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firearms, tools and camp equipment
of the period and try to replicate
them.
Another popular theme is ‘military
units’. The choice is enormous and
ranges from the Highland Scottish
Regiments to Colonial Volunteers.
The aim is the same as for the gold
diggers: to dress, equip and camp
as the soldiers might have done. An
added effort is made to learn the
rifle drill of the time and troops in
question.

competitions, and we try to make
our competitions based on how each
firearm would have originally been
used and also about having fun.”
Part of the fun of the muzzle-loading
discipline are the re-enactment
events. The noise, smell of the powder,
antique firearms and costunes all
combine to create a very entertaining
experience.
Rendezvous
events
and military re-enactments aim to
replicate, as closely as possible, the
dress and equipment of the period of
interest. Thus, a person interested in
Australian gold rush days will study
images and information on the dress,

Since the common angle of approach
to re-enactment is firearms, it
is to be expected that shooting
competitions are a prominent part
of Rendezvous and military reenactments. As such, the firearms
range from matchlock and flintlock
muskets to civilian percussion rifles
and shotguns and the targets range
from standard 50m paper targets
to metal gongs. The unifying factor
that modern participants love is the
smell of burnt powder carried on the
breeze. Despite the enthusiasm and
colourful activities of muzzle-loading
re-enactors, most shooting is still
conducted at the shooting range and
here, the muzzle loading shooters
are as seriously competitive as in
any other shooting discipline.
Percussion,
flintlock,
matchlock
and firelocks are the four types of
ignition used to fire a muzzle-loading
firearm. Historically, this takes us
from the earliest practical handheld firearms up to when smokeless
powders replaced black powder. This
covers the period from the mid-12th

century to 1886 when the French
introduced the Lebel rifle using an
8mm bottle-neck cartridge loaded
with smokeless powder.
“These events are a lot of fun,” says
Jim. “We also run regular club events
that include organised competitions
on the third Saturday of every month,
as well as handgun practice on the
second Saturday at Eagle Park.”
The reason that VLMC can run
handgun practice, is due to them
being an approved handgun target
shooting club. For enthusiasts
that want to go further, there are
national and international events and
competitions.
“It has been several years since a
VMLC member has attended either
of these, but at one time three to
five members would attend national
events, and at least one member
attended the MLAIC international
event,” says Jim.
Classes
Muzzle loading events are divided
into several classes. Each class of
rifle is shot from the offhand, crosssticks/prone and benchrest positions,
but there are also events shot in the
kneeling or sitting positions.
Class 1
Class 1 (Military) comprises original
and replica rifles and revolvers issued
to troops. The .577” Enfields and .58”
Zouave rifled muskets shooting Minié
balls and the Colt and Remington cap
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Hunting’s future
depends on you
Hunting is an important cultural pastime in Victoria. Tens of thousands of Victorian, interstate
and overseas game hunters generate thousands of jobs and contribute hundreds of millions of
dollars to the State economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. When you are enjoying
Victoria’s great hunting opportunities, be mindful that the future of hunting depends on how you
conduct yourself as a hunter. Every hunter should be an ambassador for the recreation.
As a responsible hunter, you should always:

Respect animals

Respect the hunt

• Only take what you can use

• Hunt safely and abide by the Firearms Safety Code

• Make optimal use of harvested quarry (have a
minimum/no waste approach)

• Lead by example

• Shoot only when you can retrieve your quarry

• Always hunt within the law and report illegal behaviour

• Shoot only when a humane result is possible

• Uphold the highest ethical standards

• Use the right equipment to effectively and humanely
hunt animals

• Promote and praise good behaviour

• Look after your hunting dogs

Respect the environment
• Take all your litter (including empty cartridges)
with you
• Bury or remove animal remains

• Respect our cultural heritage

• Know your skill limits and hunt within them
• Improve and maintain your skills through practice
and/or joining a club

Respect non-hunters
• Help others and be courteous

• Drive only on designated tracks

• Thoughtfully carry hunting equipment and harvested
quarry (e.g. cover quarry during transit)

• Keep campfires safe

• Respect the opinions of non-hunters

• Leave your campsite clean

• Only enter private property with permission

• Protect our wetlands and waterways (e.g. don’t
leave animal remains in or near waterways)

• Share the harvest with a non-hunter and promote
the culinary/sustainability benefits of hunting

• Take part in efforts to protect and restore
wildlife habitats

Respect the laws

Respect other hunters
• Be respectful and courteous if hunting or camping
in the same area as other people
• Be safe and abide by the law so everyone is on a
level playing field
• Share your knowledge and skills with others

• Take time to know the laws and act within them
at all times
• Work with Authorised Officers; they are there to help
you and ensure safe, sustainable, humane
and equitable hunting
• Don’t tolerate illegal behaviour - report suspected
offenders on 136 186.

For more information visit www.gma.vic.gov.au
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