
Victorian

Shooter
Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Victoria) official magazine

Precision 
shooting
The rifles  | The loads | The competition

ALSO INSIDE
• Tested: Webley shotgun
• New legal service
• Mildura’s 13-year-old world champ!

August 2018



The Victorian Shooter     3

News

2     The Victorian Shooter

The Victorian Shooter is a bi-monthly 
magazine of the Sporting Shooters 
Association of Australia (Victoria). Unit 
3/26 Ellingworth Parade, Box Hill 3128

Editor and Graphic Designer:  
Justin Law

Disclaimer: The views expressed in 
some articles and by some contributers 
are not necessarily those of SSAA 
Victoria.

The Victorian Shooter online:  
www.ssaavic.com.au

Email alerts: Subscribe to SSAA 
Victoria’s news alert. Email state_
office@ssaavic.com.au

Victorian

Shooter

You might have noticed our Prac-
tical Firearms Training Program 
has really started to take off. The 

program offers expert training and ac-
tual shooting to teach the fundamen-
tals before heading out on a hunt or 
to the range.

I commend the hard work of the 
State Office team in making it happen, in particular Training and Education Assis-
tant Manager Fady Khalife who has developed the program.

SSAA members can take advantage of this program at a discounted rate, which 
is one of the new benefits we are introducing.

We are also developing an exclusive legal service with access to a solicitor who 
specialises in firearms law. He’ll attend the State Office during the week. More on 
that when we have finalised the details.

Advocacy is another of the pillars on which we continue to build our Associa-
tion and we had great success in bringing the media to task over their lazy and 
biased reporting on firearms issues.

The Herald Sun was found to be in breach of three guidelines set out by the 
Australian Press Council in a story they ran last year. It painted those who advo-
cate for firearms users in a very poor light.

Thanks to our action, they were forced to print the adjudication prominently on 
Page 2 of their paper. It was a great day for us as we continue to fight for a fair go.

At National level, a new Coaching and Membership Development position has 
now filled.

The idea is to have a paid staff member liaise with our national disciplines to 
assist with developing competitions, which would filter down to each state’s 
sub-clubs and branches.

We certainly want to introduce a higher degree of professionalism into these 
areas and be seen as a national body promoting the shooting sports.

The Federal Minister for Sport, Bridget McKenzie, is also a wonderful promoter 
of the shooting sports and three of our board members were recently invited to 
attend a reception in Canberra.

Minister McKenzie organises the Parliamentary Friends of Shooting, which has 
several members among the ranks of politicians. They hosted Commonwealth 
Games gold medallists Laetisha Scanlan and Daniel Repacholi at the reception.

It was great to meet these fine athletes and to discuss the shooting sports with 
the ministers who attended.

Finally, you can help shape our future with your vote in the upcoming Board 
election.

If you’ve been a member for at least 12 months, you should have received ballot 
papers in the mail to elect four members to the SSAA Victoria Board of Directors.

Take time to read through the ballot paper and each candidate’s statement 
before making your decision. Your vote is important to our continued success.

Safe shooting

Denis Moroney
President SSAA Victoria
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SSAA Mildura’s Lachie Adolph won 
the Fifty Calibre Shooters Associa-
tion’s Junior world title at the NRA 

Whittington Centre in New Mexico, USA.
The 13-year-old Long Range Shooting 

Club Mildura member said he was at 
the event last month for the experience, 
but ended up bringing home some nice 
prizes along with his world title.

“It feels great, being able to achieve 
that,” Lachie said.

“I’m pretty speechless, that’s for sure.
“I had high expectations of myself but 

I thought I was going over there for the 
experience – I didn’t expect to win I just 
expected to learn from it.”

After shooting his first three groups of 
five shots over 1000 yards on day one, 
Lachie was just a point off the lead.

But he did better the following day, 
dropping just four points for a total of 13 
to take the lead in the Junior competi-
tion with an average group size of 10.75 
inches which helped him to achieve 
287/300 points.

“I kept my composure really well on 
the second day, dealt with being a bit 
nervous, and came out good,” he said.

“I knew I’d be around the top two or 

three, I thought maybe I’d be coming 
first but you don’t know, it was that 
close … I knew I’d shot really good on 
the second day and was only one point 
behind after day one.”

He also gave the seniors a shake 
to finish eighth overall, and his score 
included one grouping that was fourth 
best of all shooters at the titles.

Among his prizes was a McMillan .50 
cal target rifle, but Lachie said meeting 
the leaders in the sport was the best 
reward.

“There was a lot of people there who 
have won top events and done many 
things. Just being around those people 
and learning from them was great,” he 
said.

Lachie new world champ
SSAA Mildura’s 
Lachie Adolph 
became the Fifty 
Calibre Shooters 
Association 
Junior world 
champion. Not 
bad for a kid just 
heading over for 
a bit of experi-
ence.

(Picture above 
courtesy Sunray-
sia Daily)



News

4     The Victorian Shooter The Victorian Shooter     5

News

This little anecdote does not apply 
to anyone in particular, but points 
to a very common experience. 

“It has been three months now. The 
house is still empty, but I am getting 
used to it in an odd sort of a way. The 
kids are always welcome. Thank good-
ness I have a hobby and some good 
friends with whom I can go for a shoot 
or meet down at the range.

“If only there was someone to talk 
to. The doctor has been good and has 
given me sleeping tablets, just for a 
month. They’ll help with the nerves, he 
says, but take care not to mix them with 
alcohol.

“I remember a similar name on the 
tablets my mother used to take and 
one of my aunties, too. I don’t want to 
end up in a psychiatric hospital like my 
aunty. 

“The doctor says that a health plan 
can be formulated so that Medicare will 
cover chats with a psychologist. I am 
not made of money, so that would be 
good. We are always being told nowa-
days to talk it through. 

“The doctor has been very good with 
the family. He was able to show me 
how weight, high blood pressure and 
diabetes shortened my dad’s life and 
would shorten mine and the children’s 
if we did not take steps.”

Enter My Health Record, a consolida-
tion of public health records into digital 
form. For those of us who have moved 
about a bit, or have complex health-
care needs, My Health Record has the 
potential to be a fantastic resource.

There are several family traits and 
patterns in our genes and family habits 
which, if recognised, corrected or 
treated early will add up to a longer life 
and possibly a healthier life.

The My Health Record has the poten-
tial for doing just that. If health profes-
sionals have quick access to My Health 
Record in emergencies, then lives can 
be saved and emergency treatment 
can be targeted.

Even police officers, when faced with 
a medical emergency on the road or 

with paramedics, could do with such 
information.

But police unions, with bruising expe-
rience arising from robust Independent 
Crime and Corruption Commissions 
(ICACs), have also pointed out that 
law enforcement bodies can access 
My Health Record with no need for a 
warrant or permission from the courts. 
Our Health Minister disagrees.

Well, I agree with the police unions.
Data release of private medical infor-

mation is given to the Australian Digital 
Health Authority (System Operator) by 
the My Health Records Act 2012 and 
this is what Section 70 of that act says: 

(1) The System Operator is authorised 
to use or disclose health information 
included in a healthcare recipient’s 
My Health Record if the System Oper-
ator reasonably believes that the use 
or disclosure is reasonably necessary 
for one or more of the following things 
done by, or on behalf of, an enforce-
ment body: 

 (a)  the prevention, detection, 
investigation, prosecution or punish-
ment of criminal offences, breaches of 
a law imposing a penalty or sanction or 
breaches of a prescribed law; 

 (b)  the enforcement of laws 
relating to the confiscation of the 
proceeds of crime; 

 (c)  the protection of the public 
revenue; 

 (d)  the prevention, detection, 
investigation or remedying of seri-

ously improper conduct or prescribed 
conduct.”

The test of what is ‘reasonably neces-
sary’ is decided by the system operator, 
in discussion with the applicant law 
enforcement officer. No warrant, no 
oversight from the court. There will 
only be oversight from the court if the 
law enforcement officer and the system 
operator disagree and the law enforce-
ment officer takes it to the court. 

