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What a gratify-
ing result for 
the 2019 SSAA 

SHOT Expo at the Mel-
bourne Showgrounds this 
year. To have so many 
come in a year when there 
were two other similar 
shows proved that ours is 
the biggest hunting and 
shooting expo in Australia.

The feedback we received was extremely positive and we put that down to the 
efforts of the team of volunteers who helped to ensure it all ran smoothly and that 
the customer experience was first class.

It was also pleasing that our new organiser Level Up Events was able to success-
fully engage the industry in such a difficult situation brought on by circumstances 
beyond our control. That we got 141 exhibitors to fill the main hall at Melbourne 
Showgrounds showed how much work had gone into restoring the confidence 
in the SSAA.

Our State Office staff also put in a huge effort to organise not only SSAA’s pres-
ence at the event with the Association’s stand, but to engage with our clubs to 
build our team of volunteers and to showcase some of the many disciplines on 
offer at our ranges.

Our disciplines are expanding as well, particularly shotgun with Wodonga 
Branch in the process of installing a five-stand and equipping the range with clay 
target throwers.

The branch has been particularly active in encouraging more people to become 
involved in the shooting sports.

A recent come and try day for women held at the Wodonga Range was very 
well attended and is thanks to the efforts of two of our SSAA Victoria directors, 
Marion Barnes and Josh Knight. 

Marion in particular is dedicated to introducing more women and juniors to our 
sport, and why wouldn’t she when we learned recently that shooting has a very 
positive affect on our health and mental wellbeing?

That was the finding of a study commissioned by The Nationals Senator Bridget 
McKenzie, a good friend of the shooting sports and an avid shooter herself.

The study, Economic and social impacts of recreational hunting and shooting, 
showed a $2.4 billion benefit to the Australian economy and concluded that 
hunters and shooters had higher levels of wellbeing. Well, I might not be the most 
shining example of that! But we commend Senator McKenzie for putting out into 
the public what we have known ourselves for a long time.

Anyway, it’s almost Christmas and we cap off another fine year of growth and 
prosperity. Membership has hit 40,000 and we are looking forward to continuing 
to improve our facilities and member service in the New Year.

Merry Christmas and safe shooting 

Denis Moroney
President SSAA Victoria
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Modified 2020 
Duck Season 
most likely
SSAA Victoria has added its 

voice to the recommendation 
for a modified 2020 Duck Sea-

son to ensure a season goes ahead.
The recommendation was made 

to the Game Management Author-
ity in a submission made jointly by 
Field and Game Australia (FGA) 
and SSAA Victoria. It suggests the 
season be shortened by two weeks 
and the bag limit reduced from 10 
to six ducks per hunter.

SSAA Victoria Hunting Develop-
ment Manager David Laird said the 
recommendation acknowledges 
the drought conditions which are 
affecting water bird numbers in 
Victoria.

“We could go in boots and all 
and demand a full season, which 
is what we always want, but it’s 
just not realistic this year given 
the continuing low bird numbers 
counted in all the surveys we’ve 
seen,” he said.

“We want sustainable duck hunting in 
Victoria to make sure our kids can enjoy 
it as much as us, and then their kids. The 
way to do that is respect the science and 
work with the Government and author-
ities.

“Last year we were not satisfied with 
the rationale for a restricted season 
because there was no transparency on 
how the decision was made.

“We are still dissatisfied with the 
process, but from what we’ve seen this 
year we believe a full season is not in the 
best interests of sustainable hunting.”

Mr Laird said he understood the 
submission’s recommendations would 
not please everyone but hoped that 
SSAA Victoria’s members would under-
stand the reason behind the decision.

“It’s important to negotiate these 
issues in a reasonable manner because 

the Government is under pressure to 
cancel the season all together,” he said.

“If we were to go in with an all-or-noth-
ing approach, we would lose the respect 
we’ve worked so hard to build at 
Government level and there would be 
no credible opposition to cancelling or 
banning duck hunting altogether.

“Facts are facts. Duck numbers and 
habitat have been affected by the 
drought and we respect the science 
which proves it.”

Since 1995 there have only been 
seven full duck seasons. It was cancelled 
four times and modified the remaining 
14 times.

The Government will announce its 
final decision on the 2020 Duck Season 
in January.

Visit ssaavic.com.au/sustainable-duck- 
hunting-the-goal-in-season-recommen-
dation to see the SSAA Victoria and FGA 
submission

The finishing touches are be-
ing made to Eagle Park’s Main 
Range 1 after the roof was fi-

nally replaced, 12 months after it 
was damaged by a freak wind gust.

New storm water drainage, a 
water tank to capture rainwater 
from the new roof, a new cease-fire 
siren, a public address system and 
new iron railing are all part of the 
reconstruction works.

The roof itself was erected in 
September this year after long 
delays in finalising costs and the 
insurance claim, as well as the 
discovery of old footings.

“We’re now installing a siren 
system to signal cease fires rather 
than the old gongs,” said SSAA 
Facilities Manager Shaun Doyle. 
“The iron railing at the rear of the 
firing line helps to make it a little 
safer and we’re installing mesh as a 
finishing touch.

“With such a big roof area, we 
should be able to fill the water tank 
we’re installing reasonably quickly 
with some good rain.

“We’ve also installed new storm 
water drainage to protect the car 
park when we do get heavy rain.”

Some members asked about 
having sound dampening in the 
roof, but it proved too expensive.

“We discovered that for an addi-
tional cost of up to $100,000, we 
would only have achieved 3 deci-
bels difference,” Mr Doyle said. 

“With firearms averaging around 
150 decibels, we determined 
adequate hearing protection was a 
more effective alternative.”
Note: Eagle Park will be closed 
from Dec 24 to Jan 1.

Final touches 
to new roof  

The new roof over Main Range 1.
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50 Years
Kenneth Holmes

25 Years
Denis Avery
Vincent Baullo
Russell Black
Mark Blackman
Chris Bouniotis
Graeme Brewer
Mark Broadbent
Jaimie Brooks
Peter Brown
Ross Campbell
William Cianciarulo
Frank Conti
Roland Crachi
Antonio Curcio
Joseph Curcio
Anthony Debono

Jason Duncan
Graeme Duncan
Peter Ellis
Barry Esmore
Peter Fikkers
Sotirios Giokas
Robin Hancock
Noel Hawkins
David Jackson
Aslan Jemali
Zoltan Juhas
Nandor Kovacs
Graham Krautz
Graeme Lambert
Douglas Lowe
Peter Lowles
Daniel Manglaviti
Dave Manley
Chirstos Mantzaris
Dennis Mattiussi

Michael Molphy
Anthony Moodie
Jim Morraitis
Grant Munro
Nick Nicola
Sharon Nielsen
Rene Pedersen
David Pohl
Lenzi Romeo
Paul Silver
Vladimir Soukup
Rob Stefanac
Jeffrey Sulejman
William Tanian
Ian Treloar
William Tumney
Wesley Turner
Nicholas Watkin
Brian Wilson

Congratulations to SSAA’s 
long-serving active members!

New hunting maps app a winner
New electronic hunting maps were 

recently officially released after 
consultation with hunting organ-

isations including SSAA Victoria.
The new maps are an overlay for Victo-

ria’s More To Explore phone app, which 
is currently used by more than 20,000 
people to navigate 3.9 million hectares 
of public land.

The hunting overlay for the app is 
Victoria’s first comprehensive electronic 
mapping system showing all public land 
available for hunters, as well as which 
species of both game animals and pests 
can be hunted in specific areas.

The maps can also be downloaded to 
use offline or out of mobile range.

“One of the issues for hunters, espe-
cially the many new people who we see 
coming to hunting in Victoria, is knowing 
exactly where they can go,” said SSAA 
Victoria Hunting Development Manager 
David Laird.

“We worked with the Department 
through its Sustainable Hunting Action 
Plan to provide input into how the maps 
could work and we reckon they’ve come 
up OK.

