy with us
at all. He obviously had enough of
the amateur harassment and swung
90-degrees, which happened to be
straight in my direction.
I raised my 55-year-old Winchester
lever action, took aim through the old
iron sights and squeezed the trigger.

Click but no bang, just a rotten click. I
cycled a new round into the chamber
and the rifle jammed. At this point
the situation was looking a little dire.
You know that feeling you get deep
in your belly telling you ‘Shags this
doesn’t look good’?
Suddenly a barrage erupted by my
side as I watched the angry boar
drop not 15 yards in front of me.
Immediately to my left, Wazza and
Reggie stood panting with grin’s from
ear to ear and gnarly looks visible
through their beards.
They had both ‘saved my bacon’.
Once the dust had settled. What
seemed to take five minutes in
slow motion was actually over in 20
seconds.
After just a few minutes of banter,
we set to work in collecting the blood
samples required for the study. The
trick was to get it back to the car
fridge ASAP or our Scientific Proj-
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ect was over. Only having the one
sample meant we didn’t want to fail. It
was now dark, but with the moonlight
was casting a reasonable shadow
for the few kilometres back to the
vehicle.
The sample did make it back to the
University of South Australia and we
are yet to hear the results.
Overall, many challenges were overcome and we had a great trip. But
most of all, one boar is better than
none!
Sincere appreciation to FLIR Systems Australia and Tasco Australia
for assisting with the project by
loaning their night vision and thermal
equipment. Both the thermal and
night vision gear was instrumental on
several occasions in positively identifying our targets. If you get a chance
I highly recommend giving them a try.
And secondly, thanks to Centreway
Firearms for their trusted support.

A State Conference
with a difference

D

elegates from SSAA
Victoria’s branches and subclubs came together at the
Sandown Park Hotel on Saturday,
April 8 for a State Conference with
a difference. The SSAA Victoria
‘Our Future’ Conference 2016 saw
guest speakers SSAA National
President Geoff Jones and
Shooters and Fishers Party (SFP)
MP Jeff Bourman present to the
audience.
Geoff highlighted SSAA’s efforts to
promote juniors in shooting sports
and said the junior sponsorship program continued to be one of SSAA’s
proudest achievements. He also revealed that SSAA would introduce an
online gun sales website in the near
future. He said he continued to work
on international issues, including
fighting a potential world-wide ban
on lead-shot hunting. SSAA boasts
a membership of 177,000, Australia
wide and is on track to reach its goal
of 200,000 by 2020.
Jeff Bourman called for all shooters
to continue to monitor the National
Firearms Agreement technical review
and the Adler issues. He said SFP
needed the support of all organisations and their members to continue
fighting for shooters’ interests. The
Member for Eastern Victoria Region

Bill Woolmore contributing to the discussion at the SSAA Victoria ‘Our Future’ Conference.

called for all shooters to fight the
Greens on the duck hunting issue,
even if they weren’t duck hunters.
He warned that if the Greens’ won
the fight to ban duck shooting, then
they would move on to other hunting
pursuits.
Along with the guest speakers, a
panel of experts – including Geoff
Jones, Jeff Bourman, SSAA member
and former Field and Game Australia Chairman Russ Bate and SSAA
Victoria President Denis Moroney
– was established to answer a range
of questions. Questions posed to the
panel revolved around the National
Firearms Agreement (NFA) Technical Review, the new Range Officer
training course, encouraging more

The panel, featuring SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney, Shooters and Fishers MP Jeff
Bourman, SSAA National President Geoff Jones and SSAA member and former Field and Game
Chairman Russ Bate, was established to offer attendees the opportunity to ask questions.
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members to take on office bearer
positions in clubs, and insurance
options.
According to the panel, the NFA review was being driven by the police,
primarily those in South Australia and
Western Australia but also those in
Victoria. After failing to reach consensus in the lead up to COAG on
April 1, the States left the NFA off the
meeting agenda. The panel expects
the NFA review has been shelved
due to the election, but it will return at
some stage in the future and shooters should be ready.
On the question of engaging new
members to join sub-club and branch
committees, the panel suggested
ensuring communication with new
members was positive and supportive. Geoff Jones suggested clubs
communicate with members via
newsletters, phone calls and social
events, to ensure they felt part of a
friendly and supportive group. He
also encouraged members to reach
out and ask people, whom they
wanted, to be involved in the running
of their clubs.
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When discussing issues faced by the
shooting industry, the sub-club and
branch delegates put forward many
ideas to instigate change. The group
established that the public’s perception of shooters could make or break
the shooting sports. It also agreed
that engaging with young people
would go a long way towards ensuring the future of shooting.
Currently, gun control lobbyists’
media campaigns are generating fear
of the shooting sports and firearms
among the wider community. The
perception of hunters and sporting
shooters was an issue that came up
throughout several talking points as
something of concern to SSAA members. The branches and sub-club
delegates called for SSAA members
to ensure anything that was posted
on social media, or broadcast on
television and radio, was professional and not seen as ‘red neck’. The
notion of ‘normalising’ shooting was
also brought up by the delegates,
who wanted the public to know that
doctors, nurses, teachers etc could
also be shooters. Inviting the wider, non-shooting public to events
like come-and-try days was seen
as an integral part of changing that
perception.
Succession planning was also
brought up as an important issue
for sub-clubs and branches, and the
shooting industry as a whole. En-

SSAA member and former Field and Game
Chair Russ Bate, discussig changing the
perception of shooters. RIGHT: The
registration table.

couraging more young people
and women into the sport was
promoted as an integral way
forward and the only way to
secure to future of shooting.
Shepparton’s interschool shooting competition and Wodonga’s
use of laser rifles for juniors were
highlighted as prime examples
of how to engage young people
to become involved in the sport.
As well as encouraging more young
people onto the ranges, inviting
young people to join the SSAA
Board was suggested by a sub-club
delegate.

The
issues raised at this year’s ‘Our Future’ Conference will assist the Board
in its strategic planning and provide
valuable ideas for the State Office
team moving forward.

Some
members of
the audience
listening to
the facilitator
Greg Moon
at the SSAA
Victoria
‘Our Future’
Conference
om Saturday,
April 9.
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PROTECT YOUR VISION
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges.
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for
juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.

For more information contact the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.
Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

An unseen enemy
Victorian Shooter writer Ross Williams revisits an often unrecognised but real risk.

STOCK IMAGE

T

ROSS WILLIAMS
Victorian Shooter contributer

hey are out there, waiting —
small, mostly invisible and
able to cripple or kill.

Sadly, many of us know nothing of
the risk, so we do nothing to avoid
it and our actions easily turn us
into victims. Worse still, we won’t
know that we’ve been attacked until
months or years later, when the damage finally becomes evident.
The unseen enemy is the hydatid,
a species of small tapeworm with a
complex life cycle. Since we entered
the 21st century, the number of
adults and children diagnosed with
hydatid diseases has increased.
To avoid becoming the hydatids’
victims, we must understand their
life cycle and the risk levels. It’ll be
easier if we talk about both topics at
the same time.
Hydatids need two separate hosts,
dubbed “primary” and “intermediate”.