In the light of the recent tragedies 
in WA and NSW, I suggest it would 
be very easy to massage a request for 
the health records of a firearms licence 
holder into a reasonable request under 
Sec 70 (1)(a) or Sec 70(1)(d).

So, no hacking, no system security 
failure, no corruption. Just the system 
operating as it is designed to. Yes, as it’s 
designed to.

But, as my hypothetical story points 
out, we have inherited genes and 
traits from our parents and forebears. 
We pass them on to our children. That 
makes life complex and sometimes 
dealing with health issues complex. 

If the only issue to consider is privacy, 
then seriously consider opting out, 
though much of the My Health Records 
concept is good.

So talk it over with the family. The 
opt-out period will go for another nine 
weeks or so at the time of writing.
This article does not constitute legal 
advice. It does not it contain any materi-
al that relates to any individual person. 

Australia’s highest-circulating daily 
paper, the Herald Sun, has been 
brought to heel for lazy and bi-

ased journalism after SSAA Victoria took 
a stand against the paper’s attack on rep-
utable firearms organisations.

The action relates to a story published 
by the Herald Sun in June last year, 
which painted the firearms organisations 
and the firearms industry as social media 
“trolls” and sinister recruiters of “disaffect-
ed young men” in print and online.

 “The story was an outright attack on 
all firearms users and the organisations 
and industry that support them,” said 
SSAA Victoria CEO Jack Wegman.

“Sadly, this level of bias against gun 
owners is all too regular, but we have 
now shown that we don’t have to 
stand for it and that the Australian Press 
Council and other media regulators are 
there to protect us from this level of bias.”

In what was a prime example of lazy 
and biased journalism, the story was 
built on parts of a broader interview for 
a profile piece on Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation CEO and anti-gun advocate 
Lesley Podesta.

In that interview Podesta complained 
that the AMF had been targeted by 
“gun-lobby bullies” and that her staff had 
to receive counselling after “aggressive 
trolling from the firearms lobby” resulting 
from its opposition to the importation of 
the Adler 110 shotgun.

This was turned into a news story 
written by experienced writer Wendy 
Touhy who on several occasions used 

the phrase “the gun lobby” to describe 
people who had abused AMF staff.

This phrase implied any organisation 
which advocates on firearms issues.

SSAA Victoria, as the State’s biggest 
firearm-owner organisation which advo-
cates on firearms issues, took exception 
to the fact that it had been implicated in 

this story, that no balancing comments 
were sought nor was there any attempt 
to investigate the veracity of Podesta’s 
statements.

SSAA Victoria immediately filed an offi-
cial complaint with the Australian Press 
Council, which held an Adjudication 
Panel hearing in February this year. 

We argued in the hearing that the 
sweeping statements about “the gun 
lobby” in the article could easily be 
construed as SSAA Victoria or any other 
reputable organisation representing the 
interests of firearms users.

We said that the comments of a few 
individuals should not be presented 
as the views of the broader firearms 
community nor the reputable organisa-
tions which represent them.

The APC Adjudication Panel agreed 

and after some weeks of deliberation, 
handed down its final ruling that the 
Herald Sun had breached General Prin-
ciple 1. “As the misleading aspects of the 
article were not addressed by a correc-
tion or other adequate remedial action, 
the publication breached General Princi-
ple 2.

“The council also considered that the 
failure to seek a response or comment 
from any organisation or body in the gun 
lobby, firearms lobby or the gun industry 
amounted to a failure to take reasonable 
steps to ensure the article was presented 
with reasonable fairness and balance. 
Accordingly, the publication breached 
General Principle 3.”

“This is a great result,” Mr Wegman 
said. “Nearly every week we see in the 
media biased, hysterical and irrational 
attacks on firearms, firearms users and 
the industry that supports them.

“It has gotten to the point where 
common sense no longer informs conver-
sation around firearms, as demonstrated 
by the situation in Tasmania where very 
reasonable and sensible adjustments to 
firearms regulations have been attacked 
by hysterical and irrational anti-gun 
groups.

“What’s more, these people rely on 
media bias such as that displayed by the 
Herald Sun to scare people into donating 
money to them.

“Hopefully this ruling will send a clear 
message that we are watching and 
will continue to jump on these types of 
attacks on the shooting sports.”

Lawyer Peter Cooper has been SSAA 
Victoria’s counsel when it comes to 
legal matters concerning firearms. 

His services are now available at State 
Office in Box Hill.

Under a new arrangement with SSAA 
Victoria, Peter will attend the office three 
days a week and provide legal advice to 
Association members at a third off his 
normal rate.

He can either act on behalf of a 
member on firearms matters or refer the 
case where appropriate.

Areas of service offered under our 
arrangement include:
• Offences involving alleged breaches 

of the Wildlife Act 1975 and regulations, 
and where the Game Managemen 
Authority and/or police are involved.
• Matters involving representation of 
a member before the Firearms Appeal 
Committee and/or VCAT on rights-based 
issues.
• Matters involving the Licensing & 
Regulation Division, including applica-
tions, submissions and re-applications after 
a period of prohibition including being a 
member of a proscribed organisation.
• Advice on and preparation of wills 
and estates, especially where the estate 
contains firearms and collectibles.
• Matters involving prohibited person 

status and applications to become a 
non-prohibited person.

“Becoming a prohibited person is a 
concern for many firearms users, partic-
ularly given the broad arbitrary nature in 
which it can be imposed,” Peter said.

“It’s possible to make application to 
be a non-prohibited person with a high 
probability of success.”

However, it comes at a cost with the 
estimate for the process at $1320. As a 
member benefit, an annual $50 subscrip-
tion is offered where the subscriber 
would have the process cost covered.

To make an appointment, call Peter 
Cooper Lawyer on 0430 468 127.

Legal service extends SSAA Victoria’s member benefits

Herald Sun bias punished

“We have now 
shown that we 
don’t have to 
stand for it.”

Cooper’s 
Counsel

Peter Cooper Lawyer

Big brother is not watching...
...but he might not be able to resist a peek at your My Health Records
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Advertising of legally owned fire-
arms for sale is now allowed on 
the internet thanks to an amend-

ment to the Firearms Act 1996 pushed 
through by the Shooters, Fishers and 
Farmers Party.

The amendment was moved by SFFP 
MP Jeff Bourman who said “an online 
advertisement will have the same 
requirements as a printed advertisement 
with details as specified in the Firearms 
Act listed.

“A Permit to Acquire must be obtained 
from the police by someone with a valid 
shooters licence and that the purchase 
must go through a licensed dealer.”

He said the amendment aligns the 
advertising for the sale of legally held fire-
arms in Victoria with the rest of Australia, 
maintaining a consistent approach and 
makes it easier for legitimate firearms 
owners to legally sell their firearms.

“This is merely bringing a part of the 
legislation into the 21st century,” Mr 
Bourman said.

“When the laws were originally 
drafted, the internet was not a house-
hold service like it is today and the 
amendment merely fixes that.”

SSAA Victoria CEO Jack Wegman 
applauded the change and described it 
as common sense.

ssaagunsales.com
Buy and sell new and used:

SSAA GUN SALESSSAA GUN SALES
Australia’s most comprehensive firearms and accessories trading website

• Firearms, parts and optics
• Ammunition and reloading components 

• Knives and hunting products
• Camping gear, vehicles, boats and property

Rifles

Handguns Optics AmmunitionReloading equipment

Shotguns

Check out online sales

Online gun sales are now legal in Victoria meaning SSAA members can use the 
Gun Sales website, ssaagunsales.com

arrival of their daughter, Karen in 1963.
Bob loved his guns and in 1970 he 

founded Practical Pistol League of 
Australia, which became International 
Pistol Shooting Confederation in 1975.