“They are not perfect and we know 
there are some issues with private prop-
erty and grazing lease areas. We encour-
age our members to let us know if they 
spot an issue by contacting me (hunting.
manager@ssaavic.com.au)

“But we do congratulate the Minister 
for Agriculture for showing her support 
for hunting in Victoria by announcing 
the maps.”

The app is regularly updated to reflect 

changes in land status and 
show road closures and also 
features an emergency location func-
tion for public land users’ safety.

The new electronic hunting maps are 
a key initiative under the Labor Govern-
ment’s $5.3 million Sustainable Hunting 
Action Plan, which was adopted to 
support the game hunting industry’s 
long-term growth.

“The new maps are part of our commit-

A glimpse at the menu system in the hunting overlay for the More to 
Expore app showing where hunting is permitted. 

The hours for centrefire rifle use at 
the Cobaw Range situated at Lance-
field have been extended thanks to 

a common-sense ruling by the Victorian 
Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT).

SSAA Victoria lodged an application 
two years ago to have the range hours 
for centrefire rifles extended from noon 
to 2pm out to 9am to 5pm (6pm during 
daylight savings) to match the current 
permitted rimfire hours.

The Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
approved the application early this year, 
but an appeal against it was lodged with 
VCAT which threw out the appeal.

The range is managed by the Kyneton 
Branch and its President Andrew Marci-
aniak said the VCAT decision was a good 
result for all hunters and shooters in the 
Kyneton area.

“It’s great news for the people who live 
here and want to make more use of the 
fantastic facility we have,” he said.

“It’s also a win for common sense. 

Cobaw range hours extended
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Victoria’s Acting Chief Veterinary 
Officer has asked hunters to 
keep an eye out for sick or dead 

pigs while in the field.
African swine fever is currently 

spreading across parts of Europe and 
Asia. The infection can affect both 
domestic and feral pigs. 

Australia is currently free from the 
contagious viral disease but, if intro-
duced, it could have a substantial 
impact on pig health and production.

To protect pigs at home, the Austra-
lian and state governments have 
increased biosecurity efforts including 
at our national border, but Dr Cameron 
Bell said hunters also had a role to 
play in preventing African swine fever 
and other exotic animal diseases from 
entering our pig population.

“African swine fever can be transmit-
ted through contact between infected 
feral, farmed or domestic pigs, pork 
products and contaminated vehicles, 
clothing or equipment,” Dr Bell said.

“The most likely source of an exotic 
disease outbreak in Australia would be 

through a pig eating infected meat or 
meat products. 

“With that in mind, it’s important to 
be vigilant and ensure no food scraps 
are left behind when out hunting.”

Feeding pigs meat, meat products 
or anything that may have come into 
contact with meat – whether inten-
tional or unintentional – is called swill 
feeding and it is illegal in Australia.

Dr Bell encouraged SSAA Victoria 
members to be on the lookout for 
signs of ASF while hunting in Victoria 
and interstate.

“A pig with African swine fever will 
typically present with signs of fever, 
redness of the skin, inability or unwill-
ingness to stand up, diarrhoea and 
pneumonia,” he said. 

“African swine fever can kill high 
numbers of pigs, so unexplained pig 
deaths should be reported.”

If you see sick or dead pigs, or 
suspect an unusual disease anywhere 
across Australia, call the all-hours 
Emergency Animal Disease Watch 
Hotline on 1800 675 888.

African swine fever 
warning for hunters

Hunters are warned to be on the lookout for sick pigs when out hunting.

New hunting maps app a winner
ment to make 

sure hunting 
is conducted in 

a safe, responsi-
ble and sustain-

able way right 
across the state,” 

said Minister for 
Agriculture Jaclyn 

Symes.
“The app will be 

a great tool to help 
hunters stay informed 

about their favourite 
hunting locations or 

explore new ones.”
In January, the Govern-

ment provided $6 million 
to the Game Management 

Authority to boost its compli-
ance and enforcement capabil-

ities and improve communica-
tion and education about legal hunting 
in Victoria.

More To Explore is available from the 
iOS App Store and the Google Play store. 
For more information, visit the GMA 
website, gma.vic.gov.au.

Having centrefire rifles only able to shoot 
for a couple of hours each day was very 
restrictive for people wanting to test 
ammunition or sight in their rifles for 
hunting, so this now opens the range up 
for everyone.”

While the ruling allows for the extend-
ed time, the Kyneton Branch will open 
the range to centrefire rifles on its regular 
hours of 10am to 4pm on the second 
and fourth Sunday of each month.

SSAA Victoria Facilities Manager Shaun 
Doyle said the extended hours reflected 
the growing interest in the branch’s 
activities.

“The growing interest in centrefire 
shooting at the range, including the 
opportunity to hold competitions there, 
prompted us to revisit the centrefire 
restrictions,” Shaun said.

“Happily common sense prevailed and 
the Kyneton Branch can now offer an 
extended service to members and the 
public.”

Cobaw range hours extended
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Hunters and shooters have a 
respected voice at State Gov-
ernment level thanks to SSAA 

Victoria’s ongoing efforts to build re-
lationships with ministers, politicians 
and Government representatives.

Regular meetings with senior 
bureaucrats, delegations to Parliament 
House and successful events such as 
the SSAA SHOT Expo have helped the 
Association develop a profile among 
the State’s decision makers. 

It’s part of the Association’s ongoing 
advocacy program and has given our 
members representation on issues 
including firearms laws, deer manage-
ment, duck hunting and access to 
public land.

“We are often asked what it is we 
do to put forward the interests of our 
members at political level,” SSAA CEO 
Jack Wegman said.

“It’s a fair question because good 
advocacy is not always visible. It’s 
about building a reservoir of good 
will which earns us a seat at the 
table when issues which affect us are 
considered.

“It’s by presenting ourselves as 
responsible, ethical and rational repre-
sentatives of our 40,000 members 
that sets us apart from the extremists 
who oppose our sport and recreation 
with media stunts and highly visible 
campaigns.

“If you listen to the language during 
Parliamentary debate, it’s clear that 
extremism doesn’t carry as much 
weight as hard data and reason.”

The Association’s advocacy has 
influenced the State Government’s 
ongoing commitment to the Sustain-
able Hunting Action Plan, which has 
positive outcomes for hunters, and 
had SSAA Victoria’s Practical Firearms 
Safety Course recognised as an alter-
native firearms safety course.

It has also given us opportunities 
to make meaningful submissions 
on issues relating to duck and deer 
hunting, land tenure and changes to 
the Firearms Act.

“Our primary goal is to ensure that 
our interests are not undermined by 
showing that we’re keeping a very 
close eye on the issues which affect 
us,” said SSAA Victoria Hunting Devel-
opment Manager David Laird. 

“The anti-gun and anti-hunting 
lobbies have a loud voice and it can 
influence policy so we’re diligent in 
ensuring that hunters and shooters 
are not lost in the noise and are 
at front of mind when it comes to 
making decisions.

“We also co-operate with other 
major hunting organisations such as 
the Australian Deer Association and 
Field and Game Australia to present 
a united voice which can have very 
positive results.”

The Association regularly meets 
with government representatives and 
associated groups to often set the 
record straight or just to provide a 
hunter’s perspective.

It’s not always an easy battle with 
government policy dictated by 
popular opinion which may be influ-
enced by a virulent and media-savvy 
anti-gun/hunting lobby.

“We saw it recently with new Liberal 
MP James Newbury going against his 

party’s stance on duck hunting,” Mr 
Laird said. 

“Mr Newbury agreed to meet with 
us, but it was clear he had been influ-
enced by inner-city opinion.”

SSAA Victoria Communications 
Manager Justin Law said anti-hunting 
sentiment, particularly surrounding 
duck hunting, is prevalent partly 
because the antis having figured out 
how to manipulate the media to get 
maximum coverage.

“The media isn’t as well-resourced 
as it used to be so the information 
they are supplied by the anti-gun and 
anti-hunting lobbies is taken at face 
value and is rarely interrogated, let 
alone the groups themselves,” he said.

“We often see under-resourced 
news outlets publish one-sided attacks 
on lawful hunting and sports shooting 
by self-interested groups such as Gun 
Control Australia, Coalition Against 
Duck Shooting or Regional Victorians 
Opposed to Duck Shooting.

