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The federal election 
result was a bit of a 
surprise and I don’t 

see it as a good or bad 
thing that the Liberal/Na-
tionals were re-elected.

The only disappoint-
ment is that Senator 
Bridget McKenzie has 
been shifted from Minister 
for Sport to Minister for Agriculture, which means we lose a strong advocate for 
the shooting sports in the portfolio where we would benefit most.

Senator McKenzie was instrumental in securing grants for the shooting sports 
during her tenure and was a positive voice for firearms users amid the tide of 
anti-gun politics.

She is also a good friend of the SSAA and hope she will help us establish new 
connections with the new Minister.

We also got the good news that the Victoria State Government has honoured 
its election promise of putting $8million into its shooting facilities program. The 
grant shows that the State Government acknowledges the importance of the 
shooting sports.

As part of our advocacy commitment, we’ll be working with the Department 
of Tourism, Sport and Major Events to get a slice of that pie for development of 
our facilities. We have been successful in this area previously and expect to see 
another windfall come our way.

We are sure SSAA Victoria’s branches will be proactive in presenting ideas to 
capture some of this money.

It may also be a means to reinvigorate our efforts in promoting the shooting 
disciplines represented by our many clubs and branches.

Our disciplines provide pathways for keen shooters to advance to international 
competition and are an important tool in attracting new members.

I have been re-elected as Junior Vice President on the SSAA National board 
and one of the key issues is to look at ways to highlight the variety of shooting 
disciplines offered by the Association. We will be working closely with the State 
discipline chairs to explore opportunities to use the resources at State Office to 
create interest among our growing membership.

Shotgun shooting was highlighted in this magazine last issue and you will find 
a feature on practical pistol shooting further on in this issue.

But perhaps we could do more to promote the state and national competitions 
hosted by our clubs at our ranges.

Taking advantage of the free display space at the SSAA SHOT Expo in October 
this year is another way forward to promote our disciplines.

Incidentally, the Expo is shaping up to be quite successful thanks to the efforts 
of our team who have rescued it from the unfortunate turn of events last year.

The new date works well for those looking for Christmas gift ideas and there are 
many new products arriving in Australia at that time.

We have also enjoyed very healthy interest from the industry with already 
major brands such as Winchester, Beretta, Swarovski and Polaris committing to 
the event.

Looking forward to it.
Safe shooting

Denis Moroney
President SSAA Victoria
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Beretta Australia is the latest major 
firearms distributor to commit to 
the SSAA SHOT Expo to be held at 

Melbourne Showgrounds on October 
19-20 this year.

Beretta joins other big brands includ-
ing major sponsors Winchester, Swarovs-
ki and Polaris in what is shaping up to 
be Australia’s biggest shooting, hunting 
and outdoor trades expo.

Michael Allendorf, who is organis-
ing the event with his company Level 
Up Events, said having the support of 
Australia’s biggest brands showed the 
regard held for SSAA SHOT Expo.

“Beretta is a very popular brand in 
Australia and it’s great to again have 
them displaying their latest range at the 
event,” he said.

“We’re now into our 10th year and 
continue to be the show to be at if you 
want to see all the brands together in 
one place.”

The theme of this year’s SSAA SHOT 
Expo is Pathway to the Shooting Sports 
with seminars held throughout the 
weekend which explain how to get 
involved.

SSAA Victoria Communications 
Manager Justin Law said research 
showed many visitors to the Expo did 
not have a gun licence.

“This shows that people are looking 
at making the step into the shooting 
sports, so we’re tailoring our seminars to 
capture that interest,” he said.

“We’ll have presentations on the first 
steps to getting started in shooting and 
hunting, to buying your first gun and 
getting involved in a shooting club.

“Many of our clubs will also be at the 
Expo to show new shooters the great 
range of disciplines and the fun of 
getting involved.”

Ticket sales for the Expo have also 
been encouraging with many taking 
up the offer to be in the running for our 
major draw for prizes valued at $36,000.

All tickets purchased online by August 
31 will receive two entries in the draw 
for the chance to win:

• A 2019 General 1000 EPS 
Premium Hunter Edition valued at 
$27,995 courtesy of Polaris Australia.

• A K624i Rifle Scope valued at 
$3890 courtesy of Kahles.

• A EL O-Range 10x42 WB valued 
at $3490 courtesy of Swarovski Optik.

• 1 OF 5 Winchester 65L Eskys 
valued at $299.95 each courtesy of 
Winchester Australia.

Michael Allendorf said the indication 
was for another huge event to challenge 
the 17,000 people who attended the 
Melbourne Expo in 2017.

“Early ticket sales are going really well 
and we still have four and a half months 
to go, so it’s looking like another massive 
attendance,” he said.

Visit ssaashotexpo.org.au or @SSAA-
SHOTExpo on Facebook for more infor-
mation.

Beretta back! Hamilton Rifle Club has termi-
nated its lease arrangement 
with SSAA Victoria after a 

15-month negotiation failed to re-
solve a dispute over rental costs and 
conditions of use.

The club jointly owns the range 
with the Hamilton Smallbore Club 
and SSAA Victoria leased part of the 
range for use by its SSAA Hamilton 
Branch members.

In January 2018, SSAA Victoria 
was notified that the rent would 
increase 500 per cent and the terms 
of the lease would be renegotiated.

Unfortunately, the conditions 
imposed by the club were not 
acceptable to SSAA Victoria or the 
Hamilton Branch.

“We are disappointed that the 
280 branch members in the Hamil-
ton area no longer have a range 
where they can shoot,” said Facili-
ties Manager, Shaun Doyle.

“We negotiated for more reason-
able terms that would satisfy all 
parties but couldn’t reach an equi-
table solution.

“We will continue to work with 
our branch in an effort to find alter-
native arrangements.”

Hamilton 
members out 
in the cold

The last shoot at the Hamilton range 
on the June 1-2 weekend. The club will 
continue with alternative arrangements.
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Since the appointment of a Hunting 
Development Manager in 2016, 
SSAA Victoria has become a leading 

advocate in hunting-related issues affect-
ing the State.

Government departments, policy 
makers and the media now seek input 
from SSAA Victoria which is recognised as 
a key stakeholder and representative of 
the 30,000 hunters among our members.

To achieve this level of engagement, 
Hunting Development Manager David 
Laird has attended meetings with 

ministers, government agencies such 
as the Game Management Authority 
and Parks Victoria, hunting groups and 
other hunting organisations such as the  
Australian Deer Association and Field and 
Game Australia.

Working with the Communications 
Manager, David has also become a 
source for newspaper, television and 
radio journalists seeking comment on 
hunting issues.

SSAA Victoria CEO Jack Wegman 
said creating the Hunting Development 

Manager position is paying dividends.
“The majority of our members hunt and 

want to see representation at all levels of 
government,” he said.

“It was clear we needed to become 
proactive in this space if we were to build 
on our reputation as a leader in the shoot-
ing sports.

“It has proven to be a worthwhile 
investment with the regard that we now 
have within the hunting community and 
those who make decisions about the 
future of hunting.”

The rebuilding of the roof over 
Main Range 1 at Eagle Park has-
been delayed thanks to the dis-

covery of old footings under the con-
crete floor.

