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As another year draws 
to a close, I am 
reflecting on the year 

that was. While there were 
many trials across the wider 
industry, SSAA Victoria  
had some noteworthy 
successes.

Twenty-seventeen began with 
the very upsetting release of 
the National Firearms Agree-
ment 2017 in February. It was 
released without fanfare on a 
Sunday. The Commonwealth 
Government appeared not to 
have considered feedback 
from the firearms indus-
try when developing the 
document.

The months that ensued 
involved our lobbying gov-
ernment and regular industry 
meetings to develop a strategy 
which would prevent firearm 
law changes at a state level. 
The recent release of the Vic-
torian Firearms Amendment 
Act suggests we were suc-
cessful in some areas. 

As an Association, the high-
light of the year would have to 
have been the purchase of the 
Springvale Range, after leas-
ing the property for more than 
40 years. It came as a huge 
surprise to some people, who 
thought it would never happen. 
We were able to celebrate 
the purchase in August with 
members, visitors and local 
VIPs. It was an honour to have 
Honorary Life Member Robbie 
O’Neill, who has been part of 
the Association since its early 
days, at that celebration. 

Another highlight was see-
ing the State Government’s 
Shooting Sports Facilities 

Program grant works near 
completion. More than 
$600,000 has now been spent 
at our ranges, thanks to those 
grants and our own contribu-
tions. All works are due for 
completion by the end of the 
year.

We inducted new Directors 
to the Board in October. They 
included our first female 
Director in five years, Marion 
Barnes. We have long been 
focused on increasing female 
participation in the shooting 
sports and having a woman in 
a leadership position of the As-
sociation will encourage more 
women to get involved. Prior 
to joining the Board, Marion 
increased female participation 
at the Shepparton Branch 
through several events. We 
are confident she will support 
the State Office in achieving 
similar results.

So, as you all wind down for 
the year and take off on your 
Christmas breaks, I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your ongoing 
support of SSAA Victoria. If 
you are hunting over summer, 
be on the lookout for snakes, 
and report any illegal activity. 
If you are travelling, be safe 
on the roads and consider 
dropping into a shooting 
range you have not yet visit-
ed. Most importantly, have a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.
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The SSAA Victoria Nhill 
Branch has removed a 
whopping 5000 goats from 

the Murray Sunset National Park. 

The Conservation and Pest Manage-
ment (CPM) program, in which SSAA 
Victoria’s accredited volunteers 
assist Parks Victoria in controlling 
pest and invasive species on  
Crown Land, has been running in the  
area since 2003. 

The intention of the Murray Sunset 
goat control operation is to protect 
semi-arid woodlands. So far, the Nhill 
Branch has conducted 64 operations 
under the program.

At a recent operation, the group took 
50 goats across one weekend. Nhill 
Branch CPM Co-ordinator Gary 
Clark said he could see the differ-
ence it had made to the park.

“I’ve been driving around the park 

for 14 years and I have never seen it 
looking so good,” he said. 

For more information about the CPM 
Program, visit ssaavic.com.au and 
go to the Hunting and Pest Control 
menu.

Goat control program 
removes 5000 pests

SSAA Victoria Nhill Branch Conservation and Pest Management-accredited volunteers have been controlling goats at Murray Sunset National Park 
since 2003.                PICTURE: Supplied

Members and visitors can now scrap all other commitments and social 
events, because twilight shooting has been introduced at Eagle Park 
Range. 

Starting last week, Eagle Park’s trading hours have been extended to 
8pm on Fridays. It means the range is now open from 9am to 8pm on 
Fridays, during daylight savings. 

Eagle Park twilight shoots



SSAA Victoria’s Kyneton 
Branch hosted its 
first Ladies Day shoot 

on Saturday, October 7, at the 
Cobaw Shooting Range. The 
branch called for local women to 
“skip the coffee catch up and take 
the girls to the range for a shoot”.  

Attendees had the opportunity to try 
rimfire and centrefire rifle, and shot-
gun shooting at the event, under the 
instruction of qualified Range Offi-
cers. Range Officers from across the 
state supported the event, volunteer-
ing to ensure the range’s strict safety 
rules and regulations were followed. 

“The idea was to encourage women 
who were interested in the sport to 
have a go,” Kyneton Branch Sec-
retary Jeanelle Dol said. “We had 
30 women turn up and every one of 
them left with a smile.”

The committee embraced its fem-
inine side for the event, by erect-
ing pink flags along the roads to 
the range. Kicking off at 10am, the la-
dies had the opportunity to shoot un-
til 3pm, which a few of the visitors  
said came around far too quickly. A 
barbecue lunch was served and sev-

eral people commented that the food 
was delicious.

Branch President Dave Bowden 
drew the raffle. The first prize winner 
was Anita Dewar, second was Kirsty 
Draper and the third prize winner was 
Clare Emerson. Fellow Ladies Day 
competitors Ally Ingram and Janelle 
Bean-Thornton were so impressed, 
they became SSAA members.

The day’s oldest shooter was Clare 

Emerson, who at 81 years old re-
ally enjoyed her day. The youngest 
visitors were 14-week-old twin girls 
(wearing special ear protection), 
there to watch their mum learn to 
shoot, along with their grandma.  
The twins’ father, who is already a 
licensed shooter, was there as sup-
port crew and all had a great day.

“All in all, it was a fantastic day,” 
Jeanelle said. “Everyone, including 
our wonderful Senior Range Officer 
Jon North, and regular Range Offi-
cers John Dinwoodie, who started 
the club over 20 years ago and is still 
going strong, Dave Bowden, Geoff 
Miller and Ross Denton had a great 
time.

“Our visiting Range Officers, Dean 
Taylor, Bob Thomas, Gail Were, Colin 
McCrae and SSAA Victoria Director 
David Zielinski, left with full bellies, 
and big smiles on their faces.”

The Kyneton Branch plans to host 
another Ladies Day early next year. 
To keep up-to-date with the branch’s 
events, follow SSAA Cobaw Shooting 
Range on Facebook page or contact 
Jeanelle Dol on 0419 701 329.

Ladies line up for a shoot

4     SSAAVIC.COM.AU

SSAA Victoria Director Marion Barnes (third from left) – a special guest for the day – with raffle 
prize winners Clare Emerson (left), Anita Dewar and Kirsty Draper.             PICTURE: Supplied

The Kyneton Branch served up a great feast for lunch, ensuring the women had enough suste-
nance to shoot until 3pm. 



A concerned SSAA Victoria 
member has witnessed 
damage to property caused 

by visitors accessing restricted 
areas of the Alpine National Park.

On a recent hunting trip, Graham 
saw a secured chain had been cut at 
the Howitt Road Gate entrance to the 
Alpine National Park, north of Licola.  

As Graham said to SSAA Victoria, 
whoever cut the gate was putting 
their own safety and safety of others 
at risk. 

He promptly notified Parks Victoria 
and was informed that representa-
tives would be sent to assess the 
situation.

It is a timely reminder to all SSAA 
members to be on the look-out for 
illegal activity, such as people at-

tempting to access restricted areas. 

The hunter was also concerned to 
see deer carcasses on the side of 
the road, with no meat harvested 
after being shot. “This approach by a 
minority of hunters to shoot deer on 
the side of the road, supports ques-
tionable activities and does not help 
the cause of sustainable, humane 
hunting practices most hunters agree 
with,” he said.

SSAA Victoria applauds Graham for 
taking appropriate action and encour-
ages everyone to report dangerous 
or illegal activity to the authorities.

Always remember to respect the 
animal, respect the environment, re-
spect the laws, respect the non-hunt-
ers and demand others do the same. 

Hunter calls in illegal Alpine activity

The Howitt Road Gate of Alpine National Park 
on September 29, when hunter Graham saw 
the secured chain had been cut.
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STEVEN FINE 
Victorian Shooter contributor

I tossed another log on the fire – it 
was going to be a long night. 
I sat around the fire with an 

Australian family, under a waning 
African moon. The parents and 
teenage son and daughter were 
excited about their first African 
safari. I was caught in a crossfire 
of questions pertaining to wild 
animals.

A Spotted hyena wailed and cackled 
in the distance and I told them that 
the hyena had the strongest jaws of 
all African animals. The boy, Martin, 
raised an eyebrow in the flickering 
light of the hungry fire, and asked, 
“Are you sure it is not the lion who 
has the most powerful jaws?”. 

I explained to the family that humans 
had more teeth than lions. A human 
has 32 teeth, a lion has 30, but the 
hyena has a whopping 34 teeth. The 
lion does have a powerful jaw, but 
the hyena has massive neck mus-
cles and heavy carnassial teeth that 
slice through elephant hide without 

problem. A hyena’s jaws are mas-
sively built and crush bones just like 
humans crush peanuts.

I did not dampen Martin’s spirit. I 
told him that a lion had at least half a 
tons’ pressure when he swiped with 
his paw. The lion’s roar could also be 
heard from 8km away. A lion’s rate 
of success in hunting is higher when 

there is no moonlight and the lion can 
hide behind the smallest bushes with 
perfect camouflage.