In that year, Bob represented Austra-
lia in the World IPSC championship in 
Zurich, Switzerland and became the 
Australian IPSC champion in 1975, 1979, 
1980 and 1981, captaining  the Austra-
lian team in the IPSC World Champion-
ships in South Africa in 1981.

Bob was a hard worker and great 
provider for his family starting his own 
business, ‘York Security’ in 1982 after 
having worked for Mayne Nickless which 
eventually became Armaguard. One of 
his last jobs was delivering the payroll to 
the construction workers just before the 
West Gate Bridge collapse.

Consulting with film-makers, Bob was 
able to give expert advice on movies 
such as Death of a Soldier in 1986 star-

ring James Coburn, who he shared a 
cigar and whisky with. Coburn must 
have enjoyed his company, because 
at the end of filming, he gave Bob his 
personal lighter.

Bob was the official armourer for the 
film and was very proud of having his 
name listed as such in the film credits, 
in fact, Bob and the family thought that 
was the best part of the movie.

Bob also performed personal protec-
tion duties for Meryl Streep when she 
was here in 1988 filming Evil Angels, as 
well as providing security for the Logies 
here in Melbourne. Other pursuits 
included opening an indoor shooting 
range in Russell Street where he trained 
security guards and police. 

In March of 1993, Duke York, Arkansas 
and G W (Cowboy nicknames), started 
what became the Fort Bridger Western 
Action Shooting Club, which initially 
held competitions near Seymour.

Bob loved cowboy action shooting, 
and the company and fellowship of 
like-minded cowboys and cowgirls. He 
was awarded numerous trophies at State 
and National level and was loved and 
respected by his peers and fellow shoot-
ers. He always made himself available to 
help others improve their shooting skills 
and enjoy the sport that he loved so 
passionately.

Bob’s health took a turn for the worst 
when he was diagnosed with leukaemia 
in November 2011. Despite that, and 
also suffering heart and kidney problems, 
he rarely missed going to the shooting 
range. 

Bob lived and breathed shooting. He 
dedicated his life to it and was a champi-
on at it. His passing is a great loss to his 
family, friends and the shooting commu-
nity. He will be greatly missed. 

RIP Duke.
Adam ‘Rattlesnake’ Smibert

Robert ‘Duke York’ 
Hempenstall.  August 13, 
1941 – May 11, 2018.

Friends and family gathered on May 
18 to say their goodbyes to Bob 
and celebrate the life of an amazing 

gentleman and a legend in the shooting 
world.

Robert Anthony Hempenstall was 
born in the midst of war. He arrived on 
August 13, 1941 shortly after his mother 
Norah Hempenstall was evacuated from 
Liverpool to Blackpool due to German 
bombing raids.

As a child growing up, Bob was greatly 
influenced by his father Cecil including 
a shared interest in cowboys and the 
American West. John Wayne (the Duke), 
was their favourite cowboy actor and 
they watched his films whenever they 
had a chance.

One of his prized possessions was a 
cowboy outfit, complete with holsters 
and pistols. Cecil passed away in 1953 at 
just 35 and Bob was forced to take on 
the role of family patriarch at the young 
age of 12. 

He joined the Childwall Gun Club in 
Liverpool when he was 17 and his first 
revolver was a Ruger Single Six which 
he purchased in 1960. He developed a 
lifelong interest in all things cowboy and 
had a great knowledge of firearms in 
general.

He had no problem identifying fire-
arms in the movies he watched and 
would point out the mistakes film-makers 
made by their use of firearms that were 
not produced in the time setting of the 
film. 

Due to Bob’s love of the cowboy life, he 
had for a long time wanted to go abroad 
and settle in the US. But his mother was 
afraid it was a dangerous and hostile 
place, so after some research and found 
that Australia had cowboys as well. 

He immigrated to Australia in Decem-
ber 1961 and joined Oakleigh Pistol 
Club. The rest of the family followed in 
March 1962., 

The love of Bob’s life Gean Whitby 
followed a few months later and they 
were married in Melbourne later that 
same year and were blessed with the 

Vale Robert ‘Duke York’ Hempenstall 
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Shooting  
the wings 
off a fly

If you fancy yourself as a deadeye with a rifle, SSAA Victoria 
has clubs in several disciplines where the steadiness of your 
aim makes all the difference.
They include long range precision, metallic silhouette and 

field rifle for those wanting to hone their hunting skills.
But the one discipline that encapsulates the ideal of extreme 

accuracy is benchrest. Firearms, ammunition, equipment and 
shooting methods all contribute to achieving the tiny groups 
required for success.

A few grains of powder or one thousandth of an inch in 
bullet seating can make all the difference in benchrest, but 
you’re talking national competition level and even a simple .22 
with a decent scope and a couple of sandbags is enough to 
get started.

To learn more about what you need and how to get involved 
in this discipline, we went to Melbourne Benchrest Club’s 
(MBC) Nick Aagren who recently won gold at the National Fly 
Shoot in Western Australia.

“I’ve been told that the three essential requirements for 
success at benchrest competition are the barrel, the bullet and 
the nut behind the butt,” he laughs.

“The best way to begin in benchrest, which is what I did, is to 
attend club matches with whatever gun you have, give it a go.

“Talk to benchrest shooters who have achieved success in 
club and state competitions, find out what calibres they shoot, 
the equipment they use and how they set it up.”

In the meantime, here is a comprehensive look at how it 

In this precision 
shooting special, we talk 

to national champion 
Nick Aagren about  

the fine art of benchrest.
Continued Page 10

Nick Aagren (below) 
with a target he shot 
at the 2017 Nationals
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works, what you need to get involved 
and how to chase those tiny groups.

The discipline
Benchrest competition is won by 

shooting the smallest possible five or 
10-shot groups at set distances.

Five targets are shot in each match at 
a selected distance with a time limit of 
seven minutes per target.

The distances range from 100m to 
500m and beyond using centrefire rifles, 
or 50m to 200yd (yes, yards instead of 
metres due to a quirk in tradition) using 
rimfire rifles.

The shots are taken from rifles placed 
on solid concrete benches with front 
and rear rests to make it an absolute test 
for equipment as much as the shooters 
themselves.

“There a many competition categories 
or classes within Benchrest with each 
class being defined by the type of rifle 
(usually a weight limit),” Nick says.

“The most popular competitions at 
MBC are the Fly shoots at 300yd and 
500m for centrefire and 200yd for 
rimfire.”

In Fly, the 5-shot groups must be small 
and also centred in the 46mm 10-ring to 
achieve high scores, which is an extra 
challenge.

To be successful at this level, equip-
ment plays a huge part.

 
Getting started

Basically, there are a variety of calibres 
used but aerodyndamic, high ballistic 
co-efficient (BC) bullets are essential 
to reduce the impact of wind. The 
6mm based on the BR (for bench rest) 
cartridge is the most popular due to its 
low recoil and accuracy.

Factory loads won’t do when accuracy 
is everything so reloading tools, such as 
a press to resize cases and seat projec-
tiles, are also needed. A set of digital calli-
pers for case measurements and digital 
scales for powder weighing should also 
be on the shopping list for the serious 
benchrest shooter.

Typically, benchrest rifles are built from 
custom components, which comprise a 
single-feed bolt action, a heavy barrel, 
a benchrest-style stock and high-end 
optics.

Second-hand guns are readily avail-
able and much less expensive than 
building a new gun from scratch.

“I started Fly shooting in 2012 with my 
hunting rifle, a Tikka T3 6.5x55, with a 
varmint barrel,” Nick says.

“I replaced the stock with a flat-based 
3in-wide fore-end benchrest stock 
and purchased a Nightforce 12-42x56 
Benchrest scope so I could see the bullet 
holes at 500m.”

Competition rifles
There are different competitions in 

benchrest and one of them is Fly Three-
Gun, which is where Nick had success at 
national level in June.

The three categories in Three-Gun are 
light gun centrefire (less than 7.71kg), 
heavy gun centrefire (greater than 
7.71kg), both shot at 500m, and the 
rimfire (less than 7.71kg) shot at 200yds.