The primary host acts as a long-term
home for adult hydatids. These live in
its intestine and repeatedly produce
eggs, hundreds at a time, which are
voided with the host’s faeces.
Being both tiny and sticky, hydatid
eggs are invisible to the naked eye
and large numbers cling to the host’s
fur or hair, eventually contaminating
the entire coat. Many gather on the
tail — exactly where most people take
hold of a dead fox, for example.
Foxes, dingos, wild dogs and feral
cats are common primary hosts, but
sheep and cattle dogs, hunters’ dogs
and domestic cats may be primary
hosts, too.
Importantly, primary hosts show no
external signs of their infection, so
they look normal. We can’t tell the
carriers of hydatids from the rest.
Consequently, we have to treat every
predator and meat scavenger as a
potential source of hydatid infection.
No exceptions.
How big is the risk? About 10 per
cent of all foxes are infected, but in
sheep-grazing areas the percentage
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may be much higher. Furthermore, in
some sheep-grazing areas, at least
30 per cent of dingos and wild dogs
carry adult hydatids.
To put this another way: At the very
least, each and every fox presents us
with a one-in-ten risk of hydatid infection. In sheep country, the risk level
may rise to one in five or even one in
three. Similar levels of risk apply to
dingos and wild dogs. Data for feral
cats is harder to establish, but it’s felt
that they, too, represent a high risk.
Now let’s turn to the intermediate
host stage, where you and I fit into
the hydatid’s life cycle.
Because some hydatid eggs stick to
grass, other low vegetation and the
ground’s surface, grazing animals
like kangaroos, sheep, cattle and
even some deer are typical ingesters
of hydatid eggs. Thus they become
intermediate hosts. Browsers are
less vulnerable but still manage to
infect themselves, so add wallabies,
goats and more deer to the list.
CONTINUED PAGE 25

Obviously skinning counts as handling. It is perfectly possible to skin
with gloves on, the trickiest part being a fox’s tail. Experience says the
gloves used by doctors and nurses
are the best.
After all handling, scrub knife, arms
and hands vigorously with a bristle
brush and lots of soap and water.
Then rinse off before touching anything else, including firearms, vehicles and especially food.
Keep skins in a washable container
before pegging out.

Legally shot while harassing sheep, this dingo poses a one in three risk of hydatid disease.
BELOW: Though dead, foxes easily give hydatids to unwitting humans.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

Now comes the crunch. Humans,
especially hunters, are ingesters, too.
Direct contact with a primary host
transfers the unseen, sticky eggs to
our hands, arms or clothes (especially our sleeves) and from there to
our mouths. Eggs on our clothes also
enter our homes and thus put family
members at risk.

infection risk:
Wear rubber gloves when handling
dead foxes, wild dogs, dingos, cats or
any potential host. Roll your sleeves
up first. Never let the animal touch
your clothing.

Keep dogs and children away from
the carcasses of predators, scavengers, kangaroos, livestock and other
grazing herbivores.
Worm all farm and hunting dogs
every three months.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: SPECIAL THANKS GO TO
MY COLLEAGUE DR MATT DRAISMA, A COMMITTED HUNTER AND RETIRED VETERINARIAN BASED IN GIPPSLAND, WHO PROVIDED
BIOLOGICAL DATA.

Once inside us, the eggs hatch and
young hydatids migrate to various
organs, notably the liver and lungs.
Some get into the brain. Then the hydatids create large, fluid cysts, sometimes more than a litre in capacity,
causing slow but serious damage
which can be fatal. Surgical removal
can be difficult because of the possibility of rupture, which allows cysts to
multiply and spread to other organs.
Remember, hydatids have to kill their
intermediate hosts directly or weaken
them so that they either succumb
to predation or die anyway. Then,
if a predator or scavenger ingests
hydatids from an infected carcass, it
becomes a primary host, and the hydatid’s life cycle begins again. That’s
how the system works.
Obeying these six rules will cut the
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Stalk award recognises Rex

I

t was standing room only at the
SSAA Springvale Range on April
20 for the presentation of the
Inaugural Stalk Award – Sponsored
by Swarovski Optik. Deerstalkers
Club President Trevor Denis
said the innovative award was
established “to reward or celebrate
a great hunt, which adheres to the
principles of fair chase and respect
for the animal”.

The Stalk Award was introduced to
formally recognise the club’s deer
hunting achievements; provide further guidance on the meaning of “By
Fair Chase” and encourage the submission of quality hunt reports to the
Deer Sign newsletter. To qualify for
the award, each entrant must submit
a story about a hunt they go on, for
publication in the member newsletter.
To meet the ‘fair chase’ criteria, the
report must demonstrate, among
other things: applied effort both sides
of the shot; a one-to-one relationship
with the deer; hunting within one’s
competency; and hunting within the
sensory range of the deer.
The fair chase principles of the Stalk
Award were selected to complement
the Game Management Authority’s (GMA) Respect Campaign.
The Respect Campaign calls for
every hunter to be an ambassador
for recreational hunting. It calls for
hunters to respect the animals, the
hunt, the environment, other hunters,
non-hunters and the law. The campaign states, “When you are enjoying
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities,
be mindful that the future of hunting
depends on how you conduct yourself as a hunter.”
Club member Gennaro D’Alessandro
said the Stalk Award sub-Committee
deliberated over 20 hunt reports that
were submitted during 2014 and 2015
and determined Rex Willmer the winner. “This award is unique because

Game Management Authority’s Director of Game, Simon Toop, presented the inaugural Stalk
Award to Rex Willmer.

it’s not based on antler size as it is
with many clubs,” he said. In recognition of the link between the Stalk
Award and the Respect Campaign,
GMA’s director of game Simon Toop
presented the award to Rex. Simon
presented Rex with a Swarovski
Optik Z3 3-10 x 42 riflescope worth
$1290.
Rex hunted regularly in his younger
years, until life got in the way when
he was about 30. “I got married,
started a business, built a house and
sold all my guns,” he said. “The deal
was, when I retired I could get back
into it.” Rex has been semi-retired
for seven years and about four years
ago he heard the call of the hunt
once again.
“I went to four different clubs and
found the Deerstalkers to be the
most compatible with my way of
thinking. I did the Hunter Education
Course and treated it as if I knew
nothing about hunting. I asked so
many questions of the members and
they were very interested in answering my questions, and giving up good
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hunting spots.” The thing that most
attracted Rex to the Deerstalkers
was the club’s Code of Ethics, mainly
the clause about respecting the
animal.
When Rex first returned to the bush
after doing the Hunter Education
Course, he focused on improving his
bush skills, rather than shooting a
deer. “I went out and did five exploratory trips, developing my skills, reinvestigating previous experiences,”
he said. “I wanted to find animals in
an undisturbed habitat.” It was some
time before Rex actually went on a
trip with his firearm, but he learnt
many valuable skills during that time.
Unlike some other deer hunters, Rex
is more interested in the meat and
population control than the trophies,
so he generally goes for hinds.
Rex has branched out into hunting
rabbits, foxes and goats as well as
kangaroo culling at NSW farms under
permits. When it comes to deer, he’s
mainly after Sambar because they
have more meat, but has seen Fallow
in the wild.

CONTINUED PAGE 27
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Winning the competition came as a
total surprise to Rex, who only submitted his hunting story because the
Deerstalkers Committee asked for
contributions to the magazine. “After
I won the award I had a lot of guys
come up to me and congratulate me,”
he said. “Afterwards about 10 people
came up to pat me on the back and
about three of them had read the
article previously.” *See an exerpt from
Rex’s story on page 28

On the same evening, the prestigious
Clubman of the Year award was
given to Peter Dyke, who has been a
member of the club for four years. The
award carries with it a perpetual trophy
for best contribution by a non-committee member. Peter donated a two-car
garage to The Lodge at Woods Point,
which he also transported three
hours from home to deliver. “I turn up
and help out when they do a display
or shot show or any club events
and most of the working bees at the
lodge,” he said. “You’ve got to care.
I am dedicated to the Deerstalkers
Club and care about the way hunting
is going for future generations.”

All of the winners of the photo competition after collecting their prizes.

category was Jordan Wright, whose
picture (1) of a Hog deer in the bush
blew the judges away. Omiro Tolios
won the hunting interest category
with his picture (2) of a Sambar deer.
Gerry Grundy took out the game
camera category for his still image
of a Sambar stag reaching up to eat
some leaves. Finally, Jordan Wright
also won the natural history category
for his spectacular picture (3) of an
echidna on the side of a road.

On the same evening the Deerstalkers Club announced the winners
of its photo competition. Members
submitted their best pictures in the
following categories: Deer in the wild,
hunting interest, video, game camera
photo/video and natural history. Deer
in the wild called for photos of wild
deer not confined to a pen or paddock; hunting interest was a broad
category for photos of confined live
animals, wild animals other than
deer, dead animals, trophies, habitat
and CPM endeavours; video was
for clips of a minimum 90 seconds
in length; game camera was for any
content recorded on a game camera
and natural history was for photos of
fauna, flora and landscapes in the
native state.
The winner of the deer in the wild

1

2
3
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An excerpt from Stalk Award winner, Rex Willmer’s, story ...