“There are larger organisations 
such as Animals Australia and the 
RSPCA and all of them have a donate 
button on their website, so we can 
only assume attacking sustainable, 
well-regulated hunting has become 

Political advocacy: what we do for you
Good advocacy is not always visible, but it’s important to know that 
we are very active in promoting the interests of SSAA members.

Nationals MPs Tim McCurdy, Melina Bath and Danny O’Brien (right) with SSAA 
Victoria’s Justin Law (centre) and David Laird at a meeting in Parliament House.
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big business for them.
“It’s hard not to be cynical of charity 

organisations such as these which 
have highly-paid executive teams and 
marketing departments.”

The money raised by these organ-
isations is also spent on malicious 
campaigns against hunters such as 
the “Duck shooting is not a sport” 
media blitz in 2016.

“Those campaigns have a big impact 
on public opinion which in turn influ-
ences the way they are reported,” Mr 
Law said.

However, Mr Law said that hunters 
and shooters can make a difference by 
responding to stories which are unfair 
or incorrect.

“Newspapers have a letter section 
and writing to it can help to balance 
the opinion of the reader, so this is 
something we very much encourage 
our members to do,” he said.

“We monitor the media and will 
send in responses ourselves, but they 
are not always published. Letters from 
people who live in the paper’s locali-
ty can have a much greater impact 
because it will show how the attacks 
on our sport or recreation affect indi-
viduals.”

Political advocacy is also not limited 
to Association-level negotiation. Jack 
Wegman said all members can make 
a difference by getting to know their 
local Member of Parliament in the 
Lower and Upper House.

“A simple visit to your local MP can 
make all the difference,” he said.

“MPs want to understand the mood 
of their constituents. By visiting them 
you’re letting them know and that can 
influence how they vote in Parliament 
and discuss issues in the party room.

“What we have in our favour is that 
we’re out there hunting and shoot-
ing and can see first-hand what is 
happening as opposed to the bigoted 
antis whose arguments are based on 
supposition and spurious claims.

“Together we can show our Parlia-
mentary representatives that we 
will not be the whipping boy for the 
pathological prohibitionists who want 
to increasingly tighten the laws until 
we can no longer shoot.”

Political advocacy: what we do for you What we show MPs and 
Government representatives

SSAA Victoria is a not-for-profit organisation which represents 
40,000 recreational hunters and sporting shooters from the in-
ner suburbs of Melbourne to all corners of the state. The Associ-

ation recognises the responsibility of its leadership in the shooting 
community and strives to develop co-operative relationships with 
Government and other representative groups to achieve positive 
outcomes for its growing number of members.

THE ASSOCIATION’S PRIMARY FUNCTIONS ARE TO:
• Represent our members to government and the media on 

hunting and firearms matters;
• Provide a high standard of professionally delivered training 

for new shooters with our Practical Firearms Training Program;
• Provide safe and professionally run facilities to cater for all 

shooters;
• Promote safe, competent, ethical and legal shooting and 

hunting;
• Inform our members of issues which concern them and the 

future of shooting and hunting;
• Deliver pest control solutions for farmers under our Farmer 

Assist program.
• Contribute to positive environmental outcomes via participa-

tion in Parks Victoria’s Conservation and Pest Management program;
• Deliver an exposition of the hunting and shooting sports 

industry with our SSAA SHOT Expo.

ISSUES WHICH NEED YOUR SUPPORT:
• The introduction of a Waterfowl Conservation Harvest Model 

rather than the Kingsford waterfowl survey to create a scientific 
approach to determining Duck Season conditions.

• A commitment that Parks Victoria continues to fund its a 
Conservation and Pest Management program which enlists our 
members to help control pests.

• Increased resources for the GMA to allow it to function more 
effectively.

• The Victorian Environmental Assessment Council Central 
West Report is recommending locking up chunks of state forest into 
National Parks. We don’t want to lose hunter access.

• The Deer Management Strategy is in draft and we are satis-
fied that it should go ahead in its current form. We want the draft to 
be adopted.

• The Sustainable Hunting Action Plan has delivered some 
good outcomes for hunters and we want to see it updated.

• We are strongly opposed to deer being declared a pest. It 
reduces the GMA’s ability to measure how many deer are taken via 
its game licence and reporting process and takes away deer’s high 
status for hunters.

• SSAA has a Farmer Assist program which needs farmer partic-
ipation. We need greater engagement with the Agriculture sector to 
highlight our service.

• Greater stakeholder engagement with DELWP with a key 
contact for hunting issues.

• Sealing of Gifkins Road, Little River which is the driveway to 
the Eagle Park Range.

• A centrefire range to the east of Melbourne within a 100km 
of the CBD.
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SSAA SHOT Expo in October this year 
was a winner with 13,000 shooting 
sports enthusiasts flocking to the two-

day event to see and buy the latest hunt-
ing, shooting and outdoors gear.

It didn’t take long for the 141 exhibitors 
who filled the Melbourne Showgrounds 
Main Hall to enjoy that enthusiasm with 
Winchester Australia selling their first rifle 
of the day within four minutes of the doors 
opening.

But with a third of visitors at previous 
events not having a firearms licence, this 
year’s theme was ‘Pathway to the Shooting 
Sports’, a motto adopted by SSAA Victoria.

“We wanted to focus on those people 
who are obviously curious about the 
shooting sports but are unsure about the 
first step,” said SSAA Victoria Communica-
tions Manager Justin Law.

“To achieve that we produced material 
to show in simple terms how to become 
involved and included Main Stage presen-
tations aimed specifically for people new 
to shooting.

“Our sub-clubs were also on display to 
show some of the many different disci-
plines offered by the Association and they 

attracted plenty of enquiry.”
Commonwealth Games gold medallist 

Laetisha Scanlan hosted the Main Stage 
which featured presentations focusing on 
women in shooting, training and purchas-
ing your first firearm.

There was also a special deer hunting 
panel discussion with representatives from 
SSAA Victoria, Australian Deer Association, 
the Game Management Authority and 
Parks Victoria.

The Field to Fork Stage again drew huge 
interest with cooking displays by Jason 
Spencer of Hunt Catch Cook who rustled 
up several mouth-watering creations.

But it was the host of new products 
launched just prior to the Expo that visitors 
were mostly interested in. Brian Mortensen, 
national sales manager for Winchester, 
one of four major sponsors, was delighted 
when one of the first arrivals snapped up 
the latest CZ 457 rimfire rifle.

“I could hardly believe it actually,” he 
said. “The doors had been open for less 
than five minutes and the first of the CZs 
was sold. 

“So many people had been telling us 
how much they were looking forward to 

the Expo and that customer knew exactly 
what he’d come for. He was a happy man 
and so was I.”

High-profile visitors included Liberal, 
Labor and The Nationals MPs including 
Senator Bridget McKenzie, Federal Minister 
for Agriculture, who spent the weekend 
mingling with visitors and lending a hand 
at the popular Working Gundogs Associa-
tion of Australia demonstrations. 

“It was a fantastic event thanks to 
the efforts of the many volunteers who 
helped to make the visitor and exhibitor 
experience first class,” said SSAA Victoria 
President Denis Moroney.

“The professionalism of these SSAA 
Victoria members was well noted as was 
the months of effort put in by the staff at 
the State Office under the guidance of 
Michael Allendorf at Level Up Events.

“Ours was the biggest and most popular 
hunting and firearms expo in a year when 
two other similar shows were unexpected-
ly scheduled for Melbourne. 

“It proves we have the expertise and 
credibility to give the industry and firearms 
community the most professional and 
enjoyable experience.”

SHOT Expo goes off!
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From left: SSAA’s Marion Barnes and 
Gemma Dunn with Commonwealth 

Games gold medallist Laetisha Scanlan. 

Senator Bridget McKenzie with Working Gundogs of Australia members.