Nick’s three custom rifles for this 
competition are two 6mm Dasher 
centrefires and a .22LR rimfire.

 “With this three-rifle combination 
I won the 2018 Fly Nationals 3-Gun 
aggregate in Perth, scoring two seconds 
and a fourth.”

The Light Gun is often shot in both 
categories by competitors that don’t 
want to buy a second centrefire.

“Two of these three guns were 
purchased second-hand,” he says. “I think 
second-hand benchrest rifles are prefer-
able because they are ready to go, with 
most likely just a new barrel required.”

Nick says there are a few things he 
looks at when purchasing a Fly benchrest 
rifle new or second-hand.

His rule of thumb is to look for a single-

From Page 9

Continued Page 12

Above: Nick’s three guns he uses in the Three-Gun Fly. Below: Nightforce is the 
scope of choice among benchrest shooters.

An experimental 
benchrest gun. The 

sky’s the limit as long 
as it meets simple 

weight rules.
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shot custom action of a known brand 
that has won in benchrest competition.

Other things to look for are a benchrest 
trigger that can be set for a crisp 1.5oz 
pull weight, a quality scope of variable 
power up to at least 42 times, and a flat 
base fore-end benchrest stock that will 
ride in the front and rear rests.

“My centrefire actions are a Nesika K 
left-hand dual port and a Stiller Python 
left-hand dual port. Both have Jewell 
triggers set at 1.5oz pull weight,” Nick 
says.

“One stock is a Kelby 1M and the 
other is a Shehane ST1000 tracker and 
both are fitted with Maddco barrels 
plus Nightforce Competition 15-55x52 
Scopes.

“The .22LR is a left-hand right feed 
Turbo action with a Jewell trigger, a 
Weaver 36x fixed scope and a Maddco 
barrel.”

The colourful stock paint jobs are not 
essential but benchrest shooters take 
pride in their rifles so, to showcase them, 
the stocks often sport a professionally 
painted or hydro-dipped finish.

Rests and flags
As the name suggests, benchrest 

means the rifle rests on the bench 
propped on either small sandbags or a 
front rest to make it as steady as possible.

The idea is that you have a setup that 
allows you to make small adjustments 
for accuracy and quickly return the sight 
to the target after each shot. In competi-
tion, time is of the essence.

Sandbags are popular and most 
shooters use at least a rear bag. They are 
cheap, offer great stability and absorb 
recoil.

A front rest has a bracket to hold the 
fore-end steady and the shooter uses a 
joystick to move the rifle in any direction 
to fine-tune aim or switch between the 
sighter target and scoring target.

A good rest should be heavy enough 
to absorb recoil when shooting centre-
fire and keeping the set-up on target, but 
it also requires shooter input.

“Once fired, the rifle scope returns to 
the target by being pushed with the 
shoulder up to the fore-end stop on the 
front rest,” Nick says.

It can get expensive going the front 
rest path, especially when shooting at 
national level, but for getting into the 
sport at club level, sandbags or simple 

second-hand set-up will do the job.
“When I decided to get more involved 

with benchrest and upgrade my equip-
ment, I purchased a Seb Neo joystick 
front rest and a rear sand-filled bag,” Nick 
says. “I’m still using this set up after six 
years and it continues to deliver results.”

He also purchased wind flags, which 
are important equipment on the range.

“Using wind flags is critical in 

benchrest because they help the shooter 
to understand the influence of wind on 
the projectile,” Nick says.

“If your competitors are watching 
wind flags and you aren’t, no matter 
how well your gun groups, they will 
have an advantage over you.”

Hand loading
Benchrest shooting is an exercise in 

precision. Rifles are built to exacting 
tolerances and the ammunition used 
with them can have significant impact 
on accuracy.

To give a benchrest shooter the best 
chance for success, hand loading ammu-
nition allows each component to be 
carefully measured and fine-tuned.

“Benchrest shooters select a combina-
tion of powder and projectiles suitable 

to their chosen calibre, load them into 
primed cases and go to the range to test 
how well they group,” Nick Aagren says.

“I chose the 6mm Dasher because it 
does not require trying a large variety of 
powders and projectiles, which saves on 
money spent on components and time 
spent on getting to a range for testing.

“Still, it will most likely require trying 
several different loads and a few trips to 

the range to work out which one your 
gun groups the best with.”

The different loads will still comprise 
the same cases, primers, powder and 
bullets with the variables being small 
changes in powder charge and bullet 
seating depth.

“In benchrest shooting we are looking 
for consistency in components, which 

From Page 11

Continued Page 14

Nick’s rest setup 
includes a Seb 
Neo front rest and 
sandbags for the 
stock, elbow and 
joystick hand. The 
leather tube at the 
left catches brass 
as it’s ejected. The 
scope cross hairs 
are positioned 
below the target 
and the joystick 
is used to move 
between the wind 
flags, sighter target 
and scoring target.

Above: The stubby BR 
round (left) next to the 
6mm Dasher and 6mm 
BRA (right).

Left: An Ultimatum 
action with a Jewel 
trigger that has 1.5oz 
of pull weight.
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Precision Shooting special feature

By Nick Aagren

For me choosing ammo depends 
on the wind strength on the day. 
If the wind is up, the sleek 105gn 

VLD will cut through the wind with less 
hold off/scope windage adjustment 
than the stubbier 30BR.

In, say a 20km/h cross wind, the 
6mm Dasher may require 1-1.5min of 
hold off whereas the 30BR will require 
3min+. For me that’s too great a margin 
of error to work with in a competition.

But if the wind is below 10 km/h, 
it’s a lot of fun punching small 30cal 
groups at 300yds. The 30BR is certainly 
capable of sub-1in 5-shot groups at 
that distance.

When hand loading, adjusting 
seating depth of the bullet into or out 
of the barrel lands is a method used to 
improve the size of the groups once a 
powder charge has been decided on.

It is a misconception that the best 
accuracy is always found with the VLD 
bullet jammed 10 thou into the lands.

Testing by benchrest shooters has 
proven this to not always be the case 
and excellent groups have been shot 
with projectiles jumped, not touching 
the barrel lands.

I refer you to the online Berger article 
“Getting the Best Precision and Accura-
cy from VLD Bullets in Your Rifle”. 

Another misconception is that accu-
racy is improved by only neck sizing 

cases after they have been fired.
It doesn’t improve accuracy and can 

lead to a case being difficult to extract, 
which means less time to get all your 
shots on target before a wind change. 
Full-length resizing is recommended to 
avoid a case sticking in the chamber.

Barrels are consumables along with 
projectiles, primers, powder and brass 
cases. After many firings, the extreme 
temperatures cause the barrel to dete-
riorate and it will lose its accuracy.

When this happens it’s time to get a 
new one and there are many brands 
to choose from. Most are made in 
the USA, such as Broughton, Kreiger, 
Lija and Shilen, but Maddco is Austra-
lian-made.

The barrels come as a blank, 
meaning they require chambering to 
your desired cartridge by a gunsmith.

All custom barrels are made to tight 
tolerances and can shoot small groups, 
but benchrest shooters often speak of 
having a good or bad barrel.

The good one, the mythical 
“hummer barrel”, shoots tight groups 
with minimal load development and 
the bad one, while it groups okay, for 
reasons unknown continues to frus-
trate the shooter. They spend more 
time than they think necessary to find 
an accurate load and it may still elude 
them. This is one of the mysteries of 
benchrest shooting.

translates into the projectile hitting the 
target as accurately as possible shot after 
shot,” Nick says.

He says Lapua brass is almost exclusive-
ly used in benchrest because the cases 
are manufactured to tight tolerances.

For bullets, Nick says he uses Bergers 
and the Australian-made Copperhead 
VLD (very low drag) because they are 
made to very close tolerances.