‘My first Sambar’

… I know I will get some flack for this but I intentionally went scouting/stalking without my rifle over
several months. The reason was I didn’t want to be
tempted to take a shot at the first deer I saw while I
was developing my hunting skills, so I covered a lot of
different country.
I was able to find good signs, follow them, and
predictably found several Samba and Fallow in their
beds, on game trails and at longer distances in farm
fringe country. I found 5 Fallow deer by first watching a wallaby on the opposite face - he was feeding
upwind on a game trail but for over an hour his ears
only listened downwind, he knew something was
there but wasn’t sure what.
Eventually a Fallow spikey fled up the game trail and
off into cover. When out of sight I moved around the
face to sit and wait again. The wallaby is now 200 m
up the system but it’s still listening. Thirty minutes
later a Fallow doe and calf came out through some
blackberries then they were back into cover. I stood
up and disturbed two deer from their beds nearby - I
don’t know who got the bigger fright!
I reckoned I was about ready, so planning a hunt
was next, using a Topo map and Google earth.
I decided to concentrate on a meat hunt with an
experienced mate in farm fringe country at first light.
But things don’t always go as planned because on
this hunt with my rifle I spotted a 27” Stag in hard
velvet at 300m from a high point on the range from
the ridgeline sitting back on a tree stump.
The meat hunt idea went out the door as I closed
the distance to under 100m but was so stuffed from
the rugged terrain I wasn’t confident about taking
the shot. Maybe I would injure the animal and then
spend the rest of the day in really steep terrain trying
to finish it off. So big of me, I let him go!!
My next hunt was solo and again for meat, this time in
the same State forest where I encountered my helpful
wallaby. Steep country with good sign; a good sit and
wait spot overlooking a system where three valley
heads converged into a ravine; a main game trail coming down a creek line; steep rock benches and game
trails contouring back and forth up the opposite face.
I planned this hunt to follow a week of constant rain
and the last three nights at around 2 degrees, expecting the deer would likely be out earlier and back
in later to replenish the larder.
At 3pm luckily I checked the breeze before I set off,
the wind changed from the previous night’s forecast
now requiring an extra 2.5 km detour to my planned
sit and wait position overlooking the opposite face.
Now being time short I detoured and stalked in

sneakers, face mask, gloves and some blaze camo
(thanks Pat) and with my breach open, muzzle taped
and the scope on 3x. Glassing as I went, I was more
focussed on getting there than finding an animal on
the same face that I was contouring in daylight.
At around 5 o’clock I found my spot using my topo
map and checked where I was on google earth (as
I still haven’t got myself a hiking GPS). Using Pat’s
advice I made myself comfortable and became at
one with the bush and was accepted by the birdlife
that could have ambushed my hunt.
I sat in wait, checked the breeze again with my powder ( the lighter didn’t indicate much at all ). Taking
Barry Pain’s advice I started ranging some rocks
and stumps etc in likely shooting zones so I could
plan my shots effectively if something popped up
unexpectedly.
After about an hour’s wait I could see a fully grown
Sambar hind and a six month old calf 60 m below me
and at 200 m on a game trail that crisscrossed the
creek. I waited for her to climb to a rock bench out of
the creek and whilst she was behind cover I closed
the distance to about 150 m.
As I said earlier I walked in on 3x in case I walked
something up! And forgot to wind it out to 12x for
shooting face to face as I had been glassing with my
binos and hadn’t looked through the scope since I
left camp ( won’t do that again).
I was in wait behind a good tree rest as she reappeared from cover and quartered away now facing
uphill away from me. I was confident of the shot and
I decided to take it now as the face being so steep
for her to present broadside wasn’t going to happen
any time soon!
I took the shot on 3x - using Tavi’s advice I angled the
shot down and forward but I hurried the shot and it
was way behind the shoulder, exiting her lower chest
and likely above the heart, not through it as planned.
She took off uphill, the follow up shot was taken
about 20 sec later when she changed angles again
but still facing uphill. She came to a stumbling stand.
I took this shot then not knowing if she she was done
or had enough in the tank to bolt. This shot was
also from above, my aim was for the mid spine but I
rushed this shot - it entered about 150 mm below the
spine not on it, exiting about 300 mm lower and not
what I planned, but she dropped at the shot and slid
about 10m downhill where she came to a precarious
rest on the face.
CONTACT THE STATE OFFICE ON 8892 2777
IF YOU WANT TO READ THE FULL STORY.
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CPM support doubled
interest and concern.
•

Facilitate consultation between
Parks Victoria and SSAA Victoria
with opportunities for input prior
to policy decisions, in areas of
mutual interest and concern.

•

Provide opportunities for future
co-operative projects between
Parks Victoria and SSAA
Victoria.

•

Recognise controlled and targeted pest animal control programs
as a legitimate activity on land
managed by Parks Victoria.

The CPM program has now grown
to more than 18 operations across
the State, involving more than 7621
volunteer hours last year alone.
The volunteers involved in the CPM
program have been accredited
because of their understanding of
the location, their hunting experience
and marksmanship, and knowledge
of responsible animal control.
Across the State the CPM operators
assist with controlling populations
of foxes, pigs, goats, rabbits, hares,
cats and several species of deer.
SSAA Victoria has secured Victorian Government funding for the Conservation and Pest
Management program, for the next four years.

T

he Victorian Government
has committed to
doubling its funding of
the Conservation and Pest
Management (CPM) program over
the next four years.

Environment Minister Lisa Neville
pledged to support the program for
another four years “in recognition of
the important role the Association
plays in helping control pests and
feral animals”.
SSAA Victoria first signed a Memo-

randum of Understanding with Parks
Victoria in 2007 to assist with pest
management on State-owned land.
The Memorandum is intended to:
•

•

Conserve, protect and enhance
environmental and cultural assets, with the help of accredited
CPM volunteers.
Establish a framework for communication, cooperation and
partnership between Parks Victoria and SSAA Victoria to assist
one another in areas of mutual

SSAAVIC.COM.AU

The frequency of the operations
varies from twice weekly to weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, with other operations run on an ‘as needed’ basis.
SSAA Victoria CPM Manager Rhys
Coote said the Government’s commitment to continue the program was
testament to all the CPM-accredited
volunteers involved in the program.
“Over the past nine years, our volunteers have proved that pest animals
can be controlled in a professional
and humane way, through the use of
skilled and accredited volunteers,” he
said.
CONTINUED PAGE 30
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“Since introducing this program,
we have seen significant improvements to one of Victoria’s most
well-known tourist attractions,
Werribee Park, where the rabbit
population is now under control.
“We have also been involved in
a Victorian first, when Wilsons
Promontory National Park was
closed for the first time since WWII
last year for conservation. During
that closure our volunteers worked
with Parks Victoria and Australian
Deer Association to control Hog
Deer and protect significant flora
and cultural sites.
“The latest commitment from the
State Government will ensure
more endangered flora and fauna
will be protected from feral animals, through professional and
regular control programs.”
Rhys praised the Parks Victoria
staff for their hard work in ensuring
the program was run efficiently
and achieved its intended outcomes over the past several years.
“The Parks Victoria staff are there
day in and day out to strategically
plan operations and provide safety
briefings and support to our volunteers,” he said. “Their contribution
is immeasurable.”
The CPM program has also provided a platform for ADA and SSAA
Victoria to work constructively for
the better of the shooting sports.
“The relationship we have with
ADA is exceptional,” Rhys said.
“Volunteers from both Associations provide support and advice to each other and work well
together under the guidance of
Parks Victoria.
“I’m confident those relationships
with Parks and ADA will continue
to strengthen even more over the
next four years.”