Lead dust: 
Reduce the Risks

Any amount of lead exposure is harmful to 
human health. People using firearms, handling 
ammunition or visiting shooting ranges are 
at risk of inhaling or swallowing lead dust or 
fumes, and to a lesser extent, absorbing lead 
through the skin.
Protect your family
Don’t bring lead home with you.
Lead is ‘sticky’ and can be transported from 
a shooting range on your body, clothes and 
equipment, into a car and your home. It may 

expose your family and children. 
Your children are especially at risk
Children are more vulnerable to the effects of 
lead exposure. Extra caution should be taken 
when attending the ranges. Ensure your body 
and clothing are free of lead dust before em-
bracing children or handling toys and personal 
effects. If you are pregnant, consider the risks 
of lead exposure to yourself and your baby 
and take appropriate precautions to minimise 
exposure to lead. 

SSAA Victoria: Promoting safe and responsible firearms use
Visit ssaavic.com.au for more information

These guidelines are detailed in Information for Gun Shooters: Managing Exposure 
to Lead. State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human Services, October 2018.

Pregnant? Lead dust can affect 
your unborn child

• Eating, drinking and  
smoking when shooting  
can put you at risk.

• Wash your hands and face  
after using firearms.
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The recent case of a duck hunter 
fined $5000 for scaring ducks af-
ter an activist submitted video to 

the authorities was a lesson for all duck 
hunters.

The regulatory authority which 
charged the hunter and confiscated 
his boat was acting in accordance with 
the Wildlife Act. But the hunter may 
have helped himself if he was aware of 
procedures which may have assisted him 
during the later court hearings.

Essentially, recording what happens to 
you is the key because you are gathering 
your own evidence which can be used 
by a lawyer to defend you against what-
ever charges may be laid.

And it doesn’t matter how much of a 
good citizen you might be. In this era of 
technology, we can all fall victim to the 
malicious actions of the anti-hunting 
activist.

In this particular case imagine you 
are committed to a civil society which is 
more about giving than getting.

You have been active in local and state 
government and active in conservation.

You know that the earth cannot give if 
it is starved, exploited and abused. Ducks 
do not come to polluted neglected 
wetlands. Fish do not breed in exposed 
polluted habitats. 

You have worked with government 
bodies and politicians on all sides of 
government. You have worked with the 
public authorities over the years. You 
have helped preserve wetlands. You 
have helped preserve local freshwater 
and saltwater habitats.

Then one evening your boat is taken 
by a public officer.

You don’t get a tape of the interview 

that was conducted on the evening.
You don’t get a receipt for your boat 

that states any authority by which your 
boat was taken.

Several hours later, you receive phone 
calls from those who know you.

It appears that this self-same officer or 
his colleagues have posted the confisca-
tion of your boat on Facebook and say 
that it has been confiscated because 
it was involved in the committing of 
offences.

It takes seven months to get charged 
and then it takes another 11 months to 
get to a place in the pre-trial procedures 
to really weigh up the issues and risks of 
going forward. You weigh the risks and 
accept a single charge. There is a fine. 
The case is over.

What could you have done to have 
affected that outcome?

1. As the Good Book says, “He 
who has ears, let them hear”. God gave 
you two ears and one mouth. Listen twice 
as much as you talk and always be polite.

2. Take your time. Get the name 
and official number of the person 

confronting you. If you are deaf (like me) 
get the person to write it down or give 
you a card. 

3. Call a lawyer. If it happens after 
hours arrange to have the interview at 
a time when a lawyer can be present, 
ideally at a police station, where the 
prescribed equipment is kept.

4. Insist on taking a copy of the 
recording from the interview.

5. Do not give up property. Please 
note, even if the property is ultimately 
lawfully taken, this can be done in the 
presence of police and the public author-
ity will have to justify their conduct in 
front of the police.

Above all take control.

Peter Cooper has been SSAA Victoria’s 
counsel when it comes to legal matters 
concerning firearms. His services are 
now available at State Office in Box Hill. 
Peter attends the office three days a 
week and provides legal advice to Asso-
ciation members at a third off his normal 
rate. To make an appointment, call Peter 
Cooper on 0430 468 127.

Cooper’s 
Counsel

Peter Cooper Lawyer

The case of the confiscated boat
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Wild 
harvesters 

SSAA Duck Hunters Club committee member Kerryn Gouldson, 
President Ken Vickers and Secretary/Treasurer Greg Williamson 
after a successful day’s hunting out on the water.

ssaaduckhunters@saintly.com.au
Facebook: @ssaaducks



The Victorian Shooter     13

Feature

Wild 
harvesters 
Camping with friends and a big feed of fresh duck is the 

perfect weekend for the SSAA Victoria Duck Hunters Club

By Mick Matheson

“We rocked in with a big container 
full of duck chilli and they ate all 
of it,” Greg Williamson, secretary 

and treasurer of the SSAA Victoria’s Duck Hunt-
ers Club, says, recounting one of the great re-
wards of hunting. It was a dinner at the in-laws’ 
place, and the big feed of duck came out of a 
good season’s hunting with the SSAA Victoria 
Duck Hunters Club.

“We went out late last season and did a day of 

dam jumping,” Greg remembers. “Some of the 
people we were with had more than enough 
duck already in their freezer so we went home 
with a few kilos of duck breast and cooked it up 
for the family get-together.”

Moments like these epitomise the hunting 
ethic and remind us how good it is to eat our 
own wild-harvested free-range meats.  

This is what’s at the heart of the Duck Hunters 
Club, which has hatched, fledged and flown in 
less than two years since being formed.

Continued Page 14
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From Page 13
It is now getting ready to hit the water 

again for the 2020 duck season. 
Though still a small club, it is growing 

and gaining momentum through being 
active and down to earth.

At the same time, it is proving to be 
a new force in SSAA’s fight for duck 
hunters, taking on an advocacy role that 
gives us greater strength than ever. 

The Duck Hunters Club — an official 
sub-club of SSAA Victoria — was estab-
lished in 2018 for social and practical 
reasons, providing knowledge, training 
and access for SSAA members who love 
their duck hunting as well as a friendly 
group to spend time with.

And after all, what’s duck hunting if it’s 
not a social event, despite the time you 
might spend alone on the water?

“That’s what I found the first duck hunt 
I went out on,” Greg says. “The duck 
numbers were terrible and it wasn’t the 
greatest location to be in but it was a 
camping trip. 

“You got up early, had something to 
do hunting ducks for the first hour or 
two of the day and then you sat around 
the campfire and had a chat and all the 
other things you do on a camping trip. 

“Then for the last hour of daylight 
you’re out looking for more ducks. It’s a 
very nice way to spend a weekend. 

“If you have a good harvest you 
wander home with dinner. If you have 
a really good season it’s enough to last 
you through to the next season.” 

The Duck Hunters Club caters for 
all levels of experience, and keenly 
welcomes novice shooters.

For the next phase of its growth, the 
club is pursuing accreditation for its own 
range officers so they can run their own 
practice and training events without the 
added cost of having to hire officers. 
Greg says it will give them more flexibil-
ity, too.

Most of their range shooting is done 
at Eagle Park, which is perfect for the 
majority of members, who are city based. 
But the club will also spread its wings. 

“We’d be quite happy to go out to any 
of the SSAA shotgun-capable ranges. 
I know that Shepparton has a shotgun 
range because they’ve got all three disci-
plines up there. 

“We’re more than happy to go wher-
ever.”

It’s the same during duck season, 
when the club is at its most active and 

they spend a number of weekends out 
around the state. 

Places they’ve been include Baillieu’s 
Lagoon [also known as Richardson’s 
Lagoon], Eildon, Little Murray, private 
property near Ballarat and more.  

“Baillieu’s was the very first opening 
weekend for the club and was quite 
successful,” Greg says. “The people who 
are better shots than me bagged out for 
the weekend, but even I wandered out 
with four or five birds.

“Because Baillieu’s was so successful 
we went three or four times.

Right: Duck 
Hunters Club 
President Ken 
Vickers with 
Zorba enjoying 
a full bag during 
the 2013 season.
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Greg Williamson’s family has embraced duck hunting with him. His part-
ner is now a committee member of the Duck Hunters Club, and three 
of their four daughters have done their firearm safety training. 

