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Youth Training Scheme  

For juniors over 12 years of age  
 

AIM: To introduce young people to the skills and safety requirements necessary for safe shooting.  

SSAA Victoria invites young people to attend the Youth Training Scheme (YTS) monthly training 

sessions held on the first Sunday of each month at the Springvale Range. The sessions are open to 

people 12-20 years of age (children under 14 must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian) 

and bookings should be made with the booking secretary. 

Those who enrol with the YTS can participate in competitions at Springvale and Little River as well as 

taking part in postal shoots. They will learn the requirements for shooting Field Rifle and Three-

Position competition and have access to follow-up coaching, monthly competitions and National 

awards.  

Why have a Youth Training Scheme?  
If we don’t encourage our up and coming shooters, we won’t have a sport in the future.  

Responsible parents bring their youngsters to the YTS to learn safety and technique from 

experienced trainers as preparation for field shooting. 

Some choose this sport to help them achieve goals such as the Duke of Edinburgh Award, scouting 

badges and cadet training. Some are students using sports shooting as a topic for school 

assignments. Some just want to have a go and they’ll all learn the safe, fun art of shooting.  

General information 
Springvale Range location: 710 Dandenong Road, Springvale. 

Committee: A committee of parents and coaches has been elected to oversee the running of the 

Youth Training Scheme. For further information, contact Springvale YTS convener Jeannine Taylor on 

0417 510 002.  

Instructors: Most instructors (although voluntary) are accredited Level 1 Instructors. Scoring staff 

and committee members are volunteers and those wishing to join this group of parents and 

supporters would be welcomed.  
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Rifles: Bolt action .22 rifles are available for use by YTS members. Shooters can bring their own bolt-

action (no lever-action) rifle to use and they can be sighted in on the day (if necessary). This is 

encouraged as it allows more people to participate with the club-supplied rifles.  

Ear and eye protection: Suitable ear and eye protection must be worn by all SSAA range users and 

are available free of charge on request.  

Safety: A safety briefing is held at the beginning of each YTS shoot and new members will be given 

instruction prior to proceeding onto the range. New members will be assessed for allocation to the 

appropriate level group. 

Enrolment: Young shooters who wish to be part of the YTS must complete the enrolment form and 

return it to the SSAA Youth Training Scheme Booking Contact, (Neale Johnson-Tidey Mob- 0423 594 

642 or email nealea19615@gmail.com) Participation will not be permitted until the form has been 

submitted. Application forms received after 12:00 pm on the Saturday before the first Sunday of the 

month will not be considered for the Sunday shoot. These applicants will have to wait until the next 

month’s shoot.  

Booking: A maximum of 50 will be able to participate at each shoot so book in early by entering your 

name on the booking sheet in the clubrooms after each shoot or contacting Neale Johnson-Tidey at 

nealea19615@gmail.com or 0423 594 642. Please also advise of cancellation to free up a spot.  

Fees: Fees help with the supply of ammunition, trophies, and necessary equipment replacement and 

acquisition. SSAA Victoria has waived range fees and supplies targets to help minimise cost. 

• 1 shooter $10 

• 2 shooters $15 

• 3 shooters (from same family) $20 

Please Note: The YTS does not have eftpos at the Springvale Range. Please bring cash and, if possible 

use notes of $10 denomination. 

Firearms licence: A firearms licence is not required for the first two visits. After that YTS members 

are encouraged to join the SSAA and commence the firearms licence application process. Junior 

shooters between 12 and 17 must have a junior licence and shooters 18 years and over must have a 

full licence. Shooters can continue to shoot during the licence application process. Inform the YTS 

when the process has commenced and when the SSAA membership card and firearms licence is 

received so we can add the details to your record. 

SSAA membership: Because the YTS is a SSAA club, members are required to have SSAA 

membership. SSAA membership also makes you eligible for Field Rifle Competition and national 

awards.  
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GUIDELINES FOR MONTHLY SHOOT  

• Youth Training Scheme shoots are held on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise 

advised. No meeting in January. The December shoot is a family fun day.  

• There are 50 spots for each monthly shoot and shooters must book in at least a week prior 

to day of competition.  

• The range is open earlier for sighting in of your own rifles if required. Check with the range 

for times.  

YTS program timetable 
• 9:45am: First timer registration for 10am start.  

• 11.30am: Set up, come if you can to help. Shooters and parents are invited to help set up the 

range and clean up, run the day and score targets. 

• Noon: Registration (all shooters must be registered by 12.30pm).  

• 12.30pm: Safety briefing and general announcements.  

• 1pm: Competition commences. 

• 4pm-4.30pm Competitions finished. Targets marked. All targets may be collected by 

shooters and taken home unless awards to be applied for or required for postal shoots.  

Shooter groups:  
• New members for assessment of safety understanding, ability, etc.  

• Prone, Sitting and Standing Post instruction;  

• Rapid Fire and Off-Hand instruction when applicable to advancement, age and strength;  

• Field Rifle Competition for shooters with score average between 150-280;  

• Field Rifle Competition for shooters with score average between 280-400.  

Field Rifle is shot with a scoped .22. Sitting and Standing Post at 50m, Offhand and Rapid Fire at 25m.  

Coaches and range officers: Many supervisors are practicing Range Officers (ROs) and some are 

Level 1 coaches. It means ROs, who are mandatory during a shoot, are available wherever the YTS 

travels.  
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