The discovery was made by contrac-
tors digging holes for the new footings 
just prior to Easter and now means 
a redesign of the replacement roof, 
delaying construction.

“It’s disappointing to hit an unfore-
seen snag after all the processes we’ve 
gone through to get to this stage,” 
said SSAA Victoria Facilities Manager 
Shaun Doyle.

“We’ve had delays in getting approv-
als for altered engineering plans 
and then getting approvals from the 
underwriters. Now to find old footings 
under the concrete is very frustrating.”

The building contractor had its engi-
neer inspect the footings to investigate 
whether they could be strengthened 
and reused for the new structure.

However, the quantity of the 
concrete and unknown depth of each 
footing meant attempting to reuse 
them would add considerable time 
and cost to the project. 

Additionally, all the holes for the 
footings for the front posts had already 
been dug so shifting the structure side-
ways would mean redoing that work.

“The engineer determined that the 
old footings were not suitable without 
significant works,” Mr Doyle said.

“So, the recommendation is to 
extend the depth of the rear of the 
range by 500mm to allow new foot-
ings to be constructed.

“The change required the roof to 
be redesigned to allow for this extra 
width and the builder received  plans 
from the engineer.

“The project has also been requoted 
to include the cost of extending the 
concrete slab and the new quote now 
waiting to be approved by the under-
writers.

“This process has taken longer than 
expected but we’re hopeful construc-
tion can recommence within the next 
couple of weeks.”

The roof over Main Range 1 was 
extensively damaged in September last 
year when a freak gust of wind ripped 
up dyna bolts securing the structure to 
concrete footings.

Repair delays at 
Eagle Park Range

Delays in getting underwriter approval for new costings after old footings were 
discovered have pushed back roof replacement works.

SSAA Victoria 
2019 AGM notice

By order of R. Farmer
Company Secretary, SSAA Victoria

2019 Annual General Meeting 
and postal ballot

The AGM will be held from 2pm to 4pm 
Sunday, September 22, 2019 at the Hotel 
Bruce County, 445 Blackburn Rd, Mount 

Waverley, 3149. 

Nominations to fill three Board vacancies will 
open May 28, 2019 and close June 28, 2019. 

Nominations to be posted to Returning Officer 
SSAA (Victoria), PO Box 336, Nth Melbourne, 
Vic, 3051; or delivered to 88 Miller St, West 

Melbourne; or emailed to frank@ybg.com.au

 Results of the postal ballot, which opens July 
29, 2019 and closes August 30, 2019, will be 

announced at the 2019 AGM. 

Financial accounts for the year ending April 
2019 will be available at ssaavic.com.au prior 

to the meeting or upon written request.

For details contact the State Office on 03 8892 
2777, or email state_office@ssaavic.com.au.

Hunting development ticking along
The introduction of a Hunting Development Manager is paying dividends for SSAA Victoria

To provide a snapshot of the work that goes into 
preserving hunting in Victoria and improving  
opportunities for hunters, here is a list of Hunter De-

velopment Manager activities from the past two months.

• Authored a joint letter with ADA to Minis-
ters Di Ambrosio and Symes re a Victoria Nation-
al Parks Association letter challenging the deer 
management strategy.

• Attended Game Management Authority 
stakeholder meeting.

• Attended Victorian Registration and 
Qualification Authority steering committee 
meeting to achieve accreditation for the Practical 
Firearms Training Program.

• Gave a brief talk and answered questions 
at the SSAA Deer Stalkers Club AGM.

• Made a submission to the Barmah Stra-
tegic Action Plan to highlight issues concerning 
hunting.

• Attended a GMA Board meeting.
• Attended a meeting at Lake Connewarre 

to discuss protester behaviour and disruption to 
hunters. Local police, FGA and ADA were also in 
attendance.

• Reviewed GMA’s duck dispatch proce-
dures. Raised concerns about the complexity and 
prescriptiveness that could place members at risk 
of prosecution.

• R Licence testing at the State Office.
• Drafted letter to Environment Minister to 

ensure ongoing support for the CPM program.
• Provided input into Draft Traditional 

Owner Game Management Strategy developed 
by DEDJTR.

• Interviewed by ABC Radio Warrnambool 
about duck season.

• Attended duck opening. Worked with FGA 
representatives to monitor animal activists, includ-
ing Andy Meddick, MP, and provided support 
to hunters. Lobbied hard in attempts to prevent 
closure of Lake Elizabeth at the last minute. Unsuc-
cessful, but hunters were not required to leave the 
wetland where they were camping.

• Input into duck hunting areas near 
Mildura with DELWP to offset closed areas.

• Attended Field Hunters Club meeting with 
the Training and Education Assistant Manager to 
discuss training programs, duck season and other 
hunting issues.

• Provided input into the DELWP hunting 
map project which is now live and accessible 
through the GMA website.

• Attended Firearms User Group meeting. 
Raised the issue of CPM volunteers having access to 
silencers and now preparing a submission to LRD.

• Travelled to Falls Creek with a CPM volun-
teer for an interview with ABC Landline on the 
Bogong Deer Control Program.

• Manned the SSAA Victoria Hunting Clubs 
stand at the Wild Deer Expo. 

• Attended a meeting with DELWP to 
provide input into its “More to Explore” app – 
hunting maps and information. Another oppor-
tunity to help normalise hunting and advertise it 
as a legitimate, legal and government recognised 
activity on public land in Victoria.

• Attended Omeo for Catchment Manage-
ment Authority meeting. Opportunity for 
members to be involved in deer control.

David brings a lifetime experience in 
deer and duck hunting to the role making 
him ideal to represent Victorian hunters.

He has a background in deer farming, 
a history developing the hunter educa-
tion program for Para Park and previous 
experience editing the Australian Deer 
Association’s magazine.

In his role at SSAA Victoria, he has over-
seen improvements to the Conservation 
and Pest Management program and the 
introduction of the Practical Firearms 
Training Program.

“It’s been a big job, but now we’re 
starting to see results, which is satisfying,” 
David said.

“Perhaps one of our biggest challenges 
is for our members to understand what a 
Hunting Development Manager does on 
a day-to-day basis, which is fair enough.

“It’s usually a pretty full schedule with 
a lot of meetings and submission writing, 
but we’re now achieving recognition in 
government and the media.”

Hunting Development: where the money goes
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The near-hysterical reports that have 
been appearing in the media in re-
cent times regarding Victoria’s deer 

population and its impacts need to be 
questioned. If you believe some of the 
claims put out by Victoria National Parks 
Association and various local councils, 
we are in imminent danger of being 
overrun by hordes of deer that are worse 
than cane toads. Is that really the case? 

Deer numbers for some species have 
certainly grown in many areas across the 
state. Interactions with deer have signifi-
cantly increased, especially in peri-urban 
areas. As with any species, native or 
introduced, deer need to be appropri-
ately managed where they are causing 
negative outcomes.

Unfortunately, dubious claims, which 
are being reported as fact, have been 
put about by vested interest groups 
demonising deer and over exaggerating 
their real and potential impacts and that 
is threatening effective management 
solutions.