However, many benchrest shooters 
search for greater uniformity by sorting 
their bullets into batches of similar 
weight and base-to-tip measurement.

The BR cartridge
Rifles chambered for the 6mm BR 

cartridge and its wildcat variations, such 
as the Dasher and BRX, are winning 
more matches than any other cartridge.

Nick says he had his custom rifle 
chambered for the 6mm Dasher using 
a 1:8-twist custom barrel to stabilise the 
105gn very low drag projectiles best 
suited for 300m and 500m competition.

His Dasher round is a modified 6mm 
BR case that holds a couple more grains 
of powder to make it 150fps faster than 
the 6mm BR.

“The 6mm BR cartridge is a good 
starting point for a Fly rifle for several 
reasons,” he says.

“First, Lapua, the maker of very uniform 
quality brass, produce 6mm BR cases 
that will last 20-plus firings.

“Second, so much load development 

Tips for the advanced 
benchrest shooter is documented and known by benchrest 

shooters on this cartridge that it is easy 
to find an accurate load capable of sub 
1in 5-shot groups at 500m.”

The current national 500m Fly small 
group of 0.598in was shot with a 6mm 
BR, 103gn Copperhead VLD projectiles 
and ADI 2208 powder.

“Third, it has mild recoil because it 
uses a small 30gn charge of powder 
compared to larger cartridges. ADI 2208 
is the most popular powder for the 6mm 
BR. 

“And finally, the 6mm BR cartridge is 
inexpensive to shoot compared to most 
other calibres suitable for Fly competi-

tion. With its good case life, small powder 
charge and a barrel life you can expect a 
set up like this to last for more than 2000 
rounds.”

Melbourne Benchrest Club
MBC holds monthly club shoots start-

ing at 9am on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month at Eagle Park’s Main Range 2. 
Shooters interested in developing their 
accuracy and precision by shooting from 
a benchrest are welcome to come and 
participate or contact the club for further 
information.

You might end up building a top-of-
the-range custom gun, but you certainly 

don’t have to start out with one. All 
levels of experience and equipment are 
catered for. 

As well as club shoots there is an 
opportunity to travel interstate to 
compete in benchrest Fly competitions.

The monthly shoots are as much a 
friendly, social get-together as they are 
competitive. 

The annual MBC membership fee is 
$50. At each attended shoot there is a 
$15 range entry fee for club members 
and a target fee of $5.

For more information contact Nick 
Aagren, MBC secretary, 0408 551 575. 
Facebook: Melbourne Benchrest Club.

From Page 13

Heavy Gun finalists at the 2017 Fly Nationals. Melbourne Benchrest Club’s Nick 
Aagren (left) came second, Dave Groves (ACT) first and Rob Eager (NSW) third.

The 6mm Dasher (left) with Berger VLD 
105gn, using ADI 2208 for 2980fps. 
Right is the 30BR with a Speer TNT 
125gn, using ADI 2207 for 3000fps.

Nick Aagren putting in 
time at Eagle Park. 
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State Office was pleased to receive 
a shotgun for review leading into 
the 2018 duck season. A brand-new 

Webley and Scott WS951 Sporter was 
supplied by Outdoor Sporting Agencies 
(OSA). OSA import and distribute these 
firearms, which come in at the budget 
end of the shotgun market. 

So what do you get for under $1000 
in the way of a shotgun? After spending 
some time with it, we discovered a bit 
more than you would expect.

Out of the box the firearm looks quite 
nice. The oiled walnut stock has a bit of 
grain to it and the receiver has some nice 
scroll work engraved into each side. 

The underneath of the receiver has 
some additional engraving along with 
the W&S logo and “Webley & Scott 951” 
model designation.

The receiver is a matt silver colour and 
is made from a moly-chrome forging 
process. The exterior finish is quite 
reasonable, though the attention to 
detail is commensurate with the price 
you are paying.

The interior surfaces were not finished 
to a high standard and the action was 
very tight. While it did loosen up a bit 
over the course of the review, rub marks 
became quite evident on the inside of 
the receiver on one side.

A close look showed the clearances 

W&S adds value with new 951
Hunting Development Manager David Laird discovers bang for buck in W&S’s budget shotgun.

Continued Page 20



Tested: Webley & Scott 951

18     The Victorian Shooter The Victorian Shooter     19

on both sides of the action were differ-
ent. You could slide two pieces of paper 
between the chambers and the action 
on one side, while the other side would 
not allow a single piece of paper.

The fore-end showed the same differ-
ence in clearance on that side, but in this 
price range, that’s par for the course.

We thought the metal to wood fit was 
quite good and there are some excellent 
features for an entry-level shotgun.

A single trigger, a slide safety catch on 
the tang incorporating a barrel selector, 
ejectors, 76mm (3in) chambers and five 
interchangeable chokes give this gun 
plenty of versatility.

The review gun fitted me very well. It 
came to the shoulder nicely with my eye 
immediately aligning along the venti-
lated rib to the front fibre-optic sight. It 

pointed naturally and swung smoothly.
It has a length of pull of 375mm (15"), 

which is quite long, but it suited me. 
With a weight of 3.55kg (7.8lbs) and an 
overall length of 1206mm (47.5") I found 
it to be a comfortable firearm to use.

Recoil from target loads was light 
and while you could feel the heavier 
duck loads, they were still comfortable 
to shoot. The fitted recoil pad obviously 
helps in this respect.

I took the 951 out on a duck hunt 
just after opening. I was happy with 
how it handled in the field except for 
an occasional ejector issue. A couple of 
times the shell in the bottom barrel did 
not eject properly. I put it down to the 
action being so tight that it was difficult 
to break the gun fully open.

In the heat of the moment and 
wanting to reload quickly the barrels 

did not rotate quite enough to enable 
the shell to clear the action. Manual 
extraction was then required.

A day at the range shooting clay 
targets loosened the action a bit more 
and the problem did not reoccur. 

At the end of the day you want a 
shotgun to break clays or down birds 
and the 951 did just that. I shot a few 
ducks with it and I’m sure they didn’t 
notice any difference between the W&S 
and a high-cost name gun.

My 16-year-old son attended the 
Shotgun Education Program course at 
Eagle Park and used the gun for the day 
as part of this review.

Being taller than me he found that the 
gun fitted him very well. There were no 
problems with ejection after it had been 
worn in and the consistent sight of clays 
breaking showed that both he and the 

gun were doing their part.
His one negative comment was the 

fact that it was still very tight and took a 
bit of effort to open.

Not having had any other W&S 951s 
to compare with the test gun, I can’t say 
whether this is an issue with all of them 
or not. If I was buying one, I would want 
to assemble it and check it out before 
handing over my money.

That said, for an entry level shotgun, 
the W&S 951 offers a lot for the price. 
Interchangeable chokes, barrel selector, 
single trigger and ejectors are all desir-
able features that the WS951 provides.

For someone on a budget starting 
out hunting or clay target shooting the 
W&S is certainly worth considering. The 
company also stands behind its product 
with a three-year warranty so there is 
some additional peace of mind with that.

The Sporter brought down the birds without issue. Out of the box, the gun was tight 
and the ejector got stuck, but these problems resolved themselves with use.

Less-than-perfect clearances on the 
budget 951 left a few rub marks.

“You want a 
shotgun to 
break clays or 
down birds. 
There was 
certainly no 
problem with 
the 951 doing 
that.”

From Page 19
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Moroccan Rabbit 
and Pumpkin 

Field to Fork

Serves 2
2 tablespoons olive oil
400g rabbit, cubed
1 tablespoon ketjap manis (sweet soy 

sauce)
2 teaspoons ground cumin
2 teaspoons ground garam masala
1 large red onion - finely sliced
½ medium butternut pumpkin - skin off 

and cubed
400g can chickpeas - drained
1 teaspoon ground cardamom
½ cup water
¼ cup currants
couscous and extra ketjap manis to 

serve

1  Heat 1 tablespoon of oil in a 
large wok and add the rabbit. Once the 
rabbit has been sealed, add the ketjap 
manis and 1 teaspoon each of cumin and 
garam masala and cook for 5 minutes or 

until the rabbit is done.
2  Remove the rabbit from the 

wok and set aside.
3  Heat the remaining oil in the 

wok and add the onion; cook until slight-
ly brown.

