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The Lee Enfield LE .303 is a bolt 
action, magazine-fed repeating rifle 
that was used extensively by British 
and Commonwealth forces from 1895 
to 1957. Serving as the British Army’s 
standard rifle it has achieved legendary 
status and has been adapted and 
modified to suit many roles, including 
becoming one of the most proficient 
sniper rifles ever used. It’s an iconic 
firearm. So who better to speak to 
about this legendary rifle than Peter 
Maher, Vice President, Lee Enfield Rifle 
Association of Australia (LERAA) ... 

Need

The first of the Lee Enfields were 
designed off the earlier Lee-Metford 
black power rifle. It was a combination of 
James Paris Lee’s rear locking bolt and 
the barrel design and rifling designed 
by William Ellis Metford. There were 
two versions designed, one for infantry 
including a 30.2-inch barrel and one for 
the cavalry consisting of a 20.57-inch 
barrel.

As the British entered the Boer war in 
the last years of the 19th century, they 
encountered what would become modern 
warfare. At the time, the British were 
using a combination of rifles that included 
the Lee-Metford, long Lee rifles and 
Lee carbines for their intended specific 
purpose. One great lesson the British 
army took from the war was the idea that 
they did not need to have different rifles 
for infantry (30.2-inch rifle) and cavalry 

(20.57-inch carbine rifle). It was for this 
reason that the British army decided 
to investigate the development of the 
shorter rifle that could be utilised by all 
troops.  

By 1902 the development of the first 
1055 experimental Short Magazine Lee 
Enfield (SMLE) rifles were completed 
in two different variants. There was an 
A pattern and B Pattern. Each of the 
rifles had a reduced barrel length to 
25.2-inches from 30.2 resulting in only a 
40 feet per second loss in velocity and 
a reduction of 750 grams in weight. It 
was also only 250 grams heavier than 
the carbine used by the cavalry, with 
5 additional inches of barrel making it 
more accurate than the current cavalry 
carbine. The only difference between the 
two patterns was the sights and hand-
guard. The A pattern had a front mounted 
tangent sight with the rear sight protector 
mounted behind the sight. The B pattern 
had a rear-mounted ladder sight with the 
sight protectors in front of the sights. It 
would be the Pattern A sights that would 
ultimately become the favourite sight for 
the release of the issued 1904 SMLE.

Development

The development of the Lee Enfield 
began with trials in 1879 with the bolt-
action magazine rifle. Later in 1888 the 
Magazine Rifle Mark I was introduced 
as the Magazine Lee-Metford (MLM). It 
later became the MLM Mk I* in 1892, the 
MLM Mk II in 1893, and the MLM Mk II* 

in 1895. Later that year changes were 
made to the rifling (from round Metford 
rifling to the improved square Enfield 
pattern) and sights, with the introduction 
of smokeless gunpowder (cordite). It 
would become the first Lee-Enfield 
Magazine Rifle Mark 1 (MLE).

After the Boer war the British army 
decided to explore the idea of a shorter 
more versatile rifle and the trials of 
the SMLE began in 1901. By 1902 the 
production of the rifle began and from 
1903 to 1906 many MLE rifles were 
converted into the shorter SMLE.

In 1907 a number of modifications 
including simplified rear sight 
arrangement, a fixed charger guide, 
improved hand guards, magazine and 
chamber (to handle the new Mk VII 
High Velocity ammo) led to the birth of 
MKIII. In 1915 the MK III* was introduced 
with more improvements and a simpler 
design to help reduce costs and increase 
production during the WW1. In all, the 
rifle took on many different developments 
and changes throughout its production 
spanning 61 years from 1895 through to 
the last production date of 1956 from the 
Lithgow Small Arms Factory in Australia.