The declaration of deer as a pest will not 
solve any of the challenges surrounding 
deer in Victoria. It is a simplistic response 
that sounds reasonable on the surface, 
especially after a concerted scaremon-
gering campaign. However, the reality is 
that such a declaration will not solve any 
problems and is likely to have significant 
adverse consequences.

Unlike cane toads which can lay 
between 8000 to 35,000 eggs at a time, 
twice a year, a female deer will produce 
one young per year. They are not like 
pigs, which have an average litter of five 
to six piglets several times a year. They 
are not like goats where females can 
give birth twice a year and produce one 
to three kids per litter.

Deer are not rapid breeders compared 
to genuine pest species. The relatively slow 
rate of breeding makes deer a much easier 
species to manage. Once population 
levels are stabilised, they can be managed 
at environmentally sustainable levels that 
minimise negative impacts and maximise 
the positive benefits of the species. 

Deer are declared as a game species in 
Victoria. That means hunters using public 
land must have a game licence endorsed 
for deer, with licence fees providing 
revenue to the State Government. Licens-
ing hunters allows the GMA to monitor 
hunter numbers and trends and gain 
information on the yearly takes of the 
different species by recreational hunters.

That information is important in under-
standing population trends and deter-
mining management requirements. Hog 
deer have a closed season and bag limit. 
Sambar, red and fallow have no season or 
bag limits and can be hunted year-round. 

It is important to understand that the 
figures published by GMA are the annual 
take of deer by recreational hunters. The 
figures do not reflect deer controlled 
by farmers or their agents on private 
property, those taken by contractors on 
public land or any additional commercial 
take. The number of deer actually taken 
in Victoria each year is unknown but is 
significantly greater than the recreation-
al estimates.

Sambar, red and fallow deer are also 
declared unprotected on private prop-
erty. That status allows farmers and 
landowners to control deer on their own 
land. They can do it themselves or use 
volunteer hunters or paid contractors.

Deer can be taken at night on private 
property by spotlighting or using 
thermal imaging equipment. The only 
restriction is the minimum legal calibre 
requirements which exist to ensure 
animal welfare is not compromised. 

Commercial use of wild shot deer has 
also commenced in Victoria. The current 
status of deer gives landowners the flex-
ibility to manage the deer on their land 
to reduce any negative impacts when 
necessary, but also to gain financially 
from their presence.

There are a lot of vested interests 
playing a role in the debate. Significant 
funding is potentially available to various 
groups and authorities if they can contin-
ue to push the hysteria and have deer 
declared as pests. 

Some have a utopian dream that areas 
of national park can be miraculously 
reverted to a pre-European natural state 
if deer are declared a pest. They are an 
introduced species and to groups such 
as VNPA that is anathema. 

The VNPA asserts that there are a 
million deer in Victoria and that the 
population will double every two years. 
Such a claim is extremely dubious yet is 
now being expressed as an accepted 
fact in much reporting. The reality is that 
we do not know exactly how many deer 
are present in the wild in Victoria. One 
million is a nice round figure and certain-
ly conjures up alarm, especially when the 
claims also state that the population will 
double every two years.

The assertion is based on a scientific 
model developed by Australian scientists 
(Hone, et al) which predicts potential 
maximum population increases of 
various mammal species without any 
inhibiting factors. That means no provi-
sion is made in the model for mortality 
and every animal is assumed to success-
fully reproduce as soon as it reaches 
potential breeding age. 

The science is valid, but only with 
significant caveats when applied to real 
populations in the real world. It is not 
valid when taken out of context and 
used to present a scenario that pushes 
an agenda.

Victorian deer expert Ken Slee casts 
serious doubt on there being anywhere 
near the VNPA number and provides 
a reasoned and logical argument to 
support that view.

There is no doubt that deer numbers 
in many fringe and peri-urban interface 
areas have increased and that negative 
impacts are occurring in some instances. 
There are a variety of reasons for this. 
Bushfires, drought, protection from 
hunting and a lack of effective game 
management has all contributed to 
increased population densities in some 
areas. It is equally true that deer numbers 
have declined in other areas. 

Negative impacts must be managed 

and the frustration of those adversely 
affected is well understood. However, 
this is a complex issue and slogans and 
simplistic plans are not going to solve it.

Declaring deer as a pest is also poten-
tially counter-productive. It removes the 
ability to flexibly manage the resource 
and only allows for attempted eradica-
tion, which is acknowledged as not being 
feasible. It would put the onus back onto 
landowners and land managers to have 
to attempt to eradicate the animals and 
would impose a significant cost burden 
on them. Such a declaration would not 
help small acreage landowners in the 
peri-urban areas suffering impacts of deer.  

It would remove the need for deer 
hunters to hold a game licence which 
would reduce revenue and government 
ability to communicate with hunters. It 
would also limit the data collection that 
currently provides some idea of popula-
tion trends.

The current negative opinions of deer 
ignore all the positive aspects that deer 
offer in commercial, recreation and 
aesthetic benefits. They are magnificent 
animals in their own right and a great 
food source. Hunters were on board 

with free-range and organic meat long 
before it became an inner-city, urbanised 
trend. Venison is a high-protein, high-
iron and low-fat meat.

They are challenging to hunt and 
provide recreational opportunities for tens 
of thousands of licensed Victorian hunters. 
There is significant potential for farmers to 
benefit from commercial arrangements 
with hunters and contractors.

Apart from our indigenous people, 
we are all introduced into Australia. If 
deer are simply being maligned for not 
having originated here most of us are in 
trouble as well. The fact that deer existed 
in the Victorian bush for well over 150 
years with minimal impact clearly shows 
that at appropriate population densi-
ties they are not a threat. In fact, they 
provide significant positive benefits and 
opportunities.

A Draft Deer Management Strategy 
has been developed by government 
in consultation with all stakeholders. It 
does recognise that deer management 
is a complex issue and that there is no 
simple, single solution to fix some of the 
problems that are currently being experi-
enced. It is not all things to all people. It 

is certainly not everything hunters would 
like to see from a deer management 
strategy. However, it as a practical and 
workable framework for managing deer.

Feral cats and foxes are a real and 
immediate threat to native wildlife. 
They kill millions of birds, reptiles and 
mammals each year and have no posi-
tive attributes. They are true pests – just 
not as noticeable as deer. Deer at appro-
priate population densities will browse 
plants which regenerate. They will rub 
selected trees, the vast majority of which 
survive. They will wallow in specific loca-
tions which in most cases makes a small, 
localised mud hole. It is only at significant 
densities or in specifically sensitive areas 
that they have the potential to create 
real and lasting damage.

The fact of the matter is that deer are 
here to stay. They cannot be eradicated. 
Unlike pest species, which have no bene-
fits, there needs to be practical, pragmat-
ic and realistic management of the differ-
ent deer species to maximise the positive 
aspects of having these animals in the 
Victorian environment and to minimise 
the negatives. A pest declaration will not 
achieve that goal.

Deer hysteria. Have a Bex and a lie down
Hunting Development Manager David Laird warns that declaring 
deer a pest rob hunters of a resource and will not solve the problem.
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This little anecdote does not apply 
to anyone in particular, but points 
to the universal experience of the 

numbness that seems to get us through 
that first hour following the service of an 
Intervention Order.