4  Cook the pumpkin, covered, in 
a microwave until tender and then add 
it, the chickpeas and remaining spices to 
the wok. Cook for 3 minutes.

5  Add the water and simmer for 
10 minutes, then add the rabbit and stir 
occasionally until heated through.

6  Just before serving, stir through 
the currants.

7  Serve on a bed of couscous drizzled 
with ketjap manis.

Hint
The pumpkin can be replaced with 1 
large sweet potato for a slight change of 
flavour.

A recipe from SSAA’s Field 
to Fork – The Australian 
Game Cookbook. 
Find more at 
fieldtoforkcooking.com.au

For more information contact the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.

Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

PROTECT YOUR VISION 
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges. 
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for 
                      juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.

Fancy yourself in the kitchen with a 
fine cut of venison or a fresh duck? 
Perhaps you have a delicious reci-

pe for rabbit handed down through the 
generations.

If you do, we’d love to hear from you!
We’re putting together another collec-

tion of recipes for the next SSAA cook 
book: Field to Fork: Second Helpings.

It’ll be another go-to in the kitchen for 
preparing wild meat as we continue to 
support putting your own fresh, organic 
food on the table.

All who supply a recipe will receive a 
free copy of the book. Send recipes to: 
info@fieldtoforkpublishing.com.au
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Branches & Sub-Club News

The AMCC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. 
If you have the same hobbies then you 
must belong to a nominated collectors 
club to obtain a collector’s licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.
For further details, contact the State Of-
fice between 9am and 5pm on 03 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at secre-
tary@amccvic.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)
General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25m, 50m, 100m, 200m.
Safety and Family Firearms Educa-
tion (SAFFE) Program: Second Sunday 
of each month from 10am to noon. $8 
(ammunition cost). Basic training for be-
ginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.
Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.
Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425
Website: ssaabendigo.com.au
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: PO Box 1098   
         Bendigo, VIC 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 

the club before you join.
The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.
For more information email president@
deerstalker.net or call 0400 119 852.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all disci-
plines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. 
The main range caters for all rifles, from 
air rifles to the largest calibres. The 
range is approved to 500m, for all rifle 
calibres.
Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm
Phone: 03 5283 1575
The range is home to the following 
clubs:
• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 

Club
• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Arms and Militaria Collectors Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club
• Youth Training Scheme
Website: ssaavic.com.au/clubs
Schedule of events
Benchrest Practice First Saturday 

each month
Military Rifle First Sunday each 

month
Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3-positional and 
novelty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

To help foster and develop hunter ethics, 
hunter training and opportunity. 
To foster the sustainable use of game. 
To improve hunting for the future. 
The club was set up in the late 1980s 
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to 
foster camaraderie among their fellow 
hunters. The club offers a relaxed, 
friendly and casual environment, with 
over 250 active members. Come along to 
one of our general meetings to see what 
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or a 
meal at Bruno’s Café. 
General meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month except 
January at the Springvale SSAA Range, 
714-716 Princes Highway from 7.30 pm.  
We strive to provide members with both 
hunting opportunities and training. There 
are plenty of opportunities for members 
to get out and hunt. As a bonus, you 
meet like-minded hunters and often form 
lifelong friendships. 
If you are looking for an active hunting 
club then look no further.
Member benefits include:
• Access to the FREE extensive hunt-

ing DVD library.
• The monthly newsletter. 
• Guest speakers from a wide range of 

Bendigo  
Branch

Arms & Militaria 
Collectors Club

Eagle Park 
Range

Deer Stalkers  
Club

Field Hunters 
Club

organisations, governing bodies or 
training providers, keeping members 
informed about what’s happening in 
the hunting space.

• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, nor-
mally $20.

• Organised hunting trips, including:  
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck 
shooting as pest control on rice 
crops during November and Decem-
ber, NSW R-licence hunts, weekly 
organised fox drives during the cold 
months. 

• On top of this, members have direct 
access to the club’s own Feral Animal 
Control Program, which has access 
to a major area of prime hunting 
throughout Victoria, all within two 
hours of Springvale. 

If you’re thinking of getting into or back 
into hunting and want to get onto a vari-
ety of different properties on a monthly 
or fortnightly basis then we are the club 
for you and your friends. 
Our own Feral Animal Control Program 
hunts provide a platform that offers guid-
ance and training to enhance member 
skills and safety in the field. Since we 
introduced this platform members have 
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77 
foxes.
On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook group, just for members. This 
is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so 
you could soon find that you have too 
much hunting available and not enough 
time to fit it all in.
In the past few months the club has de-
livered the following events to members:
• Feral Animal Control Program hunts.
• Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize 

of $1500 for any hunting-related 
equipment.

• Aussie Disposals discount night.
• Weekly fox drives, held in South 

Gippsland.
• 4WD training course
• Field to Fork game meat tasting 

night.
• NSW R-licence pig and goat hunts.
• Butchering and techniques.
• Pistol shooting.
So what are you waiting for, expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself.
Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay 
for your membership online.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  
Single Action shooting is a living history 
sport which uses the firearms of the 
American ‘Old West’.  
Participants are required to adopt a 
persona typical of the era and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  
Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  
Black powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category of 
Single Action. Our black powder shoot-
ers add to the atmosphere with lots of 
smoke and noise to entertain all.  
Shooter categories are established to 
cater for all age groups, both sexes, and 
different skill mixes.
We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  
These events use single shot, lever- and 
pump-action rifles ranging from .22 to 
big bore buffalo rifles.  
All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – incidents out 
of history, our translation of classic West-
ern movies or the old TV series.  
Visitors are welcome to come along to 
any of our competitions and, if they like, 
they may try their hand at Single Action 
shooting under instruction.  
The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have fun with people 
dressed in cowboy gear, using period 
firearms or faithful replicas.  
For further information please look us 
up at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or 
contact the Secretary Flossy Devine on 
0468 328 602.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 
We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 

targets using our amazing terrain to pro-
vide shooters with a great experience. 
All levels of shooters are welcome, with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. 
We encourage our shooters to join our 
club and become involved in setting up 
the grounds. 
Please give us a call or send an email. 
Our competition days are the fourth 
Sunday of each month, with nomina-
tions opening at 9.30am and closing at 
10.30am. 
All shoots at LRSC are open to all 
shooters.
Contact: Eddie Magee, 0412 279 828, 
e.jmagee@bigpond.net.au 
Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

2018 Calendar

JAN 28 100-Target SCA State  
Selection Shoot - Sporting

FEB 25 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
MAR 25 100-Target Shoot- Sporting 

Ken Newman Memorial
APR 22 100-Target Shoot-Sporting
MAY 25 100-Target SCA State 

Selection Shoot - Sporting
JUN 24 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
JUL 22 100-Target Shoot - Sporting

AUG 26 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
SEP 22-23 100-Target Shoot - Victorian 

State Sporting Titles
OCT 28 Vince Panetta 100-Target 

Shoot - Sporting
NOV 25 100-Target SCA State 

Selection Shoot - Sporting
DEC 9 80-Target Xmas shoot 

- Sporting

Melbourne Benchrest Club’s (MBC) objec-
tive is the development and encourage-
ment of benchrest competition to achieve 
extreme accuracy in firearms, ammuni-
tion, equipment and shooting methods. 
Shooters interested in developing their 
accuracy and precision by shooting from 
a benchrest are welcome to come and 
participate or contact us for further 
information.
MBC is a sub-club of SSAA Victoria, 
based at the Eagle Park SSAA range. We 
hold monthly club shoots starting at 9am 