CPM operations

SSAA Victoria currently runs more than a dozen CPM operations with Parks
Victoria. Below is a list of each of the operations. If you are a CPM-accredited
member of SSAA Victoria and would like to get involved in any of the above
operations, apply by contacting the CPM Manager Rhys Coote at the State Office on 03 8892 2777. Alternatively, email rhys.coote@ssaavic.com.au, with the
operation you would like to be involved in, your contact details and availability.
Plenty Gorge Park
Animal: Foxes
Objective: To protect 16 Flora and
Fauna Guarantee listed fauna species
and 35 Victorian rare or threatened
fauna species
Point Cook Coastal Park
Animal: Rabbits, foxes and cats
Objective: Protection of vegetation in
general
Werribee Park
Animal: Rabbits, foxes and cats
Objective: The protection of Heritage
Gardens, small plants and orchard
Dandenong Ranges National
Park (NP)
Animal: Fallow and Sambar deer
Objective: Protection of the cool
temperature rainforest
Warramate Hills Nature Conservation Reserve (NCR)
Animal: Fallow and Sambar deer
Objective: Allow for revegetation of
the area
Yellingbo NCR
Animal: Fallow and Sambar deer
Objective: Protection of Helmeted
Honeyeater, Leadbeaters Possum and
Revegetation; Eucalyptus Camphora
swamp community
Point Nepean NP
Animal: Foxes
Objective: Protection of Long-Nosed
Bandicoot, White-Footed Dunnart
and Painted Button Quail
Murray Sunset NP
Animal: Goats
Objective: Protection of semi-arid
woodland
Murray Sunset NP
Animal: Goats, pigs, foxes and cats
Objective: Protect pine/Buloke woodlands and the Riverine floodplain
Various reserves around Bendigo and Heathcote
Animal: Foxes
Objective: To protect native fauna
and livestock from predation from
red fox
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Wallaby Gully NCR
Animal: Foxes
Objective: Protect native fauna and
livestock from predation from red fox
Barmah NP
Animal: Pigs
Objective: Protect wetlands and Moira Grass from rooting, trampling and
wallowing
You Yangs Regional Park
Animal: Goats
Objective: Protect Brittle Greenhood
Serendip Sanctuary
Animal: Rabbits
Objective: Reduce fox numbers while
protecting small native animals and
neighbouring farmers livestock. Reducing hare and rabbit numbers will
protect vegetation.
Mt Napier State Park
Animal: Goats
Objective: To reduce grazing pressure inside the reserve and neighbouring farmland. Also the possibility
for eradication.
Jarvis Creek Regional Park
Animal: Goats
Objective: Reduce/eradicate feral goats from within Jervis Creek
Regional Park in order to reduce
environmental damage and assist the
regeneration of plant communities.
Mittamatite
Animal: Goats
Objective: Reduce/eradicate feral
goats in order to reduce the environmental damage and assist the
regeneration of plant communities.
Wilsons Promontory NP
Animal: Hog deer
Objective: Protect sites and flora of
significance
Bogong High Plains
Animal: Sambar deer
Objective: Parks Victoria will be
commencing a deer control trial to
investigate whether ground shooting
can be used to mitigate deer impacts
on high value assets, including Alpine
Peatlands in selected areas of the
Alpine National Park.

Huge crowd
takes part in
ladies day

Melbourne’s Tess Li enjoying her first go at pistol shooting during SSAA Shepparton Branch’s inaugural Ladies Come and Try Day. BELOW: The
crowd waiting for their first shoot.								
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

M

ore than 80 women
headed to SSAA’s
Shepparton Branch in
mid-April for the inaugural Ladies
CAT (Come-and-Try) Day, blowing
the organisers away. Interest in the
event snowballed just days after
event organiser Marion Barnes
announced it in an SSAA member
e-newsletter in early February.
Within days the Shepparton team
made the decision to expand
enrolment numbers from 60
to 70 to cater to the growing
demand. But when almost 100
people arrived at the gates on the
Saturday – with many spectators
and partners coming along to
witness the women in action – they
were over the moon.

“A father called me day after the
Ladies CAT Day to thank me because his 16-year-old daughter has
so much fun that she was applying
for her junior license the next day,”
Marion said. We’ve also got several
women that have signed up to the
club since. A few ladies have contacted us to ask what kind of rifles
they should buy because they want
to attend the range regularly. We will
run another triple discipline day next
year, but we’re also doing a shotgun
day in September.”
Among the people who signed up for
the day was a woman driving nine
hours from Sydney and a 71-year-old
woman. A car load of seven women
from the Country Women’s Associ-

ation of Australia made their way to
the range for the day of fun, along
with people from Mansfield, Yarrawonga, Deniliquin and Melbourne.
First-time rifle shooter Vicky Frampton was hitting all the targets and
credited her Range Officer Andrew
for his top teaching skills. “I think it’s
addictive and it’s a lot of fun,” she
said. “I’ll certainly be bringing my
daughter down for a go.”
SSAA Victoria Chief Executive
Officer Jack Wegman congratulated the Shepparton Branch on a job
well done. “Shooting is one of very
few sports where men and women
compete on an even playing field,” he
said.
CONTINUED PAGE 32

“It was hugely successful,” Marion
said. “We managed to introduce 84
new women to shooting on that day,
and the flow-on effects will be much
greater. When I left at 4.30pm there
were women still there shooting because they enjoyed it so much they
didn’t want to go home. I’ve been
getting texts and phone calls ever
since from women asking when we’re
doing another one.
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Nong Fitzpatrick concentrating hard on her
target during the rifle component of the
come and try day. INSET: Little Sophie
Coombs, 2, pictured with dad, Nathan,
watching mum have a go at shotgun
shooting.
PICTURE: Caitlin Pearson

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31

“We should be proud that shooting
is leading the way in gender equality
and encouraging more women and
junior females to come down to the
ranges and have a go,” Jack said.
“Many of the men in leadership positions at our sub-clubs and branches
have been scratching their heads for
years, wondering how to get more
women into the sport. Branch President Geoff Morton, Junior Vice President Tony Connell, Marion Barnes
and the team at SSAA’s Shepparton
Branch have shown us the way.”

but they got behind me. Without
Geoff Morton and Tony Connell
being so positive and supporting me in this and without the
volunteers we never would have
achieved this. All of the members
volunteered their time to help pull
this off.”

“While I was available to do a
lot of the preparations in the lead up
to the day, I was working in Melbourne the week before it and didn’t
get home until late on Friday night,”
Marion said. “So, they were on their
own for the final stretch and they
were fantastic. They camped at the
As well as trying the .22 rifles, the
range the night before the Ladies
ladies tried pistol and shotgun shootCAT Day to help set up overnight
ing in groups, with a ratio of at least
and early in the morning. These guys
one Range Officer to one shooter.
had to make several different types
Ensuring the day ran smoothly and
of salads the night before to feed
the women had fun and were safe,
to the hordes because when you’re
was a team effort by the Shepparton
down the pistol end of the range no
Branch. “I want to recognise the forone can be down at the club. We had
ward thinking of the SSAA Shepparto be really organised to allow the
ton Branch in allowing this day to go
women to finish pistol and rifle shootforward,” Marion said. “I had the idea
ing then come
straight down
Vicky Frampton enjoyed rifle
the other end
shooting so much that she
planned to get her daughter
for lunch.”
involved in the sport.

The event was
sponsored by
some of the
biggest names
in the industry,
along with local
businesses, including Beretta
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Australia, Winchester Australia,
SSAA Victoria, Northern Victoria
Ammo Supplies, OneShot Australia, Fowles Wines, Bella Satori, and
Henry Repeating Arms (America).
Fowles Wines Avenel donated the
major prize of six bottles of Ladies
Who Shoot Their Lunch, which was
taken home by founding member
of the branch Doug Rodgers. The
event drew so much attention from
locals that WIN News came down to
film the ladies in action. The Ladies
CAT Day featured on the Shepparton
news the following week.
Following the success of the April
16 Ladies CAT Day, the Shepparton
branch has committed to a Ladies
Pink Ribbon Fundraiser later in the
year. On September 23 the branch
will host a 50-target shotgun shooting day for novice, intermediate
and open category competitors for
just $35 per head, including lunch.
Ten dollars of the ticket price will go
directly to the Pink Ribbon Foundation for breast cancer research and
support services.
CONTINUED PAGE 29

SSAA Shepparton President Geoff Morton (centre),
Secretary Tony Connell and Ladies Come and Try
Day organiser Marion Barnes. BELOW: Organiser
Marion Barnes with SSAA Shepparton Branch founding
member Doug Rodgers, who won the major prize of
six bottles of Ladies Who Shoot Their Lunch, donated
by Fowles Wines Avenel.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34

Lunch-only tickets are also available,
with 50 per cent of the ticket price
going directly to the foundation.
“On the back of the success of the

Ladies CAT Day we’ve had so many
women want to come back,” Marion said. “Sadly, because we were
running over time, some women had
to leave before they had a go at the
shotgun shooting. So we want to give
them the opportunity to have a go at

shogun and recognise the great work
that the Pink Ribbon Foundation
does for women and their families.”
For more information about the Ladies Pink Ribbon Fundraiser contact
Marion Barnes on 0438 522 082.

