Minister for Police

8 Nicholson Street

East Melbourne Victoria 3002
Telephone: (03) 9637 9654
DX: 210098

Qur ref: CD/17/346548

email:

Dear Mr
National Firearms Agreement

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding the updated National Firearms Agreement
and competition target shooting. I'm sorry for the delay in getting back to you.

As you may be aware, the Martin Place Siege Review recommended that the Commonwealth and
states and territories address the regulation of the legal firearms market through an update of the
technical elements of the 1996 National Firearms Agreement (the Agreement).

In February 2017, all jurisdictions through the Law, Crime and Community Safety Council
amalgamated the 1996 Agreement and 2002 National Handgun Agreement into a single point of
reference for a national approach to firearms regulation.

The updated Agreement reaffirms all jurisdictions’ collective commitment to a consistent national
approach to firearms regulation. As with the 1996 Agreement, the updated Agreement seeks to
keep a balanced approach to the regulation of firearms that maintains the legitimate interests of
licensed firearms holders while ensuring public safety.

In terms of the impact of the updated Agreement on the regulation of firearms in Victoria, it gives
effect to the Council of Australian Governments’ decision of 9 December 2016 to reclassify lever
action shotguns with a magazine capacity of five rounds or fewer to Category B and those with a
magazine capacity of greater than five rounds to Category D.

Amendments to the Firearms Act 1996 will be made as soon as practicable, to ensure that
Victoria's firearm legislative framework is modelled in accordance with the updated National
Firearms Agreement.

The updated Agreement does not otherwise make any changes to the fundamental aspects of
how firearms are regulated in Australia. Technical elements of the Agreement have been
modernised and streamlined to make the Agreement easier to read and understand.

| understand that the Agreement was discussed at the June 2017 Victorian Firearms Consultative
Committee (VFCC) meeting. | am advised that departmental and Victoria Police officials explained
to VFCC members that for Victoria the only material impact of the updated Agreement is the
classification of lever action shotguns and the removal of addresses from printed firearms
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licences. Outside of this, the Government does not propose additional changes to firearms
regulation that may flow from the updated Agreement.

Ongoing engagement with legal firearm users will continue through the VFCC to ensure that their
views and concerns are brought to the Government's attention.

In terms of the storage of firearms, as you are aware this is an ongoing topic of discussion with the
VFCC. Members continue to canvass measures to ensure appropriate storage, adherence to the
legislated standards and Victoria Police’s approach to monitoring compliance.

Thank you for bringing these matters to my attention.

Yours sincerely

n Lisa Neville M
Minister for Police
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