For a few seconds there was silence 
– a comfortable silence. Mrs Shaw 
smiled when I told them that the fe-
male hyena was larger than the male 
hyena and she dominated the pack.

CONTINUED PAGE 7

Jaws of the African Plains

A Spotted hyena mother and cub. The female is the dominant animal in the pack and is larger than a male.   PICTURE: Steven Fine

The skull of the Spotted hyena.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

John, the father, asked me what kind 
of rifle I had as he pointed to my .375 
H&H Winchester Safari Express. 
The discussion now centred on the 
correct carry rifles in the African 
bush. I was questioned about stop-
ping power and accuracy, reliability, 
energy, soft- and hard-nosed bullets 
and I realised that John had done 
some research. I suspected he had 
even hunted himself.

I explained that rangers and guides 
usually carried .458 and .375-calibre 
firearms, while many professional 
hunter guides carried double barrel 
rifles up to .700 Nitro Express. It was 
important when guiding hunts for ele-
phant and buffalo, especially if any of 
their clients wounded the mammals.

The next day I took the family behind 
the scenes, to the scientific station 
near the rangers’ village by Skukuza, 
in the world-renowned Kruger Na-
tional Park. I showed them rhino and 
buffalo close-up in their pens, while 
scientific studies were in progress.

Over the next few days we walked 
and experienced open-vehicle drives. 
After the National Park, we entered 
the Sabi Sands area, which is along-
side the Kruger, and has no fenced 
border. On the last night, I walked 
the family back to their suite, which is 
compulsory for ranger-guides. I bid 

them goodnight and returned to the 
other end of the lodge via the  
carpark. It was late and dark. 

When I approached my 4X4, I saw no 
less than six or seven large hyenas 
around my vehicle. One had chewed 
off one of my mudflaps, while an-
other was busy biting one of the 
running board steps of my vehicle. I 
ran at them full-bore with my six-cell 
Maglite and they cackled, yelped and 
laughed while scattering in different 
directions.

In the morning, I returned to pick my 
guests up. We were going to visit a 
Shangaan chief’s village on the way 

back to Johannesburg. I knew Chief 
Ngubeni and he was a character 
with a dozen wives. It would be an 
interesting visit for the Australians to 
meet him and see how they lived in 
that huge village. Over breakfast, be-
fore we left to visit the chief, I told my 
guests about my previous evening’s 
encounter.  They insisted on taking 
several pictures of the damage the 
hyenas caused to my vehicle before 
we embarked on our next adventure.

Two years later, John and young 
Martin returned, joining me on a fa-
ther and son hunting safari at Winter-
shoek in South Africa.

SSAA Victoria member Clifford Howarth is selling 
38 Smith and Wesson Winchester ammunition. 

If any members are interested, please call him on 
0411 353 460.

Price: $80 for 100 rounds.
PICTURE: Stock image

The skull of an African lion.

Smith and Wesson 
Winchester ammunition up for sale
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Editor: Caitlin Pearson 
Phone: 03 8892 2777  
Email: caitlin.pearson@ssaavic.com.au
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SSAA Victoria Past President 
and Life Member Bill 
Woolmore, who dedicated 

54 years to the Association, 
passed away on September 30. 
Bill, 85, died peacefully surrounded 
by his loving family, after a two-
year battle with prostate cancer. 

Bill, who first joined SSAA in 1963, 
was instrumental in establishing 
the Victorian body of the Associa-
tion and became a signatory on the 
original SSAA Victoria incorporation 
documents.

Bill held several leadership positions 
within SSAA, both at a state and 
national level. He became a director 
of SSAA Victoria in the early 1970s, 
President in 1979, and served as 
National President for two years from 
1984. During his time on the execu-
tive, Bill worked tirelessly to promote 
the shooting sports and support 
research into conservation.

In 1969, Bill was a founding member 
of the SSAA Deerstalkers Club, of 
which he later became a Life Mem-
ber. He served as President and 
committee member several times 
and continued to be an active mem-
ber through to his passing.

Deerstalkers Club Secretary Alan 
Stoops described Bill as a “straight 
shooter” who had the interests of the 
entire shooting industry in mind when 
he pioneered change.

“He made things happen by helping 
to create entities, policies and ideas 
for the furtherance of the total SSAA 
membership over a very long time,” 
he said. 

“He was instrumental in the develop-
ment of SSAA from a relatively small 
club into an entity well-respected by 
government authorities, politicians 
and like-minded organisations. 

“He led a focus on game manage-
ment and research as an integral 
link with ethical hunting. Ethics have 
earned the SSAA considerable re-
spect from outside.”

Bill was employed by the Common-
wealth Government as an inspector 
of rifle ranges. His role became 
invaluable to SSAA Victoria when 
considering the purchase of land and 
upgrades of existing ranges.

Playing a major role in the acquisition 
and construction of the Springvale 
Range, Bill’s efforts allowed the As-
sociation to host events for the World 
Championships in 1973.

SSAA Victoria purchased the 
Springvale Range in 2017, after 
leasing the property for more than 40 
years. Bill’s efforts in acquiring and 
developing the range were acknowl-
edged at the Springvale purchase 
celebration in early August.

His range design skills were again 
beneficial when SSAA Victoria was 
developing the Eagle Park Range. 
In 1980, Bill created the design and 
layout of the ranges at Little River.

Bill’s dedication to the shooting 
sports extended further than SSAA. 
He was a Past Chairman of the 
Game Conservation Committee, 
a founding member of Para Park 
Co-operative Game Reserve Lim-
ited, and on the committee of the 
Shooting Sports Council of Victoria, 
Victorian Firearm Appeals Commit-
tee and National Boer War Memorial 
Association (Victoria).

Bill’s life was celebrated at a ser-
vice at St Luke’s Evangelist Catholic 
Church, Blackburn South, on Friday, 
October 6. SSAA Victoria President 
Denis Moroney was among the 
mourners. 

The Association would like to offer 
its sincere condolences to Bill’s wife, 
Lorraine, six children, 23 grandchil-
dren and 22 great-grandchildren. 
Members are encouraged to make 
a donation to the Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of Australia in memory 
of Bill.

Tribute to Bill Woolmore

Bill Woolmore was an avid hunter and 
conservationist whose contribution to SSAA 
spanned more than half a century. LEFT: He 
continued to play an active role in SSAA Victoria 
and the Deerstalkers Club until his death.
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SSAA Victoria members have 
saved 450 lives this year 
through blood donations. 

The Australian Red Cross Blood 
Service’s Red25 program has 
recorded 150 registered SSAA 
Victoria members making 
donations already this year.

SSAA nationally currently ranks 
number 85 for the group with the 
most blood donations in the Red25 
program. Nationally, members have 
donated hundreds of times and 
saved more than 1000 lives this year. 

It is a great achievement and we 
thank everyone who has contributed. 
Once again, the shooting communi-
ty has shown Australia that we are 
ready to help, are selfless and are 
active members of our communities.

The Red25 program allows workplac-
es, community groups, schools and 
even shooting organisations such as 

SSAA to band together the number 
of times they donate blood and com-
pare their results with other groups. 

The name ‘Red25’ is inspired by the 
goal of ensuring 25 per cent of Aus-
tralia’s blood donations are secured. 
Donated blood can be made into 22 
different medical treatments, used 
to treat people who have cancer and 
other blood diseases, patients requir-
ing surgery, pregnant women and 
people requiring immunisations.

SSAA member Serena Prokop is a 
donor service consultant at the Aus-
tralian Red Cross Blood Service and 
is thrilled with SSAA group’s results.

“More than 7500 Red25 groups have 
donated this year, so to rank 85th is a 
fantastic achievement,” said Serena.

If you’re a SSAA member and you 
are already donating blood or you 
want to start donating, make sure 
you become a member of the SSAA 

Red25 group. 

You can join the group and have your 
donations contribute to our tally by 
asking the consultant when you call 
the Blood Service to book an ap-
pointment on 13 14 95.

Otherwise, go to 
donateblood.com.au/red25 and reg-
ister to join the group online. If you 
are unable to donate, you can always 
encourage friends or family that are 
eligible to join the Red25 group and 
save lives.

Members roll up their sleeves
SSAA Victoria’s Red25 tally

Month to date (November) 12

Year to date 150
Number of lives saved 450

SSAA National’s Red25 tally
Month to date 54
Year to date 516
Number of lives saved 1548
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MARION BARNES 
SSAA Victoria Director and Shep-
parton Publicity Officer

SSAA Victoria’s Shepparton 
Branch raised more than 
$6000 for charity at two 

competition days in September and 
October. 

About 80 shooters donned their best 
pink attire for the annual Pink Ribbon 
Foundation charity shoot on Septem-
ber 22. The local WIN News crew, 
which regularly supports the branch, 
aired a package about the event. 
It provided great publicity for the 
shooting sports and the Pink Ribbon 
charity. 

Shepparton Branch President Geoff 
Morton said the committee encour-
aged shooters to dress in pink on the 
day. “We had some very interesting 
resulting outfits,” he said. “This made 
for a fun, relaxed day.”