Your loyalty means the world to us
We would like to extend a very special thank you to our 50-year members. Your ongoing loyalty and support
has contributed to SSAA becoming the largest shooting Association in the country.
W. ADAMSON, M. LE BRUN, K. MC LEOD, JOHN MURPHY, H. WITTEVEEN

SSAA Victoria would also like to thank the following members, who have now been supporting the Association
for 25 years.
H. ALBERT, CHRIS BANHIDY, ROBERT BINGHAM, MARK BLACKER, J. BULLIVANT, D. CAMPBELL, P. COVERDALE, VINCE
D’AMICO, W. DAVIES, PAUL DEAN, JAMES FINCH, TASIOS GOUSSIS, R. GRELLET, DENE GROVES, HEINRICH GUNTHER,
P. GURKIN, ANDREW HASSETT, JONATHAN HEPNER, GEOFFREY HORRIGAN, ALLAN HOSE, ROBERT ISER, F. JACKSON,
ROBERT JACOBS, JIM KAPRANOV, J. KENT, J. LLOYD, S. MAVROUDIS, PAUL MC CARTHY, WILLIAM MCCARDEL, DAVID
MCDERMOTT, JOHN MCINTYRE, SCOTT MCINTYRE, BARRY MCLEOD, J. MCMENAMAN, J. MONTGOMERY, RONALD
MOON, G. MORONEY, NORMAN NICHOLAS, ALBERT PERRETT, GARRY ROBINSON, A. SCHEEL, A. SIBONIS, P. SIKACEK, G.
SPICUZZA, R. STACKHOUSE, A. SZCZEPNY, A. TAGLIERI, T. TSOKAS, RICK WALLDER, A. WAUGH, KEITH WOOD
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Getting a
Category
C licence

T

he application process
for obtaining a Category
C licence depends on the
reason a person is seeking the
licence. There are a number
of genuine reasons under the
Firearms Act 1996 (the Act), that
allow people to own, possess and
use this category of firearms*.

The Act outlines the genuine reasons
for having for a Category C licence
and they are:
•

Primary production

•

Professional hunting

•

Clay target shooting

•

An official, commercial or
prescribed purpose or for a
purpose authorised by an Act
or regulations

•

Possessing a Category C
longarm, being a shotgun,
for the carriage and use by
the holder of a junior licence
for the purpose of clay target
shooting

If the applicant has a genuine need
to possess, carry or use a category
C firearm (as above), they must also
provide reasons for requiring the
licence, which cannot be satisfied by
a Category A or B firearm or by other
means.

amount of their income is as a result
of working the property. There are
a number of documents and details
that are considered proof of this fact.
They are:

must be able to show that they are
substantially dependent on hunting
as a source of income.

1. Copy of a recent rates notice
(within the past 12 months).

The applicant will also have contracts
or formal letters of engagement from
properties and business for the control of pests and vermin.

2. Australian Business Number
(ABN).

Clay target shooting

3. A letter from a tax agent (accountant) declaring the person
is carrying on the business
of primary production, which
accords with the Australian Tax
Office assessment criteria.
4. A copy the most-recent income tax assessment.
5. The type of primary production business conducted on the
property.
6. The size of the property.

Below is a guideline for any readers
interested in a Category C licence

A manager or full-time employee of a
primary producer is eligible to apply
under this genuine reason, provided
they have a letter from an employer
stating that they are employed by the
business.

Primary production

Professional hunting

An owner or lessee (share farmer)
needs to show that a substantial

If wishing to use professional hunting
as a genuine reason, an applicant
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The issue of a Category C licence
for clay target shooting relies on the
applicant being physically unable
to participate in competition clay
target shooting using a Category A
shotgun. The applicant would need
a doctor’s certificate outlining the
condition and explaining that the
continued participation in clay target
shooting would be possible by using
a Category C shotgun (semi-automatic or pump action).
The applicant would also need to be
a current member of an approved
clay target club or organisation.
There is also provision for the Chief
Commissioner of Police (CCP) to issue a Category C licence if an applicant can provide evidence that they
possessed a registered semi-automatic or pump-action shotgun prior
to November 15, 1996, and that on
that day they were a member of an
approved clay target club.
CONTINUED PAGE 35
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If the applicant is using this reason
they must remain a member and
participate in at least four shooting
events throughout the year to maintain the genuine reason.
In respect of approved clubs, the applicant must be a member of a club
that is affiliated with:
1. The Australian Clay Target
Association,
2. The Field and Game Australia Incorporated, or
3. The Field and Game Federation of Australia Incorporated.
Of the three choices, membership
of the Australian Clay Target Association gives the added benefit of
being the only club recognised by
Customs and the Attorney General’s
Department if a person wished to

purchase and import a new Category
C firearm.
When purchasing a second-hand
firearm, the applicant is confined to
second-hand firearms which are in
the country and membership of any
of the above clubs is considered a
genuine reason.

Possession on
behalf of a Junior
Licence-holder
Anyone over the age of 18 years
can apply for a Category C licence,
to possess a shotgun that is for
the use and carriage of a Junior
Licence-holder. The Junior Licence-holder must also be authorised to use and carry a Category C
firearm while under instruction and
participating in clay target shooting.
Juniors are unable to possess fire-

arms under their Junior Licences, so
a licenced adult must be the registered owner of a Category C firearm
for use by the junior only at a clay
target range. The adult’s Category
C firearm is only valid until the junior
reaches the age of 18.

Official/
commercial/
prescribed purpose
If applicants wish to use this reason for the Category C licence,
they will need to contact Licensing
and Regulation Division to discuss
the type of documentary evidence
required. There is very little information available about this reason or
the evidence required to support the
application.
1. Firearms Act 1996 s11

The magnificent seven

BOB COOPER AKA SAMBUCA
Little River Raiders

I

t was Friday morning March
11. Cowboys and cowgirls
were on the trail to take part
in the 2016 Victorian Single
Action State and Territorial
Championships at the Bendigo
Pistol Club over the coming
Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

They came from Queensland,
NSW, South Australia, Tasmania
and Victoria and the weather was
hot and dusty in keeping with that
great movie The Magnificent Seven,
which was the theme of the event.

According to our spy in the sky
(modern cowboys have drones as
well) we had some 50 caravans
and tents on site for the weekend
to cater for a majority of the 90plus competitors.
The catering was all systems go
and the tucker at Bendigo never
disappoints.
Saturday started with side events
in pistol, rifle and shotgun, followed
by three stages in the afternoon,
six stages on Sunday and the
final three stages on Monday. The
weekend competition was capped
off by a shootout between the top-
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12 cowboys and top-four cowgirls.
The top-five cowboys for the weekend were Cool Hand Luke, John
Slocum, Bad 4 U, Judge Ruger
and Tumbleweed Wagon (who is a
junior, by the way) and the top-five
cowgirls were Miss Lead (also a
junior), Ruby Morgan, JayBird,
Arizona Pearl and Molly Johnson.
With 22 categories shot over the
weekend to cater for varying age
groups, as well as special categories such as Gun Fighter, there
would be too many to list in this
article.
CONTINUED PAGE 36
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I can also say that 15 cowboys/cowgirls shot the competition clean – that means they
didn’t miss any targets over
the whole weekend.
Cool Hand Luke took out both
the State and Territorial Championship titles for cowboys and
Miss Lead both the State and
Territorial Championship titles
for cowgirls. Congratulations
to them both on a fantastic display of Single Action shooting.
Saturday evening was quite
relaxed so after dinner many
sat and watched the movie
The Magnificent Seven. I think
some were looking for tips
for the next day, while others
rehydrated for the coming day.
Sunday evening was ‘formal
night’ so we all donned our
finery of fancy dresses and
frockcoats (I wore the latter
but one cowboy was a little
confused) for a slap-up trail

dinner followed by a raffle and some impromptu
acts from a few of the
cowboys and cowgirls.
The raffle had a wide range
of prizes kindly donated by a
number of sponsors. About 90
people vied for the main raffle
– the Stoeger Coach Gun – and
congratulations should go to
Ned Smith, the winner.
Monday afternoon came
around quickly enough and
all of a sudden we were
saying goodbye to new and
old friends, hitching up and
heading for home.
A special thank you to all
those that made the effort to
travel from interstate.
Congratulations Bendigo
Pistol Club and The Range
Riders for a great shoot. We’ll
be back next year.