Challenges

One of the biggest challenges for the 
designers was the idea that a common 
rifle could be used and designed for 
both cavalry and infantry troops. The 
challenge was to maintain long rifle 
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accuracy and muzzle velocity, but also 
produce a light and more accurate rifle 
for the cavalry, all the while keeping the 
repeating magazine fed .303 rounds. 
Although the design was not perfect 
for both, the No1 managed to meet 
everyone in the middle.

The magazine cut-off:
The magazine cut-off was a detail and 
feature that consistently came and went 
on several different variants. It originally 
appeared in the pre-SMLE rifles such 
as the MLM and the MLE. It allowed 
the rifleman to single feed the rifle while 
having 10 rounds in reserve. As the 
new designs and concepts were being 
developed the British Navy insisted that 
the cut off remain on the rifles. 

After 1909, the magazine cut-off was 
predominantly used to unload the rifle 
when in the ready state. However it was 
an expensive and time consuming part 
to be added to the rifle and the designers 
(especially during War production) would 
consistently question the need for such a 
feature that was not necessarily needed 
in modern warfare.

Numbers

After many years of modifications and 
improvements, the MKIII and MKIII* 
become the most dominate models 
produced. This was mainly due to 
the beginning of the great world war. 
Although they had concerns, the British 
did not have the time or financial 
ability to mass produce and refine the 
experimental P13 and P14 rifles. So the 
decision was made to mass-produce 
the MK111. At the start of the war the 
British had in inventory of approximately 
750,000 rifles with not all rifles yet 
converted to MK VII ammunition (HV). At 
the time the British were producing 8000 
rifles a month with the development of 
the war the production of the MKIII was 
increased to 11000 a month to keep up 
to the significant demand on hardware. 
To help in the process, a number of 
modifications were made to make the 
rifle lighter and to quicken production 
time. This involved the removal of the 
magazine cut off (in England), the 
windage adjustment on the rear sight, the 
volley sights, milling was reduced to save 
time and the unit stock disc would be no 
longer in the butt stock. This simpler to 
make variant would become known as 
the SMLE MKIII*. The No 1 MKIII* would 
be produced from 1906 right through 
to 1956 with a total of 12.5 million units 
produced.

Variants

Throughout the history of the Lee 
Enfield rifles there were many different 
modifications, adjustments and 
improvements from the various factories. 
In all there are 14 main variants from the 
MLE through to the SMLE No 1 MKIII*. 
There are a number of experimental rifles 
and many more were produced after this 
time, however that can be another article.

• Magazine Lee–Enfield (MLE), 
 .303, introduced 1895.[117]
• Lee–Enfield Cavalry Carbine Mk 
 I (LEC), .303, introduced 1896.
 [118]
• Magazine Lee–Enfield Mk I*, 
 .303, introduced 1899.[119]
• Lee–Enfield Cavalry Carbine Mk 
 I*, .303, introduced 1899.[118]
• New Zealand Carbine, .303
• Royal Irish Constabulary 
 Carbine, .303
• Short Magazine Lee–Enfield Mk 
 I (SMLE), .303, introduced 
 1904.
• Short Magazine Lee–Enfield Mk 
 II, .303, introduced 1906.
• Charger Loading Lee–Enfield 
 (CLLE), .303, introduced 1906.
• No. 1 Short Magazine Lee–
 Enfield Mk III, .303, introduced 
 1907.
• No. 1 Short Magazine Lee–
 Enfield Mk III*, .303, introduced 
 1915.
• No. 1 Short Magazine Lee–
 Enfield Mk III* (HT), .303, 
 “Heavy Barrel, Telescopic Sight” 
 Australian sniper rifle.
• No. 1 Short Magazine Lee–
 Enfield Mk V, .303, introduced 
 1922.
• No. 1 Short Magazine Lee–
 Enfield Mk VI, .303, introduced 
 1930.

Flaws/ Ease of Use

The early designs of the Lee Enfield 
presented several challenges for the 
user. 