So, you have come home from work. 
The house is still empty but you are 
getting used to it in a sort of a way. 
Thank goodness you have a hobby and 
some good friends with whom you can 
go for a shot or meet at the range.

Then two policemen knock on the 
door and serve you with an Intervention 
Order, applied for by a family member.

They also serve you with a Notice of 
Suspension and take possession of your 
firearms and your license.

You follow their instructions numbly 
and automatically. They are polite and 
behave very correctly.

An issue that firearms owners need to 
face is that it does not easily go away.

Section 3 of the Firearms Act 1996 is 
known as the ‘definitions’ section of the 
Act. One of the definitions within that 
Section is the Definition of a “Prohibited 
Person’. A Prohibited Person is unable 
to possess a firearms license and conse-
quently cannot possess carry or use 
firearms.

Where a final Intervention Order 
is made against you then you will be 
deemed a Prohibited Person for five 
years or more.

That is the dilemma for you as a fire-
arms owner. You may be prepared to 
allow the Applicant their intervention 
order without dispute, but if you do, 
then you will be unable to pursue your 
recreation for five years.

On the other hand, you don’t have a 
lot of funds to fight the matter or negoti-
ate the matter. 

And even if you could negotiate some 
sort of settlement, the Application could 
be made again at the drop of a hat. 

The more that you look at this Appli-
cation and Interim Order, the more you 
realise that the things said about you 
that must be tested in an open court.

Intervention Orders (Family Violence 
and Personal Safety Orders) and their 
interaction with the Firearms Act 1996 
have been very fluid since the inception 

of the Act and there is a perception that 
they are often biased in favour of the 
Applicant. 

In recent years, the courts have been 
giving attention to Section 154 of the 
Family Violence Protection Act 2008 
which lays down the principles which 
govern the issue of costs in Intervention 
Order proceedings. 

The Governing principles are:
• There is a presumption that parties 
will bear their own costs. Sec 154 (1).
• Where there are exceptional 
circumstances, costs may be ordered. Sec 
154 (3) (a).
• There are special responsibilities 
on an Applicant. Sec 154 (3) (b) covers 
an application that the court finds to be 
vexatious, frivolous or in bad faith.

What this means is that, contrary to 
the perception I have noted above, 
the Courts will look carefully at how an 
Applicant behaves. 

The term ‘vexatious’ has meaning to 
which we attach a great deal of wide 
ranging definitions. 

The Courts now have guidance on 
what is meant and in addition to cases, 
there is a Vexatious Proceedings Act 
2014, which gives clear definitions.

The term ‘frivolous’ has its ordinary 
meaning and the Court looks carefully 
here at whether its instructions to the 
Applicant, particularly about evidence 
and deadlines are being followed or 
being taken lightly. 

The term ‘in bad faith’ is one of those 
terms where we all know what it means, 
but we cannot easily define it. Here the 

Court is particularly careful to seek to 
discern the purpose of the Application. 

If the true purpose of the Application 
is to seek protection, then that is accept-
able and proper. However, if the true 
purpose of the Application was to cause 
inconvenience and there was no need 
for the protection, the Court will see bad 
faith operating.

Please be assured, Applications for 
Intervention Orders will always be taken 
seriously and there will always be a 
presumption that each party will bear 
their own costs. 

At the same time, the Courts do not 
like to be used as a tool by Applicants 
solely to cause inconvenience to others.

This article does not constitute legal 
advice. It does not contain any material 
that relates to any individual person. 
Please make sure that if you are ever in 
this position, get legal advice. 

Remember you are the client. You are 
always free to check with your lawyer, 
whether they are familiar with the 
Firearms Act 1996 and its interaction 
with the Family Violence Protection Act 
2008.

Lawyer Peter Cooper has been SSAA 
Victoria’s counsel when it comes to legal 
matters concerning firearms. 
His services are now available at State 
Office in Box Hill. Peter attends the office 
three days a week and provides legal 
advice to Association members at a third 
off his normal rate. 
To make an appointment, call Peter 
Cooper Lawyer on 0430 468 127.

Cooper’s 
Counsel

Peter Cooper Lawyer

Are you a Prohibited Person?

Following the success of the Practical 
Firearms Training Program’s Intro-
ductory Course, a new course to 

introduce shooters to hunting is close to 
launch.

Introduction to Hunting is designed 
to give new hunters the essential skills 
in stalking, humane dispatch, meat 
handling and marksmanship.

“Many of the participants in our 
successful Introductory Course are keen 
to advance to hunting,” said Training 
and Education Assistant Manager, Fady 
Khalife.

“It’s the logical next step for many new 
firearms users keen to get into hunting 
game and pest animals in Victoria.

“We also saw there are few hunting 
courses available which provide people 
who have little experience with the 
essential skills to get started.

“We want to see competent and safe 
hunters who understand ethical hunting 
and the strict laws which govern it on 
Victoria’s public lands.

“Our course has been tailored to 
achieve that goal.”

The first course is scheduled for Spring 
and will be conducted at SSAA Victoria’s 
Eagle Park Range where practical shoot-
ing will be a feature.

Students will learn marksmanship in 
different field positions and distances, 
effective kill zones and when to take the 
shot. They will be encouraged to bring 
their own centrefire or rimfire hunting 
rifles (a future course will focus on 
shotgun hunting) and will be instructed 
on how to properly sight them in.

“Different species require different 
setups and it’s important to understand 
them to be an effective and ethical 

hunter,” Fady said.
“Introduction to Hunting will show 

students these setups and how to better 
understand and get the most from their 
firearms.

“Students will also learn which calibres 
to use in different scenarios as well as 
when and where to hunt.

“On completion of the course, the 
student will know exactly where to find 
the right information to ensure they 
hunt legally and safely.”

Students who do not yet own a firearm 
will have access to the range’s .22 rifles 
for use during the full-day course. 

There will also be a stalking compo-
nent where students will learn how to 
track and approach a game animal.

Dates and pricing will be announced 
soon and appear on the Training page at 
ssaavic.com.au when finalised.

Introduction to Hunting 
course on the way

Safe and ethical hunting will be the focus of the Practical Firearms Training Program’s new course.
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NewsLead dust: 
Reduce the Risks

Any amount of lead exposure is harmful to 
human health. People using firearms, handling 
ammunition or visiting shooting ranges are 
at risk of inhaling or swallowing lead dust or 
fumes, and to a lesser extent, absorbing lead 
through the skin.
Protect your family
Don’t bring lead home with you.
Lead is ‘sticky’ and can be transported from 
a shooting range on your body, clothes and 
equipment, into a car and your home. It may 

expose your family and children. 
Your children are especially at risk
Children are more vulnerable to the effects of 
lead exposure. Extra caution should be taken 
when attending the ranges. Ensure your body 
and clothing are free of lead dust before em-
bracing children or handling toys and personal 
effects. If you are pregnant, consider the risks 
of lead exposure to yourself and your baby 
and take appropriate precautions to minimise 
exposure to lead. 

SSAA Victoria: Promoting safe and responsible firearms use
Visit ssaavic.com.au for more information

These guidelines are detailed in Information for Gun Shooters: Managing Exposure 
to Lead. State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human Services, October 2018.