For full results, visit ssaa.org.
au/singleaction

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Miss Lead both the State
and Territorial Championship titles for cowgirls. Judge Ruger,
left, and Long Haired Jim enjoyed the shoot-off. Single Action
enthusiasts on their way to dinner.
PICTURE: Mark Rogers of Hound Dog Studios
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1

2
On Saturday, April 9 members of SSAA Victoria and other volunteers
assisting with building exclusion fences at Mt Bullfight to protect the
habitat of the endangered Alpine Tree Free. Sambar deer can carry
the Chytrid Fungus, which is deadly to the frogs, by wallowing in
infected water bodies and potentially transferring mud from one site
to another. The trampling and wallowing could also destroy the habitat
that Alpine Tree Frogs need to survive, which is why the project was
undertaken. Pictured is: 1. Equipment for building the fences was
flown to the location by helicopter. 2. A wallow that it now surrounded
by an exclusion fence to prevent deer from entering. 3. The team of
volunteers involved in the project. 4. The view of the mountains from
the project location. 5. Tadpoles found at the site.

3

5

4

John Slocum finishing off with the shotgun under the watchful eye of the
range officer, Mohawk.
PICTURE: Mark Rogers of Hound Dog Studios

Cool Hand Luke took out both the State and Territorial Championship
titles for cowboys at the Bendigo Pistol Club in March.
		
PICTURE: Mark Rogers of Hound Dog Studios
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Got some pictures to share?
If you have taken some recent pictures of
yourself or friends at the ranges, an event
or out on a hunt, send them to the editor
for inclusion in our new ‘Around the Traps’
section. Email caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.
com.au or drop them into the State Office.

Some of the women at the Shepparton Ladies Come and Try Day show true talent with
the pistol shooting.
The massive
crowd of
women
being
briefed
before
trying pistol
and rifle
shooting at
the SSAA
Shepparton
Ladies
Come and
Try Day.
Deerstalkers Club recently held awards for its members.
Gerry Grundy took out the game camera category of the
photographic awards for his still image of a Sambar stag
reaching up to eat some leaves.

Stuart Coggin’s picture of these Chital deer came second in ‘deer in the
wild’ category of the Deerstalkers Club’s photography competition.
Ross Herman’s picture of these Chital deer came third in
the Deerstalkers Club’s photography competition ‘deer in
the wild’ category.

The crowd at the SSAA Victoria ‘Our Future’ Conference
on Saturday, April 9, listening to a presentation.

Dozens of volunteers attended the Deer Stalkers Volunteers Dinner at the Universal.
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DEER STALKERS
CLUB

ARMS & MILITARIA
COLLECTORS CLUB
The AMCC is a club that caters for people
who have an interest in older-type firearms and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group made up of very
keen members who have an extensive
knowledge of most firearms, books and
cartridges. If you have the same hobbies
then you must belong to a nominated
collectors club to obtain a collector’s
licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range
and meet on the first Thursday of each
month at 8pm.

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 minutes west of Bendigo)
General shooting: First and third
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for
members. Undercover benches, target
frames supplied. 25, 50, 100, 200m.
Safety and Family Firearms Education (SAFFE) Program: Second
Sunday each month from 10am to noon.
$6 (ammunition cost). Basic training for
beginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.
Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire,
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for
a copy.
Contact: Branch President Vic Alexander, 0438 353 425
Website: ssaabendigo.com.au
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: PO Box 1098			
Bendigo, Vic. 3552

Benchrest Practice First Saturday
each month

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the
third Wednesday of each month and
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is
our suggestion to come along for a few
meetings and see if you like the feel of
the club before you join.

Military Rifle

First Sunday each
month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Practice

Second Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Second Sunday
each month

The club arranges talks on hunting and
gear selection at its meets, and each
year there is free hunter training for
members.

Big Game Rifle
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday
each month

Muzzle Loaders

Third Saturday
each month

Benchrest
Competition

Third Sunday each
month

Little River Raiders Single Action

Third Sunday each
month

Pistol Silhouette

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday
each month

Little River Sporting Clays Shoot
- Competition

Fourth Sunday
each month

Rifle Competition*

Fourth Sunday
each month

For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

EAGLE PARK
RANGE

For further details, contact the State
Office between 9am to 5pm on 03 8892
2777 or email Robert Lemm at amccvic@
optusnet.com.au

BENDIGO
BRANCH

Schedule of events

The Eagle Park Range caters for all
disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. The
main range caters for all rifles, from air
rifles to the largest calibres. The range is
approved to 500m, for all rifle calibres.
Opening hours:
Friday 9am – 5pm
Saturday 9am – 5pm
Sunday 9am – 5pm
Monday 9am – 5pm
Phone: 03 5283 1575
The range is home to the following
Clubs:
•

3rd Military District Shooting Sports
Club

•

Big Game Rifle Club

•

Little River Raiders Single Action

•

Little River Sporting Clays

•

Melbourne Benchrest Club

•

Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club

•

Practical Pistol League of Australia

•

Victorian Muzzle Loaders

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette

•

Arms and Militaria Collectors Club

•

Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club

•

Youth Training Scheme

Website: ssaavic.com.au/index.php/
clubs-branches/clubs
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*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle,
Metallic Silhouette, 3 Position and novelty shoots.
Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors
firearm safety and correct shooting techniques. The Eagle Park Youth Training
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of
the month.

FIELD HUNTERS
CLUB
To help foster and develop hunter ethics,
hunter training and opportunity.
To foster the sustainable use of game.
To improve hunting for the future.
The club was set up in the late 1980s
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to
foster camaraderie among their fellow
hunters. The club offers a relaxed,
friendly and casual environment, with
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over 250 active members. Come along to
one of our general meetings to see what
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or
a meal at Bruno’s café. General meetings
are held on the first Wednesday of every
month except January, at the Springvale
SSAA Range 714-716 Princes Highway
from 7.30 pm.

is a great way for members to chat and
organise hunts among themselves, so
you could soon find that you have too
much hunting available and not enough
time to fit it all in.

We strive to provide members with both
hunting opportunities and training. There
are plenty of opportunities for members
to get out and do what they joined for
and that is to hunt. As a bonus, you
meet like-minded hunters and often form
lifelong friendships.

•

Feral Animal Control Program hunts.

•

Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize
of $1500 for any hunting-related
equipment.

•

Aussie Disposals discount night.

•

Weekly fox drives, held in South
Gippsland.

If you are looking for an active hunting
club then look no further.

•

4WD training course

•

Field to Fork game meet tasting
night.

Member benefits include:

•

NSW R-Licence pig and goat hunts.

• Access to the FREE extensive hunting
DVD library.

•

Butchering and techniques.

•

Pistol shooting.

• The monthly newsletter.
• Guest speakers from a wide range
of organisations, governing bodies or
training providers, keeping members
informed about what’s happening in the
hunting space.