To start with, the design of the magazine 
and the charger clips made quick loading 
almost impossible. The spring used in 
the early magazine design was too stiff 
and ridged, meaning that pushing each 
of the 5 rounds in through the narrow 
receiver was difficult. This was later 
changed in the No 1 MKII. A charging 
bridge was added with a significant notch 
taken out of the left side of the receiver to 

prevent the shooter jamming a thumb or 
nail. The magazine was made deeper at 
the front and the spring changed to make 
loading using charger clips easier.

It was not uncommon for the early 
variants on the rifle to seize up in the 
field due to dirt and grit in the receiver. 
This was fixed by reducing the diameter 
of the bolt.

One of the most significant issues for 
some troops was the difficulty of using 
the rifle left-handed. It was often the case 
of soldiers conforming to the rifle and 
making do. 

The early design SMLE rifles had a 
number of small design issues that were 
consistently modified and altered through 
the development of the rifle. These 
included:

• The rear sight protectors. In the early 
pattern rifles the rear sight protectors 
were mounted behind the rear sight and 
attached to the rear hand guard. They 
were not very rigid and would move 
around or fall off when the rifle was 
dropped. This was changed in the MKIII 
by attaching the rear sight protector to 
the bottom hand guard under the barrel.

• The front sight protector. In the early 
pattern A and B rifles the front nose 
cap had a complete covered front sight 
protector. This was removed to increase 
light into and make for better viability 
when using the rifle. It was not until the 
MKIII that the gap between the ears on 
the front sight was widened to increase 
light.

• Charger loader. The early model SMLE 
had a moving charger loader. The left 
sight of the charger was milled out of 
the receiver, while the right side was 
attached the bolt and moved with the 
cycling of the bolt. This caused problems 
due to the significant wear and tear it 
would receive. This was changed to a 
fixed charger bridge in the MKIII that was 
attached to either side of the receiver 

Built to last - a restored LE .303
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producing greater rigidity in the split 
bridge receiver.  

There were a number of key concerns 
that continued to crop up from its initial 
testing right through to continued service 
use during World War 2. The main 
concern was the thinner barrel and how it 
would affect accuracy.

The British were firmly convinced in the 
early days of the rifle that a thinner barrel 
was the way to go in saving weight. To 
overcome inaccuracy the designers 
developed the inner barrel band to 
centre the barrel. Another concern in 
the early days was the shortening of the 
barrel and a loss of 40 FPS in velocity. 
This was overcome by developing 
progressive depth rifling and progressive 
depth boring. This was found to produce 
inaccuracies, as the rifling would widen 
over time. In 1917 the rifling was 
changed and ran parallel with the bore, 
however the progressive depth boring 
would stay for a number of years.

Success

The SMLE rifle is ultimately a legendary 
rifle of the great wars and the decision 
to mass produce a universal short rifle 
ultimately led to simplified and faster 
production processes. However, the 
serviceability of the SMLE is why it was 
a success for allied troops in battle. 
After decades of consistent modification 
and refinement the rifle (although not 
perfect), was very well suited to trench 
and open warfare. The bolt’s short throw 
and slick action made it fast and easy 
to load with the rear locking piece being 
very resistant to dirt and grit, meaning 
the action would very rarely lock up. It 
had a 10-round magazine (even 20 at 
one stage in the war) capable of sending 
more lead down range. Overall, the 
SMLE had become a highly durable, 
quick to manufacture rifle perfect 
for supplying troops in unthinkable 
situations. 

Shooting With the LE .303

The SMLE rifle is something that 
was always in my home as a child, 
there behind a door, on the coffee 
table or in the corner of the kitchen. It 
was the rifle we were never to touch 
without permission, and we never did. 
Occasionally I’d get to handle this beast, 

always under instruction. It had belonged 
to my mother’s father. No other words 
were spoken about it ever.