The Red Cross also attended the 
event, bringing information about its 
Red25 program. The organisation 
wanted to promote SSAA’s connec-
tion to the program and encourage 
more shooters to save lives by donat-
ing blood.

The competition was strong, with 
some challenging targets to suit all 
abilities. The competition winners 
took home some amazing prizes, 
provided by 25 business sponsors. 
Those sponsors also contributed to 
the major raffle prizes. 

The Pink Ribbon Day raised $4500 
for the Pink Ribbon Foundation.

The Branch got its fundraising buck-
ets out again in October, this time 
to raise money for the Blue Ribbon 
Foundation. 

The annual Blue Ribbon Shoot raises 

funds for the local branch of the foun-
dation, which injects funds into local 
projects like hospital renovations. 

Since its first Blue Ribbon Shoot 
about 15 years ago, SSAA Sheppar-
ton Branch has donated $2000 to the 
Blue Ribbon Foundation every year. 

It has also donated any funds raised 
during the event. 

The day saw fierce competition be-
tween 80-plus shooters. Medals and 
assorted other prizes were awarded 
to first place in all grades.

CONTINUED PAGE 12

Charitable Shepparton rakes 
in the fundraising dollars

Claire Bourke (left) and Bec Clinton all dressed up for the Pink Ribbon Day fundraiser shoot at 
Shepparton.          PICTURES: Supplied
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The results were as follows: 
HG: Travis Tate, AA: Tony 
Connell, A: Malcolm Hill, B: 
Trevor Manse, C: Anthony 
Sozzi, Ladies: Bec Clinton, 
Veterans: Rocky Furci, Ju-
niors: Xavier Russell, Police 

Squad: Greg Pegg.

Marion gave thanks to the 
sponsors and volunteers, 
particularly those who 
worked in the kitchen for 
the events, acknowledging 
that charity days would not 
exist without their support. 

Credit where 
credit’s due

Winner of the Blue Ribbon Shoot Veterans class Rocky Furci (left), with 
Ladies winner Bec Clinton, and AA winner Tony Connell. INSET: The 
prizes for the Blue Ribbon Day winners.

SSAA Victoria is encouraging members to 
provide positive feedback to organisations or 
Government Departments when they do good 

work. 

While providing constructive criticism or raising issues 
and suggesting improvements is vital, the Association 
also recognises the impact providing ‘credit where 
credit is due’ can have on individuals and teams.

If any members are impressed by an initiative, program, 
or statement released by an organisation or Govern-
ment department, SSAA Victoria encourages you to 
pass on the positive feedback and encourage the team 
to do more of the same.

The best ways to provide positive feedback are via 
email or a phone call to the department or organisation.

SSAA Victoria members have been encouraged to write to organisations to 
provide positive feedback
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Shooters at East Gippsland 
and Eagle Park will get 
some relief from the hot 

summer sun this year, after 

additional shade was erected at 

both ranges.

The works were funded through round 

two of the Victorian Government’s 

Community Shade Grants Program.  

SSAA Victoria applied for funding to 
erect a shelter over the Eagle Park 
five-stand range, retractable shade 
sails at the Little River Raiders and 
shade sails at the East Gippsland 
Branch’s Buchan Rifle Range. 

The Buchan sails were erected on 
September 28 and now provide 
shade over the office, and in front of 
the social area.

The roof over the five-stand range 

and the Little River Raiders sails will 

ensure competitors are much more 

comfortable at Eagle Park. 

SSAA Victoria would like to acknowl-

edge the support received from the 

Victorian Government’s Department 

of Health and Human Services, 

which made these projects possible.

New shade 
brings great 
heat relief BEFORE

New shade sales were recently erected at East Gippsland Branch’s Buchan Rifle Range, thanks to a State Government grant. BELOW: The range 
office and social area prior to the sales being fitted.

Eagle Park’s five-stand range with its new roof.

AFTER



RELOADING FEATURE
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First thing’s first: At what point 
does a cartridge case become 
“cavernous”? 

Many cartridges in this 
category are obsolete and 
used to be chambered in 

big game hunting rifles. The only 
way to shoot those rifles again is to 
use handloaded ammunition. Our 
two photos show typical examples. 
The 11.2 x 72 Schuler’s case 

capacity is 115.6 grains of water, 
while the .458 Lott will hold 106.4 
grains of water. So, both have a 
lot of space available behind their 
bullets. They are clearly cavernous, 
when compared with most rounds 

used today.

But that still leaves us looking for a 
practical answer to the question we 
started with.

It’s impossible to give a precise 
cut-off point. However, if a working 
maximum load of the slowest suitable 
powder can exceed 70 grains for at 
least one of the available bullets, 
then, to many old hands, the case 
in question ranks as very large. If 
charge weights get up around the 
100-grain level, of course, there’s no 
argument.

As we approach and then pass this 
70-grain threshold, our loading op-
tions tend to narrow. A minimum safe 
load enters the picture and, in many 
instances, the idea of a “mild” or “re-
duced” load disappears. Differences 
between primers also become more 
apparent. Though it’s true that some 
very large cases work well with a 
variety of powders, others seem ex-
cessively fussy about the propellant. 

To a large extent, these loading 
restrictions stem from the need to 
ensure reliable, acceptably uniform 
and safe ignition. That is what I would 
like to focus on here. 

Powders suited to very large cases 
are mostly in the slow to very slow 
category. The things which retard their 
decomposition or burning rate – their 
granule size, their shape and their 
heavy deterrent coatings – also make 
them harder to ignite. Consequently, 
the air space they can tolerate is rela-
tively small and the minimum charge 
becomes a critical factor. 

CONTINUED PAGE 15

Ignition of cavernous cases
Ross Williams looks at a tricky subject from the handloader’s point-of-view.

The.458 Lott is still in use here and there. 
LEFT: An original FMJ factory load. RIGHT: A 
.458 loaded as a hunting round. Schuler: The 11.2 x 72 Schuler.



RELOADING FEATURE
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

If there’s too much air space, a sig-
nificant part of the primer’s output is 
wasted on compressing and heat-
ing the entrapped air. At the same 
time, the number of granules directly 
ignited by the primer flash is smaller 
than it would have been in a heavier 
charge, partly because of the lower 
total number and partly because of 
the wastage of primer energy.

But the need for a minimum charge is 
not confined to the recognised hard-
to-ignite propellants. In capacious 
brass, minimum charges are import-
ant. The more room there is for the 
powder to move around, the greater 
the opportunity for shot-to-shot 
variations in the ignition pattern. And 
when ignition is already marginal, the 
temperature and pressure within the 
case may not rise high enough and 
fast enough to keep ignition going. If 
the burn peters out, it leaves a mass 
of congealed powder behind the 
bullet.

Enter the pressure excursion – a 
sudden, unexpected surge in pres-
sure. Other rounds in the same 
batch of handloads show no signs 

of unwanted pressure, but suddenly, 
out of the blue, one lets go with much 
drama. Gas may jet from the action, 
thanks to a blown primer pocket or 
perforated primer. The case refuses 
to extract properly and the bolt may 
have to be hammered open. There 
may be a partial or complete head 
separation. In extreme instances, the 
rifle suffers severe damage and the 
shooter can be injured. At the very 
least, the shooter’s underpants will 
need a wash.

Pressure excursions cannot be 
produced at will, but they do hap-
pen. They are associated with light 
charges of slow powder in cases of 
medium to very large capacity. Dicey 
ignition often seems to have been a 
contributing factor. 

So, big cases call for a stronger 
primer flash – one that pressurises 
the case adequately and burns both 
long enough and hot enough to get 
plenty of powder granules off to a 
good start. Arguably the best Boxer 
primer for a truly cavernous cartridge 
was, and still is, the Federal 215. But 
it can be hard to obtain. It does not 
follow, however, that the 215 is the 

only possible choice. Many working 
loads down in the 70-90gn bracket 
will respond nicely to other magnum 
primers. So, check the primers speci-
fied in your data.

Over the years, handloaders have 
evolved a rough rule of thumb which 
says: charge weights should not be 
reduced more than 10 per cent below 
listed maximum charges, when work-
ing with slow powders. Alternatively, 
one can keep it simple and stick to 
the starting loads recommended in 
the loading manuals.  

It is worth mentioning that we can 
assist ignition in big cases by crimp-
ing the case mouths into the bullets. 
Besides which, crimping is a good 
thing in the presence of heavy recoil. 
It stops the bullet’s tendency to drift 
outwards where the magazine has 
a built-in shoulder restraint for the 
brass, and prevents the bullet from 
being hammered deeper into the 
case when there is no such restraint.

Crimping should not be a last-minute 
decision, however. Because crimps 
increase pressures, loads should be 
worked up with the crimp as part of 
the recipe.

A burst action as a result of a pressure excursion. Note the stock damage and twisted action rail.
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RON JAMES 
Victorian Shooter contributor

There are many reasons 
why the average shooter or 
hunter may need to use a 

paper target. The target must be 
specifically suitable for the use 
required. Bore-sighting a rifle, 
aligning telescopic sights and open 
sights, including peeps, will all 
require different paper targets.