Pregnant? Lead dust can affect 
your unborn child

• Eating, drinking and  
smoking when shooting  
can put you at risk.

• Wash your hands and face  
after using firearms.

Areas of Lake Bolac were closed 
to duck hunters late in the duck 
season due to significant num-

bers of freckled duck prompting a call to 
review the status of current endangered 
species.

Several Game Reserves and other 
wetlands were also subject to closures 
this season because of the presence of a 
high number of Freckled Duck which is 
classified as endangered. 

Their presence in high numbers is 
despite lower overall numbers of ducks 
due to the dry conditions.

“It makes you wonder if the science 
used to determine whether or not a 
species is endangered is being applied,” 
SSAA Victoria Hunting Development 
Manager David Laird said.

“Several State Game Reserves were 
closed since duck season opening and 
the further closure at Lake Bolac was 
because of the presence of Freckled 
Duck. Lake Elizabeth was closed on the 
eve of Duck Season because of the pres-
ence of Freckled Duck.

“It has shown that animal activist 
extremism is ahead of sound science and 

common sense when making decisions 
which affect those of us who enjoy the 
cultural pursuit of hunting.”

Mr Laird said that SSAA Victoria accept-
ed genuine reasons to restrict hunting 
in some areas where non-game species 
were present, but there needed to be a 
review of the status of Freckled Duck.

The International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN), which determines 
whether a species is threatened or not, 
lists Freckled Duck in Australia as Least 
Concern.

“This is based on a Birdlife Interna-
tional study of the species so it begs the 
question how they can be considered 
endangered just in Victoria and on State 
Game Reserves,” Mr Laird said.

“The only reason we can see is the 
government bowing to pressure from 
extremist lobby groups who abuse and 
denigrate our members who are entitled 
to their lawful and cultural pursuit.”

Mr Laird said good recent rainfall 
through central Australia meant ideal 
breeding conditions for ducks ahead of 
the 2020 duck season.

“Lake Eyre is filling and there has been 

significant rainfall in the channel country 
which point to a massive increase in 
duck populations,” he said.

“We hope that if these conditions 
prevail, it will translate into some 
common sense applied to bag limits and 
declarations of threatened species next 
season.”

In the meantime, SSAA Victoria contin-
ues to lobby the government to improve 
process around these issues and to 
prevent unnecessary closures.

“Currently an area can be closed imme-
diately but it takes days of bureaucratic red 
tape to get them reopened,” Mr Laird said. 
“Hospital Swamp was closed due to the 
presence of Curlew Sandpipers, but wasn’t 
reopened until days after rising water 
levels had seen the birds depart.

 “Provision should be made for the 
immediate reopening of any area subject 
to emergency closure once the cause of 
the closure is no longer valid.

“Victorian duck hunters are facing a 
reduced season and bag limits. Their 
hunting opportunities should not be 
further reduced and adversely affected 
by bureaucratic inefficiency.”

SSAA Victoria calls for 
Freckled Duck review
Endangered status for Freckled Duck questioned after closures
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Clock shot
Practical Shooting is a test of speed and precision

By Mick Matheson

Fast and full of action, practical pistol 
shooting is unique and exciting, and in-
creasing in popularity at SSAA Victoria 

club, Practical Pistol League of Australia.
Run under the auspices of the International 

Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC), it was 
specifically conceived to promote, maintain 
and advance practical marksmanship.

No two stages are ever quite the same, and 
the challenges you’re given demand 

you think fast, move quickly and shoot skillful-
ly, all at the same time. 

You’ll never know exactly what’s around the 
corner as you move through a stage, under 
the stopwatch all the time. 

You’ll be confronted by targets on the other 
side of doors and through window frames as 
you move through stages. 

You will use holsters and reload along the 
way, testing not just your shooting ability but 
your firearm handling skills as well.

Continued Page 16

Practical pistol shooting at 
its best during the 2018 IPSC 
Nationals at Eagle Park.
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All the shooting is rapid, and some is 
done one-handed. 

Targets vary from paper to metallic, 
and can be full, partial, reactive and 
swinging. To add to the challenge, there 
are penalty targets. Hit one and you’ll 
lose points. 

Yet for all the speed and agility that’s 
required, IPSC is an incredibly safe sport.

Naturally, there’s a big focus on safety, 
so stages are highly controlled and all 
new competitors are very well instruct-
ed and trained before making their first 
foray into competition. 

Rules are written to ensure everyone’s 
safety, and any infringements are dealt 
with very strictly: a breach means imme-
diate disqualification from the compe-
tition, so all shooters have plenty of 
motivation to learn and obey the rules!

Licensed, qualified trainers and testers 
bring new competitors up to speed with 
all the requirements and teach them the 
proper ways to move through stages, 
engage targets and handle firearms, 
both on and off an active stage.

All this training is done one-on-one.
For pistol shooters who have just 

gained their provisional licence, the 
first six months of their involvement is 
devoted to training and instruction using 
club-owned pistols. 

Junior shooters, aged 12-17, may also 
compete.

IPSC is an international sport, Australia 
being one of the 85 nations involved. 

We abide by the international rule 
book, so our best shooters can compete 
internationally.

Competition begins, though, at club 

level, extending to state, national and 
international level. How far you want 
to take it is dictated only by your desires 

and your results. 
The sport is almost 70 years old and 

very well established. It was introduced 

to Victoria by the 
Practical Pistol 
League of Australia 
(PPLA), which was 
formed over 50 years 
ago. 

In Australia we use 
9mm and 38cal pistols 
for IPSC shooting. IPSC 
rules don’t embrace 
anything smaller than 
these, while Australia’s 
gun laws prevent us from 
using larger calibres. 

There are two main divisions for hand-
guns: Open and Standard. 

Open Division allows for the use of 
customised handguns, notably with 
optical sights such as a red dot, and recoil 
reducing additions such as compensa-
tors. Ammunition may be carried on the 
front of the competitor’s belt for quicker 
access.

Standard Division requires the use of 
minimally modified pistols; fibre-optics 
sights are permitted but not optical 
types, for example. Ammunition and 
equipment on the belt must be behind 
the hip line.  

There are other classifications too, 
such as Production for a specified range 
of factory-standard pistols. Revolvers also 
have a place in competition, though the 
vast majority use pistols. 

Power Factors are applied within 
Divisions, and in the simplest terms refer 
to the power of the ammunition used. 
So-called Major and Minor Power Factors 
are scored slightly differently.  

Wrapping your head around the rules 

i s , 
of course, easiest when 

you’re on the spot at an IPSC shoot. 
Attending an introductory day at the 
range is the best way to begin under-

standing the finer art of IPSC competi-
tion. 

Victoria is home to Australia’s largest 
and most varied IPSC range, the SSAA 
Eagle Park Range, where PPLA plays 
host. 

Eagle Park has 18 different pistol 
ranges and can host any level of compe-
tition. Rifles and shotguns can also be 
used there, thanks to carefully consid-
ered layout of the facility. 