Every time I take up the SMLE I get the 
same feeling. It’s that feeling of holding 
something substantial, not a fragile 
hunting rifle with a scope to protect and 
not bump. No, this is the SMLE rifle. It 
sits heavy in the hand, a solid chunk of 
timber and steel. The bolt flicks easily 
open and closes with a learned slick 
action. The rifle goes to the shoulder 
and aligns to the eye like an expensive 
shotgun. It’s a natural rifle for a natural 
shooter, designed and modified over 
years of field and battlefield use, refined 
to one task.

The awesome .303 British round 
demands the respect of the shooter. 
Placed firmly to the shoulder and with 
little margin for error, you choose your 
target and need to be sure, then let her 
go. Effective and accurate at 100 yards 
and 1000 yards, it’s no wonder the SMLE 
is still in service around the world and 
still holds it’s own in the target rifle game 
and is still beating rifles half it’s age in 
competition.

I have - like many people - handled 
and used a great many rifles for target 
shooting, hunting and for comparison. 
I have yet to find an all-rounder 
anywhere close to the SMLE. The rifle’s 
ergonomics are ideal. The action is 
smooth and as fast as a learned hand 
can operate it. I may be biased but there 
is no finer rifle as an all-rounder available 
on earth.

Lee Enfield Rifle Association of 
Australia

The Lee Enfield Rifle Association of 
Australia (LERAA) is a group of like-
minded individuals whose primary goal 
is the development and growth of the 
sport of shooting in Australia. Through 
openness and camaraderie, LERAA 
promotes a safe environment where 
members can share knowledge and their 
love of the sport. This environment as 
it happens also encourages friendship, 
which in turn produces a family-friendly 
atmosphere that can be seen by the 
many multi-generational families that 
attend each shoot. LERAA is more 
than a club, it is a family and a place to 
recharge the batteries and reconnect 

with your soul. 

LERAA became official in mid-2017 
with the first shoot held on the 17th of 
June in one of Australia’s iconic bush 
ranges at Hill End. At present LERAA 
have 76 official members worldwide 
with an average of 30 competitive 
shooters traveling from NSW, VIC and 
the ACT for every event. The Facebook 
page has 1370 members from around 
the world adding interesting stories, 
sharing knowledge and stories about the 
legendary 303.

LERAA aims to cover as many different 
events as possible throughout the 
calendar year. However, there is one 
event that is the main event at every 
weekend. The Tag Event. This event is 
the ultimate source of cheerful banter 
and ultimate rifle skills. The Tag event is 
dedicated to a battle throughout the great 
wars. It is a 200-yard Historic Service 
Rifle Shoot for Enfield Rifles. 

For more information abut the Lee 
Enfield .303 or LERAA, please visit www.
leraa.com

One of the best battle rifles ever made
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By Jeff Atkinson - Carlton Community 
History Group Newsletter, Issue No. 18 

In the nineteenth century, Carlton had 
its own troop of soldiers, the Carlton 
Rifle Company. It was one of many such 
companies of unpaid part-time soldiers 
in the various suburbs around Melbourne 
and in regional centres who formed what 
was known as the Victorian Volunteer 
Force. These part-time soldiers were the 
basis of the colony’s defences in those 
days. 

For the first 35 years of its existence, 
the Port Phillip District - later the 
Colony of Victoria - was defended by 
regiments of the British Army. But these 
were gradually reduced and in August 
1870 the last of the British regiments 
left the colony. The defence of the 
vulnerable gold-rich colony was then 
the sole responsibility of the Victorian 
Government. From the 1850s there 
had been local volunteer military forces 

supplementing the British troops, 
organized into companies or troops in 
various suburbs of Melbourne, including 
Carlton, and in regional centres. The 
volunteers were not paid but were 
supplied with uniforms and armaments, 
and were expected to turn up to parades 
or training two or three times a week. 
A drill instructor was attached to each 
company, these men often having been 
sergeants in the British Army. Parades 
were held in the early morning before 
work, or in the evening after work, and 
involved training in military drill and at 
times classes in gymnastics, boxing and 
fencing. 