In the past few months the club has delivered the following events to members:

Pictures of recent events:

• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, normally
$20.
• Organised hunting trips, including:
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck
shooting as pest control on rice crops
during November and December, NSW
R-Licence hunts, weekly organised fox
drives during the cold months.
• On top of this, members have direct access to the club’s own Feral Animal Control Program, which has access to a major
area of prime hunting throughout Victoria,
all within two hours of Springvale.
If you’re thinking of getting into or back
into hunting, and want to get on the
ground on a variety of different properties on a monthly or fortnightly basis
then we are the club for you and your
friends.
Our own Feral Animal Control Program
hunts provide a platform that offers
guidance and training to enhance member skills and safety in the field since we
introduced this platform members have
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77
foxes.
On top of all of this the club has a closed
Facebook group, just for members. This
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So what are you waiting for, expand
your hunting horizon and come see for
yourself.
Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay
for membership online.

LITTLE RIVER
RAIDERS
Little River Raiders is a Single Action
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle
Park Range, at Little River. Single Action
shooting is a living history sport which
uses the firearms of the American ‘Old
West’.
Participants are required to adopt a
persona typical of the era, and to dress
accordingly, so a darned good sense of
humour comes in handy for those who
want to join in.
Club competitions are held on the third
Sunday of every month. We shoot coach
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols,
lever- and pump-action rifles. Black
powder – cartridge and percussion
pistol – is also a recognised category
of Single Action, and our black powder
shooters add to the atmosphere, with
lots of smoke and noise to entertain all.
Shooter categories are established so as
to cater for all age groups, both sexes,
and different skill mixes.
We also have long-range rifle competitions where speed is not as important as
accuracy. These events use single shot,
lever- and pump-action rifles ranging
from .22 to big bore buffalo rifles.
All matches are run under the rules of
the Single Action Shooting Society.
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are
based on the ‘Old West’ – either incidents out of history, or our translation
of classic Western movies or the old TV
series.
Visitors are welcome to come along to
any of our competitions and, if they like,
they may try their hand at Single Action
shooting under instruction. The only
thing you need is a desire to enjoy yourself and have fun with people dressed
in cowboy gear, using period firearms or

faithful replicas.
For further information please look us up
at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or contact the Secretary Tiresome (aka Tony
Mussert) 0427 053 540 or email littleriverraiders@yahoo.com.au

LITTLE RIVER
SPORTING CLAYS
Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd,
Little River.
We aim to provide a wide variety of clay
targets using our amazing terrain to
provide shooters with a great experience.
All levels of shooters are welcome with
many seasoned hands available to provide direction and advice. We encourage
our shooters to join our club and become
involved in setting up the grounds.
Please give us a call or send an email.
Our practice days are on the second
Sunday of each month running from
10am-5pm. The cost is $10 for 30 targets
and you can shoot as many rounds as you
wish. We are also able to set up particular
practice targets for you wherever possible.
Our competition days are the fourth
Sunday of each month with nominations
opening at 9.30am and closing at 10.30am.
The competition usually consists of 75
targets at a nomination cost of $45, less
for ladies, juniors and pensioners and
sub juniors shoot for free. Our last competition day was August 24, with Simon
Sammut winning overall, with a great
score of 71. We have prizes for each
grade including vets, ladies, juniors and
sub juniors.
We ran our first Vince Panetta memorial
FITASC old style shoot on August 10. It
was a lovely day and Chris Brown was
the overall winner. Lots of fun was had
with raffle prizes and wonderful food
provided by the Panetta family – a great
way to remember Vince.
Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828,
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au
Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com
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MELBOURNE
SPORTING RIFLE CLUB
Melbourne Sporting Rifle Club’s 2016
calendar is below.
Springvale:
Date

9.30am

12.30pm

Jan 17

No shoot

Feb 21

Air Rifle 3P

Rimfire 3P

March
20

Air Rifle 10m
Precision

Rimfire
Field Rifle

April 17

Air Rifle Silhouette 80
Targets

May 15

No shoot

June 19

Air Rifle 3P

Rimfire
NRA 3P 120
shots

July 17

Air Rifle
Silhouette

Rimfire
Field Rifle

Aug 21

Air Rifle 10m
Precision*

Rimfire 3P

Sep 18

Air Rifle Silhouette SSAA
VIC State Champs
80 targets

Oct 16

Air Rifle 10m
Precision

Rimfire
Field Rifle*

Nov 20

Air Rifle
Silhouette

Rimfire
Field Rifle*

*Eligible for entry into National Postal
Comp
Little River:
Date

9.30am

Jan 24

No shoot

Feb 28

Centrefire 3P
SSAA State
Champs

Noon
Rimfire
3P SSAA
State
Champs

March 27 No shoot
April 24

Centrefire
Field Rifle

Rimfire
Field Rifle

May 22

Centrefire
Silhouette

Rimfire
Silhouette
60 Targets

June 26

Centrefire 3P

Rimfire 3P

July 24

Keith Barnett Memorial
Rimfire Silhouette
80 targets

Aug 28

Centrefire
Field Rifle

Sep 25

Centrefire & Rimfire Metallic Silhouette SSAA VIC
State Champs

Rimfire
Field Rifle
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Oct 23

Nov 27

Centrefire & Rimfire Field
Rifle SSAA VIC State
Champs
Centrefire
Silhouette

Rimfire
Silhouette
60 targets

For more information contact Bill on 0408
323 060 or Jenny at dejen@jeheda.com

MILITARY RIFLE
CLUB
We are dedicated to the safe, competitive use of military firearms. Friendly and
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions
are held at the SSAA Little River Range
on the first and second Sundays of the
month. The first Sunday (9am start)
of the month events include the main
event, a 3 Position competition over
100m, 200m and 300m, plus the specialty event, which includes rapid fire and is
different each month. A long-range event
at 500m is held three times a year. The
second Sunday (11am start) main event
is the 3P Trainer Competition on a mini
3P target over 50m, 75m and 100m,
using military trainer rifles (.22 and 310
calibers) The MRC State Titles are held
in April at the Dookie Agricultural College. Club rifles are available.
Other special away events are held in
partnership with several VRA clubs and
other Military Rifle Clubs. The club’s General Meeting for all members is held at
the SSAA Springvale Range on the fourth
Thursday of the month at 8pm.New
members, juniors and visitors are always
welcome. Come along and support your
club. Annual membership is $35 for
adults and $12.50 for juniors (12yrs to
17yrs inclusive)
Website: www.vicmrc.com
Email: milrifle@yahoo.com.au
Phone: Ian Garth, 0408 568 083

SHEPPARTON
BRANCH
Sporting clays competition
Sunday, July 31, 2016
SSAA Shepparton Branch, located in 1170
Midland Highway Shepparton, is hosting

a clay target sporting competition.

Contact: info@sspc.org.au

Competitors will shoot 100 targets over
three different rounds – 33, 33, 34.

Sebastian (Secretary): 0417 034 325

SPRINGVALE
PISTOL CLUB

Arrive at 9.30am for a 10am start. Hot
food and drinks available at the indoor
canteen.
Contact: Tony Connell, 0419 331 374

SPORTING SHOOTERS
PISTOL CLUB
The SSPC is a friendly and social handgun shooting club with over 400 members which runs primarily from the SSAA
Springvale range.
Competitions and practices are held on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and
Sundays from noon.
A variety of competitions are shot, including ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire
and Classic Pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m,
Service Match, IPSC and Metallic Silhouette (at Eagle Park range). Our website
contains a full calendar of competitions
and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome. We run
regular Introduction to Handguns courses which will teach you the basics of
handgun safety and shooting fundamentals as well as provide an introduction
to joining the club. The course consists
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60
minutes on the range firing a variety of
club handguns. The course costs $65 and
includes range entry and ammunition.
Bookings for the course are taken online
at our website or at the front desk at
Springvale Range. Completing the introduction course is the first step in joining
our club.
Club fees consist of a $250 joining fee
and thereafter a $100 membership fee
due at the end of April of each year.
Range entry fees are separate and paid
directly to the SSAA, however yearly
range entry passes are available from
our club.
For more information please see our
website at:
Website: www.sspc.org.au
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The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:
•

•
•

Affiliation with the peak bodies
in Victoria and Australia for national and international handgun
competitions.
Instruction, coaching and training for
competition-oriented shooters
A home base at the SSAA Springvale
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members,
many of whom actively train for and
shoot competitions at local, state and
interstate events.
Shooting is a sport that does not present
a barrier to anyone who wishes to get
involved - neither age, physical ability nor
gender are barriers to enjoying the sport
of pistol shooting.
It does require a high degree of self-discipline, attention to detail and willingness
to learn if you are to progress to high
levels of performance, but it is also a
great pastime for those who have less
time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has
many facilities for the use of members.
Those who wish to learn the disciplines
of target shooting and how to shoot
them well are welcome to join our growing membership. SPC shoots on Wednesday nights.
Email: secretary@springvalepc.org
Website: www.springvalepc.org

SSAA SPRINGVALE
RANGE
The Springvale shooting range is open
every day of the week. The facility,
which includes a licensed bar, lounge,
and restaurant, caters to: 22 rifles only
at 50m (no magnums); 25-50m pistol
ranges and 10m air rifle.

BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS
The range hosts a number of competitions throughout the week, as well as catering for corporate and group shooting
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday
parties and community activities.
The 50m, .22 main range is available
to the public and members. Unlicensed
shooters are welcome to come down and
use the facility under the guidance of
experienced range officers/instructors.
Loan firearms are available at the range.
Trading hours:
Monday to Friday: 5pm to 9pm
Saturday: 10am to 6pm
Sunday: Noon to 5pm

Mar 10

Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6
Off Hand 2x5
Standing Post 2x5
Sitting Post 2x5 / R5

Mar 24

Field Rifle / R5

April 14

10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

Apri 28

10m Air Rifle Precision / Air

May 12

AGM – 7:00pm @ Taco
Bill’s, Springvale

May 26

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

June 9

10m Rimfire Open Sights
/ R5

June 23

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

July 14

Field Rifle - Rapid Fire 2x6
& Off Hand 2x5 Standing
Post 2x5 & Sitting Post 2x5
/ R5

July 28

Field Rifle / R5

Aug 11

3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Aug 25

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

Sep 8

10m Air Rifle Precision* /
Air

Sep 22

10m Air Rifle Precision* /
Air

Oct 13

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

Oct 27

Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 &
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 10

Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 &
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Nov 24

Field Rifle* / Rapid Fire
2x12 & Off Hand 2x10
Standing Post 2x10 &
Sitting Post 2x10 /R5

Dec 8

Christmas Fun Shoot /
Presentations / R5

Dec 16
or 17

Christmas Party - Venue to
be advised

Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Contact: Assistant Range Manager Raymond Tan, springvale@ssaavic.com.au

SSAA VIC
WOMEN’S GROUP
For women who love to combine shooting and socialising!
We meet on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.
Multi Disciplines: Practise and competition, 3P, field rifle, practical rifle, sports
rifle, air rifle, stuff we make up as we go.
Shooter of the Month Awards, Shooter of
the Year Award.
Annual membership fee: $20
Annual target levy: $50
Need more information?
Club Secretary: Jenny, dejen@jeheda.
com
Club PR Officer: Zdenka, 0418 562 257
Club Coach: Bill O’Connor, 0408 323 060
Calendar of events for 2016:
Jan 14

3P - Prone 2x10, Off Hand
2x10 & Sitting 2x10 / R5

Jan 28

Practical Rifle / 2 x20 shots
/ R4

Feb 11

25m Precision - Animal
Silhouettes Rd1 / R5

Feb

25m Precision - Animal
Silhouettes Rd2 / R5

VICTORIAN MUZZLE
LOADING CLUB
Rekindle the spirit of black powder firearm sporting shooting with the VMLC.
Relive the excitement of bygone days by
shooting black powder firearms, a truly
engrossing and satisfying sport. Everyone is welcomed to attend the VMLC
monthly competitions at the SSAA (Vic)
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Eagle Park Shooting Complex near Little
River on the third Saturday of every
month. Even if you don’t own any Muzzle
Loading or black powder firearms, knowledgeable and generous VMLC members
are always eager to give you a few shots!
Competitions are organised for all black
powder original and reproduction firearms including cap and ball, cartridge
and single-shot handguns, muzzle loading long-arms including flint, percussion,
patched ball, Minie-ball, slug projectile,
smooth bore musket cartridge rifle, and
muzzle loading and cartridge shotgun.
From January to October competitions
are held. Prize-winners are presented
with cards as well as trophies for the
various championships, such as Breech
Loading Rifle, Military Muzzle Loading Rifle, Traditional Muzzle Loading Rifle, Long
Range Muzzle Loading Rifle, Flintlock
Muzzle Loading Rifle, Muzzle Loading
Shotgun, and Handgun.
For November many members camp at
Eagle Park for the two-day State Championships where lots of black powder and
lead is expended during the day, and at
night everyone relaxes at the free barbecue exchanging black powder stories and
generally having a good time. December
is set aside for some traditional competitions, such as cannon and novelty events.
VMLC membership also includes an entertaining and informed newsletter, The
Ramrod, which is sent to members every
month. The Ramrod includes shooters’
scores, VMLC record scores, coming
events and additional articles of interest
to the black powder enthusiast.
For more information contact VMLC
President Jim Morraitis on 03 9401 1955
during business hours, visit www.vmlc.
com.au or Facebook at www.facebook.
com/VictorianMuzzleLoadingClub or Twitter search for vmlc3 or Pinterest search
for victorian muzzle loading club.

WODONGA
BRANCH
WARNING: West Wodonga Shooting
Complex Ranges will be closed on the
first Wednesday of each month until
further notice.
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Reminder: SSAA NSW Members 20152016 range attendances closed March 31,
2016
Upcoming major events:
May 27-30, 2016: Annual Big Game Rifle
Match
Wednesday, June 15, 2016: Inter-School
Shoot Finals – Ranges will be closed to
general shooting
Day range pass:

Wodonga range matters
Upon arriving at the range, leave your
firearms securely locked in your vehicle
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who
will be wearing a high-visibility vest.
The RO will guide you to sign the range
attendance sheet and take your range
fees. The RO will instruct you on when
you may bring firearms from a vehicle
to the firing line and when you may take
firearms from the firing line back to a
vehicle.

Adult

$10

Pensioner

$5

The use of correct eye and hearing
protection is compulsory for all people
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not
acceptable.

Junior

Free

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)

Adult

$20

Pensioner

$15

First Sunday – NO SHOOTING ON
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)

Junior

Free

SSAA members

Non members

Other fees:
Target Frame Hire

$5

Targets

$1 each

Competition Fee

$5

Range passes
(SSAA members
only)
Annual range
passes

$65
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range
$35
passes (pensioner)
Six month range
passes

$35
Jan 1 to Jun 30

First Saturday
•
1pm -3pm Training programs and
group bookings
Second Sunday
•
11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest
.22 lr
•
Noon .22 Rim-Fire 100m Fly
Shoot
•
1pm .22 lr Rimfire Metallic Silhouette
Third Saturday
•
1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic
Silhouette
Third Sunday
•
10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any
L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday

44						SSAAVIC.COM.AU

•

10.15am-noon Handgun Club Metallic Silhouette

Fourth Sunday
•
10.45am 300m Fly Shoot for any
firearm
•
12.30pm 200m fox shoot
Fifth Sunday
•
10am - 4pm general shooting
Wednesday 10am-noon (excluding first
Wednesday of every month)
Zeroing of hunting rifles and general shooting practice is welcome on all
scheduled competition days.
Wodonga Handgun Club calendar
The range calendar can be view on the
SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club website at
http://www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au
Contact: President Josh Knight, jaek1@
me.com or 0488 970 293. Secretary Faith
Porter, secretary@ssaawodonga.org.au,
PO Box 501 Wodonga VIC 3689.

Share your
news with us
Got a special event coming up?
Want to increase your branch or
sub-club’s membership?
Submit your sub-club or branch
news every edition by calling the
Editor on 03 8892 2777 or emailing
caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au

Hunting’s future
depends on you
Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.
As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect animals

Respect the hunt

• Only take what you can use

• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Lead by example

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)
with you
• Bury or remove animal remains

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them
• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Keep campfires safe

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Leave your campsite clean

• Only enter private property with permission

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect the laws

Respect other hunters
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping
in the same area as other people
• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field
• Share your knowledge and skills with others

• Take time to know the laws and act within them
at all times
• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting
• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au
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