“Two of the girls will come out to duck season next year,” he says, “and in 
a few years’ time the youngest will come out too and I suspect she’ll quite 
happily hunt ducks.

“I didn’t grow up in a hunting family,” he adds. 
“My old man was apparently a really good shot. He was a country teacher 

for a while and endeared himself to the local farmers by sitting on the front of 
the schoolhouse and picking off feral cats. But mum was not a fan of guns so 
when I was born he got rid of the .22. 

“I was introduced to duck hunting by a mate, so I’ve only been into it for half 
a dozen years or so. For us it’s a relatively new thing — a new family tradition. 

“It’s one of those sports that’s easy, whether you’re male or female. And 
one of the things about ducks over deer is they’re much easier to carry home. 

“Your 12-year-old can take a duck and get it home just as easily as anyone 
else, which is really great. It helps them appreciate where their food actually 
comes from.”

Greg’s new family tradition

“I’m hoping we’ll get a full season in 
2020. I don’t know that we will — it’s 
been a bit dry this year.”

SSAA Victoria and the Duck Hunters 
Club are hoping for a full season, but 
regardless of what the Government 
decides, members who go out with 
the club will find friendship, fun and 
undoubtedly some success. 

The Duck Hunters became an official SSAA club after working with Hunting Devel-
opment Manager David Laird (2nd left) and President Denis Moroney (right). Greg 
Williamson (left) and Ken Vickers are pictured with them at the 2019 State Conference. 
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Up on the border with NSW, the 
SSAA Victoria Wodonga Branch 
V06 is active in promoting more 

involvement in the shooting sports.
A recent come and try day attracted 40 

women, most of whom had never used 
a firearm before, with the new shotgun 
facility proving to be very popular.

But Wodonga Branch is no stranger to 
thinking a little bit laterally when it comes 
to providing services for its members and 
local shooters.

The Wodonga Range is part of a 
larger shooting complex that includes 
the SSAA Wodonga Handgun club and 
the Albury-Wodonga Field and Game 
(AWFG) branch which holds sporting 
clays on the first Sunday of every month.

“What makes us a little more unique 
is we have a multi-purpose 100m range 
and roller ski track for biathlon shooters 
thanks to a dedicated group of people 
from the Telemark Nordic ski club,” said 
Branch President Josh Knight.

“They put in great effort to get it up 
and running with support from the 
Wodonga Branch committee.

“It also showed we could do other 
things rather than simply provide a place 
to shoot paper and we decided to move 
forward in offering greater activities for 

women and juniors shooters.
“As a follow-up to the come and try 

day for women, we will be running an 
afternoon just for juniors and women to 
come and shoot.”

Josh says these programs are part of 
an ongoing commitment to encourag-
ing family participation in the shooting 
sports.

“We have been running a junior school 
competition with AWFG since 2007 and 
now have more than 250 school kids 
compete for the A and B Cups,” he said.

“Our Christmas shoot caters for all ages 
with novelty .22lr events for the over 12s 
and laser rifles and nerf gun events for 
the younger kids.

“We want to bring back the family 

atmosphere at Wodonga where every-
one feels part of the branch.”

Improving the facilities at Wodonga 
is always high on the branch commit-
tee’s agenda. A new club house was 
completed last year and general range 
improvements were made to the main 
300m range.

The branch is planning a new ameni-
ties block and camp area to allow for 
major events and is investigating the 
installation of solar power.

Other improvements on the table are 
to concrete the 300m range firing line 
and install new rainwater tanks.

In November a successful novelty 
shoot with the pistol silhouette disci-
plines raised funds to purchase more 
silhouette targets. 

“We’re also keen to provide more 
shotgun shooting and purchased a 
six-clay thrower and Beretta shotgun for 
visitors to use,” Josh said. 

“We’re planning to soon offer five-
stand and other shotgun disciplines to 
continue the strong growth in atten-
dance we’ve seen at the benches in the 
past 18 months.

“At the end of the day we are aiming 
to offer our members the best range 
experience in the Association.”

Wodonga branching out

SSAA Victoria President Denis Moroney 
with Wodonga Branch President and 
SSAA Victoria director Josh Knight.
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Forty women tried shooting for the 
first time at the Ladies Day held at 
SSAA Victoria Wodonga Branch 

in November.
Organised by the branch and assist-

ed by SSAA’s Coaching and Member-
ship Development Manager Gemma 
Dunn, the day was one of many 
designed to encourage women to take 
up the inclusive shooting sports.

“It’s always great to see people who 
might be a little nervous at the start get 
totally involved and end up having a 
great day,” Gemma said.

The international clay target repre-
sentative was among a group of 
experienced shooters including 2017 
Bianchi Cup winner Cherie Blake who 
helped the attendees learn how to 
shoot. Benches were set up with .22 
rifles for silhouette shooting but one 
of the big attractions was the new 
shotgun facility being set up at the 
Wodonga range.

Wodonga Branch President Josh 
Knight said the women loved “smash-
ing clays”.

“There’s something about a moving 
target and the instant reaction when 
you hit one,” he said.

“The new clay trap we set up was 
certainly popular from that perspective 
and we’re looking forward to building 
the shotgun disciplines, perhaps now 
with some new members.”

Also, women’s shooting advocate 
and SSAA Victoria Junior Vice Pres-
ident Marion Barnes was there as 
part of her ongoing commitment to 
women’s participation in shooting.

“What an amazing empowering day 
for the ladies who attended,” she said.

Gemma said she was thrilled to 
instruct new shooters so they were 
able to hit clay targets with a shotgun.

“The day is all about showing how 
inclusive and fun the shooting sports 
are, and we’re always thrilled by the 
response we get,” Gemma said.

“Shooting is an absolute level playing 
field, but it can be a little intimidating 
to get started because the perception 
is that it’s a male-dominated sport.

“We’ve now got another 40 women 
who see that they are just as competi-
tive as the men.”

Keep an eye out for future Try Shoot-
ing Days in Victoria.

Wodonga women get on 
target at come and try day

SSAA’s Gemma Dunn, Ellen Bateman, SSAA Victoria Junior Vice President 
Marion Barnes and Janet Kay at the Wodonga Ladies Day in November.
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The AMCC is a club that caters for people 
who have an interest in older-type fire-
arms and all associated memorabilia.
We have a group made up of very 
keen members who have an extensive 
knowledge of most firearms, books and 
cartridges. 
If you have the same hobbies then you 
must belong to a nominated collectors 
club to obtain a collector’s licence.
We are based at SSAA Springvale Range 
and meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 8pm.
For further details, contact the State Of-
fice between 9am and 5pm on 03 8892 
2777 or email Robert Lemm at secre-
tary@amccvic.com.au

Location: Marong Rifle Range (20 min-
utes west of Bendigo)
General shooting: First and third 
Sunday of each month from noon. $6 for 
members. Undercover benches, target 
frames supplied. 25m, 50m, 100m, 200m.
Safety and Family Firearms Educa-
tion (SAFFE) Program: Second Sunday 
of each month from 10am to noon. $8 
(ammunition cost). Basic training for be-
ginners of all ages. Club rifles supplied.
Competitions: Rimfire, centrefire, 
handgun and shotgun. See the quarterly 
competition calendar at ssaabendigo.
com, or contact Vic on 0438 353 425 for 
a copy.
Contact: Branch President Vic Alexan-
der, 0438 353 425
Website: ssaabendigo.com.au
Email: ssaabendigo@hotmail.com
Post: PO Box 1098   
         Bendigo, VIC 3552

The Deerstalkers Club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month and 
welcomes new hunters and guests. It is 
our suggestion to come along for a few 
meetings and see if you like the feel of 

the club before you join.
The club arranges talks on hunting and 
gear selection at its meets, and each 
year there is free hunter training for 
members.
For more information contact the State 
Ofice on (03) 8892 2777.