The Carlton Rifle Company was formed 
in 1860 and operated for a quarter 
of a century until it was disbanded in 
February 1884. During that time, it had a 
membership of between 100 to 175 men 
plus up to six officers. The members of 
the Company were typically a mixture 
of ordinary workingmen, the sons of 

well-to-do families, former soldiers who 
had settled in the colony, and men who 
just enjoyed the companionship that the 
Company offered. Parades were held 
several times a week at their drill hall 
or ‘orderly room’, which was in Grattan 
Street, on the south side between Lygon 
and Drummond Streets. Once a year, 
usually at Easter, the Company would 
attend the annual encampment at 
Sunbury or elsewhere outside the city, 
at which all of the troops and companies 
of the Victorian Volunteer Force would 
assemble for reviews, parades and mock 
battles. 

The Company’s drill hall was built in 
1860 and stood initially on what was an 
empty block with vacant land all around 
it and plenty of room for parades and 
drilling. The hall was such a large and 
commodious space that it was also 
used by the local community for public 
meetings, lectures and other events 
that had nothing to do with military 

The men of the Carlton Rifle Company 
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training. It was described in an 1875 
newspaper article as ‘a very handsome 
building’ measuring 40 feet (12 metres) 
by 190 feet (58 metres), with committee 
rooms, office room, storeroom and drill 
instructors’ quarters. Today the site of the 
drill hall is still owned and used by the 
military as a training facility, run by the 
University of Melbourne Regiment. 

In the early 1880s there was a major 
review of the defences of the colony and 
as a result it was decided to replace the 
Volunteer Force with a militia of part-time 
soldiers who were partly paid. At the 
end of December 1883 the Volunteer 
Force was disbanded, replaced by the 
new militia. The records show however 
that many of the volunteer companies 
remained intact and simply changed their 
title and continued on as paid militia. 

Rifle Range in Carlton 

One of the activities of the Carlton Rifle 

Company was training in rifle shooting 
and marksmanship. The company had 
regular rifle practice on a rifle range, and 
there were marksmanship competitions 
between the members of the company, 
as well as shooting competitions 
between different volunteer companies. 
In October 1865, for example, there 
was a match at the Sandridge Butts (a 
rifle range in Port Melbourne) between 
what were described as ‘two crack 
rifle companies’, those of Bendigo and 
Carlton. Bendigo won with a total of 634 
points to Carlton’s 610. 

In the early years, the Carlton Rifle 
Company had its own rifle range 
nearby. This was described in an 1875 
newspaper article as located ‘betwixt the 
old stockade and the cemetery’, which 
puts it in what is now Drummond Street, 
North Carlton (The Argus, 7 September 
1875). We know from an early map 
that the target end of the range with its 
protective mount of earth (the butts) 

was near the corner of Drummond and 
Fenwick Streets. 

However by the late 1860s, most of 
Carlton and North Carlton was being 
built on, and firing rifles in the area was 
no longer considered a sensible thing to 
do. In 1868 an indignant Brunswick city 
councillor wrote to The Argus newspaper 
to complain about ‘the dangerous 
practice of firing at the Carlton butts, not 
withstanding the remonstrance made 
against it ... by a memorial adopted at a 
public meeting and signed by nearly 300 
inhabitants’. Eventually the company had 
to give up its rifle range and travel to the 
Sandridge Butts for its rifle practice. 

Are you interested in local history? 
Researching your family history or 
the history of your house? Join others 
with similar interests in the Carlton 
Community History Group. 
https://www.facebook.com/carltonhistory

Facial hair was the only requirement to get your firearms licence
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Taking the first steps to becoming a 
deer hunter can be a bit daunting for 
many. The questions are endless. 
Where should I go? What equipment 
do I need? What calibre and type of 
firearm should I get? Should I wait to 
shoot a trophy as my first deer? How 
do I deal with an animal when I get it? 
And so it continues - there will always be 
questions. However, the first tip is not to 
over-complicate things. Do not expect to 
know everything before you start. Also, 
do not expect instant success.