The range is regarded as a world-stan-

dard venue for IPSC.
Few ranges are able to boast the same 

variety and quality.  
At a typical club competition, an IPSC 

shoot at Eagle Park might have 70 or 
more people testing their skills. For 
National competitions, there can be as 
many as 300 competitors. 

Such numbers underscore the huge 
popularity of IPSC shooting, but it’s no 
surprise given how action-packed and 
thrilling the sport is. 

For all the 
speed and 
agility that’s 
required, IPSC 
is an incredibly 
safe sport

Practical shooting 
is open to all legal 
firearm user ages.

SSAA Victoria’s Practical 
Pistol League of Australia 
holds IPSC introductory 
days on the first Sunday of 
every month at the Eagle 
Park Range, Little River. 
Bookings open at 9am 
on the Sunday and fill in 
minutes so you need to be 
quick.
Visit www.ppla.org.au for 
details.  

IPSC with SSAA 
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The AMCC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. 
If you have the same hobbies then you 
must belong to a nominated collectors 
club to obtain a collector’s licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.
For further details, contact the State Of-
fice between 9am and 5pm on 03 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at secre-
tary@amccvic.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)
General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25m, 50m, 100m, 200m.
Safety and Family Firearms Educa-
tion (SAFFE) Program: Second Sunday 
of each month from 10am to noon. $8 
(ammunition cost). Basic training for be-
ginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.
Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.
Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425
Website: ssaabendigo.com.au
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: PO Box 1098   
         Bendigo, VIC 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 

the club before you join.
The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.
For more information contact the State 
Ofice on (03) 8892 2777.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all disci-
plines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. 
The main range caters for all rifles, from 
air rifles to the largest calibres. The 
range is approved to 500m, for all rifle 
calibres.
Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm
Phone: 03 5283 1575
The range is home to the following 
clubs:
• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 

Club
• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Arms and Militaria Collectors Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club
• Youth Training Scheme
Website: ssaavic.com.au/clubs
Schedule of events
Benchrest Practice First Saturday 

each month
Military Rifle First Sunday each 

month
Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3-positional and 
novelty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

To help foster and develop hunter ethics, 
hunter training and opportunity. 
To foster the sustainable use of game. 
To improve hunting for the future. 
The club was set up in the late 1980s 
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to 
foster camaraderie among their fellow 
hunters. The club offers a relaxed, 
friendly and casual environment, with 
over 250 active members. Come along to 
one of our general meetings to see what 
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or a 
meal at Bruno’s Café. 
General meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month except 
January at the Springvale SSAA Range, 
714-716 Princes Highway from 7.30 pm.  
We strive to provide members with both 
hunting opportunities and training. There 
are plenty of opportunities for members 
to get out and hunt. As a bonus, you 
meet like-minded hunters and often form 
lifelong friendships. 
If you are looking for an active hunting 
club then look no further.
Member benefits include:
• Access to the FREE extensive hunt-

ing DVD library.
• The monthly newsletter. 
• Guest speakers from a wide range of 

Bendigo  
Branch

Arms & Militaria 
Collectors Club

Eagle Park 
Range

Deer Stalkers  
Club

Field Hunters 
Club

organisations, governing bodies or 
training providers, keeping members 
informed about what’s happening in 
the hunting space.

• FREE NSW R-Licence testing, nor-
mally $20.

• Organised hunting trips, including:  
Duck opening weekend shoot, duck 
shooting as pest control on rice 
crops during November and Decem-
ber, NSW R-licence hunts, weekly 
organised fox drives during the cold 
months. 

• On top of this, members have direct 
access to the club’s own Feral Animal 
Control Program, which has access 
to a major area of prime hunting 
throughout Victoria, all within two 
hours of Springvale. 

If you’re thinking of getting into or back 
into hunting and want to get onto a vari-
ety of different properties on a monthly 
or fortnightly basis then we are the club 
for you and your friends. 
Our own Feral Animal Control Program 
hunts provide a platform that offers guid-
ance and training to enhance member 
skills and safety in the field. Since we 
introduced this platform members have 
taken in excess of 1000 rabbits and 77 
foxes.
On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook group, just for members. This 
is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so 
you could soon find that you have too 
much hunting available and not enough 
time to fit it all in.
In the past few months the club has de-
livered the following events to members:
• Feral Animal Control Program hunts.
• Mid-Year major raffle with a first prize 

of $1500 for any hunting-related 
equipment.

• Aussie Disposals discount night.
• Weekly fox drives, held in South 

Gippsland.
• 4WD training course
• Field to Fork game meat tasting 

night.
• NSW R-licence pig and goat hunts.
• Butchering and techniques.
• Pistol shooting.
So what are you waiting for, expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself.
Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay 
for your membership online.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  
Single Action shooting is a living history 
sport which uses the firearms of the 
American ‘Old West’.  
Participants are required to adopt a 
persona typical of the era and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  
Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  
Black powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category of 
Single Action. Our black powder shoot-
ers add to the atmosphere with lots of 
smoke and noise to entertain all.  
Shooter categories are established to 
cater for all age groups, both sexes, and 
different skill mixes.
We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  
These events use single shot, lever- and 
pump-action rifles ranging from .22 to 
big bore buffalo rifles.  
All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – incidents out 
of history, our translation of classic West-
ern movies or the old TV series.  
Visitors are welcome to come along to 
any of our competitions and, if they like, 
they may try their hand at Single Action 
shooting under instruction.  
The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have fun with people 
dressed in cowboy gear, using period 
firearms or faithful replicas.  
For further information please look us 
up at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or 
contact the Secretary Buck Silverton on 
0423 052 942.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 
We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 

targets using our amazing terrain to pro-
vide shooters with a great experience. 
All levels of shooters are welcome, with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. 
We encourage our shooters to join our 
club and become involved in setting up 
the grounds. 
Please give us a call or send an email. 
Our competition days are the fourth 
Sunday of each month, with nomina-
tions opening at 9.30am and closing at 
10.30am. 
All shoots at LRSC are open to all 
shooters.
Contact: Robert Matuch (treasurer)
0439 717 183, robmat6@bigpond.com 
Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.com

2018 Calendar

JAN 27 100-Target SCA State  
Selection Shoot - Sporting

FEB 24 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
MAR 24 100-Target Shoot- Sporting 

Ken Newman Memorial
APR 28 100-Target Shoot-Sporting
MAY 26 100-Target SCA State 

Selection Shoot - Sporting
JUN 23 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
JUL 28 100-Target Shoot - Sporting

AUG 25 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
SEP 22 100-Target Shoot
OCT 27 Vince Panetta 100-Target 

Shoot - Sporting
NOV 24 100-Target SCA State 

Selection Shoot - Sporting
DEC 8 80-Target Xmas shoot 

- Sporting

Melbourne Benchrest Club’s (MBC) objec-
tive is the development and encourage-
ment of benchrest competition to achieve 
extreme accuracy in firearms, ammuni-
tion, equipment and shooting methods. 
Shooters interested in developing their 
accuracy and precision by shooting from 
a benchrest are welcome to come and 
participate or contact us for further 
information.
MBC is a sub-club of SSAA Victoria, 
based at the Eagle Park SSAA range. We 
hold monthly club shoots starting at 9am 