Little River 
Sporting Clays

Little River 
Raiders

Melbourne 
Benchrest Club
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(arrive by 8.15am) on the third Sunday 
of each month at Main Range Two. The 
range has a roofed firing line with 25 
permanent concrete benches.
Buying a custom-built rifle can be a big 
commitment, so shooters with “off the 
shelf” hunting or tactical rifles are wel-
come to come with them to one of the 
monthly competitions and try benchrest. 
If you’re interested in this type of 
shooting, feel free to come and join in 
or contact us for further information. 
The monthly shoots are as much a 
friendly, social get-together as they are 
competitive.
Benchrest guns are typically pur-
pose-built to suit the individual shooter 
and are single-shot centrefire guns, sup-
ported by front and rear rests. With this 
set up, benchrest guns return to point of 
aim and can be fired rapidly, if necessary, 
to take advantage of a prevailing wind 
condition. 
The effect of wind is very noticeable 
when trying to shoot small groups, so 
wind indicator flags are used to show 
the direction and speed of the wind. 
Benchrest shooters enjoy experimenting 
with reloading and shooting accurate 
calibres, such as the light recoiling 6BR 
and improved versions of this cartridge 
like the 6mm Dasher, BRX and BR Ackley 
Improved.
Competition events throughout the year 
are 500m Fly, 300yd Mozzie, 200yd Rim-
fire and 100 and 200yd Centrefire.
The 300yd Mozzie is the most popular 
event on the MBC calendar and is a 
scaled down version of the 500m Fly. The 
competition involves each competitor fir-
ing five shots at five targets, with scoring 
based on both group size and score.
This tests the skills of the shooter in 
developing an accurate load for their rifle 
(group size) and also being able to read 
the wind to get their shots in the 10 ring 
(score). 
The Mozzie is the motif in the centre of 
the 10 ring and an extra point is awarded 
for each hit on it.
Short-range benchrest – 100 & 200yd 
group competition – is the historical basis 
of benchrest; however, with advances in 
equipment, particularly optics, the longer 
distances of 300yd and 500m have be-
come increasingly popular at MBC.
MBC members also participate in 500m 
Fly matches held at SSAA interstate 
ranges in ACT, NSW and Queensland 
throughout the year. 
The 500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire fly are 

recognised as SSAA National disciplines, 
and these two events comprise the annu-
al Fly Nationals, which are held by each 
State in turn.
The 500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire are shot 
and scored as described above for the 
300yd Mozzie but with a fly motif replac-
ing the mozzie.
The annual MBC membership fee is $50. 
At each attended shoot there is a $15 
range entry fee ($20 for non-MBC mem-
bers) and a MBC target fee $5 to $10, 
depending on the day’s competition.
Contact: MBC secretary Nick Aagren, 
0408 551 575
Email: nick.aagren@gmail.com
Facebook: Melbourne Benchrest Club.

We are dedicated to the safe, competi-
tive use of military firearms. Friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere. 
Competitions are held at the SSAA Little 
River Range on the first and second Sun-
days of the month. 
The first Sunday (9am start) of the 
month events include the main event, 
a 3-positional competition over 100m, 
200m and 300m, plus the specialty 
event, which includes rapid-fire and is 
different each month.
A long-range event at 500m is held three 
times a year. 
The second Sunday (11am start) main 
event is the 3P Trainer Competition on a 
mini 3P target over 50m, 75m and 100m, 
using military trainer rifles (.22 and 310 
calibers).
The MRC State Titles are held in April 
at the Dookie Agricultural College. Club 
rifles are available.
Other special away events are held in 
partnership with several VRA clubs and 
other Military Rifle Clubs. 
The club’s General Meeting for all 
members is held at the SSAA Springvale 
Range on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at 8pm. 
New members, juniors and visitors are 
always welcome. Come along and sup-
port your club. 
Annual membership is $35 for adults 
and $12.50 for juniors (12 to 17 years 
inclusive)
Website: www.vicmrc.com
Email: milrifle@vicmrc.com

Practical Pistol League of Australia (PPLA) 
was formed in about 1976/77 because of 
the surge in interest in IPSC.
The PPLA was the second IPSC club 
formed in Australia and the first in Victo-
ria. The aim was, and still is, to expand 
the interest in the shooting discipline 
of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation or IPSC. This action pistol 
sport epitomises the safe use of pistols in 
the sporting arena. 
IPSC, as the name indicates, is an Inter-
national sport followed by literally thou-
sands of competitors in just about every 
nation on the planet. IPSC only uses full 
power handguns of .38 or 9mm calibre, 
including all their variants.
The PPLA runs monthly competitions on 
the third Sunday of each month at Eagle 
Park and has built an enviable array of 
pistol ranges to ensure that IPSC shoot-
ing is shown at its best in Australia. 
In fact, the range complex area built by 
the PPLA for IPSC is amongst only a few 
within Australia that can truly host and 
International level IPSC competition. 
PPLA has produced some of the finest 
IPSC competitors and International 
Range Officers within the world of IPSC.
PPLA has its own website and produces 
newsletters at various times throughout 
the year to keep members informed and 
plays a large part in the running of IPSC 
at a State, National and International 
level with various members holding 
positions at these levels. PPLA also has 
government accredited testers to exam-
ine new members to ensure that they are 
properly trained in the safe use and care 
of firearms.  
The club annual fees are varied and huge 
discounts are offered to families who 
wish to join, and as we are an IPSC only 
club, each member is required to join 
IPSC.  Prospective members should visit 
our web page to see how they can join in 
this exciting handgun shooting sport.
The club is a sub-club of the SSAA and 
membership of that organisation is 
mandatory.
Our ranges are situated at the SSAA Ea-
gle Park Range facility in Little River, an 
easy 40 minutes from Melbourne.
PPLA can be contacted either at our 
website, www.ppla.org.au or directly to 
Bill Campbell on 0412 855 266. Feel free 
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to visit our range to discuss your interest 
on the first Sunday of each month from 
around 9.30am.

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers. It runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale Range. 
Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and 
Sundays from noon. 
A variety of competitions are shot, in-
cluding ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire 
and classic pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m, 
service match, IPSC and metallic silhou-
ette (at Eagle Park range). 
Our website contains a full calendar of 
competitions and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome. We run reg-
ular Introduction to Handguns courses 
which will teach you the basics of hand-
gun safety and shooting fundamentals as 
well as provide an introduction to joining 
the club.
The course consists of 30 minutes of the-
ory followed by 60 minutes on the range 
firing a variety of club handguns.
The course costs $130 and includes 
range entry and ammunition. Bookings 
for the course are taken online at our 
website or at the front desk at Springvale 
Range.
Completing the introduction course is the 
first step in joining our club.
Club fees consist of a $400 joining fee 
and thereafter a $200 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 
Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 
Website: www.sspc.org.au
Contact: info@sspc.org.au

The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-

tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events. Shooting is a sport 
that does not present a barrier to anyone 
who wishes to get involved - neither age, 
physical ability nor gender are barriers to 
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. 
It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 
many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.
Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 
Website: www.springvalepc.org
For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising.

We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.
We shoot multi-disciplines which may 
include 3P, Field Rifle, Practical Rifle, 
Sports rifle, Air Rifle, Feral Targets, 
Stuff-We-Make-Up-As-We-Go. 
No membership fees, just a $5 target fee 
payable at each shoot. 
Need more information? Email Jenny, 
dejen@jeheda.com or Katie Ktgrl0111@
hotmail.com.
If your preference is a phone call, talk to 
our Club Coach Bill, 0408 323 060.