Becoming a proficient sambar deer 
hunter takes years of time spent in 
the bush. A good hunter never stops 
learning and is always searching for new 
knowledge and a better understanding 
of the animals they hunt. A true hunter 
understands that hunting isn’t just 
about a trophy to hang on the wall 
or meat for the table. While they are 
both undoubtably important, it is the 
entire hunting experience that provides 
the hunter with the real satisfaction, 
enjoyment and lasting memories. 

Plenty of “how to” articles are available 
for prospective deer hunters that offer 
specific technical advice. Most published 
hunting stories or YouTube hunting 
videos will provide useful information 
or tips for the specific circumstances 
of the hunt in question. However, don’t 
accept everything as gospel and assume 
it is relevant for all situations. Compare 
different sources, keep an open mind 
and as you gain more experience 
evaluate what others say against your 
own experience. 

This article is a bit different in that it 
offers some more generalised tips. The 
great thing about deer hunting, and 
sambar hunting in particular, is that 
everyone has an opinion. This is just 
one. Take what you want or need and 
discard the rest.

The most important tip for a new hunter 
is to learn to shoot - then just get into 
the bush and start hunting. Being in the 
bush is how you get real-world, practical 
experience and is the only way to 
become a sambar hunter. 

1.Learn to shoot (and practice on a 
regular basis.)

The most important aspect of deer 
hunting, or any hunting for that matter, 
is learning how to shoot! In spite of that, 
it is an area that is often overlooked 
by new hunters. Everyone wants to 
talk about calibres for sambar hunting. 
The reality is that the calibre you use is 
irrelevant if you can’t put the projectile in 
the right place. 

As an ethical hunter you have a 
responsibility to the game you are 
hunting to do everything you can to 
ensure a clean kill. A clean kill is one 
that minimises any pain or suffering 
to the animal so it expires as rapidly 
as possible. To achieve that objective, 
the bullet needs to hit and significantly 
disrupt or destroy vital organs. We will 
come back to this point in more detail 
later.

You will also work hard to get the 
opportunity to take an animal. With 
increased deer numbers opportunities 
come about more often, but sambar 
hunting will never be easy. When you 
do get a chance, make sure that you 
can take it. Don’t be let down by your 
shooting ability.

If you are just starting out, practice 
shooting with a .22 long rifle (lr). There 
is no recoil, it is cheap and you can fire 
hundreds of rounds to get the basic 
marksmanship techniques worked 
through. Only when you are shooting 
well with a .22lr should you move on to 
the larger calibres. The next step is to 
practice shooting with your deer rifle until 
reaching a high level of proficiency. This 
will alleviate potential negative animal 
welfare issues and also increase your 
success. 

It is also important to know your limits 
and stay within them. Don’t assume 
that just because a ballistic table says 
that your rifle/bullet combination should 
do something at a specific distance 
(especially beyond 200 metres) that it 
will do it. You need to actually shoot at 
different distances to check that your 
firearm is sighted in properly and the 
bullet is doing what you think it is. 

Practice is something that many hunters 
don’t do enough of. They also generally 
don’t do the right sort of practice. When 
you go to the range you should only use 
the bench to sight-in your rifle. Once the 
rifle is sighted-in the bench should not be 
used for practice. There are no benches 
in the bush! Practice the various field-
shooting positions and adopt the most 
stable position you can. Shooting offhand 
is the least stable position and you 
should attempt to get some form of rest if 
at all possible. 

You can only take an ethical shot at 
a sambar deer if you can consistently 
shoot a maximum sized 20 cm group 
(8”) at that particular distance from the 
position you will be using. If you can’t 
do it on the range on paper then you 
can’t do it in the field on an animal! If an 
animal is outside your effective limit have 
the self-discipline not to shoot. Hunt the 
animal and get closer. If it gets away, so 
what? Put it down to experience, learn 
from it and find another deer. 