For bore sighting and all types of 
non-optic sights, a round bull of 
about 10cm in diameter is about 
right. The process is simple enough: 
remove the bolt from the rifle and 
align the black bull with the bore of 
the rifle. A solid cardboard box with 
‘V’ slots cut into it is ideal to support 
the rifle. Then, align the crosshairs of 
the sight with centre of the black dot 
(pictured right). It will get you on pa-
per at initially 25m and later at about 
100m. To construct, simply draw a 
circle on a sheet of paper and colour 
it black with a marker pen. For ease 
of sighting, the background should be 
plain white or yellow. Recycling old 
A4 computer paper is ideal. 

This round bull is also suitable for 
rifles that have non-telescopic sights, 
including those fitted with peep 
sights, and the more common V-rear 
sights and blade foresights. They are 
also suitable for sights that have an 
electronically generated dot. 

Now, it is worthwhile changing to a 
paper target that has 2.54cm (1-inch) 
squares as a background. This type 
of target allows you to be more pre-
cise in relation to where you want the 
projectile to land.

Many years ago, it was suggested 
that for a hunting rifle like a .270 
Winchester or 30-06 etc, that the 

aiming point of the projectile should 
be about 7.5cm (3 inches) above the 
bore at 100m. It would allow the pro-
jectiles to be exactly on target some-
where in the region of 238m (260 or 
so yards), depending on the initial 
velocity and the ballistic coefficient of 
the projectile. 

I would suggest that is still reason-
able advice today for a hunting rifle. 
A distance somewhat less than 
7.5cm (3 inches) may be more appro-
priate for rifles of lesser calibres.

Having bore sighted a rifle, when the 
projectile hits the squared paper life 
becomes much easier.

Instantly the shooter will see exactly 
how far, both laterally and vertically, 
the projectile impact is in relation to 
the aiming point. Thus, the telescop-
ic sight may be adjusted with some 
precision. 

The squared paper target is also 
useful when testing ammunition. It 
immediately allows the shooter to 

compare group size and provides 
almost instant comparison between 
groups. When sighting in a rifle, it is 
normal to fire three or five shots at a 
comfortable pace. Then the shooter 
would take the centre of the group as 
a reference point to move the aim-
ing point to coincide with projectile 
impact.

It is also normal to sight a rifle in at a 
nominal 100m. The dials on tele-
scopic sights reflect it and normally 
change the point of impact by either 
6.4mm (1/4 inch) at 100m or on a tar-
get telescopic sight perhaps 3.2mm 
(1/8 inch). It becomes a relatively 
quick process.

It is useful to carry appropriate paper 
targets while away on hunting trips. 
Point-of-aim needs to be verified 
before hunting as rifles do tend to 
be bumped around. One may also 
have to change ammunition, which is 
another reason to resight a rifle. 

CONTINUED PAGE 17

Choosing the right paper target for the activity

A 10cm (4-inch) round bull has many sighting 
applications.

A target with 2.54cm (1-inch) squares is very 
helpful for sighting in.

Practice makes perfect
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

It is easy enough to staple or paste a 
new target onto the end of a card-
board box to provide stability. When 
finished, always dispose of targets 
responsibly.

Other shooting disciplines have 
their own types of paper targets that 
reflect their needs. Target shooters 
normally use the traditional bull’s eye, 
with the size depending on the range. 
Normally, the bull scores the high-
est numerical value and the outer 
rings score lesser amounts. Colours 
may also vary between different 
disciplines.

Short range benchrest shooters, at 
either 100m or 200m, have two dif-
ferent sized targets. The small target 
only measures 8.9cm (3 1/2 inches) 

X 12cm (4 3/4 inches) while the larger 
200m target is 17.8sq cm (7 inches 
squared). In benchrest shooting, de-
spite each sized target having a bull’s 
eye, it is only necessary to have the 
five scoring shots within the boundar-
ies of the target to be legal. In windy 
conditions, particularly at 200m, it is 
not unusual to be sighting into wind 
completely off the target.

Thus, different targets are used for 
different applications. Using the cor-
rect type can make a process much 
quicker and more efficient.

A standard 200m benchrest target.

A standard 100yd benchrest target.

SSAA Victoria has announced 
its Christmas trading hours. 
As per previous years, both 

ranges and the State Office will 
close between Christmas and New 
Years.

Springvale and Eagle Park rang-
es will open as usual until close of 
business on Saturday, December 23, 
before shutting down for the break.

Springvale Range will then reopen on 
Tuesday, January 2 and Eagle Park 
will reopen on Friday, January 5.

The State Office at Box Hill will close 
at 12pm on Friday, December 22 and 
reopen on Tuesday, January 2.

If you are stuck for Christmas pres-
ents, we have the perfect idea for you. 
Buy your friends and family members 
SSAA Victoria gift vouchers. 

Call the State Office on 8892 2777 
to learn about our voucher options 
and process your payment over the 
phone.

Christmas trading hours



For more information contact the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.

Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

PROTECT YOUR VISION 
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges. 
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for 

juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.



     SSAAVIC.COM.AU             19

VIC ALEXANDER 
Bendigo Branch President

The Bendigo Branch 
of SSAA Victoria 
has a long history 

of benchrest shooting, 
usually rimfire. As time 
has progressed, so has 
the equipment used by 
our shooters, with their 
competitive natures 
dictating the loosening 
of purse strings, and 
overriding the usual need 
for peace and harmony 
with the wife or husband. 
This competitiveness 
has seen an evolution 
of firearms, scopes, 
ammunition, rests, bullet 
graders and an increase 
in wind flags at the 
Marong Range.

It seems that the flag 
seeds were sown during 
a visit from some very 
experienced Melbourne 
benchrest shooters, who 
each planted about eight or 
10 flags at various distanc-
es. They then used them 
skilfully to shoot excellent 
scores. 

While some of the stron-
ger-minded locals refused 
to give in to this new-age 
voodoo, many of us were 
infected. Some of our 
members became keen 
‘wind gizmo’ inventers.

Unsurprisingly, this year 
contained an October, 
which could only mean 
SSAA Bendigo’s major 
prize shoot – the Gary 
Jones Memorial Shoot 
was coming around. The 

only thing missing for a fun 
day was ammunition. Yes, 
an ill-timed drought of our 
most popular brands had 
us worried, but the shops 
received them just in the 
nick of time.

The day of the shoot start-
ed quite calm and sunny. 
But slowly the wind built 
to its usual October level, 
telling us it was not going 
to be a doddle.

The first squad drew their 
benches and began setting 
up, with some shooters 
cultivating wind flags, 
and some happy to com-
pete without the colourful 
distractions. Sighting time 
began, and finished, with 
no complaints or sob sto-
ries. They were ready for 
the main event.

“Commence fire” was 
called, and the 40-shot 
match was under way. The 
wind was steady, and bar-
rels warmed to perfection. 
Barely a quarter of the way 
through the allotted time, 
the speedier shooters were 
leaving their benches, their 
faces showing a variety of 
emotions. One, in answer 
to a questioning look, gave 

a thumbs up. That could 
mean 400 out of 400 … 
things just got interesting.

Sure enough, when squad 
one’s targets were scored, 
there were two clear lead-
ers. Flacky and Tony were 
on 400 with 26 and 21 
centrals respectively.

Then it was time for squad 
two to try its luck. The wind 
seemed to be the same, 
so that was fair enough. I 
asked myself, “How come 
my bullets are blowing 
further out than everyone 
else’s?” It was time to 
gamble on some scope 

windage settings and hope 
my wind flag didn’t lead me 
astray.

Da Prez joined the leaders 
on 400. It was a long walk 
out there to the targets, to 
check how many centrals. 
We counted, “1,2,3 … 18”. 
Not enough to take the 
lead, but he had to be hap-
py with 400 out of 400.

When the time came for 
presentations, Flacky was 
ready to get his second 
plaque on the perpetual 
shield. He certainly de-
served the win in the trying 
conditions. It set a record 
for the 40-shot match. 
Tony shot very well to take 
second, and Da Prez was 
grinning from ear-to-ear 
with his third place. Da Sec 
overcame some last-min-
ute weight loss (the rifle, 
not him) to get fourth, and 
17-year-old Coop beat his 
sister, Paz, by one central 
to take fifth overall, and the 
first Junior.

Gary Jones Memorial Shoot

COMPETITION RESULTS
Geoff F. 400.26 1st Anschutz 64 SBR
Tony M. 400.21 2nd Anschutz 64 SBR
Vic A. 400.18 3rd Anschutz 54.30
Graeme E. 399.18 4th Anschutz 54 Custom
Cooper B. 398.18 5th Anschutz 64 SBR
Paris B. 398.17 CZ 452
Steve P. 398.17 CZ Varmint
Greg B. 398.14 Anschutz 64 SBR
Michael T. 398.11 CZ Varmint
Bill S. 396.15 Anschutz 64 SBR
Ken P. 394.12 Walther KKM
Michelle P. 394.11 Anschutz 1710
Les B. 390.8 Anschutz 1416
Eileen Y. 382.8 Anschutz 1416
Joanne B. 379.11 CZ Varmint

Geoff “Flacky” won the Bendigo Branch’s Gary Jones Memorial Shoot for 
the second time recently.
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RON JAMES 
Victorian Shooter contributor

Cleaning rifle bores is one of 
those subjects that we write 
about with a great deal of 

trepidation – everyone has their 
own way of doing it and everyone 
is right. There are probably as 
many opinions on how to do it as 
there are shooters.