The Springvale Shooting Range is open 
every day of the week. The facility, which 
includes a licensed bar, lounge, and 
restaurant, allows patrons to shoot: .22 

rifles only at 50m (no magnums); and 
has 25-50m pistol ranges and a 10m air 
rifle range.
The range hosts a number of competi-
tions throughout the week, as well as ca-
tering for corporate and group shooting 
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday 
parties and community activities. 
The 50m, .22 main range is available 
to the public and members. Unlicensed 
shooters are welcome to come down and 
use the facility under the guidance of 
experienced range officers/instructors. 
Loan firearms are available at the range.
Trading hours Mon-Wed: 5pm to 9pm, 
Thu-Fri: 3pm to 9pm, Sat: 10am to 6pm, 
Sun: 10am to 5pm. 
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Email: springvale@ssaavic.com.au   

Want to have some fun? Relive the 
excitement of bygone days by shooting 
black powder firearms –a truly engross-
ing and satisfying sport – with the Victo-
rian Muzzle Loading Club (VMLC).
New members and visitors are always 
welcome to attend the VMLC monthly 
shoots at the SSAA Eagle Park Shooting 
Complex, located near Little River, on 
the third Saturday of every month. Even 
if you don’t own any muzzle loading or 
black powder firearms, knowledgeable 
and generous VMLC members are always 
eager to give you a few shots. In addi-
tion, supervision and support is given 
to all novice muzzle loading and black 
powder shooters.
Competitions are organised for all black 
powder firearms, including handguns, 
cowboy single-action rifles, black powder 
cartridge rifles, shotguns, and cannons.
In November, many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Champi-
onships, where lots of black powder and 
lead is expended during the day. At night 
everyone relaxes with a free barbecue, 
exchanging black powder stories and 
generally having a good time.
For additional information, contact the 
VMLC President Jim Morraitis on 03 
9401 1955 during business hours. Visit 
the VMLC website at www.vmlc.com.au; 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Victori-
anMuzzleLoadingClub; Twitter search for 
vmlc3; or Pinterest search for Victorian 
Muzzle Loading Club.
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Standing calendar – rifle range(s)
First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)
First Saturday 
• 1pm-3pm Training programs and 

group bookings 
Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 LR
• Noon .22 rimfire 100m Fly shoot
• 1pm .22 LR rimfire Metallic 

Silhouette
Third Saturday
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette
Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am-noon Handgun Club  

Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot any firearm
• 12.30pm 200m fox shoot
Fifth Sunday
• 10am-4pm general shooting 
Wednesday 10am-noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days.
Wodonga Range Fees
Day range pass:
SSAA members
Adult $10
Pensioner $5
Junior Free
Non members
Adult $20
Pensioner $15
Junior Free

Other fees:
Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each
Competition Fee $5
Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)
Annual range 
passes

$75 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$45 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Our contact details
Contact us: President – Josh Knight - 
jaek1@me.com or Mb 0488 970 293 

SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club (WHGC) 
was formed in 1995 as a sub-club of 
SSAA Wodonga V06 rifle range, sharing 
the 200m- and 300m-range facilities with 
30 members. 
In 2001 WHGC moved to its new location 
to the west of the SSAA Wodonga V06 
ranges. It now has 150 members and is 
steadily growing. The club’s facilities host 
Metallic Silhouette, ISSF, Service Match, 
NRA 900 Match (Bullseye), Action Match, 
IPSC and Steel Challenge.
Upon arrival

• All visitors and members must sign 
in on arrival.

• Daily range fees $10.
• All visitors to report to duty range 

officer(s) after signing in.
• Please ensure your vehicle is 

locked when unattended.
Upcoming major events
• 4-7 October, 2018. IPSC State  

Selection Match #3
• 9-11 November, 2018. SSAA Steel 

Challenge National Titles. Visit www.
wodongahandgunclub.org.au for 
information and entry.

Standing monthly calendar
First Saturday             

• 10.30am Bullseye (900 Match)
• 12.30pm Service Pistol 
• 1pm Action Match (Practical)

First Sunday
• 11.30am to 1pm Black-powder/Air 

Pistol/25m
Second Saturday 

• 1pm Centrefire/25m
• 1pm Action Match (Falling Plates)

Second Sunday 
• 9.30am IPSC – (Level 1)

Third Saturday
• 10.15am Centrefire 25m
• 1.30pm Metallic Silhouettes – Big 

Bore (300m Range)
• 1pm Action Match (Barricades)

Fourth Saturday
• 10am Introduction Course (Must 

Pre-Book) 
• 10.15am to noon Metallic Silhou-

ettes Field and Rimfire (300m 
Range)

• 10.15am Standard Pistol 

• 1pm Steel Challenge – Club Level
Fifth Saturday month

• 10.30am Practice
• 11.30am International Rapid Fire

Range is open some Wednesdays from 
noon to 3pm. Email the secretary for 
details.
See our website for more information 
www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au
Our contact details
President Sam Trabant, corowaTV@
westnet.com.au or Secretary Ruth on 
secretary@wodongahandgunclub.org.au. 
Mail: PO Box 715, Wodonga Vic 3689.

2018 WGAA Calendar (Mar-Jun)
May
20th Sunday – Training Day (Clarkefield)
26th & 27th Saturday & Sunday Pointer 
and Setter Field Trial (TBC) 
June
17th Sunday – Training Day (Clarkefield)
23th & 24th Saturday & Sunday Pointer
July
15th Sunday – Training Day (Clarkefield)
August
5th Sunday – Retrieving Trial (TBC)
19th Sunday - Training Day (Clarkefield)
September
16th Sunday - Training Day (Clarkefield)
23rd Sunday – Retrieving Trial (TBC)
Monthly Training Days
As the weather has now cooled down we 
are back training at Clarkefield. The club 
has an extensive range of training equip-
ment which includes several electronic 
throwers, retrieving dummies, stake-out 
chains and release traps.
As usual, kick off is at 9am with a BBQ 
and raffle at midday.
Anyone with a gundog is welcome. 
Training days are held on the third Sun-
day of the month. 
Any queries please contact our Training 
Officer, Kevin Phelps – 0407 091 221.
Trial Season
The Pointer & Setter hunting and field 
trial season is now well under way.
Retrieving trials will be held later on in 
August and September.
Memberships
Membership fee is $30 and dog registra-
tions are $10
WGAA is on Facebook.
Website: wgaa.com.au.
Blog: Google wgaa blog
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The wagons gathered at Eagle Park on 
July 7 and 8 for Little River Raiders Annual 
Black Powder event, which this year re-

visited at the era of Captain Jack Hays and his 
Company of Texas Rangers.

The range became the scene of the Battle at 
Walker’s Creek in 1844, which marked a turning 
point in Indian warfare with the first effective 
use of repeating firearms in close combat with 
the Comanche. 

Despite the weather 36 Cowboys and 
Cowgirls from Warrnambool, Wodonga, 
Mildura, Bendigo, Lakes Entrance and NSW 
did battle, starting with the Long-Range event 
down on the main range.

Tony Diablo was triumphant among the 16 
contestants who braved the wind and rain at 
400 and 500 yards for the event.

All 36 competitors contested the main event 
held over 10 Stages – four on Saturday and six 
on Sunday.

Bullseye won the Frontier Cartridge from Bad 
4 U and Broken Knee, while Shaft Shot took out 
Frontiersman ahead of Amarillo and Yowie.

Junior Boy went to Blue Eyed Bandit and 
Arizona Blue won Junior Girl. In the Ladies, 
Cheyenne Jack took the prize ahead of Elsie 
Lou and Shaft Shot Squaw.

A .22 rifle was the main raffle prize on Satur-
day night and was won by Midnight.
Sambucca, Club Captain
Little River Raiders

Little River Raiders in The 
Battle at Walker’s Creek

This amazing photo shows the path of the ball fired by Tiresome during the Little River Raiders Annual Black Powder event.

Arizona Blue 
(above) on her 
way to winning 
the Junior Girls 

event. Four 
unsavoury types 

(pictured right, 
from left) Murky 

Mick, Confederate 
Kid, The Druggist 
and JR prepare to 

do battle in the 
10-stage main 

event.
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Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate 
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying 
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you 
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.

Hunting’s future 
depends on you

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters 
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field

• Share your knowledge and skills with others
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