The Eagle Park Range caters for all disci-
plines, pistol, shotgun and rifle. 
The main range caters for all rifles, from 
air rifles to the largest calibres. The 
range is approved to 500m, for all rifle 
calibres.
Opening hours: 
Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 9am – 5pm 
Monday 9am – 5pm
Phone: 03 5283 1575
The range is home to the following 
clubs:
• 3rd Military District Shooting Sports 

Club
• Big Game Rifle Club
• Little River Raiders Single Action 
• Little River Sporting Clays
• Melbourne Benchrest Club
• Military Pistol Club/Military Rifle Club
• Practical Pistol League of Australia
• Victorian Muzzle Loaders Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette
• Arms and Militaria Collectors Club
• Metallic Rifle Silhouette Club
• Youth Training Scheme
Website: ssaavic.com.au/clubs
Schedule of events
Benchrest Practice First Saturday 

each month
Military Rifle First Sunday each 

month
Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Practice

Second Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Second Sunday 
each month

Big Game Rifle 
Club/Military Rifle

Second Sunday 
each month

Muzzle Loaders Third Saturday 
each month

Benchrest 
Competition

Third Sunday each 
month

Benchrest Practice First Saturday 
each month

Little River Raid-
ers Single Action

Third Sunday each 
month

Pistol Silhouette Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clay Shoot

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Little River Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 
- Competition

Fourth Sunday 
each month

Rifle Competition* Fourth Sunday 
each month

*Rifle competitions include Field Rifle, 
Metallic Silhouette, 3-positional and 
novelty shoots.

Eagle Park Youth Training Scheme
The training scheme teaches juniors 
firearm safety and correct shooting tech-
niques. The Eagle Park Youth Training 
Scheme meets on the third Sunday of 
the month.

To help foster and develop hunter ethics, 
hunter training and opportunity. 
The club was set up in the late 1980s 
by some enthusiastic SSAA members, to 
foster camaraderie among their fellow 
hunters. The club offers a relaxed, 
friendly and casual environment, with 
over 250 active members. Come along to 
one of our general meetings to see what 
we offer and enjoy a drink at the bar or a 
meal at Bruno’s Café. 
General meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month except 
January at the Springvale SSAA Range, 
714-716 Princes Highway from 7.30 pm.  
We strive to provide members with both 
hunting opportunities and training. There 
are plenty of opportunities for members 
to get out and hunt. As a bonus, you 
meet like-minded hunters and often form 
lifelong friendships. 
If you are looking for an active hunting 
club then look no further.
• Guest speakers from a wide range of 

organisations, governing bodies or 
training providers, keeping members 
informed about what’s happening in 
the hunting space.

• Organised hunting trips. 
Our own Feral Animal Control Program 

Bendigo  
Branch

Arms & Militaria 
Collectors Club

Eagle Park 
Range

Deer Stalkers  
Club

Field Hunters 
Club
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hunts provide a platform that offers guid-
ance and training to enhance member 
skills and safety in the field. 
On top of all of this the club has a closed  
Facebook group, just for members. This 
is a great way for members to chat and 
organise hunts among themselves, so 
you could soon find that you have too 
much hunting available and not enough 
time to fit it all in.
So what are you waiting for, expand 
your hunting horizon and come see for 
yourself.
Check us out at www.fieldhuntersclub.
org.au, where you can sign up and pay 
for your membership online.

Little River Raiders is a Single Action 
shooting club based at the SSAA Eagle 
Park Range, at Little River.  
Single Action shooting is a living history 
sport which uses the firearms of the 
American ‘Old West’.  
Participants are required to adopt a 
persona typical of the era and to dress 
accordingly, so a darned good sense of 
humour comes in handy for those who 
want to join in.  
Club competitions are held on the third 
Sunday of every month.  We shoot coach 
guns (side-by-side shotguns), pistols, 
lever- and pump-action rifles.  
Black powder – cartridge and percussion 
pistol – is also a recognised category of 
Single Action. Our black powder shoot-
ers add to the atmosphere with lots of 
smoke and noise to entertain all.  
Shooter categories are established to 
cater for all age groups, both sexes, and 
different skill mixes.
We also have long-range rifle competi-
tions where speed is not as important as 
accuracy.  
These events use single shot, lever- and 
pump-action rifles ranging from .22 to 
big bore buffalo rifles.  
All matches are run under the rules of 
the Single Action Shooting Society.  
Our shooting stages (scenarios) are 
based on the ‘Old West’ – incidents out 
of history, our translation of classic West-
ern movies or the old TV series.  
Visitors are welcome to come along to 
any of our competitions and, if they like, 
they may try their hand at Single Action 

shooting under instruction.  
The only thing you need is a desire to 
enjoy yourself and have fun with people 
dressed in cowboy gear, using period 
firearms or faithful replicas.  
For further information please look us 
up at www.littleriverraiders.com.au or 
contact the Secretary Buck Silverton on 
0423 052 942.

Little River Sporting Clays is a sub-club 
of SSAA based at Eagle Park, Gifkins Rd, 
Little River. 
We aim to provide a wide variety of clay 
targets using our amazing terrain to pro-
vide shooters with a great experience. 
All levels of shooters are welcome, with 
many seasoned hands available to pro-
vide direction and advice. 
We encourage our shooters to join our 
club and become involved in setting up 
the grounds. 
Please give us a call or send an email. 
Our competition days are the fourth 
Sunday of each month, with nomina-
tions opening at 9.30am and closing at 
10.30am. 
All shoots at LRSC are open to all 
shooters.
Contact: Robert Matuch (treasurer)
0439 717 183, robmat6@bigpond.com 
Vicky Winship, vickywinship@bigpond.
com

2019 Calendar

JAN 27 100-Target SCA State  
Selection Shoot - Sporting

FEB 24 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
MAR 24 100-Target Shoot- Sporting 

Ken Newman Memorial
APR 28 100-Target Shoot-Sporting
MAY 26 100-Target SCA State 

Selection Shoot - Sporting
JUN 23 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
JUL 28 100-Target Shoot - Sporting

AUG 25 100-Target Shoot - Sporting
SEP 22 100-Target Shoot
OCT 27 Vince Panetta 100-Target 

Shoot - Sporting
NOV 24 100-Target SCA State 

Selection Shoot - Sporting
DEC 8 80-Target Xmas shoot 

- Sporting

Melbourne Benchrest Club’s (MBC) objec-
tive is the development and encourage-
ment of benchrest competition to achieve 
extreme accuracy in firearms, ammuni-
tion, equipment and shooting methods. 
Shooters interested in developing their 
accuracy and precision by shooting from 
a benchrest are welcome to come and 
participate or contact us for further 
information.
MBC is a sub-club of SSAA Victoria, 
based at the Eagle Park SSAA range. We 
hold monthly club shoots starting at 9am 
(arrive by 8.15am) on the third Sunday 
of each month at Main Range Two. The 
range has a roofed firing line with 25 
permanent concrete benches.
Buying a custom-built rifle can be a big 
commitment, so shooters with “off the 
shelf” hunting or tactical rifles are wel-
come to come with them to one of the 
monthly competitions and try benchrest. 
If you’re interested in this type of 
shooting, feel free to come and join in 
or contact us for further information. 
The monthly shoots are as much a 
friendly, social get-together as they are 
competitive.
Benchrest guns are typically pur-
pose-built to suit the individual shooter 
and are single-shot centrefire guns, sup-
ported by front and rear rests. With this 
set up, benchrest guns return to point of 
aim and can be fired rapidly, if necessary, 
to take advantage of a prevailing wind 
condition. 
The effect of wind is very noticeable 
when trying to shoot small groups, so 
wind indicator flags are used to show 
the direction and speed of the wind. 
Benchrest shooters enjoy experimenting 
with reloading and shooting accurate 
calibres, such as the light recoiling 6BR 
and improved versions of this cartridge 
like the 6mm Dasher, BRX and BR Ackley 
Improved.
Competition events throughout the year 
are 500m Fly, 300yd Mozzie, 200yd Rim-
fire and 100 and 200yd Centrefire.
The 300yd Mozzie is the most popular 
event on the MBC calendar and is a 
scaled down version of the 500m Fly. The 
competition involves each competitor fir-
ing five shots at five targets, with scoring 
based on both group size and score.
This tests the skills of the shooter in 