It requires some financial outlay but, 
compared to a new rifle barrel, the 
outlay is a very good investment. 
There are two forms of residue left 
after a cartridge is fired in a rifle – 
there is some copper left in the bore 
caused by the passage of the bullet, 
and there is combustion residue from 
the primer and the powder burn. If 
both are left in the bore and contam-
inated by further shots, accuracy will 
eventually be affected.  Just how 
to go about cleaning it will be quite 
personal.

At the very least, all shooters will 
need the following:

• Appropriately sized one-piece 
cleaning rod, fitted with a cali-
bre-specific pierce-style cleaning 
jag, or a wrap around jag  

• Calibre-specific cleaning patch-
es, or a bulk roll of cleaning cloth

• Paper towels

• Pressure pack can of carburettor 
cleaner/brake cleaner

• Cleaning solvent (there are many 
types)

• Bore guide

• Calibre-specific bronze bristle 
brush

It is a reasonable question to ask why 
you need these items. There is some 
controversy about cleaning rods. For 
centrefire rifles, my family has never 
used anything other than one-piece 

rods of the appropriate length. It 
should be coupled with an appropri-
ate bore guide to ensure that the rod 
is central in the bore, rather than rub-
bing on the side. The jag and patch-
es need to be of the correct calibre 
to ensure they fit the bore and will 
remove the residue efficiently. If you 
use cleaning cloth, it may take some 
fiddling around to get the correct size 
to fit the bore. Paper towels are used 
to keep the rod clean if it does touch 
the bore.

There are plenty of cleaning solvents 
available at local gun shops. A good 
old one is Hoppe’s No. 9. It may not 
be fast, but it works. Many modern 
bore cleaning fluids and foams claim 
that they remove both contaminates 
with a single application. Some 
shooters swear by them, but others 
are not so sure.

The first item to be removed from a 
fired barrel is the loose combustion 
residue that is easily removed. You 
can push a patch, or two, soaked in 
your favourite bore cleaner down the 
bore to remove it. 

I use Brake Clean – a motor vehicle 
pressure pack can to remove dirt 
and grime from disc brakes. It can 
be sprayed onto a patch and pushed 
through the bore. It will come out 
black. Two applications usually suf-

fice. It leaves no residue and evapo-
rates. A similar product is carburettor 
cleaner.

Next, you will need a couple of patch-
es dripping with either Hoppe’s No. 
9, TM Cleaner or Pro Shot cleaner. 
The patches need to be pushed 
through the bore and are followed by 
a bronze bristle brush, again coat-
ed with the same liquid. About six 
strokes is enough. 

Leave the bore to sit for at least 15 
minutes to allow the chemical reaction 
to take place on the copper. Be aware 
that time is needed for most liquids 
to react with the copper and some 
require more time than others. De-
pending on the fluid used, some will 
eliminate the bore brush and rely on 
the bore cleaner alone to do the job. 

Generally, bore cleaning products 
should not be mixed. Always ensure 
that whatever you use is patched out 
of the barrel before applying another 
liquid. 

CONTINUED PAGE 21

Bore cleaning basics

There are various types of bore jags.  
                              PICTURES: Ron James

Hoppe’s No. 9 is old, but efficient.
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Each year, in conjunction with 
its major prize shoot, SSAA 
Victoria’s Bendigo Branch 

runs a Rimfire Field Rifle Match.

While not attracting quite the same 
number of shooters as the benchrest 
match, the field rifle discipline ap-
peals to those who wish to develop a 
different skill set to others. It is cer-
tainly good training for field hunting, 
as the name suggests.

Bendigo Branch was very pleased 
to receive an offer of sponsorship for 
the match from Matt and Laura Smith 
of Smith’s Outdoors. It gladly accept-
ed the generously donated case of 
RWS ammunition.

Well done to Cooper, who top-scored 
on the day, from B grade. 

All the shooters who took part would 
like to thank Matt and Laura for their 
support.

Bendigo shooters hone  
their hunting skills

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

The next question is one that causes 
more controversy: How often should 
you clean? The short answer could 
be: ‘As often as you think is neces-
sary’. The opinions that follow are 
personal and you may disagree. 

During load development of any car-
tridge, the barrel is cleaned after the 
completion of no more than 10 shots. 
It includes three groups of three 
cartridges, plus one fouling shot. For 

varmint rifles in the field, again, no 
more than 10 shots.

Hunting rifles seem to raise the 
hackles of many. There are many 
variables depending on the type of 
shooting. A deer hunter many not 
fire more than a couple of shots per 
season, while a pig hunter may fire 
10 or more shots in a morning. The 
pig hunter would clean the rifle back 

at camp and allow the liquids to work 

while otherwise occupied. 

Normally it is preferred to protect the 

bore during storage. For this, we use 

a 50/50 mixture of Hoppes No 9 and 

Penetrene. Bristle brushes may be 

cleaned with methylated spirits or 

other solvents. Store them in an old 

plastic box to prevent contamination.

A good bore guide is essential.

COMPETITION RESULTS
Les B. 86 93 89 92.1 360.1 A 1st 
Graeme E. 87 84.1 92.1 95.1 358.3 A 2nd 
Vic A. 92.1 86.1 91 88 357.2 A 3rd 
Tony M. 84 90 81 98.2 353.2 A
Greg B. 68 90 93 93.1 344.1 A
Cooper B. 85 89.1 91.1 98.3 363.5 B 1st 

Michael T. 86 89 89.1 95 359.1 C 1st 

Eileen 83 77 72 92.1 324.1 C 2nd 

Paris B. 81 73 67 89 310 C 3rd 

Bill S. 60 74 90.1 76 300.1 C

Rimfire Field Rifle Match competitors.

Jags and patches of various types and size.
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Combine your love of travel 
with your love of the 
shooting sports by enrolling 

in the 17th biennial Alice Springs 
Masters Games.

Online registrations for the event, 
held from October 23 to 30, 2018, 
have now opened. The Games are 
expected to attract thousands of peo-
ple during the week-long festivities. 

Northern Territory Tourism and 
Culture Minister Lauren Moss said 
the Alice Springs Masters Games, 
which were first held in 1986 were as 
popular as ever.

“The Government recognises the im-
portant economic and social benefits 
the Masters Games provide to Alice 
Springs, which is why we have invest-
ed in major sporting infrastructure 
upgrades across the town to improve 
competitor experience and make the 
Games even better,” she said.

“An air-conditioned netball stadi-
um, new flooring and lighting at the 
basketball centre, resurfaced tennis 

courts, upgrades to the Alice Springs 
Golf Course and revamped lawn 
bowl facility will all be enjoyed by 
Games participants in 2018.

“With 36 different sports held across 
seven days, an exciting program 
of entertainment and social events 
and, of course, the spectacular 
Alice Springs as the backdrop, 2018 
is shaping up to be another huge 
Games.”

Shooting competitors can choose 
from the following events: 

• Muzzle Loading Rifle

• Black Powder Pistol

• Western Action (SASS)

• Field Rifle and 3-Positional

• IPSC

• Black Powder Sporting Clays

• Rimfire and Centrefire 
– Silhouette

• Black Powder Cartridge Rifle

• Lever Action Rifle

• Cowboy Lever Action

SSAA’s Alice Springs Branch will 
host some of the shooting events at 
its Shooting Complex. 

To register for the Games, visit www.
alicespringsmastersgames.com.au

Join masters at Red Centre

Ruger has issued a recall 
of all Mark IV pistols 
(including 22/45 models) 

manufactured from 2016 to June 1, 
2017.

The firearms have the potential to 
discharge unintentionally if the safety 
is not used correctly. Only a small 
percentage of pistols appear to be 
affected and, at the time of issuing 
the recall, Ruger was unaware of any 
injuries.

“Ruger is firmly committed to safety 
and would like to retrofit all potentially 
affected pistols with an updated safety 
mechanism,” the manufacturer said. 

Any Mark IV Target, Hunter, Com-
petition, 22/45, 22/45 Lite or 22/45 
Tactical models with serial numbers 
beginning with “401” (2017 models) or 
“WBR” (2016 models) are subject to 

the recall. 

Any new Mark IV or 22/45 pistols 
with a serial number beginning in “5” 
are not subject to the recall.

Ruger Mark IV pistol recall alert

The Alice 
Springs 
Masters 
Games 
will be 
held from  
October 
13 to 20, 
2018.

SSAA Victoria members can find their Mark IV pistol serial number on the position higlighted in 
the image.



AROUND THE TRAPS
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Ally and Janelle, enjoying the Kyneton Branch’s 
first Ladies Day in October.

A trio of happy shooters – Anita Dewar, Jenny Hansen and 
Leanne Cordova at Kyneton Branch’s first Ladies Day.

The Wodonga Branch had a full firing line at the end of November. Plenty of 
people were out enjoying the great weather.