Hunting is like any other sport, you need 
regular practice to keep your skills honed 
and to get into form. 

2. Being able to shoot a target 
consistently and accurately is one part of 

The bush is where you get real-world experience

As an ethical hunter you have a responsibility to the game
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the equation. You need to know where 
to put the bullet in an animal. There are 
no clearly defined bullseyes on a deer. 
Understand the animal’s anatomy. Know 
where the animal’s vital organs are and 
where to place the shot to reach them. 
That will vary depending on the animal’s 
orientation to you. Some angles are not 
conducive to hitting those vital organs. 
Wait for the animal to move to open up 
the vitals and always pick a specific spot 
to aim at – never just shoot at the deer. 

The choice of calibre for sambar hunting 
is guaranteed to cause debate. Put 
three deer hunters in a room to talk 
about the best calibre and you’ll likely 
get five different opinions! In Victoria, 
for hunting sambar deer, the minimum 
requirement is .270 calibre with a 130 
grain projectile. That’s the minimum, so 
anything from there on up is fine. Choose 
an appropriate calibre, then buy a rifle 
that fits and suits you.

You will hear people argue that you need 
a large calibre because sambar are 
big, tough animals. I’ve been fortunate 
to have done a number of rifle reviews 
over the years, which has given me the 
opportunity to have shot sambar with a 
.270Win, .308Win, .30-‘06 Springfield, 
.300WSM, .325WSM, .338 Win Mag, 
.35Whelan and a .375H&H. Guess what? 
They have all done the job. The most 
important thing, regardless of the calibre, 
is placing the bullet in the right place, 
which means being comfortable with 
the rifle you are using and being able to 
shoot it. 

Simple physics dictates that the bigger 
the calibre and the heavier the projectile 
the more recoil there will be. You need 
to find the right balance for you. Don’t 
get sucked into being macho about the 
calibre you use. It is much better to have 
a smaller calibre that you shoot well than 

a bigger calibre you don’t!

3. Use quality hunting ammunition 
that has good expansion and weight 
retention. While some budget brands 
may perform to a reasonable standard 
on pest species, don’t skimp on your 
sambar loads. I have used many different 
quality brands over the years, both 
factory and reloads. All have performed 
well. However, if I had to go with one 
factory load in .30’06 from personal 
experience I couldn’t go past 180 grain 
Remington Corlokts. I have shot a lot of 
sambar with that particular cartridge and 
have always had excellent results. My 
reloaded rounds over the past ten years 
have featured 180 grain Woodleighs. 
Again, all have performed extremely 
well. My particular rifles shoot both 
combinations very well, but try some 

different brands to find what brand of 
factory ammo or handloads suit your 
particular firearm best.

4. Get fit. Most sambar habitat is in 
mountainous terrain. At best it will be 
undulating fringe country. If you are fit 
you can cover more ground, maintain 
concentration levels for longer, and when 
successful, get the meat out without 
having a heart attack. Hunting will not be 
fun if your legs are burning and lungs are 
busting after walking up the first ridge for 
the day. You want to be fit enough that 
you don’t hesitate to follow fresh marks, 
even if they lead straight back up a steep 
face after you’ve just lost hundreds of 
metres of elevation following them down.

... to be continued.

Dawn over the Dargo high plains

The rewards are worth the effort
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Shooters always have stories to tell 
about their experiences in the sport and 
with those in the shooting community. 
We can all relate in one way or another. 
SSAA Victoria member Ian Burns has 
collected some of his experiences and 
made them available to publish. Over 
the next few editions of Victorian Shooter 
we’ll take a look at the different chap-
ters from Ian’s writings and look at who 
introduced him to the shooting sports, 
the firearms he’s used and the places 
he’s been. 