Little River 
Sporting Clays

Little River 
Raiders

Melbourne 
Benchrest Club
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(arrive by 8.15am) on the third Sunday 
of each month at Main Range Two. The 
range has a roofed firing line with 25 
permanent concrete benches.
Buying a custom-built rifle can be a big 
commitment, so shooters with “off the 
shelf” hunting or tactical rifles are wel-
come to come with them to one of the 
monthly competitions and try benchrest. 
If you’re interested in this type of 
shooting, feel free to come and join in 
or contact us for further information. 
The monthly shoots are as much a 
friendly, social get-together as they are 
competitive.
Benchrest guns are typically pur-
pose-built to suit the individual shooter 
and are single-shot centrefire guns, sup-
ported by front and rear rests. With this 
set up, benchrest guns return to point of 
aim and can be fired rapidly, if necessary, 
to take advantage of a prevailing wind 
condition. 
The effect of wind is very noticeable 
when trying to shoot small groups, so 
wind indicator flags are used to show 
the direction and speed of the wind. 
Benchrest shooters enjoy experimenting 
with reloading and shooting accurate 
calibres, such as the light recoiling 6BR 
and improved versions of this cartridge 
like the 6mm Dasher, BRX and BR Ackley 
Improved.
Competition events throughout the year 
are 500m Fly, 300yd Mozzie, 200yd Rim-
fire and 100 and 200yd Centrefire.
The 300yd Mozzie is the most popular 
event on the MBC calendar and is a 
scaled down version of the 500m Fly. The 
competition involves each competitor fir-
ing five shots at five targets, with scoring 
based on both group size and score.
This tests the skills of the shooter in 
developing an accurate load for their rifle 
(group size) and also being able to read 
the wind to get their shots in the 10 ring 
(score). 
The Mozzie is the motif in the centre of 
the 10 ring and an extra point is awarded 
for each hit on it.
Short-range benchrest – 100 & 200yd 
group competition – is the historical basis 
of benchrest; however, with advances in 
equipment, particularly optics, the longer 
distances of 300yd and 500m have be-
come increasingly popular at MBC.
MBC members also participate in 500m 
Fly matches held at SSAA interstate 
ranges in ACT, NSW and Queensland 
throughout the year. 
The 500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire fly are 

recognised as SSAA National disciplines, 
and these two events comprise the annu-
al Fly Nationals, which are held by each 
State in turn.
The 500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire are shot 
and scored as described above for the 
300yd Mozzie but with a fly motif replac-
ing the mozzie.
The annual MBC membership fee is $50. 
At each attended shoot there is a $15 
range entry fee ($20 for non-MBC mem-
bers) and a MBC target fee $5 to $10, 
depending on the day’s competition.
Contact: MBC secretary Nick Aagren, 
0408 551 575
Email: nick.aagren@gmail.com
Facebook: Melbourne Benchrest Club.

We are dedicated to the safe, competi-
tive use of military firearms. Friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions are 
held at the SSAA Little River Range on the 
first and second Sundays of the month.
The first Sunday (9am start) of the month 
events include the main event, a 3-posi-
tional competition over 100m, 200m and 
300m, plus the specialty event, which 
includes rapid-fire and focuses  on a 
different rifle/theme each month.
Various long-range events at 500m are 
held during the year with  standard ser-
vice (iron sights) and scoped rifles eligible 
to enter. 
The second Sunday of the month (11:30 
am start) main event is the 3P Trainer 
Competition on a mini 3P target over 50m, 
75m and 100m, using military trainer rifles 
(.22 and 310 cadet). 
The MRC State Titles are held in April at 
the Dookie Agricultural College. Club rifles 
are available for competition and practice, 
and the opportunity to  practice and sight 
in your own rifles is possible on either of 
the two Sundays.
Other special events are held in part-
nership with several VRA clubs and 
Military Rifle Clubs in Victoria. The club’s 
General Meeting for all members is held 
at the SSAA Springvale Range on the 
fourth Thursday of every second month 
at 8pmAnnual membership is $45 for 
adults and $15 for juniors (12 to 17 years 
inclusive)
Website: www.vicmrc.com
Email: milrifle@vicmrc.com

Practical Pistol League of Australia (PPLA) 
was formed in about 1976/77 because of 
the surge in interest in IPSC.
The PPLA was the second IPSC club 
formed in Australia and the first in Victo-
ria. The aim was, and still is, to expand 
the interest in the shooting discipline 
of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation or IPSC. This action pistol 
sport epitomises the safe use of pistols in 
the sporting arena. 
IPSC, as the name indicates, is an Inter-
national sport followed by literally thou-
sands of competitors in just about every 
nation on the planet. IPSC only uses full 
power handguns of .38 or 9mm calibre, 
including all their variants.
The PPLA runs monthly competitions on 
the third Sunday of each month at Eagle 
Park and has built an enviable array of 
pistol ranges to ensure that IPSC shoot-
ing is shown at its best in Australia. 
In fact, the range complex area built by 
the PPLA for IPSC is amongst only a few 
within Australia that can truly host and 
International level IPSC competition. 
PPLA has produced some of the finest 
IPSC competitors and International 
Range Officers within the world of IPSC.
PPLA has its own website and produces 
newsletters at various times throughout 
the year to keep members informed and 
plays a large part in the running of IPSC 
at a State, National and International 
level with various members holding 
positions at these levels. PPLA also has 
government accredited testers to exam-
ine new members to ensure that they are 
properly trained in the safe use and care 
of firearms.  
The club annual fees are varied and huge 
discounts are offered to families who 
wish to join, and as we are an IPSC only 
club, each member is required to join 
IPSC.  Prospective members should visit 
our web page to see how they can join in 
this exciting handgun shooting sport.
The club is a sub-club of the SSAA and 
membership of that organisation is 
mandatory.
Our ranges are situated at the SSAA Ea-
gle Park Range facility in Little River, an 
easy 40 minutes from Melbourne.
PPLA can be contacted either at our 
website, www.ppla.org.au or directly to 
Bill Campbell on 0412 855 266. Feel free 
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to visit our range to discuss your interest 
on the first Sunday of each month from 
around 9.30am.

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers. It runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale Range. 
Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and 
Sundays from noon. 
A variety of competitions are shot, in-
cluding ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire 
and classic pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m, 
service match, IPSC and metallic silhou-
ette (at Eagle Park range). 
Our website contains a full calendar of 
competitions and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome. We run reg-
ular Introduction to Handguns courses 
which will teach you the basics of hand-
gun safety and shooting fundamentals as 
well as provide an introduction to joining 
the club.
The course consists of 30 minutes of the-
ory followed by 60 minutes on the range 
firing a variety of club handguns.
The course costs $130 and includes 
range entry and ammunition. Bookings 
for the course are taken online at our 
website or at the front desk at Springvale 
Range.
Completing the introduction course is the 
first step in joining our club.
Club fees consist of a $400 joining fee 
and thereafter a $200 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 
Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 
Website: www.sspc.org.au
Contact: info@sspc.org.au

The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-

tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events. Shooting is a sport 
that does not present a barrier to anyone 
who wishes to get involved - neither age, 
physical ability nor gender are barriers to 
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. 
It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 
many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.
Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 
Website: www.springvalepc.org
For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising.