ABOVE AND LEFT: The Wodonga Branch held a big working bee 
in late October. Member, Dave Mortimer, offered his expertise as a 
builder to organise the construction of the firing line. Several of the 
junior shooters also came to lend a hand.

Hamilton 
Branch 
President 
Russell 
Murphy 
showed 
the 
members 
his skills in 
fantastic 
weather 
conditions 
at the 
range in 
November.

The Hamilton Branch hosted a .22 LR Benchrest Hunter Class Competition in 
early November. Stephen Tew won the competition (second from left), Branch 
President Russell Murphy (third from left) came second and Ricky Crawford 
finished third in the senior section. Reuben Mirtschin was excited to receive the 
first medal in the juniors, even beating his Dad.

If you would like a photo 
of your club’s event, or 
a hunting trip with your 
family to feature in a future 
edition of the Victorian 
Shooter magazine, simply 
email the SSAA Victoria 
State Office at  
state_office@ssaavic.com.
au

All contributions will be 
considered by the editor.

Send us 
your photos



AROUND THE TRAPS
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Claire Bourke pulled out all stops to support the Pink 
Ribbon Day at Shepparton, dressing head-to-toe in pink.

SSAA Victoria Director Marion Barnes presenting Trevor Beach with an award 
during the Blue Ribbon Day presentations.

Claire Bourke and Marion Barnes enjoying the Shepparton Pink 
Ribbon Day.

Competitive 
shooters Claire 
Bourke and Bill 
Eagle at the 
Shepparton 
Range during 
one of its 
charity events.

Shepparton Pink Ribbon Day competitors Laura Hollyoak and father with Tony Carbone 
and Heath Doyle.

Claire Bourke, 
Anna Shedrina, 
from sponsor 
Bronze Wing 
Australia, and 
Bec Clinton 
enjoying the 
sunshine at the 
Shepparton 
Pink Ribbon 
Day.

Looking gorgeous in his pink tutu and wig is Trevor 
Beach, who supported the Shepparton Pink Ribbon Day 
fundraiser.



BRANCHES AND SUB-CLUBS NEWS

The AMCC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.

We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. 

If you have the same hobbies then you 
must belong to a nominated collectors 
club to obtain a collector’s licence.

We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.

For further details, contact the State Of-
fice between 9am and 5pm on 03 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at secre-
tary@amccvic.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)

General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25m, 50m, 100m, 200m.

Safety and Family Firearms Educa-
tion (SAFFE) Program: Second Sunday 
of each month from 10am to noon. $8 
(ammunition cost). Basic training for be-
ginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.

Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.

Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425

Website: ssaabendigo.com.au

Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com

Post: PO Box 1098   
         Bendigo, VIC 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 
the club before you join.

The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.

For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all 
disciplines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. The 
main range caters for all rifles, from air 
rifles to the largest calibres. The range is 
approved to 500m, for all rifle calibres.

Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 8pm during daylight savings 
(5pm close outside of daylight savings) 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm

Phone: 03 5283 1575

The range is home to the following 
clubs:
• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 

Club
• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Arms and Militaria Collectors Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club
• Youth Training Scheme 

Website: ssaavic.com.au/clubs

Schedule of events

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Military Rifle First Sunday each 
month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3-positional and 
novelty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme

The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

To help foster and develop hunter ethics, 
hunter training and opportunity. 

To foster the sustainable use of game. 

To improve hunting for the future. 

The club was set up in the late 1980s 
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to 
foster camaraderie among their fellow 
hunters. The club offers a relaxed, 
friendly and casual environment, with 
over 250 active members. Come along to 

BENDIGO 
BRANCH

ARMS & MILITARIA 
COLLECTORS CLUB

EAGLE PARK 
RANGE

DEER STALKERS 
CLUB

FIELD HUNTERS 
CLUB
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one of our general meetings to see what 
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or a 
meal at Bruno’s Café. 

General meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month except 
January at the Springvale SSAA Range, 
714-716 Princes Highway from 7.30 pm.  

We strive to provide members with both 
hunting opportunities and training. There 
are plenty of opportunities for members 
to get out and hunt. As a bonus, you 
meet like-minded hunters and often form 
lifelong friendships. 

If you are looking for an active hunting 
club then look no further.

Member benefits include:
• Access to the FREE extensive hunt-

ing DVD library.
• The monthly newsletter. 
• Guest speakers from a wide range of 

organisations, governing bodies or 
training providers, keeping members 
informed about what’s happening in 
the hunting space.

• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, nor-
mally $20.

• Organised hunting trips, including:  
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck 
shooting as pest control on rice 
crops during November and Decem-
ber, NSW R-licence hunts, weekly 
organised fox drives during the cold 
months. 

• On top of this, members have direct 
access to the club’s own Feral Animal 
Control Program, which has access 
to a major area of prime hunting 
throughout Victoria, all within two 
hours of Springvale. 

If you’re thinking of getting into or back 
into hunting and want to get onto a vari-
ety of different properties on a monthly 
or fortnightly basis then we are the club 
for you and your friends. 

Our own Feral Animal Control Program 
hunts provide a platform that offers guid-
ance and training to enhance member 
skills and safety in the field. Since we 
introduced this platform members have 
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77 
foxes.

On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook group, just for members. This 

is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so 
you could soon find that you have too 
much hunting available and not enough 
time to fit it all in.

In the past few months the club has de-
livered the following events to members:

• Feral Animal Control Program hunts.
• Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize 

of $1500 for any hunting-related 
equipment.

• Aussie Disposals discount night.
• Weekly fox drives, held in South 

Gippsland.
• 4WD training course
• Field to Fork game meat tasting 

night.
• NSW R-licence pig and goat hunts.
• Butchering and techniques.
• Pistol shooting.

So what are you waiting for, expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself.

Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay 
for your membership online.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  

Single Action shooting is a living history 
sport which uses the firearms of the 
American ‘Old West’.  

Participants are required to adopt a 
persona typical of the era and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  

Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  

Black powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category of 
Single Action. Our black powder shoot-
ers add to the atmosphere with lots of 

smoke and noise to entertain all.  

Shooter categories are established to 
cater for all age groups, both sexes, and 
different skill mixes.

We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  

These events use single shot, lever- and 
pump-action rifles ranging from .22 to 
big bore buffalo rifles.  

All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  

Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – incidents out 
of history, our translation of classic West-
ern movies or the old TV series.  

Visitors are welcome to come along to 
any of our competitions and, if they like, 
they may try their hand at Single Action 
shooting under instruction.  

The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have fun with people 
dressed in cowboy gear, using period 
firearms or faithful replicas.  

For further information please look us 
up at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or 
contact the Secretary Flossy Devine on 
0468 328 602.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 

We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 
targets using our amazing terrain to pro-
vide shooters with a great experience. 

All levels of shooters are welcome, with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. 

We encourage our shooters to join our 
club and become involved in setting up 
the grounds. 

Please give us a call or send an email. 

Our competition days are the fourth 

LITTLE RIVER 
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Sunday of each month, with nomina-
tions opening at 9.30am and closing at 
10.30am. 

JAN 8th NO SHOOT
22nd 100 Target SCA State Selec-

tion Shoot-Sporting
FEB 12th 75 Target 5 Stand and SSAA 

State Qualifer  (OPEN TO 
ALL )

26th 100 Target  Shoot- Sporting
MAR 12th 100 Target  SCA State Com-

pact Titles
26th 100  Target Shoot- Sporting

APR 9th 100 Target 5 stand  SSAA 
State Tiltes (OPEN TO ALL)

23rd 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting
MAY 14th 100 Target  - Doubles

28th 100 Target  SCA State Se-
lection Shoot-Sporting

JUN 11th NO SHOOT
25th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

JULY 9th 75 Target Compact
23rd 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

AUG 13th NO SHOOT
27th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

SEP 10th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting
24th 75 Target  Shoot - Sporting

OCT 8th NO SHOOT
22nd 100 Target SCA State Selec-

tion Shoot-Sporting
NOV 12th Vince Panetta 100 Target 

Sporting (OPEN TO ALL )
26th 100 Target  Shoot- Sporting

DEC 17th 80 Target Xmas shoot 
-Sporting

All shoots at LRSC are open to all 
shooters.

Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828, 
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au 

Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

Melbourne Benchrest Club’s (MBC) objec-
tive is the development and encourage-
ment of benchrest competition to achieve 
extreme accuracy in firearms, ammuni-
tion, equipment and shooting methods. 

Shooters interested in developing their 
accuracy and precision by shooting from 
a benchrest are welcome to come and 
participate or contact us for further 
information.

MBC is a sub-club of SSAA Victoria, 
based at the Eagle Park SSAA range. We 
hold monthly club shoots starting at 9am 
(arrive by 8.15am) on the third Sunday 
of each month at Main Range Two. The 
range has a roofed firing line with 25 
permanent concrete benches.

Buying a custom-built rifle can be a big 
commitment, so shooters with “off the 
shelf” hunting or tactical rifles are wel-
come to come with them to one of the 
monthly competitions and try benchrest. 