Life Experiences

It all started for me when I was about ten 
years old. I got my first air rifle for Christ-
mas, a model 1 Gecado single shot. 

As I grew older, I moved on from this to 
the more powerful model 16 that both 
my brothers had. Once we had worn out 
the original spring, we learned to fit new 
springs ourselves with the aid of Dad’s 
vise and a stout piece of wooden dowel.

I eventually bought myself a model 22 
Gecado. I could actually put a hole in a 
tin can, not just dent it!

Dad was never much of a shooter but he 
did take the trusty Lithgow single shot 
.22 when we went camping each year. 
In later years, I had a lot of fun with that 
rifle.

When I started work at McEwan’s Hard-
ware at 16 I saved up and bought my first 
shotgun, a Sportco bolt-action 12 gauge, 
with a three-shot box magazine and a 
variable choke. I could rattle out the three 
shots in a matter of seconds with this gun 
and it accounted for hundreds of rabbits.

When I was in my early twenties I traded 
the old Sportco for a side-by-side. It was 
the most beautiful gun I had ever laid 
eyes on. It was a silver engraved AYA 
cross bolt with full and modified 28-inch 
barrels. I joined my elder brother in 
shooting “down the line” at the Field & 
Game grounds at Lysterfield, Victoria. 
With the chokes it had and my “super 
improved” hand loads, it proved to be 
very effective in this discipline and I con-
sistently shot in the mid twenties. I even 
had a go at skeet. That’s when I truly 
discovered it and my limitations!

I fell in love with that gun and still have it 
today, some fifty years later.

I have owned many rimfires over the 
years, but got the opportunity to buy a 
second-hand centrefire rifle. It was a 
SAKO Forester in .243, topped with a 
3-9 Bushnell scope and steel Zero rings. 

That’s when long-range rifle shooting 
captured my imagination. My elder 
brother Bob had been into bench rest for 
some years by now and held many local 
and state awards for what he could do 
with his .222.

Bob actually shot an Australian record 
with his .222 Remington in the Sporter 
Class of .015. It was a world record for 
three days until an American man shot a 
group of .010 at 100yds.

Under his guidance I started hand load-
ing for the SAKO, at first using a cut-off 
case as a powder measure and a very 
basic Lee Loader. I went from there to 
a Simplex press, Lyman powder scales 
and my trusty teaspoon. I trickled powder 
onto those scales a few grains at a time, 
tapping lightly on the spoon as I went.

My hand loads were very precise. For 
many years I shot 85-grain Sierra HP/
BT, which was pushed out pretty hard by 
my load of Winchester 785 ball powder. 
When I couldn’t get 785 I used 760. 
Not as accurate though. I had the little 
handbook Winchester put out for hand 
loaders and I was a great fan of their ball 
powders.

My brother and I spent many years 
shooting at the SSAA range at Tynong, 
then as range officers there. I shot all my 
centrefire awards there with the SAKO. 
We both learnt to read the wind, control 
our breathing and all the wonderful things 
that range at Tynong taught us about the 
fine art of target shooting and our rifles. 
When applied to field shooting we were a 
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formidable pair.

We spent many years chasing rabbits 
and foxes in the Werribee gorge at 
Ballan, over the granite rocks and hills at 
Lancefield and through to the Strathbogie 
foothills at Euroa. I eventually swapped 
the Bushnell scope for a secondhand 
Simmons that I bought from The Basin 
Gun Shop. This scope is a far cry from 
the Simmons coming out of China now. 
After thousands of rounds I eventually 
wore out the throat of my original Sporter 

barrel, so I had Kevin Sharp at Cold-
stream fit a brand new SAKO heavy 
barrel. One of the first things I did to the 
rifle when I bought it was to float the bar-
rel and bed the action in fibreglass. After 
I got it back from Kevin, I noted he had 
removed more wood from the fore-end to 
accommodate the new thicker barrel.

... to be continued. 

The Bunnies never stood a chance