We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.
We shoot multi-disciplines which may 
include 3P, Field Rifle, Practical Rifle, 
Sports rifle, Air Rifle, Feral Targets, 
Stuff-We-Make-Up-As-We-Go. 
No membership fees, just a $5 target fee 
payable at each shoot. 
Need more information? Email Jenny, 
dejen@jeheda.com or Katie Ktgrl0111@
hotmail.com.
If your preference is a phone call, talk to 
our Club Coach Bill, 0408 323 060.

The Springvale Shooting Range is open 
every day of the week. The facility, which 
includes a licensed bar, lounge, and 
restaurant, allows patrons to shoot: .22 

rifles only at 50m (no magnums); and 
has 25-50m pistol ranges and a 10m air 
rifle range.
The range hosts a number of competi-
tions throughout the week, as well as ca-
tering for corporate and group shooting 
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday 
parties and community activities. 
The 50m, .22 main range is available 
to the public and members. Unlicensed 
shooters are welcome to come down and 
use the facility under the guidance of 
experienced range officers/instructors. 
Loan firearms are available at the range.
Trading hours Mon-Wed: 5pm to 9pm, 
Thu-Fri: 3pm to 9pm, Sat: 10am to 6pm, 
Sun: 10am to 5pm. 
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Email: springvale@ssaavic.com.au   

Want to have some fun? Relive the 
excitement of bygone days by shooting 
black powder firearms –a truly engross-
ing and satisfying sport – with the Victo-
rian Muzzle Loading Club (VMLC).
New members and visitors are always 
welcome to attend the VMLC monthly 
shoots at the SSAA Eagle Park Shooting 
Complex, located near Little River, on 
the third Saturday of every month. Even 
if you don’t own any muzzle loading or 
black powder firearms, knowledgeable 
and generous VMLC members are always 
eager to give you a few shots. In addi-
tion, supervision and support is given 
to all novice muzzle loading and black 
powder shooters.
Competitions are organised for all black 
powder firearms, including handguns, 
cowboy single-action rifles, black powder 
cartridge rifles, shotguns, and cannons.
In November, many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Champi-
onships, where lots of black powder and 
lead is expended during the day. At night 
everyone relaxes with a free barbecue, 
exchanging black powder stories and 
generally having a good time.
For additional information, contact the 
VMLC President Jim Morraitis on 03 
9401 1955 during business hours. Visit 
the VMLC website at www.vmlc.com.au; 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Victori-
anMuzzleLoadingClub; Twitter search for 
vmlc3; or Pinterest search for Victorian 
Muzzle Loading Club.
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Branch & Club News

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)
First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)
First Saturday 
• 1pm-3pm Training programs and 

group bookings 
Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 LR
• Noon .22 rimfire 100m Fly shoot
• 1pm .22 LR rimfire Metallic 

Silhouette
Third Saturday
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette
Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am-noon Handgun Club  

Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot any firearm
• 12.30pm 200m fox shoot
Fifth Sunday
• 10am-4pm general shooting 
Wednesday 10am-noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days.
Wodonga Range Fees
Day range pass:
SSAA members
Adult $10
Pensioner $5
Junior Free
Non members
Adult $20
Pensioner $15
Junior Free

Other fees:
Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each
Competition Fee $5
Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)
Annual range 
passes

$75 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$45 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Our contact details
Contact us: President – Josh Knight - 
jaek1@me.com or Mb 0488 970 293 

SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club (WHGC) 
was formed in 1995 as a sub-club of 
SSAA Wodonga V06 rifle range, sharing 
the 200m- and 300m-range facilities with 
30 members. 
In 2001 WHGC moved to its new location 
to the west of the SSAA Wodonga V06 
ranges. It now has 150 members and is 
steadily growing. The club’s facilities host 
Metallic Silhouette, ISSF, Service Match, 
NRA 900 Match (Bullseye), Action Match, 
IPSC and Steel Challenge.
Upon arrival

• All visitors and members must sign 
in on arrival.

• Daily range fees $10.
• All visitors to report to duty range 

officer(s) after signing in.
• Please ensure your vehicle is 

locked when unattended.
Upcoming major events
• 4-7 October, 2018. IPSC State  

Selection Match #3
• 9-11 November, 2018. SSAA Steel 

Challenge National Titles. Visit www.
wodongahandgunclub.org.au for 
information and entry.

Standing monthly calendar
First Saturday             

• 10.30am Bullseye (900 Match)
• 12.30pm Service Pistol 
• 1pm Action Match (Practical)

First Sunday
• 11.30am to 1pm Black-powder/Air 

Pistol/25m
Second Saturday 

• 1pm Centrefire/25m
• 1pm Action Match (Falling Plates)

Second Sunday 
• 9.30am IPSC – (Level 1)

Third Saturday
• 10.15am Centrefire 25m
• 1.30pm Metallic Silhouettes – Big 

Bore (300m Range)
• 1pm Action Match (Barricades)

Fourth Saturday
• 10am Introduction Course (Must 

Pre-Book) 
• 10.15am to noon Metallic Silhou-

ettes Field and Rimfire (300m 
Range)

• 10.15am Standard Pistol 

• 1pm Steel Challenge – Club Level
Fifth Saturday month

• 10.30am Practice
• 11.30am International Rapid Fire

Range is open some Wednesdays from 
noon to 3pm. Email the secretary for 
details.
See our website for more information 
www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au
Our contact details
President Sam Trabant, corowaTV@
westnet.com.au or Secretary Ruth on 
secretary@wodongahandgunclub.org.au. 
Mail: PO Box 715, Wodonga Vic 3689.

2018 WGAA Calendar (Mar-Jun)
March
3 Sunday: Duck Opening Practice Day
(Riddells Creek)
16 Saturday: Victorian Duck Opening
31 Sunday: Non-Indigenous Game Bird
(NIGB) Trial (Clarkefield)
April
6 Saturday: Victorian Quail Opening
14 Sunday: Training Day
19-22 Easter: No events
25 Anzac Day: Pointer & Setter (all point-
ing breeds) Field Trial
May
19 Sunday: Training Day (Clarkefield)
25 & 26: Pointer and Setter Field Trial
(Location TBC)
Monthly Training Days
As the weather has now cooled down we 
are back training at Clarkefield. The club 
has an extensive range of training equip-
ment which includes several electronic 
throwers, retrieving dummies, stake-out 
chains and release traps.
As usual, kick off is at 9am with a BBQ 
and raffle at midday.
Anyone with a gundog is welcome. 
Training days are held on the third Sun-
day of the month. 
Any queries please contact our Training 
Officer, Kevin Phelps – 0407 091 221.
Trial Season
The Pointer & Setter hunting and field 
trial season is now well under way.
Retrieving trials will be held later on in 
August and September.
Memberships
Membership fee is $30 and dog registra-
tions are $10
WGAA is on Facebook.
Website: wgaa.com.au.
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For more information contact the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.

Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

PROTECT YOUR VISION 
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges. 
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for 
                      juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.
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Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate 
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying 
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you 
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.

Hunting’s future 
depends on you

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters 
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field

• Share your knowledge and skills with others

Australian
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