If you’re interested in this type of 
shooting, feel free to come and join in 
or contact us for further information. 
The monthly shoots are as much a 
friendly, social get-together as they are 
competitive.

Benchrest guns are typically pur-
pose-built to suit the individual shooter 
and are single-shot centrefire guns, sup-
ported by front and rear rests. With this 
set up, benchrest guns return to point of 
aim and can be fired rapidly, if necessary, 
to take advantage of a prevailing wind 
condition. 

The effect of wind is very noticeable 
when trying to shoot small groups, so 
wind indicator flags are used to show 
the direction and speed of the wind. 
Benchrest shooters enjoy experimenting 
with reloading and shooting accurate 
calibres, such as the light recoiling 6BR 
and improved versions of this cartridge 
like the 6mm Dasher, BRX and BR Ackley 
Improved.

Competition events throughout the year 
are 500m Fly, 300yd Mozzie, 200yd Rim-
fire and 100 and 200yd Centrefire. The 
300yd Mozzie is the most popular event 
on the MBC calendar and is a scaled 
down version of the 500m Fly. 

The competition involves each competi-
tor firing five shots at five targets, with 
scoring based on both group size and 
score. This tests the skills of the shooter 
in developing an accurate load for their 
rifle (group size) and also being able to 
read the wind to get their shots  

in the 10 ring (score). 

The Mozzie is the motif in the centre of 
the 10 ring and an extra point is awarded 
for each hit on it. Short-range benchrest 
– 100 & 200yd group competition – is the 
historical basis of benchrest; however, 
with advances in equipment, particularly 
optics, the longer distances of 300yd and 
500m have become increasingly popular 
at MBC.

MBC members also participate in 500m 
Fly matches held at SSAA interstate 
ranges in ACT, NSW and Queensland 
throughout the year. The 500m Fly and 
200yd Rimfire fly are recognised as 
SSAA National disciplines, and these two 
events comprise the annual Fly Nationals, 
which are held by each State in turn. The 
500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire are shot and 
scored as described above for the 300yd 
Mozzie but with a fly motif replacing the 
mozzie.

The annual MBC membership fee is $50. 
At each attended shoot there is a $15 
range entry fee ($20 for non-MBC mem-
bers) and a MBC target fee $5 to $10, 
depending on the day’s competition.

Contact MBC secretary Nick Aagren, 
0408 551 575, nick.aagren@gmail.com, 
Facebook Melbourne Benchrest Club.

MBC 2018 Calendar

All shoot days start at 8am.

Day Date Event
Jan Sat 6th MBC Practice
Jan Sun 21st 100 & 200yd 

Group
Feb Sat 3rd MBC Practice
Feb Sun 18th 300yd Mozzy
Mar Sat 3rd MBC Practice
Mar Sun 18th 300yd Mozzy
Apr Sat 7th MBC Practice
Apr Sun 15th 500m Fly
Apr Fri 27th 200yd Rimfire 

Fly - VIC State 
Champ

Apr Sat 28th Fly - VIC State 
Champ

Apr Sun 29th 300yd Mozzy 
- VIC State 
Champ

MELBOURNE 
BENCHREST CLUB
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May Sat 5th MBC Practice
May Sun 20th 300yd Mozzy
Jun Sat 2nd MBC Practice
Jun Sun 17th 100 & 200 yd 

Group Club 
Champ

Jul Sat 7th MBC Practice
Jul Sun 15th 500m Fly
Aug Sat 4th MBC Practice
Aug Sun 19th 300yd Mozzy
Sep Sat 1st MBC Practice
Sep Sun 16th 300yd Mozzy
Oct Sat 6th MBC Practice
Oct Sun 21st 500m Fly
Nov Fri 2nd Set up for 500m 

- Fly Little River 
Cup

Nov Sat 3rd 500m - Fly Little 
River Cup

Dec Sat 1st MBC Practice
Dec Sun 16th Xmas shoot 

and 2018 
presentations

We are dedicated to the safe, competi-
tive use of military firearms. Friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions are 
held at the SSAA Little River Range on the 
first and second Sundays of the month. 

The first Sunday (9am start) of the 
month events include the main event, 
a 3-positional competition over 100m, 
200m and 300m, plus the specialty 
event, which includes rapid-fire and is 
different each month. A long-range event 
at 500m is held three times a year. 

The second Sunday (11am start) main 
event is the 3P Trainer Competition on 
a mini 3P target over  50m, 75m and 
100m, using military trainer rifles (.22 
and 310 calibers) The  MRC State Titles 
are held in April at the Dookie Agricultur-
al College. Club rifles are available.

Other special away events are held in 
partnership with several VRA clubs and 
other Military Rifle Clubs. 

The club’s General Meeting for all 
members is held at the SSAA Springvale 
Range on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at 8pm. 

New members, juniors and visitors are 
always welcome. Come along and sup-
port your club. 

Annual membership is $35 for adults 
and $12.50 for juniors (12 to 17 years 
inclusive)

Website: www.vicmrc.com
Email: milrifle@vicmrc.com

Practical Pistol League of Australia (PPLA) 
was formed in about 1976/77 because of 
the surge in interest in IPSC. The PPLA 
was the second IPSC club formed in 
Australia and the first in Victoria. 

The aim was, and still is, to expand the 
interest in the shooting discipline of the 
International Practical Shooting Confed-
eration or IPSC. This action pistol sport 
epitomizes the safe use of pistols in the 
sporting arena. 

IPSC, as the name indicates, is an Inter-
national sport followed by literally thou-
sands of competitors in just about every 
nation on the planet. IPSC only uses full 
power handguns of .38 or 9mm calibre, 
including all their variants.

The PPLA runs monthly competitions on 
the third Sunday of each month at Eagle 
Park and has built an enviable array of 
pistol ranges to ensure that IPSC shoot-
ing is shown at its best in Australia. 

In fact, the range complex area built by 
the PPLA for IPSC is amongst only a few 
within Australia that can truly host and 
International level IPSC competition. 
PPLA has produced some of the finest 
IPSC competitors and International 
Range Officers within the world of IPSC.

PPLA has its own website and produces 
newsletters at various times throughout 
the year to keep members informed and 
plays a large part in the running of IPSC 
at a State, National and International 

level with various members holding 
positions at these levels. PPLA also has 
government accredited testers to exam-
ine new members to ensure that they are 
properly trained in the safe use and care 
of firearms.  

The club annual fees are varied and huge 
discounts are offered to families who 
wish to join, and as we are an IPSC only 
club, each member is required to join 
IPSC.  Prospective members should visit 
our web page to see how they can join in 
this exciting handgun shooting sport.

The club is a sub-club of the SSAA and 
membership of that organisation is 
mandatory.

Our ranges are situated at the SSAA Ea-
gle Park Range facility in Little River, an 
easy 40 minutes from Melbourne.

PPLA can be contacted either at our 
website, www.ppla.org.au or directly to 
Bill Campbell on 0412 855 266. Feel free 
to visit our range to discuss your interest 
on the first Sunday of each month from 
around 9.30am.

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers. It runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale Range. 

Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and 
Sundays from noon. 

A variety of competitions are shot, in-
cluding ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire 
and classic pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m, 
service match, IPSC and metallic silhou-
ette (at Eagle Park range). 

Our website contains a full calendar of 
competitions and range times.

Introduction to Handguns course

New members are welcome. We run 
regular Introduction to Handguns cours-
es which will teach you the basics of 
handgun safety and shooting fundamen-
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tals as well as provide an introduction 
to joining the club. The course consists 
of 30 minutes of theory followed by 60 
minutes on the range firing a variety of 
club handguns. The course costs $130 
and includes range entry and ammuni-
tion. Bookings for the course are taken 
online at our website or at the front desk 
at Springvale Range. Completing the 
introduction course is the first step in 
joining our club.

Club fees consist of a $400 joining fee 
and thereafter a $200 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 

Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 

For more information please see our 
website at: 

Website: www.sspc.org.au

Contact: info@sspc.org.au

The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-
tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training 
for competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events. Shooting is a sport 
that does not present a barrier to anyone 
who wishes to get involved - neither age, 
physical ability nor gender are barriers to 
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. 

It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.

The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 

many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.

Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 
Website: www.springvalepc.org

For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising.

We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.

We shoot multi-disciplines which may 
include 3P, Field Rifle, Practical Rifle, 
Sports rifle, Air Rifle, Feral Targets, 
Stuff-We-Make-Up-As-We-Go. 

No membership fees, just a $5 target fee 
payable at each shoot. 

Need more information? Email Jenny, 
dejen@jeheda.com or Katie Ktgrl0111@
hotmail.com.

If your preference is a phone call, talk to 
our Club Coach Bill, 0408 323 060.

The Springvale Shooting Range is open 
every day of the week. The facility, 
which includes a licensed bar, lounge, 
and restaurant, allows patrons to shoot: 
.22 rifles only at 50m (no magnums); and 
has 25-50m pistol ranges and a 10m air 
rifle range.

The range hosts a number of competi-
tions throughout the week, as well as ca-
tering for corporate and group shooting 
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday 
parties and community activities. 

