Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Victoria)
\ A fair go for responsible people.

The Hon Lily D’Amrosio, MP 9July 2019
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change

Dear Minister,
SSAA Victoria has received a copy of the VEAC Central West Investigation Final Report.

If the recommendations contained in that report are adopted, as they stand, SSAA Victoria members will be
adversely affected. Access to public land is one of the fundamental requirements of hunters. There is limited
public land available for hunting in the central west area of the state currently. The loss of access to 77,377 ha
in the area would decimate hunting opportunities for the Association’s members and other hunters.

The official revocation of the Mt Cole sanctuary provides clarification that deer hunting is permitted in that
area. However, hunting of pest species was already permitted in the area so there is no gain for hunters from
that recommendation. ¥

The Association has made submissions to VEAC during the two stages of the public consultation process. They
are attached for your information and articulate the views of the Association in detail. The concerns raised and
the points made by the Association regarding the initial investigation and in response to the draft
recommendations have not resulted in any meaningful changes to the final recommendations that VEAC has
made.

The Association has difficulty reconciling the government’s stated commitments in the Sustainable Hunting ;
Action Plan 2016-2020 (SHAP) with the potential loss of huge areas of public land available for hunting. The

SHAP says the Victorian Government will deliver:

sustainable game management based on the best available science and evidence

improved access to game resources

healthy and productive habitats

improved hunting opportunities and increased areas available to hunting where appropriate

a growing hunting industry contributing to thriving regional communities

more people enjoying Victoria’s natural environment.

There is no evidence to suggest that VEAC has considered the SHAP when conducting its investigation or
making its recommendations. The recommendations clearly produce outcomes that are contrary to the SHAP
commitments.

Representatives of the Association seek to meet with you as a matter of urgency to discuss its concerns and
canvass potential ways to mitigate negative impacts on its members
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