Little River 
Sporting Clays

Little River 
Raiders

Melbourne 
Benchrest Club
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developing an accurate load for their rifle 
(group size) and also being able to read 
the wind to get their shots in the 10 ring 
(score). 
The Mozzie is the motif in the centre of 
the 10 ring and an extra point is awarded 
for each hit on it.
Short-range benchrest – 100 & 200yd 
group competition – is the historical basis 
of benchrest; however, with advances in 
equipment, particularly optics, the longer 
distances of 300yd and 500m have be-
come increasingly popular at MBC.
MBC members also participate in 500m 
Fly matches held at SSAA interstate 
ranges in ACT, NSW and Queensland 
throughout the year. 
The 500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire fly are 
recognised as SSAA National disciplines, 
and these two events comprise the annu-
al Fly Nationals, which are held by each 
State in turn.
The 500m Fly and 200yd Rimfire are shot 
and scored as described above for the 
300yd Mozzie but with a fly motif replac-
ing the mozzie.
The annual MBC membership fee is $50. 
At each attended shoot there is a $15 
range entry fee ($20 for non-MBC mem-
bers) and a MBC target fee $5 to $10, 
depending on the day’s competition.
Contact: MBC secretary Nick Aagren, 
0408 551 575
Email: nick.aagren@gmail.com
Facebook: Melbourne Benchrest Club.

We are dedicated to the safe, competi-
tive use of military firearms. Friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere. Competitions are 
held at the SSAA Little River Range on the 
first and second Sundays of the month.
The first Sunday (9am start) of the month 
events include the main event, a 3-posi-
tional competition over 100m, 200m and 
300m, plus the specialty event, which 
includes rapid-fire and focuses  on a 
different rifle/theme each month.
Various long-range events at 500m are 
held during the year with  standard ser-
vice (iron sights) and scoped rifles eligible 
to enter. 
The second Sunday of the month (11:30 
am start) main event is the 3P Trainer 
Competition on a mini 3P target over 50m, 
75m and 100m, using military trainer rifles 
(.22 and 310 cadet). 

The MRC State Titles are held in April at 
the Dookie Agricultural College. Club rifles 
are available for competition and practice, 
and the opportunity to  practice and sight 
in your own rifles is possible on either of 
the two Sundays.
Other special events are held in part-
nership with several VRA clubs and 
Military Rifle Clubs in Victoria. The club’s 
General Meeting for all members is held 
at the SSAA Springvale Range on the 
fourth Thursday of every second month 
at 8pmAnnual membership is $45 for 
adults and $15 for juniors (12 to 17 years 
inclusive)
Website: www.vicmrc.com
Email: milrifle@vicmrc.com

Practical Pistol League of Australia (PPLA) 
was formed in about 1976/77 because of 
the surge in interest in IPSC.
The PPLA was the second IPSC club 
formed in Australia and the first in Victo-
ria. The aim was, and still is, to expand 
the interest in the shooting discipline 
of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation or IPSC. This action pistol 
sport epitomises the safe use of pistols in 
the sporting arena. 
IPSC, as the name indicates, is an Inter-
national sport followed by literally thou-
sands of competitors in just about every 
nation on the planet. IPSC only uses full 
power handguns of .38 or 9mm calibre, 
including all their variants.
The PPLA runs monthly competitions on 
the third Sunday of each month at Eagle 
Park and has built an enviable array of 
pistol ranges to ensure that IPSC shoot-
ing is shown at its best in Australia. 
In fact, the range complex area built by 
the PPLA for IPSC is amongst only a few 
within Australia that can truly host and 
International level IPSC competition. 
PPLA has produced some of the finest 
IPSC competitors and International 
Range Officers within the world of IPSC.
PPLA has its own website and produces 
newsletters at various times throughout 
the year to keep members informed and 
plays a large part in the running of IPSC 
at a State, National and International 
level with various members holding 
positions at these levels. PPLA also has 
government accredited testers to exam-

ine new members to ensure that they are 
properly trained in the safe use and care 
of firearms.  
The club annual fees are varied and huge 
discounts are offered to families who 
wish to join, and as we are an IPSC only 
club, each member is required to join 
IPSC.  Prospective members should visit 
our web page to see how they can join in 
this exciting handgun shooting sport.
The club is a sub-club of the SSAA and 
membership of that organisation is 
mandatory.
Our ranges are situated at the SSAA Ea-
gle Park Range facility in Little River, an 
easy 40 minutes from Melbourne.
PPLA can be contacted either at our 
website, www.ppla.org.au or directly to 
Bill Campbell on 0412 855 266. Feel free 
to visit our range to discuss your interest 
on the first Sunday of each month from 
around 9.30am.

The SSPC is a friendly and social hand-
gun shooting club with over 400 mem-
bers. It runs primarily from the SSAA 
Springvale Range. 
Competitions and practices are held on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 6pm-8pm, Saturdays from 10am and 
Sundays from noon. 
A variety of competitions are shot, in-
cluding ISSF style sport pistol, centrefire 
and classic pistol at 25m, 25m and 50m, 
service match, IPSC and metallic silhou-
ette (at Eagle Park range). 
Our website contains a full calendar of 
competitions and range times.
Introduction to Handguns course
New members are welcome. We run reg-
ular Introduction to Handguns courses 
which will teach you the basics of hand-
gun safety and shooting fundamentals as 
well as provide an introduction to joining 
the club.
The course consists of 30 minutes of the-
ory followed by 60 minutes on the range 
firing a variety of club handguns.
The course costs $130 and includes 
range entry and ammunition. Bookings 
for the course are taken online at our 
website or at the front desk at Springvale 
Range.
Completing the introduction course is the 
first step in joining our club.
Club fees consist of a $400 joining fee 

Military Rifle 
Club

Practical Pistol 
League of Australia

Sporting Shooters 
Pistol Club
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and thereafter a $200 membership fee 
due at the end of April of each year. 
Range entry fees are separate and paid 
directly to the SSAA, however yearly 
range entry passes are available from 
our club. 
Website: www.sspc.org.au
Contact: info@sspc.org.au

The Springvale Pistol Club (SPC) was 
formed on June 17, 2004 to provide:

• Affiliation with the peak bodies 
in Victoria and Australia for na-
tional and international handgun 
competitions.

• Instruction, coaching and training for 
competition-oriented shooters 

• A home base at the SSAA Springvale 
Range Complex.

The SPC has approximately 40 members, 
many of whom actively train for and 
shoot competitions at local, state and 
interstate events. Shooting is a sport 
that does not present a barrier to anyone 
who wishes to get involved - neither age, 
physical ability nor gender are barriers to 
enjoying the sport of pistol shooting. 
It does require a high degree of self-dis-
cipline, attention to detail and willingness 
to learn if you are to progress to high 
levels of performance, but it is also a 
great pastime for those who have less 
time to practice.
The SSAA Springvale Range Complex has 
many facilities for the use of members. 
Those who wish to learn the disciplines 
of target shooting and how to shoot 
them well are welcome to join our grow-
ing membership. SPC shoots on Wednes-
day nights.
Email:  secretary@springvalepc.org 
Website: www.springvalepc.org

For women who love to combine shoot-
ing and socialising.
We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at SSAA Victoria 
Springvale Range at 7pm sharp.
We shoot multi-disciplines which may 
include 3P, Field Rifle, Practical Rifle, 

Sports rifle, Air Rifle, Feral Targets, 
Stuff-We-Make-Up-As-We-Go. 
No membership fees, just a $5 target fee 
payable at each shoot. 
Need more information? Email Jenny, 
dejen@jeheda.com or Katie Ktgrl0111@
hotmail.com.
If your preference is a phone call, talk to 
our Club Coach Bill, 0408 323 060.