The 50m, .22 main range is available 
to the public and members. Unlicensed 
shooters are welcome to come down and 
use the facility under the guidance of 

experienced range officers/instructors. 
Loan firearms are available at the range.

Trading hours:
Monday to Wednesday: 5pm to 9pm
Thursday and Friday: 3pm to 9pm
Saturday: 10am to 6pm
Sunday: 10am to 5pm 
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Email: springvale@ssaavic.com.au   

Want to have some fun?

Relive the excitement of bygone days 
by shooting black powder firearms –a 
truly engrossing and satisfying sport – 
with the Victorian Muzzle Loading Club 
(VMLC).

New members and visitors are always 
welcome to attend the VMLC monthly 
shoots at the SSAA Eagle Park Shooting 
Complex, located near Little River, on 
the third Saturday of every month. Even 
if you don’t own any muzzle loading or 
black powder firearms, knowledgeable 
and generous VMLC members are always 
eager to give you a few shots. In addi-
tion, supervision and support is given 
to all novice muzzle loading and black 
powder shooters.

Competitions are organised for all black 
powder firearms, including handguns, 
cowboy single-action rifles, black powder 
cartridge rifles, shotguns, and cannons.

In November, many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Champi-
onships, where lots of black powder and 
lead is expended during the day. At night 
everyone relaxes with a free barbecue, 
exchanging black powder stories and 
generally having a good time.

For additional information, contact the 
VMLC President Jim Morraitis on 03 
9401 1955 during business hours. Visit 
the VMLC website at www.vmlc.com.au; 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Victori-
anMuzzleLoadingClub; Twitter search for 
vmlc3; or Pinterest search for Victorian 
Muzzle Loading Club.

SPRINGVALE 
PISTOL CLUB
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Standing calendar – rifle range(s)

First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)

First Saturday 
• 1pm - 3pm Training programs and 

group bookings 
Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 LR
• Noon .22 r imfire 100m Fly 

Shoot 
• 1pm .22 LR rimfire Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Saturday
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette

Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am - noon Handgun Club Me-

tallic Silhouette

Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot any firearm
• 12.30pm 200m fox shoot

Fifth Sunday
• 10am - 4pm general shooting  

Wednesday 10am - noon

Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days. 

Wodonga Range Fees as at 1st July 
2017

Day range pass:

SSAA members
Adult $10
Pensioner $5
Junior Free
Non members
Adult $20
Pensioner $15
Junior Free

Other fees:

Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each
Competition Fee $5
Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)
Annual range 
passes

$75 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$45 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Wodonga range matters  

Upon arriving at the range, leave your 
firearms securely locked in your vehicle 
and report to a Range Officer (RO) who 
will be wearing a high visibility vest. 

The RO will guide you to sign the range 
attendance sheet and take your range 
fees. 

The RO will instruct you on when you 
may bring firearms from a vehicle to 
the firing line and when you may take 
firearms from the firing line back to a 
vehicle. 

The use of correct eye and hearing 
protection is compulsory for all people 
on the firing line. Sunglasses are not 
accepted

Our contact details

Contact us: President – Josh Knight - 
jaek1@me.com or Mb 0488 970 293 

SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club (WHGC) 
was formed in 1995 as a sub-club of 
SSAA Wodonga V06 rifle range, sharing 
the 200m- and 300m-range facilities with 
30 members. 

In 2001 WHGC moved to its new location 
to the west of the SSAA Wodonga V06 
ranges. It now has 145 members and is 
steadily growing. 

The club’s facilities currently cover seven 
main disciplines: metallic silhouette, ISSF, 
service match, NRA 900 match (bullseye), 
action match, steel challenge and IPSC.

Upon arrival

• All visitors and members must sign 
in on arrival

• From July 1, 2017 daily range fees 
for visitors are $10

• All visitors to report to duty range 
officer(s) after signing in

• Please ensure your vehicle is 
locked when unattended.

Upcoming major events

February 23-25, 2018: WHGC is hosting 
Victorian IPSC State Titles

Standing calendar

First Saturday month             
• 10.30am Bullseye (900 Match)
• 12.30pm Service Pistol 
• 1pm Action Match (Practical)

First Sunday month
• 11.30am to 1pm Black-powder/Air 

Pistol /25m
Second Saturday month 

• 10am Introduction Course (Must 
Pre-Book)

• 1pm Centrefire/25m
• 1pm Action Match (Falling Plates)

Second Sunday month 
• 9.30am IPSC – (Level 1)

Third Saturday month
• 10.15am Centrefire/25m
• 1.30pm Metallic Silhouettes – Big 

Bore (300m Range)
• 1pm Action Match (Barricades)

Fourth Saturday month
• 10.15am to 12 noon Metallic Sil-

houettes Field and Rimfire (300m 
Range)

• 10.15am Standard Pistol 
• 1pm Steel Challenge – Club Level

Fifth Saturday month
• 10.30am Practice and Novelty 

events
Range is open some Wednesdays from 
12.30pm to 3pm. Please email the Secre-
tary to verify which Wednesday is open.
See our website for more information: 
www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au

Our contact details
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Contact us: President Bruce Sweeney, 
bcsween@bigpond.com or Secretary 
Ruth on secretary@wodongahandgun-
club.org.au. Postal address: PO Box 715, 
Wodonga Vic 3689.

Retrieving trial

Summer is almost here. WGAA’s re 
trieving trial on Sunday, October 31 was 
… warm. Byron Kendall, our Advanced 
judge on the day, gave some sage advice 
in his opening remarks. He told us to 
bring dogs to the starting pegs wet and 
to keep an eye out for snakes and grass 
seeds. Both Byron and Intermediate 
judge, Bill Allen, toiled manfully all day 
under difficult conditions, conditions that 
made things very difficult for dogs and 
handlers. 

A good-sized brown snake necessitated 
changing the first run in the Advanced 
stake, while logs and low water levels 
combined with thick vegetation made 
things interesting for dogs in both stakes. 

At the end of an intense day both judges 
made reference to the difficult conditions 
and the handling errors that confounded 
dogs and handlers alike. Trials are always 
tricky affairs, and runs that appear to be 
simple can suddenly throw up problems 
resulting in frustration for handlers and 
confusion for dogs. 

This was certainly the case in the Ad-
vanced stake and Byron was unable to 
award any placings. 

However, in the Intermediate stake Bill 
filled the podium with Sam Hayes’ Lab, 

Samirya Field Scout (Scout) in first place, 
Angie Bloomer’s GSP Kobidan Justice 
Endures (Ishtar) as runner-up and Shane 
Emond’s Lab Samirya Slim Jim (Slim) in 
third place.

Many thanks go to the committee that 
laboured away on the Saturday, Sunday, 
and in the weeks preceding the trial to 
make the event happen. Thanks also to 
our judges Byron and Bill, who blended 
diplomacy, knowledge and application to 
the task, to the property owner and to 
everyone else who pitched in on the day 
to ensure a successful and memorable 
event. 

Christmas break-up and Water test

WGAA wound up another very success-
ful year on Sunday, November 19 with 
a Christmas break-up and Water test 
at a property near Riddell’s Creek. The 
weather was perfect, the property was 
magnificent. The dogs all enjoyed the 
cool water. 

As always WGAA put on a free lamb 
roast barbeque with plenty of salads and 
heaps of desserts. Thanks to all those 
who helped on the day – this was just 
about everyone.

The Water test was judged by Andrew 
Yeomans and the results were:

Intermediate Stake

1. Henry Foster and Bailey (Pointer)

2. Shane Emond and Slim (Labrador 
Retriever)

3. Sandra Lesniauskas and D.C. (Golden 
Retriever)

Advanced Stake

1. Henry Foster and Riley (Pointer)

2. Steve Luck and Meg (GSP)

3. Jamie Stellini and Charlie (Labrador 
Retriever)

February training day

The first monthly training day for 2018 is 
Sunday, February 18. 

See our blog or website for directions to 
the training site - just google ‘wgaa blog’ 

The club has an extensive range of train-
ing equipment which includes several 
electronic throwers, a ‘backing’ dog, 
retrieving dummies, stake-out chains and 
release traps.

As usual, kick off is at 9am with a BBQ 
and raffle at midday.

Anyone with a gundog is welcome. 

Any queries please contact our Training 
Officer, Kevin Phelps – 0407 091 221.

Memberships: Membership fee is $30 
and dog registrations are $10.

Facebook: WGAA is on Facebook.

Website: wgaa.com.au

Blog: Google wgaa blog
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Steve 
Luck’s 

GSP 
‘Meg’ 

makes 
a 

stylish 
retrieve

Kevin Phelps’ Labrador ‘Aussie’ in full stride.



Proudly supported by:

Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate 
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying 
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you 
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.

Hunting’s future 
depends on you

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example 

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards 

• Promote and praise good behaviour 

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them 

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice 
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested 
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)  

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote  
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them  

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help 
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane  
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected 
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a 
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely 
hunt animals 

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)  

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t  
leave animal remains in or near waterways) 

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore  
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters  
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping  

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a 
level playing field

• Share your knowledge and skills with others

Australian
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