The Springvale Shooting Range is open 
every day of the week. The facility, which 
includes a licensed bar, lounge, and 
restaurant, allows patrons to shoot: .22 
rifles only at 50m (no magnums); and 
has 25-50m pistol ranges and a 10m air 
rifle range.
The range hosts a number of competi-
tions throughout the week, as well as ca-
tering for corporate and group shooting 
activities, such as Scout groups, birthday 
parties and community activities. 
The 50m, .22 main range is available 
to the public and members. Unlicensed 
shooters are welcome to come down and 
use the facility under the guidance of 
experienced range officers/instructors. 
Loan firearms are available at the range.
Trading hours Mon-Wed: 5pm to 9pm, 
Thu-Fri: 3pm to 9pm, Sat: 10am to 6pm, 
Sun: 10am to 5pm. 
Phone: 9547 0007 during trading hours
Email: springvale@ssaavic.com.au   

Want to have some fun? Relive the 
excitement of bygone days by shooting 
black powder firearms –a truly engross-
ing and satisfying sport – with the Victo-
rian Muzzle Loading Club (VMLC).
New members and visitors are always 
welcome to attend the VMLC monthly 
shoots at the SSAA Eagle Park Shooting 
Complex, located near Little River, on 
the third Saturday of every month. Even 
if you don’t own any muzzle loading or 
black powder firearms, knowledgeable 
and generous VMLC members are always 
eager to give you a few shots. In addi-
tion, supervision and support is given 
to all novice muzzle loading and black 
powder shooters.

Competitions are organised for all black 
powder firearms, including handguns, 
cowboy single-action rifles, black powder 
cartridge rifles, shotguns, and cannons.
In November, many members camp at 
Eagle Park for the two-day State Champi-
onships, where lots of black powder and 
lead is expended during the day. At night 
everyone relaxes with a free barbecue, 
exchanging black powder stories and 
generally having a good time.
For additional information, contact the 
VMLC President Jim Morraitis on 03 
9401 1955 during business hours. Visit 
the VMLC website at www.vmlc.com.au; 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Victori-
anMuzzleLoadingClub; Twitter search for 
vmlc3; or Pinterest search for Victorian 
Muzzle Loading Club.

Standing calendar – rifle range(s)
First Sunday  – NO SHOOTING ON 
SSAA RIFLE RANGE(S)
First Saturday 
• 1pm-3pm Training programs and 

group bookings 
Second Sunday 
• 11am Hunter Class Rimfire Benchrest 

.22 LR
• Noon .22 rimfire 100m Fly shoot
• 1pm .22 LR rimfire Metallic 

Silhouette
Third Saturday
• 1.30pm Handgun Club Metallic 

Silhouette
Third Sunday
• 10.45am Lever-Action 25 rounds any 

L/A rifle, inc scopes
Fourth Saturday
• 10.15am-noon Handgun Club  

Metallic Silhouette
Fourth Sunday 
• 10.45am 300m Fly Shoot any firearm
• 12.30pm 200m fox shoot
Fifth Sunday
• 10am-4pm general shooting 
Wednesday 10am-noon
Zeroing of hunting rifles and gener-
al shooting practice is welcome on all 
scheduled competition days.

Wodonga Range Fees
Day range pass:

Springvale  
Pistol Club SSAA Springvale 

Range

Springvale 
Women’s Group

Victorian Muzzle 
Loading Club

Wodonga 
Branch
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SSAA members
Adult $10
Pensioner $5
Junior Free
Non members
Adult $20
Pensioner $15
Junior Free

Other fees:
Target Frame Hire $5

Targets $1 each
Competition Fee $5
Range passes   
(SSAA members 
only)
Annual range 
passes

$75 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Annual range 
passes (pensioner)

$45 
Jul 1 to Jun 30

Our contact details
Contact us: President – Josh Knight - 
jaek1@me.com or Mb 0488 970 293 

SSAA Wodonga Handgun Club (WHGC) 
was formed in 1995 as a sub-club of 
SSAA Wodonga V06 rifle range, sharing 
the 200m- and 300m-range facilities with 
30 members. 
In 2001 WHGC moved to its new location 
to the west of the SSAA Wodonga V06 
ranges. It now has 150 members and is 
steadily growing. The club’s facilities host 
Metallic Silhouette, ISSF, Service Match, 
NRA 900 Match (Bullseye), Action Match, 
IPSC and Steel Challenge.
Upon arrival

• All visitors and members must sign 
in on arrival.

• Daily range fees $10.
• All visitors to report to duty range 

officer(s) after signing in.
• Please ensure your vehicle is 

locked when unattended.
Upcoming major events
• 4-7 October, 2018. IPSC State  

Selection Match #3
• 9-11 November, 2018. SSAA Steel 

Challenge National Titles. Visit www.
wodongahandgunclub.org.au for 
information and entry.

Standing monthly calendar
First Saturday             

• 10.30am Bullseye (900 Match)
• 12.30pm Service Pistol 
• 1pm Action Match (Practical)

First Sunday
• 11.30am to 1pm Black-powder/Air 

Pistol/25m
Second Saturday 

• 1pm Centrefire/25m
• 1pm Action Match (Falling Plates)

Second Sunday 
• 9.30am IPSC – (Level 1)

Third Saturday
• 10.15am Centrefire 25m
• 1.30pm Metallic Silhouettes – Big 

Bore (300m Range)
• 1pm Action Match (Barricades)

Fourth Saturday
• 10am Introduction Course (Must 

Pre-Book) 
• 10.15am to noon Metallic Silhou-

ettes Field and Rimfire (300m 
Range)

• 10.15am Standard Pistol 
• 1pm Steel Challenge – Club Level

Fifth Saturday month
• 10.30am Practice
• 11.30am International Rapid Fire

Range is open some Wednesdays from 
noon to 3pm. Email the secretary for 
details.
See our website for more information 
www.wodongahandgunclub.org.au
Our contact details
President Sam Trabant, corowaTV@
westnet.com.au or Secretary Ruth on 
secretary@wodongahandgunclub.org.au. 
Mail: PO Box 715, Wodonga Vic 3689.

2018 WGAA Calendar (Mar-Jun)
March
3 Sunday: Duck Opening Practice Day
(Riddells Creek)
16 Saturday: Victorian Duck Opening
31 Sunday: Non-Indigenous Game Bird
(NIGB) Trial (Clarkefield)
April
6 Saturday: Victorian Quail Opening
14 Sunday: Training Day
19-22 Easter: No events
25 Anzac Day: Pointer & Setter (all point-
ing breeds) Field Trial
May
19 Sunday: Training Day (Clarkefield)
25 & 26: Pointer and Setter Field Trial
(Location TBC)
Monthly Training Days
As the weather has now cooled down we 
are back training at Clarkefield. The club 
has an extensive range of training equip-
ment which includes several electronic 
throwers, retrieving dummies, stake-out 
chains and release traps.
As usual, kick off is at 9am with a BBQ 
and raffle at midday.
Anyone with a gundog is welcome. 
Training days are held on the third Sun-
day of the month. 
Any queries please contact our Training 
Officer, Kevin Phelps – 0407 091 221.
Trial Season
The Pointer & Setter hunting and field 
trial season is now well under way.
Retrieving trials will be held later on in 
August and September.
Memberships
Membership fee is $30 and dog registra-
tions are $10
WGAA is on Facebook.
Website: wgaa.com.au.

Wodonga  
Handgun Club

Working Gundog 
Association
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For more information contact the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia Victoria.

Phone: 03 8892 2777
ssaavic.com.au

PROTECT YOUR VISION 
AND HEARING

Ear protection is mandatory for everyone on SSAA Victoria ranges. 
Eye protection is recommended for all shooters and mandatory for 
                      juniors (under 18) on all centrefire and rimfire ranges.
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Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate 
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying 
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you 
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.

Hunting’s future 
depends on you

As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect the hunt 
• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Lead by example

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them

• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Only enter private property with permission

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

Respect the laws 
• Take time to know the laws and act within them

at all times 

• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting

• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au

Respect animals 
• Only take what you can use

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment 
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)

with you

• Bury or remove animal remains

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Keep campfires safe

• Leave your campsite clean

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect other hunters 
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping

in the same area as other people

• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field

• Share your knowledge and skills with others

Australian

Deer 
Association

RAYTRADE PTY LTD


